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INTRODUCTION. 

T HOUGH I have endeavoured in the 

introdu&ion to the former volume to 
give fome idea of the government of the 
Roman Commonwealth, 1 have been far from 
exhaufting that fubjedt, which is of very great 
extent. For the better knowledge of the genius 
and charafter of that government, I conceived 
it neceffary to infert a paffage from Polybius in 
this place, which I have already made ufe of 
elfewhere*. I fhall annex to it, firft, fome brief 
refledtions upon the harangues of Livy, and 
next, for the information of youth, a fhort fe- 
ries of the principal Epochas, that occur in the 
hiftory of the Roman republic, which may affift 
their memory in retaining it, 

Vol.II. B SECT. 


* In the triuti/i upon the Jludy of the Belles Lettres. 





INTRODUCTION. 

SECT. I. 

A 

Reflections of POLYBIUS. 

4 

Upon the different kinds of government, and in par* 

titular that of the Romans . 

T H E different kinds of government are 

generally reduced to three: in the 
fir It the King governs, which Polybius calls 
B x?i>.ux3. Regal Government \ in the fecond the 
Great, the Powerful, have the whole authority, 
which is termed Arifiocracy ; and laftly in the 
third, called Democracy , the whole power vefts 
in the People. 

Each ot thefe governments have another kind 

4 .' 

which much reiembles it, borders very near up¬ 
on it, and into which it often degenerates. We 

fhali mention it in the fequel. 

The moff perfect government would be That 
which fhould include all the advantages, and 
obviate ail the dangers and inconveniences, of 
the three former. 

Such was that of Sparta. Lycurgus, know¬ 
ing that each of the three forts of government, 
of which we have fpoke, had its almoft inevita¬ 
ble inconveniences * that Monarchy fometimes 
degenerated into arbitrary and tyrannical Power, 
Ariftocracy into the unjuft government of fome 
few particulars, and the power of the People 
into a blind, capricious, uncertain Rule •, that 
EgifUror, 1 fay, thought it neceffary to include 
thoL- three kinds of government in that of Spar¬ 
ta, and in a manner to blend them into one, 
that the royal authority might be balanced by 
the powvr of the People ^ and that a third Or¬ 
der, compoied of the elders, and the wifeft per- 
ibns of the republic, might ferve as a counter- 

poife 
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poife to the two former, to keep them continu¬ 
ally in a kind of equilibrium , and to prevent the 
one from exalting itfelf too much above the 
other. He was not miftaken in his views, and 
no commonwealth ever retained its laws, cuf- 
toms, and iiberty, fo long as that of Sparta.. 
The inftitutions of Lycurgus indeed would not 
have been proper for a State, that intended the 
making of coriquefts, and the aggrandizing of 
its power: whence we may believe, that thofe 
were not the ends he propofed in his plan. 
That wife legiflator probably did not make the 
folid happinefs of a people confift in them. 
His defign was, that the Spartans, confining 
themfelves within the bounds of their country, 
withoutever entertaining thoughts of invading the 
territories of others, fliould, by their juftice and 
moderation dill more than by their power, be¬ 
come the mailers and arbiters of the fate of all 
the other dates of Greece 5 which, in his fenfe, 
was no lefs glorious than to make conquefts 
abroad. They fell from their glory only by 
departing from thefe wife views, which, we be¬ 
lieve, we mayjuftly afcribe to their Legiflator. 
For when it was neceffary to find provifions, 
equip fleets* pay feamen, and furnilh all expen- 
ces for a long war out of their country, their 
iron money was no longer of ufe to them. And 
this it was that reduced them, all haughty as 
they were, fervilely to make their Court to the 
Ring of Perfia’s Satraps, in order to get mo¬ 
ney current every where from them, and to be¬ 
come voluntary flaves, till the proper time for 
fubjefting them totally by force. 

If, fays Polybius, the glory of a date be 
made to confift in making of conquefts, ag¬ 
grandizing its power, extending its dominions, 

ruling over many nations, and attracting the 

B z eyes 
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eyes of the whole earth upon it, it muff be con- 
feffed, that no government ever had fo much the 

1 ZD 

advantage, nor was fo well adapted to the at¬ 
tainment of thofe ends, as that of the Ro¬ 
mans. It united in itfelf, like that of Sparta, 
the three kinds of government of which we 
have fpoke. The Confuls held the place of 
Kings: the Senate formed the public council: 
and the people had a great (bare in the admini- 
ftration of affairs. There was only this diffe¬ 
rence between them ; it was not by a plan and 
defign concerted from the beginning, but by a 

kind of cafual fcries of events, that Rome was 
led on to this form of government. Each of 
the three parts, which compofed the body of 
the ftate, had a diftinct power. The reader 
wili not be difpleafed to fee a defcription of them 
in this place, which may contribute very much 
to the underftunding of the Roman Hiftory. 
Polybius is very extenfive and circumftantial up¬ 
on this head. 


Power of the Confuls . 

Whilft the Confuls refided at Rome, they 
had the adminiftration of all the public affairs. 
All the ether magiftrates, except the Tribunes 
of the People, were fubordinate ( i) to them. 
All chat related to the deliberations of the Se¬ 
nate {2) turned upon them. They introduced 
embafiadors to it; propofed affairs; and both 
worded its refolutions, and caufed them to be 
reduced to writing. It was they, who laid them 


[ 1 ' There rvat aljo a kind 
■0/ /Coordination between the 
two Co n>uh: for according to 
the Valciian law, the eidejt 
had the precedence : ar.d ac • 
lording to she J uiian law, he 


who had moji children. 

( 2 ) 1 hey prefded in , and had 
the government of, the Senate 
in a great meafure ; and af 
fmblcd or difmijfed it at wild* 
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before the People, who for that purpofe fum- 
ixjoned the affemblies, in which the common 
affairs of the ftate were to be confidered, who 
prefented the Decrees of the Senate to them for 
their examination, and who, according to the 
importance of things, after an enquiry, which be- 
fides required abundance of formalities, conclu¬ 
ded according to the Plurality of voices. To 
them was confided the care of caufing the De¬ 
crees of the Senate, and the Ordinances of the 
People paffed on their motion, to be put in ex¬ 
ecution. They prefided at the elections of the 
magiftrates of the commonwealth. It was for 

that purpofe they were fo often recalled from 
the army, and both of them feldom permitted 
to be out of Italy at the fame time. 

As to what concerns war and military expe¬ 
ditions, the Confuls had an almoft fovereign 
power. They had the care of levying armies, 
of affigning the number of troops which each 
of the allies were to fupply, and of nominating 
the officers who were to ferve under them. 
When they were in the field, they had power 
to condemn and punifh without appeal. They 
difpofed of the public money at difcretion, and 
expended what fums they thought proper •, the 
Quaeftor attending them every where, and Ap¬ 
plying them out of the fund in his hands with 
whatever they demanded. To confider the Ro¬ 
man commonwealth therefore in this part of it, 
one might almoft: believe it to have been go¬ 
verned by a royal and monarchical authority. 

Po m j:er of tie Senate . 

The Senate difpofed almoft abfolutely of the 
finances and public money. An account was 
given to them of all the revenues and expences 
of the ftate * and the Queftors could deliver 

5 B 3 no 
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no Turn, except to the Confuls, without a de¬ 
cree of the Senate. It was the fame in refpedt 
to the expences, which the Cenfors were obliged 
to be at for keeping up and repairing the public 
buildings. 

The Senate appointed commiffioners for tak¬ 
ing cognizance or and trying all extraordinary 
crimes committed at Rome and in Italy, that 
required the attention and authority of the pub¬ 
lic : fucb as treafon, conlpiracy, poiloning, and 
murder. The f aufes and affairs of private per- 
fbns or cities that related to the ftatc, were alfo 
under its peculiar jurifdiction. It was the Senate 
that fent embaffies, caufed war to be declared 
againft the enemies of the commonwealth, 
granted audience, and gave anfwers to the de¬ 
puties and embaffadors of Princes and States. 
They alfo fent commiffioners to enquire upon 
the lpot into the complaints of the Allies, to 
regulate limits and frontiers, to eftablifh good 
order in the provinces, and to decide differences 
between Kings and States. Hence a ftranger, who 
Ihould have come to Rome in the abfence of 
the Confute, might have believed the government 
ot the commonwealth entirely ariftocrarical, that 
is to fay, in the hands of the (i) old and wife. 

Power of the People . 

The power of the People was however very 
confiderable. The privilege of rewarding and pu- 
nifhing, wherein themoft effential part of govern¬ 
ment confifts, veiled folelv in Tthem. -hey often 
laid fines upon thofe who had exercifed the higheft 

offices, and alone had right to pals lentence of 

death 

: ; 

[\)Orcf tbr Neb; lift, from ap’rm xfdr^, optimo- 

c vr&i the befr, evd rum, iiveopumatumpotelks. 

power ; or more frcfir.x from '■ 
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death upon Roman citizens. In the latter cafe 
a cuftom, very laudable according to Polybius, 
was obferved at Rome. This was, to leave the 
perfon accufed of a capital crime at liberty to 
prevent fentence from being paffed upon him, 
and to retire into fome neighbouring .city, 
where he-paffed the reft of his days unmo^ 
lefted in voluntary banilhment. The People by 
their fuffrages conferred all offices and dignities, 
which in a republic are the moft iliuftrious re¬ 
wards of merit and probity. They alone had 
right to inftitute and aboliffi laws: and, which 

is (till more confiderable, war and peace, alli¬ 
ances, treaties, and conventions with foreign 
States and Princes, were deliberated upon and 
determined by them. Who would not have 
thought luch a government abfolutely popular 

and Democratical ? 

♦ 

Mutual depcndance of the Confuls , Senate, and 

People. 

It is this mutual dependance of the different 
parts of a commonwealth, that conftitutes its fe- 
curity, ftrength, and beauty. F\om this reci¬ 
procal neceffity for each other refults a kind of 
harmony between the different members of a 
ftate, and an unanimous lupport and concur¬ 
rence, which, keeping them all ftriftly united 
by the tie of common intereft, renders the 
whole body invulnerable and invincible to fo¬ 
reign force. 

We have Paid before, that the Conful had 
almoft fovereign power in time of war. He 
however depended abfolutely in many things 
both on the Senate and People. For on the one 
fide the neceffary fums for' the ptovifions, 
cloaths, and pay of the foldiers, werelfelivered 
only by order of the Senate, and the refnfal of 

B. 4 thole' 
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fchofe fupplies made the general incapable of un¬ 
dertaking anything, or of carrying on his enter- 
prizes fo far as he might defire. The fame Se*^ 
nate, at the end of the year, could either con¬ 
tinue him who had been Conful in the command 
of the army, or appoint him a fucceflor, and 
thereby had it in their power either to grant, or 
deprive him of, the glory of terminating the 
war. And laftly, it depended on the Senate ei¬ 
ther to leffen or exalt the luftre of the general’s 
exploits: for they both decreed (i) the honour 
of triumphs, and regulated the expences that 
were neceffary in thofe auguft and pompous fo- 
lemnities. On the other fide, as the' People 
decreed wars, confirmed or cancelled treaties 
with foreign States and Princes, and at the end 
of the campaign made the generals render an 
account of their conduct, it is eafy to perceive, 
how attentive it was neceffary for them to be, 
in order to conciliate the favour of the People. 

As to the Senate, though its power was fo 
great in Other reflects, it was however under 
reflraint, and in lubjedlion in many points tq 
that of the People. In great affairs, and efpe- 
cialiy thole affefting the lives of the citizens, 
the People’s authority was requifite. When any 
laws were propofed, even fuch as tended to the 
diminution of the rights, honours, and prero¬ 
gatives of the Senate, and the retrenching of 

' the 

(\) Livy ieili u;> Lib. 3. fir ft time without the author i- 

c 4 ^ that rxbtr. the Senate tr of the Senate. - Quum 

refufed the honour of triumph ingen ti confenfu patrum ne- 
ii ike Corfu Is Valerius and garetur triumphus, L. Jcilius 
jrloratius, upon account of their Tribunus plebis tulit ad po- 
hai ■1 ng a 3 ed big bly in favour pulum de triumpho Con fu - 

of the People, the Tribune lei- lum.-Turn primum, 

lius propofed their triumphing fine au&oritare Ser.atus, po- 
h the People, ixh'uh knur puli juffu triumphatum eft. 
fbePccplt) then granted for the ' k 
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the eftates of the fenators by a new diftribution 
of the conquered lands, it was at the People’s: 
option either to receive or reject them. But 
what moft argued their power, was, that if on? 
]y one of their Tribunes oppofed the refolutions 
and enterprizes of the Senate, that oppofition 
fufficed for putting an immediate flop to them, 
fo that after it the Senate could proceed no 

farther. 

And laftly, the People on their fide had alfo 
great intereft in obferving meafures with the Se¬ 
nators, whether in general or particular. The 
receivers of taxes, cuftoms, tributes, in a word, 
of all the duties and revenues of the ftate; the 
Undertakers, who fupplied the armies withpro- 
vifions, repaired the temples and other public 
buildings, and had the care of the highways; 
thefe perfbns formed numerous focieties, who 
were of the order of the People, including the 
Roman Knights, and fubfifted a great number 
of the citizens, forng being employed in rel¬ 
ieving the revenues, fome ferving as fecurity for 
the tax-farmers, and others lending their money 
to make the neceffary advances, and thereby 
putting it out to advantage. Now the Cenfors 
difpofed of thefe farms to fuch focieties as offered 
themfelves for that purpofe, and all'o affigned 
the different works that were to be done to the 
Undertakers: and the Senate, either by itfelf, 
or commiffioners nominated exprefsly, adjudged 
without appeal all diiputes that arofe concern¬ 
ing thefe matters, whether the queftion were 
fometimes tq cancel agreements that were be¬ 
come impracticable, and to grant farther time 
for the payment of money; or that it were ne¬ 
ceffary to reduce the rent of the farms upon ac¬ 
count of fome unhappy accident. And, which 
was Hill more capable of infpiring the People 

with 
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with fubmiflion and refpeft for the decrees of 
the Senate, it was out of their body that the 
judges * of all affairs public and private of any 
importance were generally chofen. The citizens 
were no lefs obliged to obferve meafures and 
keep fair with the confuls, upon whom they all 
depended, efpecially in time of war, and when 
they ferved under them in the army. 

It was this mutual dependance and concert 
of all the orders of the commonwealth, that 
rendered the government of Rome the moft 
perfect that ever was in the world. 

When we read in the beginnings of the in-* 
far.t-republic, and the fucceeding years, thofe 
aimoit continual feditions, which fo long divi¬ 
ded the Senate and people, and that kind of 
inteiline war between the Confuls and Tribunes, 
we are amazed, and with rcafon, how it was 

poffible for a flare, agitated by fo frequent and 
violent convulnons, not only to fubfift, but at 
the lame time to fubjed all its neighbours, 
and foon after to extend its conquefts into very 
remote regions. Polybius gives us a very folid 
reafon for it, highly to? the honour of the Ro¬ 
man people. It is, that when the Repub¬ 
lic was attacked by a foreign enemy, the fear 
of the common darger, and the motive of 
public good, fufpended domeftic feuds, and 
reinflated union. The love of their country 
then was in a manner the foul that put all the 
parts and members of the State in motion, every 
one driving, in emulation of each other, to ac¬ 
quit himidf of his functions, and difeharge 
his duty, whether the queftion were to form re- 
folutions with maturity and wifdorn, or to put 
them in execution with expedition and vigour. 

And 

s 

» 

* Thtfrm of Irish mas changed in trocefs of time , 
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And it was this good undemanding and unani¬ 
mity that rendered the commonwealth always 
invincible, and occafioned the conftant fuccefs 
of its enterprizes. 

It was this fame conftitution of the Roman 
government* that ftill fupported the common¬ 
wealth, and caufed it to fubfift for fome time^ 
even when the citizens, delivered from the fear 
of foreign enemies, grown haughty and infolent 
from their victories, enervated by riches and 
yoluptuoufnefs, and corrupted by praifes and 
flattery, began to abufe their power, and to 
commit a thoufand violences and oppreffions. 
For in that ftate of things, the authority of the 
Senate, and that of the People, being always 
counterbalanced by each other, when the one at¬ 
tempted to exalt itfelf, the other immediately 

united all its forces to pull it down, and keep it 
within due bounds. Thus by this reciprocal 
equality, and balance of power and credit* the 
commonwealth, whilft it fubfifted, retained it$ 
liberty and independance. 

SECT. II. 

Reflexions upon Livy's Harangues. 

L IVY, principally on the occafion of the 
differences between the Senate and People, 
repeats the fpeeches made on both Tides, which 
are pafiages of confummate eloquence. Many, 
who want neither tafte nor capacity, are offended 
at the length of this kind of harangues, which 
occur from time to time in our hiftorian. To 

« i • 

judge rightly of them, in my opinion, it is but 
juft to place ourfelves in the country and ages 
in queftion, tofet before our eyes their manners 
and cuftoms, and to call to mind the methods 

A " 
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in which the public affairs were tranfa&ed at 
Rome. I fliall repeat fome examples of them 
in this place, which will fet the thing in a clearer 
light. 

The Military Tribunes, having changed the 
fiege of Vcii into a blockade, refolveduo make 
the troops winter there, which had not before 
been practifed amongft the Romans. The Tri¬ 
bunes of the people oppofed that innovation. 
Appius refutes them with force, and fliews that 
it is for the honour of the Roman people to con¬ 
tinue that fiege till the place is taken. When 
the queftion is to rebuild the city of Rome, af¬ 
ter its having been burnt by the Gauls, the Tri¬ 
bunes of the People, in order to fpare individu¬ 
als expence and trouble, are for transferring the 
feat of the commonwealth from Rome to Veii. 
Camillus harangues the People, and fhews what 
a misfortune and crime it would be to abandon 
Rome. The Tribune Canuleius demands, that 
the law, which prohibited the intermarriages of 
the Patrician and Plebeian families, fhould be 
annulled, and proves how unjuft that prohibi¬ 
tion is in itfelf, and how injurious to the People. 

Thefe are affairs of the laft importance, which 
were treated in the AfTemblies of tlje People, 
who were the natural Judges of them. To car¬ 
ry the fuffrages, it was neceffary to fet an affair 
in all its light, to Ihew its advantages and inr 
conveniences, to explain all its confequences in 
a clear and lively manner, to anfwer fuch ob¬ 
jections as might be made to it, and refute with 
force the reafons of opponents. This is what 
rendered the talent of fpeaking fo neceffary at 
Rome, as well as Athens, and occafioned elo¬ 
quence to be carried to fo high a degree of per¬ 
fection in thole two republics. And the fame 

reafon 
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reafon induces the Englilh to cultivate it with 
fo much care at this day, becaufe it is by That 
affairs are carried in the two houfes of parlia¬ 
ment. 

Now can an hiftorian, who relates what paf- 
fed at Rome in the affemblies of the Senate and 
People, difpenfe with giving fome idea of the 
fpeeches made in them, that had fo great a (hare 
in determining events ? Is it not from thefe ha¬ 
rangues, that we have our knowledge of what 
is moft effential in hiftory, of what is in a man¬ 
ner its foul, I mean the reafons and motives 
that determined the palling fuch a law, the 
making fuch an inftitution, the undertaking 
fuch a war ? Does it not argue an hiftorian’s 
wit and addrefs, to put thefe reflections in the 
mouth of fome illuftrious Roman moft attive in 
the affair , inftead of making them in his own 
perfon, which would greatly diminilh their force 
and authority ? 

To know whether thefe fpecchcs were actu¬ 
ally made by the perfons to whom they are 
afcribed, is not the queftion. It fuffices, that 
they contain what they ought to have Paid. 
Thofe Romans, accuftomed to fpeak in the af¬ 
femblies, had an eloquence fo much the more 
eftimable, as it was more natural. They ought 
to have reafoned as we find in their difcourfes, 
and no doubt they did fo with much greater ex¬ 
tent. The harangues of Livy on the three oc- 
cafions mentioned above, though they are the 
longed: in that hiftorian, fcarce take up half a 
quarter of an hour to read them, and confe- 
quently, are very remote from the length of 
thofe, which were actually fpoken in the affem- 
bliest 
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I believed this refleftion necefiary, not only 
in defence of Livy, whofe fpeeches are often 
imputed to him as a fault, but for my own vin¬ 
dication when I infert them in my hiftory, 
though I often abridge them. 

There is one thing which always leaves the 
reader uncertain, and at a lofs, with refpedl to 
the harangues fpoke either in the Forum, or the 
Field of Mars, the two places in which the 
Affembiies of the Roman People were ufually 
held. When two orators, opponents to each 
other, fpoke upon affairs of the higbeft import¬ 
ance, that were to be determined by the Peo¬ 
ple, how is it to be conceived, that in places of 
lb vaft extent, they could make themfelves 
heard by the whole multitude, and that all the 
citizens could give their votes with entire know¬ 
ledge of the affair, and according to the effect 
of the orators arguments upon them ? 

In order to this, they mud have had dear* 
diftinft, and ftrong voices, and lungs capable 
of extraordinary efforts: it is in .thefe terms 
Defenca. Cato expreffes himfelf, where he fpeaks of the 

harangue, which he pronounced for the Law 

Voconia. Cum ego quidem - Legem Veconiam 

voce magna & bonis lateribus fua/ijfem . But 
whatever efforts an orator might make, who 
fpoke before fo vaft a multitude, and in a large 
Square or Forum, it was morally impoffible for 
him to be heard by the moft remote in the af- 
fcmbiy. Wherefore, when it came to the Peo¬ 
ple’s turn to deliberate, as the citizens retired each 
to their relpedlive Tribe or Century, the perfons 
who propoled the affair to their con fide ration, 
undoubtedly repeated in few words the principal 
r-a{ons advanced on both fides. Thus the Peo¬ 
ple did not give their fuffrages at a venture, and 
without being informed concerning the affair in 

queftion. 
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queftion. Befides which,- independantly of the 
difcourfes of the orators, they had both time 
and means to inform themfelves of it, becaufe 
('t) twenty-feven days were always to elapfe be¬ 
tween the propofal pf a law, and the voting of 
the People upon it. It is certain, that all the 
affairs of the commonwealth were tranfafted in 
this manner. 

- * — * - 

SECT. III. 



Principal Epochas of the Roman hiftory from the 

foundation of Rome to the battle of Attium. 

' : ? 

N E of the things, which may contribute 
moft to give order and clearnefs to. the 
ftudy.of hiftory, is to distribute the whole body; 
of an hiftory into certain parts and intervals, 
that preftnt at firft view a kind erf general plan 
of it to the mind, (hew its principal events, and 
make known its feries and duration. Thefe di- 
vifions ought not to be multiplied too much ; 
otherwife they might occafion confufion and 
ebfeurity. * 

The whole time of the Roman Hiftory from 
Romulus to Auguftus, feven hundred and twen¬ 
ty-three years, may be divided into five parts. 

The First takes in the reigns,of the feven A.R. r.’ 
Kings of Rome, and includes 244 years. . i Ant * 

The Second is from the inftitution of a!r.24j 
Confuls to the taking of Rome ; by the Gauls, Ant. C. 
and continued 120 years, from the 245th to the 5 ° 7 * 
365th year of .Rome. It includes the iriftitu- 
tion of the Confuls, of the Tribunes of the Peo¬ 
ple, of the Decemviri, of the Military Tri¬ 
bunes 


(0 TrlbusNundinis, three 

fnarktt-days. Every ninth day 
was the market-day, when the 


inhabitants \of the country 
came to Rome . 
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A.R. 365 
An:. C. 

3 K- 


A. R.4SS. 
Ant. C. 
264. 


A.R 607. 
Ant. C. 

Hi- 


A.R- ~2i. 

# 

* 723. 
An: C.31 
k 29. 


btfnes with Confular authority, and the fleg£ 
and taking of Veii. 

The Third is from the taking of Rome 
to the firft Funic war; the fpac-e of 123 years, 
from the 365th to the 488th. It includes the 
taking of Rome by the Gauls* the war with the 
Samnites, and that againft Pyrrhus. 

The Fourth is from the beginning of 
the firft Punic war to the end of the third, and 
contains u9 years, from the 488th to the 
607th. It concludes the firft and fecond Punic 
wars, the wars againft Philip King of Mace* 
donia, Antiochus King of Afia, Perieus the laft 
King of Macedonia, the People of Numantia 
in Spain, and laftly, the third Punic war, that 
terminated with the taking and ruin of Car- 
thage: about which time Corinth was taken and 
deftroyed. 

The Fifth is from the ruin of Carthage 
to the change of the Roman commonwealth in* 

o 

to a monarchy under young Csefar O&avianus, 
afterwards firnamed Auguftus, and continues 
116 years; from 607 to 723. • It includes the 
taking of Numantia: the domeftic troubles ex¬ 
cited by the Gracchi: the wars with Jugurtha, 
the allies, and Mithridates: the civil wars be¬ 
tween Marius and Sylla, Caeiar and Pompey, 
and between the Triumviri and the defenders of 
the republican government. This laft war was 
terminated by the battle of A&ium, and the in- 
ilitution of the fovereign and monarchical au¬ 
thority in the per Ion of young Cselar. 
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BOOK THE FOURTH. 


T HIS fourth book contains the fpace 

of fixteen years, from the 290th to 
the 306th year of Rome. The four 
laft years include the hiftory of the Decemviri, 
and the inftitutron of the XII Laws, commonly 
called the teWs of the XII Tables. 

S E C T. I. 

Extreme danger of the Conful Furius amongfl the 
jEqui. Plague at Rome: enemies repulfed. 
The Tribune Terentillus propofes a law for efta- 
blijhing fixed laws> the adminiftration of jujtice 
being till then arbitrary . Difputes are renewed 
concerning the laws . Cafo Quintius, a young 
Patrician , who oppofed the new Law , is ba~ 
nifhed . L. Quin tins Cincinnatus , his Father , 
out of regret , retires into the country . 


Aulus Postumivs. 
Sp. Furius. 


A.R.290. 
Ant. C. 
462. 


F URIUS, who had lately been ele&ed Extreme 
Conful, on his arrival in the country 0 idanger of 

the Hernici, found the Aiqui there ravaging the 
lands. Without knowing the number of their ZltfTh 
troops, he attacked them imprudently, and was JSfd. 
obliged to retire into his camp with lofs* The 
enemy befieged him there the next day, and 
fliut him up fo clofe, that it was not poflible for 
Vol. II. C him 
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A R 290. him to fend off a courier, to carry that news to 
Am. C. R ome# The Hernici gave advice of it. The 
* alarm was great. The Senate ordered the other 
Conful to take care that tbt commonwealth fufferea 

no damage: Videret ne quid detriment refpublica 
caperet. This form gave the confuls an abfo- 
lute power, and was only ufed upon occafions 
of extreme danger. They alfo caufed all fhops 
and tribunals of juftice to be fbut up: which 
was called Juftitiam indicere. Poftumius levied 
troops with the utmofl expedition, and fent 
them immediately to his collegue. In the mean 
time Furius made a fally upon the enemy, and 
put them to flight. His brother, with a detach¬ 
ment of a thoufand men, followed the purluit 
with too much eagernefs, and being furrounded 
on all Gdes, was killed fighting valiantly } and 
all his ( 1) troops were cut to pieces. On the 
firft advice of his brother’s danger, the Conful 
advanced to his aid, and was wounded himfelf. 
The enemy, encouraged by this double fuccefs, 
purfued the Conful to his camp *, and would 
perhaps have forced it, if the aid fent from 
Rome had not arrived very opportunely. The 
iEqui were defeated more than once. Furius 
returned viflorious to Rome. But the death of 
his brother, with the lofs of a great number of 
officers and foldiers, who were killed on diffe¬ 
rent occafions, left no room for rejoicing. 

L. .ZEbutius. (2) 

P. Sertilius. 


A.R.291. 
Ant. C. 
461. 

Plague at 


The plague, which had already appeared at 
Rome, raged anew with greater virulence than 

ever. 


&me ' //v f 1 ^ ^ ome -ft? l ^ e y c ^°fa t0 ( l ) time when tbt 
*9 re fj et ' die fighting rather thanfurren- Confuls entered upon office is 

der their arms. not certain from Brutus to 
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ever. The number of Haves, day-labourers, A.R.291. 
and of the common People which it fweptaway Ant -C. 
is inconceivable. At firft the dead bodies were 4 ^ 1 * 
carried away in carts: but the number of them 
became fo prodigious, that they were obliged 
to throw thofe of the meaner fort into the Ti¬ 
ber. Amongft the Perfons who died of this 
diftemper, were included the fourth part of the 
Senate ; of which number were both the Con¬ 
fuls, and more than half the Tribunes. 

When the news of this difafter fpread into 
the neighbouring countries, the IEqu\ and 
Volfci believed the occafion very favourable for 
ruining the Roman power, and entered into a 
league which they ratified by oath. After hav¬ 
ing ravaged the territories of the allies of the 
Roman People, they approached very near the 
city. The confternation there was inexpreffible. 

Rome faw itfelf without either chiefs or forces. 

The tutelary gods of Rome, fays Livy, de¬ 
fended it: that is to fay, Divine Providence 
preferved it from fo great a danger. The ene¬ 
my, undoubtedly, through fear of the contagious 
air, that deftroyed univerfally in the city and 
country, and attracted by the hopes of confider- 
able fpoils, directed their march towards Tuf- 
culum, which was an opulent country. Thus 
the tranquillity of Rome was reftored, and the 
diftemper ceafed by degrees. 

ihefe Confuls, who Livy tells fuls for the future fhotild enter 
us, began their adminif ration upon ojfice the firjl of January, 
the firjl of Augujl. 'That which injlitution took place to 
time varied very much till the the end of the commonwealth , 
year of Rome 599, when it Liv. lib. xlvii. 36. 
was decreed that the Con- 
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Tricipitinus, Geminus, Confuls. 


A.R.292. L. Lucretius Tricip itinus. 

ArnX. T. Veturius Geminus. 

460. 

A fpeedy vengeance was taken of the enemy. 
They were attacked and entirely defeated in fe- 
veral a&ions, in which they loft the greateft 

part of their troops. 

Peace without doors made way for domeftic 
troubles. The fubjeft of them was new, and 
. regarded the laws and the rights of the Peo- 

buneTeren- P' e * Rome had not yet any eftablifhed form of 
tillusfro - adminiftring juftice. In the earlieft times the 
fofisalaw Kings difpenfed it in perfon, and their judg- 

^bujUn a ments had the force of law. From the royal 
fixedfJL authority’s being transferred to the Confuls, with 
for admi- the other functions of the fovereignty, that of 
r.ifirvi* rendering juftice vefted in them, and, as the 

King s had done, they adjudged caules almoft 

i; deferred, arbitrarily. The laws were few in number, 

and known only to the Patricians, who alone 
were magiftrates, and poflcffed all the fcience, 
civil and religious, at that time in Rome. 

C. Terentillus Arfa, Tribune of the People, 
undertook to eftabliih a fixed form for admi¬ 
niftring juftice, and to limit judgments by laws 
known to ail. He chofe his time when the 
Confuls were abfent. 44 He had prepared the 
“ People for his purpofe by continual inve&ives 
u againft the haughtincfs of the Patricians, and 
44 efpecially againft the Confular authority, car- 
44 ried, according to him, to a molt fhameful 
u excels, and become infuppqr.table to a free 
44 city. He urged, that it differed from the 
“ defpotic power of Kings only in name, but 
14 that in effed it had fomething ftill more odi- 
44 ous in it: That inftead of one mafier they had 

44 two, 


i 
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“ two, who arrogated to themfelves a power A R. 292. 
44 without either reftraint or bounds; and who^ nt * 

44 being independant, and without controul, 

44 themfelves, made the whole terror and feve- 
44 rity of the laws fall upon the People : That 
44 to put a flop to fuch licence, he Ihould de- 
44 mand that five commiflioners might be ap- 
44 pointed to prepare laws for regulating the 
44 Confular authority: That, in confequence, 

44 the Confuls would have no other right over 
44 the People, than the People themfelves 
44 fhould think proper to give them; it not 
44 being juft, that the People fhould have no 
44 other law, but the paffion and caprice of the 
44 Confuls.’* 

This new plan of laws terrified the Senators, 
and made them fear, that the Tribune would 
take the advantage of the abfence of the Con¬ 
fuls, for impofing this new yoke upon them. 

Q. Fabius, without lofs of time, affembled the 
Senate as governor of the city: for his office 
gave him that right in the abfence of the Con¬ 
fuls. He gave a loofe to his indignation againft 
the Tribune’s rafh and feditiousenterprize, which 
tended to nothing lefs than fubvercing the whole 
form and order of the prefenc government. 

44 And befides, faid he, what time has he 
“ chofen for attacking the commonwealth ? 

44 Why, when it is without either chiefs or de- 
44 fence. If tHe year before, in the midft of 
c; the plague and the war, the Gods in their 
44 anger had given Rome fuch a Tribune, the 
44 ftate had been ruined entirely. The two 
44 Confuls being dead, and the city afflidled 
44 with difeafe and in general confufion, he 
44 would have propofed the abolition of the 
44 Confulfhip, and have put himlelf at the head 
41 of the iEqui and Volfci to attack the city. 

C 3 With 
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A. R. 29 
An^. C. 

460. 


A. R. 295 
Ant. C. 

459 * 

Dreadful 

prodigies^ 


P.Volumnius, S.Sulpicius, Confuls. 

% 

2.“ With what pretext could he cover fo perni* 
“ cious a defign? If the Confuls oppreffed any 
citizen, and abufed their authority, were 
u they not to be cited before the People, and 
cc obliged to have the Plebeians themfelves for 
u their judges, of which body the complainant 
“ was one ? That to aft asTerentillus did, was 
cc not to render theConfular authority, but the 
c: Tribunitian power, odious, and wilfully to 
difturb the peace and union re-eftablifhed be- 
cC tween the two orders. Fabius afterwards af- 
“ fuming a milder behaviour, addreffed himfelf 
cc to the other Tribunes, and defired them to 
cc intercede with their collegue, to wait the re- 
“ turn of the Confuls. 5 * They complied, and 
the affair was fufpended. 

The Confuls were immediately fent for. Lu¬ 
cretius returned laden with fpoils and glory. A 
Triumph was decreed him unanimoufly: but as 
he was more intent upon the public interefts than 
his own, his foie care was to pacify the People, 
and put an end to divifion. Several affemblies 
both of the Senate and People were held. The 
Tribune at length gave way to the Confuls au¬ 
thority, and defifted from his propofal. Lu¬ 
cretius then received the honour, of which he 
feemed the more worthy from his own delay of 
it. He triumphed with his army over the Vol- 
fci. The lefs triumph, called Cvatio , which 
had been explained elfewhere, was granted to 
the other Conful. 

§ 

P. VOLUMNIUS. 

Serv. Sulpicius. 

■ 

Terrible prodigies were feen the beginning of 
this year: the heavens all on fire, great earth¬ 
quakes, and a cow that fpoke. A dreadful 

fhowef 
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fhower .fell, not of, hail orfnow, but of bits of A.R 293. 
flefti. Birds of all kinds devoured part of it ; Ant * 
and what remained in the City and country lay 459, 
a long time without changing colour, corrupting, 
or occafioning a bad fmell. The book of the 
Sibyls which were confulted, declared, that the 
city was threatened with an irruption of ftrange 
enemies, who would reduce it to the brink of 
deftru&ion ^ and that it was neceffary above all 
things that feditions fhould ceafe. The Tri¬ 
bunes did not fail to fay, that the iaft article was 
added exprefsly to prevent the promulgation of 
the Law for eftablifhing known. Laws 3 and 
were not in the wrong. 

Livy in his hiftory often relates this kind of 
prodigies *, which has given occafion to accufe 
him of a ftupid and fuperftitious credulity. But 
he was far from believing what he faid of them, 
as he declares in feveral places, (a) At Rome, 
or in the neighbourhood , fays that hiftorian, many 
prodigies happened this winter , or (which is, ufual 
when once Juperfiition has taken hold of a People) 
many were reported , and believed by credulity. 

Befides which, as he found thofe prodigies re¬ 
lated in the annals of the Pontiffs, and the de¬ 
crees of the Senate, that ordained the expiation 
of them, the fidelity of hiftory did not permit 
him to fupprefs them. ( b) J made a kind of 
fcruple of confcience , fays he again, to confider 
things as unworthy of a place in my Annals , 
which perfons of confummate prudence had deemed 

C 4 worthy 

[a] Rojnse, aut circa ur- (b) Qusdam religio eft, 
bem, multa ea hieme prodi- quae illiprudentiffimiviripub- 
gia fafta, put (quod evenire lice fufeipienda cenfuerint, ea 
iolet motis feroel in religio- pro indignis habere (fuse in 
nem animis) multa nuncia- meos annales ttferam. 
ta, Si temere credita funt. 4.3. c.i. 

Liv. 1 . 21 . c. 62. 
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A.R. 293 ■ worthy of being expiated by public facrifices. Every 
Ant. C. body knows, that thefe prodigies made part of 
^' the religion of the antients: but I believe no¬ 

body will take offence at my not being too fcru- 
pulous in relating them. 

Tbidifputes The domeftic troubles began again concerning 
concerning the new law, which all the Tribunes in concert 


tbelawoffa pp 0rte d with vigour. The fubftance of it 

are renew - w ^ t0 : 54 That the People in the 

t d. u comitia duly afiembled, fhould chufe Decern - 

cc virij (that is to fay, ten commiffioners) ve- 
“ nerable for their age and wifdom : that thofe 
“ magiftrates ihould prepare a body of laws, 
“ to fove as fixed rules in all affairs public and 
cc private: that they ihould report them to the 
<c People, and afterwards that they ihould be 
“ fixed up in the Forum, in order that every 
one might have cognizance of them \ and 
“ that the magiftrates Ihould be ordered to con- 
“ form to them in all differences and difputes 
“ whatfoever from thenceforth/ 5 . 

The Confuls and Patricians protefted, that 
they would never permit laws to be propofed, 
in which the Senate had no part. They remon- 
ftrated, that laws were conventions, into which 


Offi, a 

young 

Patrician , 
Kssbo op - 

fofed the 
tu*vo lano 
is tried, 
and retires 
intobani/b- 
rr.er.t. 


a whole ftare, and not a Part of it only, ought 
to enter. Never had difputes been more warm. 
Both Tides feemed to prepare in a manner for a 
battle, that was to determine the Public liberty. 
t Amongft the Patrician Youth, Csefo Quin- 
tius, the Son of L. Quintius Cincinnatus, had 
at that time moft credit and the greatefl number 
of Partifans. His birth and great fortune gave 
him the preference to any perfon of his age. Be- 
fides which, his perfon was advantageous, his 
vatour and capacity in war unequalled, and 
he had an happy genius for fpeaking. This 

young 
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young Senator (a ) 9 furrounded by a great body A.R. 297. 
of the Patricians, was confpicuous amongft the Ant - c * 
reft, and as if all Confular and Di&atorial pow~ 45 * 
er were included in his Angle voice and force, 
he fuftained alone all the (forms of the Tri- 
bunitian fury and the People’s violence. He 
inceffantly inveighed againft the Plebeians, 
without fparing either the harfheft terms, or 
the moft outrageous treatment. 

The Tribunes exafperated to the higheft de¬ 
gree, vowed his deftruttion. Virginius, one of 
them, cited him before the People. That cita¬ 
tion, far from abating his courage, only infla¬ 
med it. He ftill perfifted in oppofing the law 
with more ardor than before ; redoubled his 
infults and reproaches of the Plebeians, and 
attacked the Tribunes without any referve, as 
having then a juft caufe for making war upon 
them. They were not forry for that, as they 
faw he only enraged the People the more againft 
him, and fupplied them with new matter of 
grievance. When the day. for his appearance 
arrived, and Caefo faw the danger at a nearer 
view, he grew extremely more humble, and 
affuming the air and tone of a (1) fuppliant, 
fubmiflively implored the People’s clemency. 

All the moft illuftrious Senators interefted them- 
felves warmly in his behalf, and gave an authen¬ 
tic teftimony of his diftinguifhed meric. Lucre¬ 
tius 


{a) Hie cum in medio Pa- 
trum agmineconftitiflet, emi- 
nens inter alios, velutomnes 
di&aturas confulatufque ge- 
rens in voce hac viribus fuis, 
unus impetus tribunitios po- 
pularefque procellas fuftine- 
bat. Lin). I. 3. c. 11. 

(i) This is Livy's account 
tif Cafo's behaviour on this 


occajton, which Dionyjius Ha- 
licamaffenfis contradicts. The 
latter fays> that when Cafo 
was called upon to plead\ he 
refufed to own the jurifdiSiion 
of the AJfembly y and offered to 
fubmit to the judgment of the 
Confuls , whom be affirmed to 
be his legal judges. 
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3 tius efpccially, who had been Conful .the year, 
before, ail glorious from his late triumph, divi¬ 
ded the honour of it with him, extolling the 
valour which he had Ihewn in the battle, and 
repeating, as an eyewitnefs, the afts of bravery 
by which Csfo had fignajized himielf. He ex¬ 
horted the People not to fuffer a young Patrici¬ 
an of l’uch excellent qualities to be loft amongft 
ft rangers, who could not but be of the greateft 
advantage to any city that fhould receive him. 
He added, 44 That the impetuofity of his ge- 
44 nius which gave offence, wouid continually 
44 abate with time ; and that what he now 
44 wanted, that is to fay, coolnefs of temper 
44 and prudence, would every day improve and 
44 gain ground in him. That his faults fubfi- 
“ ding, and his good qualities perpetually ad- 
44 vancing towards maturity, they might well 
44 fufrer lb great a man to thrive and grow old 
46 in his country.” Quintius his father, firna- 
roed Cincinnatus, did not touch upon his foil’s, 
praifes, to avoid irritating envy, 44 but en- 
44 aeavouring to mollify the People, and in- 
44 cline them to lenity by his earned intreaties 
44 and tears, he conjured them, if he had never 
44 injured any onj either in word or deed, and 
44 his life and conduct had been hitherto irre- 
44 proacnable, that he would grant him their 
44 grace lor a foil worthy of companion, and 
44 pardon fomething to his years and impru- 
64 dtnee” 

The people, moved at the fight and tears of 
that venerable old man, feemed difpofed to fa¬ 
vour Csefo ; when the Tribune, who perceived 
it, immediately produced a witnefs he had fub- 
orned : this was Volfcius, who had been Tri¬ 
bune of the People lome years before. He de- 
pofed againft the accufed, that himfelf and his 

1 . . brother, 
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brother, returning from fupper at a friend’s A.R. 293. 
houfe, had been attacked byCaefo, in company Ant - C 
with fome other young perfons as wicked as* 59 ' 
himfelf. That his brother was killed upon the 
fpot, and that-himfelf had been left for dead, 
and had not recovered his health without great 
difficulty. This account entirely changed the 
difpofition of the People, who were very near 
paffing fentence of death upon the pretended 
criminal direftly. The Confuls put a ftop to 
that extravagance and fury, by reprefenting, 

(a) that an accufed perfon, who was not con¬ 
demned, and who had not had time to make 
his defence, could not be legally treated in that 

manner. The fentence was deferred till another 
day, and at the father’s requeft the fon was fuf- 
fered to depart, (1) giving fecurity. The next 
day the tribunes affembled the People in the 
Forum, where Caefo not appearing, he was 
condemned for default, and his fecurity, who 
were ten in number, were compelled to pay the 
money agreed upon. Thus this young Patri¬ 
cian, by the intrigues of die Tribunes and the 
artifice of Volfcius, who gave falfe evidence, 
as we (hall fee in the fequel, retired to Etruria 

into baniffiment. 

Caefo’s father was obliged to fell the greateft 
part of his eftate to make good the money paid 
by the fecurity, and retired to a village on the 
other fide of the Tiber, where he had a poor 
cottage and a fmall field, the foie remains that 
efcaped this wreck of his fortune. He fupported 
himlelf there by the labour of his hands, with a 

fmall 


(a) Cui rei capitalis dies lari. Liv. 1 . 3. c. 13. 
dida fit, & de quo futurum (1) Livy tells us this was 
propediemjudicium, eumin- the fir ft bailor fecurity given 
demnatum non debere vio- to the public. Lib. 3. c. ij. 
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A R.193 final] number of (laves, who affifted him in cul- 

Ant. c. tivating his piece of land, and led an obfcure 

and laborious life, his affliction and poverty pre- ' 
venting him from going to Rome, vifuing his 
friends, and affifting at the celebration of fefti- 
vals. The tribunes, however, 1 were not the 
better for having got rid of Csefo. The young 
Patricians became only the more haughty on 
that account •, but they adled in a different 
manner, and with a wife addrefs. After the 
banifhment of Csefo, when the Tribunes began 
to propofe the law, and, to remove thofe who 
oppofed the paffing of it, were for ufing fome 
violence, the young Patricians, who brought a 
great body of their clients along with them, 
repulfed the Tribunes with vigour, but in a 
body, and without any one’s diftinguifhing 
himfelf in a peculiar manner from the reft: fo 
that the People complained, that inftead of one 
Casfo, they had now a thoufand upon their 
hands. On the other days, nothing was kinder 
and more moderate than the fame young no¬ 
bility. They faluted the Tribunes refpectfully, 
entered into converfation with them, did them 
all manner of fervices, and even invited them 
to their houfes. Nothing infolent, nothing vi¬ 
olent, was feen, except when the law was pro- 
pofed: in other refpe&s their behaviour was 
entirely agreeable and popular. The Tribunes 
in confequence were not able to propofe their 
law, during that whole Confullhip i but were 

re-ele&ed by the People for the following 

year. 


S EX T. 
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SECT, II. 


The Tribunes fpread afalfe report of a confpiracy 
formed by the Patricians . The Sabine Herdo- 

nius feizes the Capitol in the night: he is de¬ 
feated and killed . Quintius Cincimatus y C<efo's 
father , is taken from the plow , and made Con- 
fill. He appeafes a tumult. He refufes to be 
continued in office. New troubles . L. Mtnu• 
cius being befieged in his camp by the AEqui y 
Q. Cincinnatus is created Dictator. He deli¬ 
vers the Confuly defeats the enemy ,• triumphs , 

and abdicates the Dittatorfhip at the expiration 
of ftxteen days . Ten Tribunes of the People are 
created injtead of five. Part of mount Aven- 
tine is given to the People, to build upon. The 
Tribunes propofe the Agrarian Law againy 
The Senate's reafons for oppoftng it fo ftrongly , 


C. Claudius. 
P. Valerius. 


A.R 

Ant. 

458. 


T H E Tribunes not obferving the fame ar¬ 
dour for their interefts in the moft con- 
fiderabie part of the People, whom the Patri¬ 
cians had conciliated by their good offices and 
other demonftrations of benevolence, fet new 
engines at work in order to render them fuf- 
pe&ed. Every means, however improbable in 
itfeif, feemed good, fo much had their paffion 
blinded them. u They fpread a report-in the 
44 city, and had the confidence to carry the 
“ news to the Senate itfeif, of a terrible confpi- 
“ racy, of which they had received certain ad- 
44 vice from different parts by feveral letters. 
44 Thefe they had counterfeited themfelves. 

“ Csefo, faid they, is at the head of ir, and 

44 now 



3 ° 

A.R.2g 
Ant. C. 
45S. 


C. Claudius, P. Valerius, Confute. 

now actually in Rome. The defign was to 
“ kill the Tribunes, and to put the Plebeians 
cC to the fword. The antient Senators had gi~ 
“ ven the Patrician youth commiffion to extir- 
“ pate the Power of the Tribunes, and to re- 

“ inflate the government upon the fame foot as 
<c it was before the retreat to the Sacred Moun- 
“ tain.” The Ccnful Claudius, who well knew 
theTiibunes, and of what they were capable, 
maintained that this pretended confpiracy was 
a meer fable, contrived to alarm weak minds 
and proved it dearly, even from the- circum- 
fiances of the account they had given of it. 

• He laid as much in the affembly of the Peo¬ 
ple. The mod difcerning of the Plebeians ea- 
fily perceived that there was nothing more in 
it, than a defign to intimidate them by ground- 
lefs fears. But fome gave into thefe falfe re¬ 
ports, and believed them true. That was e- 
nough for the Tribunes. It generally fuffices 
to thefe fowers of falfhoods and calumnies, that 
they make impreffion upon the minds of fome: 
that is gain enough for them. 
tt , • The Tribunes perhaps had fome confufed no- 

Herdcmus . r . r 1 

tht Sabin t:on or a confpiracy that actually broke out 
fr.zji di' fcon after, and their hatred had determined fuf- 
^^^picions and apprehenfions againft the Patricians, 
'cT.dkilUd w hich they ought to have levelled at an enemy 

without doors. This was Herdonius, a very 
rich and powerful Sabine, and {till more bold 
and ambitious, whom the divifions that prevail¬ 
ed at Rome had given hopes of making himfelf 
mafter of it. With a body of exiles and Haves, 
to above the number of four thoufand five hun¬ 
dred, he feized the Capitol in the night. He 
flattered himfelf that he could make the Haves 
take arms, bring over the exiles to join him, 
and even engage the meaner citizens to declar 

e 
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in his favour, by amufing them with the hopes A.R; 294. 
of making tht*n arbiters of the laws of the go- Am * c - 
vernment. His defign was, after having fur-^ 8, 
prized Rome, either to have made himfelf the 
Sovereign of it; or, in cafe he could not fup- 
port himfelf in the ufurpation with his own for¬ 
ces, to have delivered up the City to the .Sa- ■ 
bines. Affoon as he had taken the citadel, he 
began by putting all within it to the fword, 
that would not enter into the confpiracy, and 
take arms with him. The few who efcaped 
ran to the Forum, and fpread the alarm. To 
arms , to arms , the enemy are in the city> was 
the univerfal cry. The Confuls, uncertain whe¬ 
ther the danger were within or without the 
walls, were equally afraid either to arm the 
People, or to leave them unarmed. They con¬ 
tented themfelves with polling guards in the 
places where they were moft neceffary, and 
palTed the remainder of the night in great per¬ 
plexity, not knowing either what enemy, or 
what number, they had to oppofe. This the 
day-light (hewed them. Herdonius caufed bil¬ 
lets to be thrown into the City from the Ca¬ 
pitol, by which he invited the (laves to join 
him upon promife of their liberty. “ He de- 
“ dared that he had taken upon him the de- 
“ fence of the miferable, in order to rcinftate 
“ exiles unjuftly banilhed their country, and 
“ deliver flaves from the cruel yoke of fervi- 
“ tude. That he had rather the Roman Peo- 
“ pie (hould execute thofe views themfelves. 

“ Thar, if he law no hopes on that fide, he 
“ (hould have recourfe to theiEqui and Volfci, 

“ and (hould fet all the neighbouring dates in 
u motion, in order to effeft his defign. 1 * 

The Senate and Confuls began now to difeern 
the matter right. But befides what they knew 

for 
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A.R. 294. for certain, they apprehended, that the Veientes 
Ant. C. an j s a bines might have entered into this plot, 
45 and, whilft they had fo many of the enemy 

already in the city, that they might foon fee 
the Sabine and Etrurian legions arrive, followed 
by thofe of the Aiqui and Volfci, the eternal 
enemies of Rome, not to ravage the country 
as formerly, but to pofiefs themfelves of a city 
already half taken. Amongft fo many caufes 
of dread, their principal fear was in refpeft to 
the flaves, in whom they did not dare either 
to confide, not being affured of their fidelity, 
nor exprefs diftruft, for fear of making them 
enemies. 

One thing confoled them, which was, that 
they did not think there was any thing to ap¬ 
prehend from the People or the Tribunes. They 
confidered thedomeftiedifienfions as evils which 
generally broke out in times of peace and tran¬ 
quillity, and for which the prefent general 
trouble of the city did not feem to leave any 
room. However, thofe divifions were very 
near ruining it on this occafion. The fury of 
the Tribunes, or rather their phrenzy, rofe fo 
high, as to make them defirous to perfuade the 
People, that all this tumult was only a ftrata- 
gem of the Patricians to make a diverfion, and 
to prevent them from thinking of the law ; that 
it was their clients and friends who had feized 
the Capitol * and that as foon as they lhould 
fee their defign mifearry by the publication of 
the Law, they would retire with as much tran¬ 
quillity as they came. Accordingly they af- 
fembled the People for that purpofe, and pre¬ 
vented them from taking arms. 

The Confuls on their fide fummoned the Se¬ 
nate together, and being informed that the Peo¬ 
ple laid down their arms, and quitted their 

pofts, 
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pofts, they were feized with terror and amaze- A.R. 294. 
merit, and could fcarce believe fuch a madnefs Ant< c * 
poflible. Valerius, leaving his collegue in the 45 
Senate, flew to the affembly of the People. 

What is the meaning of this! cried he to the Tri¬ 
bunes! Are you for fubverting the commonwealth 
under the conduct and aufpices of Herdonius ? Has 
he then fucceeded in corrupting you, who could, 
make no imprejfion upon your Jlaves? How! wbilji 
the enemy are over our heads, do you make the ci¬ 
tizens lay down their arms, and do you think of 
making Laws ? Then addrefling himfelf to the 
multitude, he continued to this effeft. Remans, 
if you are neither moved by the danger of the city 
nor your own misfortunes , at leaf rejpeft the Gods 
of your country , who are in the hands of the ene¬ 
my. The mojl high Jupiter , Queen-Juno, Miner¬ 
va, and all the Gods and Goddeffes, are actually 
befieged. Slaves have pitched their camp in your 
temples . Does the manner in which we act, 
argue a People in their fenfes ? Whiljl the enemy 

are not only within our walls, but have made 
tbemfelves majlers of the citadel , we hold affem- 
blies with indifference , and deliberate with uncon¬ 
cern , as in times of peace and lei fur e! Ought we 
not rather , as many inhabitants as there are of us. 

Senators, Plebeians , Confuls , Tribunes, to take arms , 
to run to the Capitol , and deliver the augujl abode 
of the mofi high Jupiter ? 0 thou , whom we ac¬ 
knowledge for our father, divine Romulus , infpire 
thy defeendants with the fame courage, with which, 
thou didft formerly recover this citadel from the 
fame Sabines , when they had made tbemfelves ma¬ 
jlers of it by the means of money . Caufe thy Ro¬ 
mans to tread now in the well-known Jleps of thy 
felf and thy victorious army . For me, I am rea¬ 
dy, as Conful , to be the foremojl in following you, 

Yol. II. D as, 
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A.R. 294. as far as it is in the power of a mortal to follow 
Ah. c. a Q oc i' 

After having fpokethus, with a tone of au¬ 
thority, he commanded the citizens to take 
arms, 2nd declared, ct That he would treat all 
<c who fhould oppofe it, as enemies to the State, 
cc without regard to the Sacred Laws. That 
tc the Tribunes who forbade the citizens to take 
arm?, would arm them againft the Conful 
Valerius: and that he fhould not fear to aft 
<c in the fame manner againft the Tribunes, as 
tc his father had done againft the Kino-s.** 

cj o 

Ever)* thing feemed upon the point of termi¬ 
nating in the utmoft violence, and of exhibi¬ 
ting the {edition of the Romans as a fpe-ftacle 
to the enemy. However, the Tribunes could 
neither pals the Law, nor the Conful make the 
troops march to the Capitol •, and night fuf- 
pended the difpute. 

When the Tribunes who blew up the fpirit 
of difeord, were retired, the Senators mingled 
with the People, and each on their fide, in cir¬ 
cles, held aifeourfes fuitable to the prefent con¬ 
juncture. “ They implored the citizens to 
“ confider the danger to which they expofed 
“ the commonwealth, and to remember that 
“ the difpute was no longer between the Senate 
“ and People, but that alike, Plebeians as well 
cc as Patricians, citadel, temples, the Gods of 
44 the public, their Houfhold-Gods, were all 
abandoned to the enemy. 5 * 

Whilft thefe meafures were taken in the Fo¬ 
rum for appeafing the fedition, the Confuls 
polled troops at the gates of the city, and at 
other places, againft the Sabines and Veientes, 
in cafe they fhould come to attack Rome. 

The fame night, the inhabitants of Tufculum 
received the fad news of the taking of the Ca¬ 
pitol 
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pitol and citadel, and of the confufion that pre- A.P. 294* 
vailed in the city. L. Mamilius, at that time ^ nt * 
Didator of Tufculum, immediately affembied ^ 8 * 
the Senate, and reprefented, “ That they ought 
“ not to ftay till Rome fent to demand aid 5 
tc that the Gods could never give them a more 
u happy occafion for diftinguifiiing their zeal 
“ and attachment to fo powerful a neighbouring 
u city.” The troops were immediately levied, 
and fet out for Rome, near which they arrived 
at day-break the next morning. They were at 
firft taken for enemies, but the Romans foon 
difcovered their error. They were received with 
joy, and marched in order of battle to the Fo¬ 
rum, where Valerius, who had left his collegue 
to command at the the gates, drew up his troops 
alfo. For the citizens were not able to refift his 
warm exhortations and promifes. He had af- 
fured them, “ That after the Capitol was re- 
“ covered, and the tranquillity of the city re- 
“ ftored, if they would hear what he had to 
“ fay," and fuffer him to inform them of the 
<e artful, felf-interefted Views, which the Tri- 
“ bunes concealed under the Law in queftion, 

“ that he would not oppofe their Affcmbly. 

“ That the remembrance of his family, and the 
“ fir-name which he bore, were a kind of he- Publico!*. 

“ reditary engagement to him to fupport the 
“ interefts of the People, and that he fhould * 
u not depart from it.” 

Accordingly they followed him, notwith- 
ftanding the oppofition of the Tribunes, and '' 

advanced to the declivity of the Capitoline 
mountain, in conjun&ion' with the troops of 
Tufculum. A noble emulation of being the 
firft to' force the enemy, animated the Romans 
and allies. Their leaders encouraged them on 

both fides. The befieged, who relied foleljr 

D 2 upon 
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4. upon the advantageous fituation of their ground, 
began to tremble and be in diforder. They 
were pufhed with vigour, and driven back and 
purfued as far as the porch of the Capitol, when 
Valerius, who fought at the head of his troops, 
was unfortunately killed. Volumnius, a perforr 
of Conlular dignity, who faw him fall, caufed 
his body to be covered, and took his place. 
The ardor and fury with which the foldiers 
fouaht, occafioned their not perceiving fo fad 
2n event. They were victorious, before they 
knew they fought without a general. The tem¬ 
ple was polluted with the blood of a great num¬ 
ber of exiles •, and many were made prifoners. 
The Capitol was recovered in this manner after 
an obftinate defence of three days. 

The prifoners, freemen and flaves, were pu¬ 
nched, each according to his condition, the 
former by the lcfs of their heads, the latter by 
the crois. Great Thanks were returned the Tuf- 
cuians, who had diftinguifhed themfelves nolefs 
by their valour in fight, than their affe&ion in 
flying of themfelves to the aid of their allies. 
Preparations were made for purifying the Capi-' 
tol with the ufual ceremonies. The People, to 
do honour to the Conful’s memory, and render 
his funeral the more magnificent, contributed 
each a certain fum. 

This affair was nofooner happily terminated, 
^ than the Tribunes renewed their meafures, and 
. called upon Claudius to perform the promife, 
1, which Valerius had made to the People concern¬ 
ing the Law. The Conful amufed them at firft, 
and protracted -the affair, under pretext of the 
facriiices of expiation and thankfgiving, which 
required all his attention, and of the Ihews and 
game* 1 , which' he exhibited to the People. 
When all thefe ceremonies were over, and he 

3 could 
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could no longer elude their inftances and impor- A.R. 294. 
tunity, he declared that it was neceffary above Anc * ^ 
ail things to fubftitute a Confulin the room of 4> * 


Having, 


Valerius. Having, by this artifice, evaded 
their purfuit, he appointed a day for the tle&ion 
of his collegue. 

In the mean time, the principal Senators d 
liberated in lecrec upon the perion it was necef-C/w/w**- 
ceffary tochufe, and came to a refolution. On 
the day of the election, the whole firft Clafs, ^kclfrom 
com poled of the principal and richeft of the ci - the plow, 19 
tizens, who formed eighteen Centuries of ca -foConfut. 

valry and fourlcore of infantry, eledted L 

Quintius Cincinnatus Conful, father of Gefo,,^ J 
Quintius, whole trial and baniffiment we have 
feen above. The other Gaffes were not fo 


much as called upon to give their fuffrages, be- 
caufe, as we have already obferved, the firft 
alone, when unanimous, were the majority. 

This choice gave the People inexprcffible 
concern : for they were about to have a Conful 
jultly exafperated againft them, who was be- 
tides powerful by the favour of the Senate, by 
his perfonal merit, and by three Ions, of which 
not one was inferior to Casio in greatnefs of mind, 
and took place of him in point of prudence 
and moderation, that made them matters of 


themfelves in the warmed difputes, and left 
them at liberty to take all the mealures, and ufe 
all the cool addrefs, neceffary to thefuccefs of 
affairs. 


As i'oon as Quintius was chofen, the Senate 
difpatchcd deputies to invite him to take pof- 
teffion of his office. Pie' was at that time at 


work in his field. He was holding the plow 
himfelf, covered only from his reins to his knees, 
with a cap on his head. When he law the de¬ 
puties of the Senate, he (lopped his oxen, much 

D 3 furprized 
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A-R- 254.furprized at the croud of-people, and not know* 
Ant. C. ; n g w h 4t t hey wanted. One of the number ad- 
^ ' vanced, and gave him notice to drefs himfelf in 

a more convenient garb 4 upon which he went 
into his cottage, put on his cloaths, and came 
to thofe who waited for him. He was imme¬ 
diately faluted Conful. The purple robe was 
put on him, the Lifters with their axes placed 
themfclves before him to execute his orders, and 
he was defircd to repair to Rome. That fight 
gave him concern and affliction •, he was filent 
for fome time, and (bed tears. When he fpoke, 
he only faici •, My field then will not be fown this 
year. He then took leave of his wife, and 
having given her charge of the houfhold affairs, 
fet out for Rome. 

Happy times! admirable fimplicity ! Pover¬ 
ty was not univerfally practifed, but it was 
efteemed and honoured, and not confidered as 
a difqualification for the higheft dignities of the 
ftate. The conduct of-Quintius during his 
Confulfhip, wd! foon Ihew us what a noble na¬ 
ture, what confhnGy, and what greatnefs of 
foul, inhaoited a poor wretched cottage. 

Quintius having entered upon office, informed 
himfelf of ali that had paffed in the invafionof 
Hcrdonius. Taking occafion from thence to call 
an affcmbly of the People, he afeended the tri¬ 
bunal of harangues, and in his difeourfe, ap¬ 
plied himfeif no Iefs to rouze the Senate from 
their indolence and languor, than to reprove 
the licence and diforders of the People. He 
reproached the Senators, ct That it was through 
<f their continual facility in giving way to the 
cc pretenfions of the Tribunes, that they had 
encouraged and fuftained the infolence and 
• 5 rebellion of the People. That the city had 
“ no longer either rule, difeipline, or fubordi- 

“ nation. 

* * • 
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nation. That all virtue, conftancy, andA.R. 294* 
• a every other noble quality, that renders youth An g c * c * 

“ eftimable as well in peace as war, might be ^ * » 

« faid to have been banifhed from Rome with 
Jc his fon Csefo. That men, whole whole me- 
u rit confifted in making feditious fpeeches, 

■“ and fowing difcord between the two Orders 
“ of the State, prevailed by their intrigues to 
“ be continued two or three years in the office 
“ of Tribunes,.and to ad in it with tyrannical 
“ licence,” What then, cried he with juft in¬ 
dignation, has this Aulus Virginius, becaufe he 
was not in the Capitol, deferved punifment lefs 
than Appius Herdonius? I affirm, that to judge 
rightly of him , be has deferved it more . Her do - 
niits at leajt , in making bimfdf our enemy , did in 
fome fort put our arms into our hands j but the 
f ribiine, in impudently maintaining that there was 
neither war nor enemy, took your arms out of 
your hands, and gave you up defencelefs to your 
Jlaves and the exiles . And for you (fuffier me to 
fay it without offence either to Claudius myeollegue 
here prefent, or to the memory of Valerius) you 
made your enjigns advance againft the capitol, be¬ 
fore you had delivered yourJelves from the enemy 
that occupied the Forum! How fhameful is this■ to 
us, 'both in the fight of Gods and men / Whilfl the 
enemy were mafiers of the Capitol and citadel , and 
a leader cf flaves and exilesafter having profaned 
all things , had eftablijbed bis abode in the temple of 
the rnoft high Jupiter , the people of lufsulum took 
arm before they were taken at Rome. There is 
reafon to doubt, whether it was L. Mamilius, the 
general of Tufculum, or the Confuls Valerius and 
Claudius, that delivered the citadel of Rome. And 
as for us, who before would not fuffier the Latines 
to take arms in their own defence, even when the 
enemy was in their country, we had been now tin - 

D 4 done , 
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i.dcne, if the fame Latines in pure effeft of their good 
will bad not taken arms for us of their own accord. 
And so you. Tribunes , call it aiding the Plebeians, 
to give them up unarmed to the enemy ? If any 
one cf ike dregs of the People , with whom you 
herd , and cf whom you make a particular country 
did in It from the body of the State , fhould come and 
inform you , that his houfe was befet with armed 
florae s , you would believe it incumbent on you to run 
to his aid. But the mcft high Jupiter , befaged 
by armedJl.ives and exiles , did not feem worthy of 
being aided in the fight of the Tribunes. They de¬ 
mand, after this , to be corfdered asfacred perfons , 
they, to whom the Gods are not facred. ^ Covered 
as you are with crimes bo.h before Gods and men , 
you are for pajfing your Law this year. But I 
fwear to you , it Jhall not be \ and that I will 
focner lofe my life than fuffer it. fVe have taken 
our refolutwn. . My collegue and I are determi¬ 
ned to march the Legions againft the Aiqui and 
Volfci, I know not by what fatality the Gods are 
always mere favourable to us in war , than du¬ 
ring peace. 

So vigorous a difeourfe amazed the People. 
The Senate began to conceive hopes and refume 
courage. Tne other Conlul, too weak to aft 
as principal, Jaw with joy his collegue bring 
on the 2rfa:r 3 and feconded all his defigns with 
refolution. 


The Tribunes of the People treating thefe 
menaces as idle vapouring, afked with an air of 
contempt and infult, how the Confuls would 
march the troops into the field, as they would 
not be [offered to make any levies ? We have 
no occafon to make any , replied Quintius. The 
citizens , when they took arms to recover the Ca - 
pile!, all fwore to Valerius, not to lay them down 

without the Corfu!s order. In conference of that 

oalb % 
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oath, we order you, as many as took it, to ajfem - A.R.294. 
ble in arms to morrow at the lake of Regillus . An £ 

The Tribunes cavilled, fought evafions, and 45 * 
endeavoured to elude the force of the oath, and 
to rid the People of all fcruples, by anfwering, 
that Quintius was only a private perfon when 
the troops took the oath. Bur, fays Livy, the 
contempt of the Gods, which is fo common and 
prevalent in our days, was not known then. 

Oaths and laws were inflexible rules, to which 
thofe times conformed their conduit* and to 
wreft and accommodate them to one’s own.con¬ 
venience and appetites by fallacious interpreta¬ 
tions, was an art unheard of. Sed nondum h#c, 
qua nunc tenet , negligentia deitm venerat nec in - 
terpretando fibi quifque jusjurandum & leges apt as 
faciebat, fed fiiospotius mores ad ea accommodabat . 

Quintius went farther. -*After having caufed 
the enfigns to be brought from the temples: 

That nobody, faid he, may rely upon the intrigues 
of the Tribunes whilft I am tonful, you may be 
affured, that I Jhall not march back the army 
from the enemy's country, till the expiration of the 
term of my command . Therefore provide yourfelves 
with all that is necejfa?y , and prepare for encam¬ 
ping during the whole winter . This declaration 
ftruck the aflembly with terror, and the more 
becaufe the Conful’s tenacioufnefs of his rel'olu- 
cions was known. 

A report of another defign that Quintius had 
was whifpered about: this was, to call an af- 
fembly of the People at lome leagues from the 
city, and to caufe all that had been inftituted 
at Rome by the violence of the Tribunes to be 
annulled in it. It was even faid, that the Au** 
gurs had received orders to repair to the lake 
of Regillus, to prepare the place of the affirm- 
bly with the ceremonies neceffary on that occa- 

(ion, 
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294. fion. Now, in that cafe, the Tribunes could 

c - not oppofe the refolutions taken in it: for their 
right of appeal did not extend above a mile 
from Rome. But what alarmed the People ftill 
more, was Quintius’s often declaring, that when 
he quitted his office, he would not call an af- 
fembly for the election of Confuls: “ That in 
« the prefent extremity of affairs, the ufual re- 
“ medies did not fuffice. That the common- 
“ wealth flood in need of a Dictator, whofe 
“ fupreme authority, from which there was no 
“ appeal, might give an immediate check to 
“ the bad defigns of all who ffiould undertake 
“ todrfturb the tranquillity of theftate.” 

The Tribunes feeing that the alarm was ge¬ 
neral, and that the dilcontent againft them was 
upon the point of breaking out, repaired to the 
Senate, attended by a great number of the moft 
confiderable of the People. All of them, in 
defpair on account of the evils that threatened, 
them, implored with great cries the companion 
fometimes of the Confuls, and fometimes of the 
Senators. Quintius continued firm and inflex¬ 
ible, till the Tribunes promifed to fubmit to 
■what the Conful ffiould require of them. At 
his reaueft, the Senate then' paffed a decree in 
thefe terms: “ That the Tribunes ffiould nei- 
ther pais the Law, nor the Conful make the 
f‘ army take the field, this year: That, as to 
“ the reft, the Senate judged it contrary to the 
f : good of the commonwealth, to continue the 
f‘ magiltrates in their offices, and always to re- 
“ eledt the fame Tribunes. 

The tumult being appeafed, Quintius reinfta- 
. ted judiciary proceedings, which had been in¬ 
terrupted for many years. He rendered juftice 
- to all that applied for it, and terminated moft 
difputes in an amicable manner. He continued 

the 
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the whole day at his tribunal, was always eafy A.R.^, 
of accefs, and whatever the affair to be contefted Ant * 
might be, afted in regard to every body with 45 
abundance of goodnefs and moderation. By 
fo wife a con d uft, he rendered the government 
of the nobility fo agreeable, that the poor, the 
common people, and perfons of the moft con¬ 
temptible condition, had no longer occafion ei? 
ther to have recourfe to the Tribunes againft the 
oppreffion of the powerful, or to demand new 
laws for the eftablifhment of equality in trials, 
fo much were they fatisfied with that, which the 
ConfuPs equity obferved to all alike, and his 
impartiality in all affairs.. 

So peaceful a government could not fail of Cinciim* r 
applaufe; and the People in confequence ex- tu * refufe$ 
preffed their entire fatisfaftion in it. But what 
moft charmed them was, that Quintius, upon^^,^ 
the expiration of his term, refufed to be conti¬ 
nued in office with no lefs conftancy, than he 
had pain at firft in accepting it. And indeed 
the Senate forgot nothing that might induce him 
to comply with being continued in the Conful- 
Ihip and they were the more follicitous in that 
refpeft, becaufe as the Tribunes had got them- 
felves re-elected for the third time, they were 
very glad to oppofe them with a perfon capable 
of ftriking them with refpeft and awe, and of 
preventing .them from purfuing their attempts 
in favour of the new laws. 

Quintius had not yet fpoke with fo much 
force and vehemence, as he did on this occafi¬ 
on. It is a wonder , faid he, addreffing himfelf 
to the Senators, that your authority Jhould be de- 
fpifed by the People ? It is yourfelves that render 
it contemptible . Becaufe the People violate your 
decree in continuing their magijhates , you are for¬ 
doing the fame that you may not be outdone by 

3 fan 



44 C. Claud. Q^Cincinn. Confuls.’ 

A.R.294. them in temerity, as if to Jhew raofi levity and IF 

^2* cence, were to have mofi power in the common - 

43 ' wealth . For certainly there is more of both in vi¬ 
olating one's own decrees , than in infringing thofe 
of others. Fake my advice then. Fathers ; imitate 
the indifcretion of the populace \ and you, who 
ought to fet others examples , do ill yourfelyes by 
following theirs , rather than teach them to do well 
by following yours. But as for me, that 1 may 
aci direBly the r ever ft to the Tribunes, I declare , 
that I will not fuffer myfelf to be re-eleBed Conful , 
in contempt of your Decree. Then addreffing 
himfelf to hiscollegue; I conjure you Claudius , 
laid he, to prevent the Senate from committing fo 
grofs a fault, andflrenuoufly to oppofe their de- 
fign , if they perfifi in it ; and as to what concerns 
your [elf, I defire you to be affured , that far from 
iaking offence at your oppofition, as depriving me of 
an inert afe of honour, I ffall confider it as a mark 
of your friendfhip for me, as an exaltation of my 
own glory in the proof of my difintereftednefs , and 
as a fingular favour , that will fpare me the en¬ 
vy and fhame which the continuation of the Con - 
fulfhip might otherwife draw upon me. It was 
neceffary to comply with fo exprefs a refolution. 
The Senate prohibited the re-electing Quintius 
Conful, and declared, that if fuch prohibition 
did not take place, and the fuffrages were in his 
favour, that no regard fhould be had to them. 
He was not elected. 


With the higheft praifes and bleflings, and 
become the objeft of the univerfal erteem, ad¬ 
miration, and love, Quintius diverted himfelf 
of the purple, and made hafte to return to his 
oxen, plow, and cottage, where be lived as be¬ 
fore, by the labour of his hands. 

Is there any thing wanting to the glory of 
Quintius ? Can the greateft riches, the moft fu- 
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perb palaces, the mod fumptuous equipages,- 
difpute pre-eminence with the poor thatch and 
ruftic furniture of our illuftrious Hufbandman?' 
Do they leave behind them in the minds of thofe 
that behold them, the fame fentim.ents, as the 
Ample relation of what regards Quintius gives 
the reader? Can one, however prejudiced in 
favour of vanity and glare, deny him one’s 
efteem and admiration ? There is then fome- 
thing truly great, noble, and worthy of efteem 
in the character of this Roman. What an hap- 
pinefs is it Tor a ftate, a province, a city, when 
thofe who have the adminiftration of the govern¬ 
ment, approach, though at diftance. the fenti- 
ments which we admire in Quintius! An in¬ 
flexible conftancy for fu'pporting good order and 
difcipline, tempered with a mildnefs and candor 
proper for gaining the affe&ion of the people. 
A wonderful art and ability in difcerning and 
managing the pafiions. A conduct uniform, 
and always guided by reafon, never by humour 
and caprice. A love of the public good, fu- 
perior to all paffions and prejudices. An uni- 
verfal difintereftednefs, which never departs from 
itfelf. An indefatigable application to labour 
and the duties of his fun&ion, a refolut on 
proof againft all things in the adminiftration of 
juftice, and above all, a tender and lively zeal 
for the defence of the poor, and the weak un- 
juftly oppreffed. Quintius, by thefe rare and 
excellent qualities, appealed tumult, and put a 
ftop to licence during his confulfhip, which 
others were not capable of effecting. States would 
enjoy perpetual tranquillity, were they governed 
by prudent, moderate, and equitable perfons. 

This year there was a Cenfus: but it did not 
clofe with the ulual ceremonies, upon account of 
the taking of the Capitol, and the Conful’s death. 

Q^ Fabius, 
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L. Cornelius. 

bl a The domeftic troubles began again under the 

Dionyf. new Confuls* but were fufpended by the necefii- 

Lio.p.646ty the Romans were under of marching their 

t r0 ops in conjundion with thofe of the allies 
c.22—29. againft the enemy, who had taken the field on 

different fides. The taking of Tufculum by the 
iEqui, very m Jch affected the Romans, from 
the (till recent remembrance of the zeal its in¬ 
habitants had {"hewn for Rome in a like danger, 
when the Capitol was taken. Immediate aid 
was fent them •, but the enemy was retired before 
it arrived. The Roman arms were equally fuc- 
celsrul both againft the iEqui and Volfci. The 
revolt of the Antiates was punifhed by the ex¬ 
ecution of the ringleaders ; and both Confuls 

were granted the honour of a triumph. 

The Tribunes, in their abfence, had endea¬ 
voured to bring on the affair of the Laws: but 
it was deferred till their return, as well as the 
proceedings againft Volfcius, profecuted by the 
Qu^ftors and feveral others for falfe evidence in 
the trial of Caefo. Both thofe affairs were poft- 
poned till the following year. 

The Tribunes were continued for the fourth 
time, notwithftanding all the endeavours of the 
Confuls to prevent it. 

The Cenfus was compleated for the tenth time 
from the foundation of Rome; and the number 
of the citizens amounted to an hundred and 
thirty-two thoufand and forty nine. 


L. Minu* 
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The people in the neighbourhood of Rome Minucius 
would not fuffer it to remain in tranquillity."*^' 
The two Confuls were obliged to take the field* by the j£- 
Nautius againft: the Sabines, and Minucius gw'. . 
againft the Aiqui. The firft had fome fucceffes, 
but of fmall importance: the other rafhly gave 
into an ambufcade laid for him, and entered a 
defile, from which he found it not in his power 
to retire. Having attempted in vain to open 
himfelf a way through the enemy, he was re- 
pulfed with confiderable lofs, and obliged to re¬ 
turn to his camp, where Gracchus, the general 
of the iEqui, inclofed the Romans with a fofse 
and entrenchment, in hopes to oblige them by 
famine to lay down their arms, and furrender 

at difcretion. 

When this news came to Rome, it occafioned Cincima- 
univerfal terror and alarm. Aid was immedi- tusucna* 
ately difpatched: but at a Council, wherein the u & Dj&a* 
principal perfons of the Senate were prefent, 
was concluded, that the commonwealth flood Cmfuldt- 
in need of a Dictator, and the Conful Nautius,/**/'/£* 
who had been fent for to Rome, nominated enm) f trl “ 
Quintius Cincinnatus in virtue of his office. 

Livy, who does not mention the plow and po -theDimt- 
verty of Cincinnatus at his being raif&l to the tcrfcip at 

Confulfliip, interrupts his narration in this place, 
to awaken the attention of his readers by a re-^. 
fle&ion that is of all times and nations. (a) Let 
the blind admirers, of fortune , who defpife every 
thing in comparifonwith riches, and who think, that 

without 


(a) Opera pretium eftau- 
dire, qui omnia pra divitiis 
humana fpernunt, neqne ho- 


nori magno locum, nequc 
virtuti putant effe, nifi ubi 
effuse aMuant opes. 
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A.R. 296 without them there is no reatgreatnefs and virtue , 

give ear to what we are now going to relate. Lu- 
^ ' cius Quintius, the foie hope of the Roman peo¬ 
ple, lived in the country on the other fide of 
the Tiber, and palled his time in cultivating 
with his own hands a fmall piece of land of 
four acres, the only eftate that had efcaped the 
wreck of his fortune, and which has fince been 
called the meadow of Quintius. The deputies 
found him holding the plow in the fame garb, 
as we have defcribed him above when elefted 
Conful. They faluted him Di&ator, defired 
him to go to Rome, and told him in what con¬ 
dition the army was. A bark had been provi¬ 
ded to carry him thither. On his landing 
he was met by his three fons, accompanied by 
many of his relations and friends, and by the 
greateft part of the Senate. Sutrounded by this 
numerous train, and preceded by four and 
twenty Liftors, he repaired to his houfe. Up¬ 
on his entrance into Rome, his firft care was to 
harangue the People, in order to remove 'their 

fears. The next morning before light he 

o o 

nominated L. Tarquitius, general of the horfe, 
a Patrician by birth; but who, on account of 
his poverty, had always ferved in the foot, and 
had diftinguifhed himfelf by his valour above 
all the young nobility. With him he repaired 
to the affimbly, put a flop to judiciary pro¬ 
ceedings, caufcd the fhops to be fliut up, and 
prohibited ail work and labour whatfoever. 
This was the cuftom in times of great dan¬ 
ger, in order that the citizens might attend foie- 
ly to the fafety of the date. He ordered all. 
capable of bearing arms, to affemble before 
fun-fee in the field .of Mars, each with bread 

for 
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for five days, and twelve palifades. The old AR. 296* 
men, who were not in a condition taferve, were Ant * 
employed in baking bread for their neighbours-, 45 ^* 
and the foldiers difperfed themfelveson all fides 
in queft of (takes.. At the time and place pre¬ 
fixed, all aflembled, equipped as they had been 
commanded. 

The Diftator at the head of the infantry, and 
Tarquitius at that of the horfe, fet out with fhe 
army, drawn up, not only for marching, but 
battle, in cafe of neceffity. The officers and 
foldiers animated each other on their way by 
animadverting, “ That it was necefiary to make 
u the utmoft expedition, in order to come up 
<c with the enemy in the night. That the 
44 Conful and Roman army had now been be- 
“ fieged three days. That it was impofiible to 
44 know what might happen every moment of 
u the day or night. That the fmalleft part of 
“ time often determined the greateft events.” 

The ardor of the troops, as well foldiers as offi¬ 
cers, was inexpreffible. 

Ac length they arrived about the middle of 
the night near Algidum, a city in the country 
of the Latines, and halted when they perceived 
themfeives not far from the enemy. The Dic¬ 
tator mounted on horfe-back, and having exa¬ 
mined the form and extent of the camp of the 
iEqui, as much as the night would admit, he 
made his army extend itfelf around them, with 
orders to his foldiers to throw up an intrench- 
ment before them, to fortify it with palifades, 
and-to raife a great cry all together at the firft 
fignal chat fhould be given. Thofe orders were 
punftually executed. The cries reached the 
camp of the enemy and that of the Conful at 
the fame time, and carried with them terror 
and confternation to the one, and joy and con- 

Voi. II. E fidence 
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A.R. 296. fidence to the other. The Romans conceived 

that aid was arrived ; and the Conful conjeftu- 
- ring it probable, that the action was begun, and 
that the enemy’s camp was attacked on the fide 
next the country, ordered his troops to take 
arms, and tollow him : his defiga was to make 
a diverfion. The battle- began in the night, 
and by the cries which the Conful’s troops railed 
on their fide, the Diiftator’s Legions knew that 
they were engaged. The TEqui were preparing 
to prevent the workmen from carrying on their 
intrenchment, and from furrounding them, 
when the fear left the befieged, who had be¬ 
gun the attack, ihouid break into their camp, 
obliged them to face on that fide with almoft all 
their forces, .and to leave the workmen undif- 
turbed during the reft of the night * for the 
iEqui fought till day-break with the Conful. 
They were by that time almoft entirely inclofed 
by the Dictator, who prefcntly after made his 
troops charge their camp. Attacked in this 
manner on all Tides, and obliged to fight with 
both armies at once, they foon perceived that 
they were not in a condition to defend them- 
irlvcs, and afked quarter on both Tides, implo¬ 
ring the Romans not to purfue their viftory to 
the entire defttuclion of their nation. The con¬ 
ful referred them to the Dictator, whoanfwered 


their deputies, that he was willing to fpare their 
blood, and grant them peace: but in order to 
draw from them a public confeffion, that .their 
nation was conquered and fubjected, he infilled 
that they Ihouid lay down their arms, and pafs 
under the yoke. That as for Gracchus, author 
of the war, and the reft of their leaders, they 
fnouid deliver them up bound hand and foot, 
in order to their being treated with the utmoft 
rigour. The iEqui confcnting to all he de- 

. mandfd, 



L. Minucius, C. Nautius* Confula. 

manded, he required farther, that to make Tuf-A.R. 
culum amends, a city in alliance with the Ro- Anc> 
man People, which they had taken, plundered, 4 ^ * 
and fubje&ed without any previous injury from 
the inhabitants, they fhould give up Corbio to 
the Tufculans, to be plundered by way of re- 
prifal. The deputies, to whom thefe anfwers 
had been given, returned foon after with Grac¬ 
chus and the principal officers of their army in 
chains. The iEqui quitted their camp, with¬ 
out arms and almoft without habits, paffed in 
review before the Roman troops, according to 
the Di&ator’s orders, and one by one were made 
to pafs under the yoke. The yoke was formed 
of two fpears fixed in the earth, with a third 
laid acrofs and fattened at the tops of them in 
the form of a gibbet: this was the higheft in¬ 
famy that could be inflidted on the vanquiflied. 
They afterwards furrendered the city of Corbio, 
as had been agreed. The only favour they 
afked was, that the free inhabitants fhould be 
fuffered to quit the place; and in exchange they 
releafed the prifoners taken at Tufculum. 

The Di&ator abandoned the whole camp of 
the enemy, which was very rich, only to his own 
troops. As to the army under the Conful Minuci- 
us, which had given way before the enemy, and 
had been repulled into their camp, he thought it 
an extraordinary favour to remit them the pu- 
nilhment fo fhameful a cowardice had deferved. 

Ton foldiers ( a J, faid he to them with a fevers 
tone, who were upon the point of being the enemy's 
prey your[elves, Jhall have no (hare in their fpoils. 
Then turning towards the Conful: And as for 

E a you 


S 1 

29 6 ' 

e. 


(a) Carebis, inquit, prze- fularem animum incipias ha- 
dse parte, miles, -ex eo hofte, here, Ltgatus his legionibus 
cui prope p;$dce fuiili. Et praeris. Li*v.- 
*u, L. Minuci, donee Con- 
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56 .you, L. Minucius , continued he, fill you begin to 

• have the fpirit and ability of a Conful, you Jhatt 
command tbefe legions only as lieutenant. Minu¬ 
cius accordingly was obliged to divefthimfelf of 
the ConfiiKhip. This was a moft feftfible affront 
for the troops, and a ftill greater for the general. 
But difcipline was fo religioufly obfetved at that 
time, and people (b) fubmitted with fo much 
docility to fuperior merit in authority, that this 
army, lefs fenfible to the ignominy than the 
benefit they had received, both decreed the 
Di&ator a crown of gold of a pound weight* 
and at his departure faluted him their patron 

and proteftor. 

Qumtius returned to Rome, where he received 
the honour of the mod fplendid triumph that 
had ever adorned any general's fucccfs, for 
having in the fpace of fixteen days* during which 
he had been invefted with the Di£tatorfhip, 
faved the Roman camp from the moft evident 
danger defeated and cut to pieces the army of 
the enemy, taken and plundered one of their 
fineft cities, and left agarnfon in it •, and Jaftly, 
gratefully repaid the Ttrfculans the fervice they 
had renewed Rome. The general, and the moft 
confiderable of the iEqui, walked in chains be¬ 
fore his chariot *, and the enfigns taken from them 
were carried before him. The army followed 
laden with booty. Tables were fpread before 
all the houfes. The feldiers, flopping feme- 
times at them, followed the chariot, making the 
whole city refoand with acclamations of tri¬ 
umph, 


(b) Sed adeo turn impe- 
rio meliori animus manfuete 
obediens erar, at beneficii 
magis quam ignommis hie 
exercitus memor, & coronam 


auream Dittatori libras pondo 
decreverit, k proficifcentem 
£um -patron urn jSdutaverit. 

Liv . 
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umph, mingled with fongs, in which the mili- A R. 

tary liberty prevailed, n 6 c * 

Methinks I fee poverty enter Rome in tri- 45 
umph with Cincinnatus. It appears here cloath- 
ed with purple, and with a pompous equipage; 

but it does not derive its luftre from them. It 

» • 1 • ♦ 

rather adorns that pomp, and exalts the fplen- 
dor of the purpie* The Dictator will foon re¬ 
turn to his field and his labour: bqt he will nei¬ 
ther be lefs great, nor lefs venerable in his hum¬ 
ble, poor cottage, than he is now upon his car 
of vidtory. What force, what power has vir¬ 
tue (a )! It lends its luftre to all that furrounds 
it, and imparts to every thing an irradiation of 
glory and magnificence. Whatever it touches^ 
becomes amiable, confpicuous, admirable, not- 
withftaoding an outfide, that feems only proper 
to excite contempt. 

The fame day, by the unanimous confent of 

the People, the freedom of Rome was conferred 
L. Mamilius of Tufculum. He had well 


deferved it by his zeal in aiding the Romans 
againft Herdonius: but however their attention 
in difcharging the duties of gratitude, which 
are often negle&ed, has fomething noble, and 
and therefore moft beautiful in it. 

Quintius would have abdicated the Di&ator- 
fliip direftly, but for the affair of Vqlfcius, 
which the Tribunes would have perpetually pre¬ 
vented from being tried, if the authority of the 
Di&ator had not intervened. He was convidted 
of having given falfe evidence by many incon- 
teftablp proofs, amongft others, by Csefo’s be¬ 
ing proved to have been abfent from Rome at 

E 3 the 


fa) Quidquid attigit, in que, condecorat. Quidquid 
fimilitudinem i'ui adducit, & tra&avit, id amabile, confpi- 
tingit—Interdum domosto- cuum, mirabiie, faci;. Smu* 
fas, quas intravit, difpofuit- 66. 


On 
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A-R- 296 the time he had accufed him of committing a 
Ant. C. mur( j er< The criminal was condemned to per- 
^ * petual banifhment •, which was a fmall punifh- 

ment for fo black a calumny; and retired to 
Cic. pro Lanuvium, Csefo was recalled, and the Tri- 
como iua.bunes, who faw how much his father was efteem- 

_ Q £ 7 

’ u ’ ed and beloved by the People, did not dare to 

oppofe fo equitable a fentence. 

Quintius then, who had received the' fove- 
reign power of Dictator for fix months, re¬ 
nounced it at the expiration of fixteen days in the 
prefence of the whole People, after having ren¬ 
dered them an account of his adminiftration. 


He carried his generofity (till farther. The 
Senate having offered him as much of the lands 
he had conquered, as he fhould think fit to ac¬ 
cept, with as many (laves and cattle as were ne- 
cefnry to ltock them ; and on another fide his 
relations and friends, who had nothing more at 
heart than to procure a more eafy fortune for a 
perfen of his great meric, having ufed their ut- 
moft endeavours to prevail upon him to receive 
fome preients, he returned them his thanks in 
terms of great acknowledgment, but would ac¬ 
cept of nothing. He had no paffion nor defire 
beyond the field he cultivated, and the laborious 
life he had embraced : more glorious and con¬ 
tented with his poverty, than the richeft with 
their treafures. 


We may obferve here that the fhining exam¬ 
ples exhibited by Quintius, his love of poverty, 
his laborious induitry in cultivating his field, 
his fober and frugal life, his zeal for ferving 
his country without reward, his conftant re- 
fufal to accept lands that might augment his 
.revenue ; thefe, I fay, were then the manners of 
the public, and configured the character of the 
Roman people. Examples of this kind made 

fo 

■ 
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fo profound an impreffion upon them, that, in A.R 296* 
the latter times, when corruption prevailed, and Anc C. 
even under the Emperors, the fame virtues were 45 
efteemed in the perfons who pra&ifed them : 
which is a circumftance not obferved of any 
other people. 

The Tribunes of the People were continued 

for the fifth time. 

■ 


Minucius. 
C. Hor atius. 


A.R.297. 
Ant. C. 
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{ The TEqui and Sabines took the field again. War with 
They ravaged the lands of the Romans and 2I JEqui 
lies with a boldnefs and inlolence, which g ave ^f^’ 
caufe to apprehend for Romeitfelf. The Con-£>j on> j 
fuls decreed, that the levies fhouid be made, 10. p.652 
Which the Tribunes, according to their cuftom,"". 68 ®* 
did not fail to oppofe. Quintius, who had c lv ^'^'‘ 
been Diftator the year before, and was returned 
from the country, was of opinion, that, in cafe 
the Tribunes fhouid perfift in their oppofition, 
the Confuls, and all the Patricians with their 
clients and friends, fhouid take arms, and march 
againft the enemy. He was perfuaded, that 
their example would bring over a great number 
of the citizens,. and excite the zeal of all thofe 
who had a fincere regard for the public good. 

He added, that for his part he fhouid be one of 
the firft to join in that glorious undertaking, and 
hoped that he fhouid find in his zeal lor his 
country the priftine vigour of his youth. 

The advice of Quintius being univerfally ap¬ 
proved, all the Senators, after having returned 
home, and armed them Fives, repaired with 
their children, clients, and friends to the Fo¬ 
rum, whither the Conful C. Horatius had fum- 
moned • the Afftmbiy. The fight of fo mai^y 

E 4 . venerable 
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Ten Tri- 


The 


f.-VC. 


ture. 


A R. 297. venerable old men, who generoutly devoted. 
Ant C. themfelves for the prefervation of the common-, 

wealth, made a lively impreffion upon the Peo-. 
pie, and drew tears from the eyes of almolt all 
that were prefent. The Tribunes faw plainly, 
that they were upon the point of being aban¬ 
doned, and gave the Confuls to underftand, that 
they had a new propofal to make, which per¬ 
haps would not difpleafe the Senate, and might 
reconcile every thing. 

The Senate affembled in confequence. 
IJnfso/tbe Tribunes, who were admitted, declared, they 
arc would confent that the levy fhould be made, 
creatcJin- u p 0n condition that inftead of five, ten Tri- 

jj Un€S fh ou ld be created every year for the fu- 

This new creation did not feem at firft 
of any prejudice to the commonwealth, Clau¬ 
dius however ftrongly oppofed it, and fhewed 
in few'words, that it was not to be expe&ed the 
People would become more docile and tradable^ 
when their magiftrates were multiplied •, and that 
fo far from it, it would only make them more 
favage and infolent. Quintius, vvhofe authori¬ 
ty was fo highly relpeSed, affirmed on the con¬ 
trary, that to increafe the number of the Tri¬ 
bunes, would be of advantage to the Senate, be- 
caufe the more there were of them, the lefs 
would be their union amongft themfelves. This 
opinion prevailed, and was confirmed by a de¬ 
cree of the Senate, which permitted the People 
to create ten Tribunes annually, but upon con¬ 
dition, that none who were in that office at 
prefent, fhould be re-elc&ed the firft year. The 
People, to prevent all cavil and debate that 
might arife upon that head when the war was 
over, affembled immediately, and nominated the 
ten Tribunes. This change was made thirty-fix 
years after the firft inftitution of that office. 

The 
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The Confuls immediately marched againft A.R. 297 
the enemy, and defeated them without diffi- Ant -• 
culty. y 45S - 


M. Valerius. 

■ 

Sp. Vircinius. 


A.R. 298. 
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■ 

The Roman People had no war abroad du- Part of 
riog this year, but difputes were renewed %i mount A ~ 
home. Icilius, one of the Tribunes, demand- ^antedthe 
ed that ground upon mount Aventine fhould People to 

be granted to the People to build upon. This buildup™. 
hill, of no great height, and about twelve fta- 
dia in circumference, (fomethiug more than half 
a league) was inclofed within the walls of the 
city, but was not entirely inhabited: there was 
a void fpace uppp it planted with trees, which 
ferved for the convenience of the public. As 
the Confuls deferred anfwering, and endeavou¬ 
red to gain time, the Tribune difpatched a Ser¬ 
jeant to the Confuls to command them in his 
name to affemble the Senate immediately, and . 
to repair to it therafelves without delay. The 
Confuls, enraged at fo bold and fo new a pro¬ 
ceeding, ordered theferjeant, who brought thofe 
orders, to be driven away with ftripes by a 
Lidtor. Icilius and his collegues, offended at 
that infult, feized the Liftor, and dragged him 
away in order to put him to death. The Se¬ 
nate, being unwilling to ufe violence, endea¬ 
voured to bring over fome one of the Tribunes. 

But Icilius had been beforehand with them, and 
had made the Tribunes fwear, that none of them 
would oppofe the proceedings of their collegues, 
their whole ftrength confifting in their union. 
However, at the requeft of the*magiftrates they 
releafed the Liftor. The Senate at length conr 
fented,tbat thelawffiould pafs. Irwas, “ That 

“ the 
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the eftates legally acquired by particulars up¬ 
on mount Aventfne; fliould eontinuein their 
pofkuion : that thofe who fhould be difeo- 
vered to have built upon ground ufurped ei¬ 
ther by fraud or force, fhould be obliged to 
reftore it for the ufe of the People, upon be¬ 
ing reitnburfed the expencqs they had b$en 
at in' building, according* to efti'mates to 
betaken by proper perfons: that the reft of 
the ground, which belbnged - to the public, 
fhould be diftributed amongft the People, 
without any demand on that account.” 


There was nothing unreafonable in this Law, 
and the Senate ought to have 1 pafled it of their 
own accord, and to have prevented the Tri¬ 
bunes demand : but the People-obtained nothing 
from them, but at the point*of-the fword, the 


oppofition was fo great, and‘become in a man¬ 
ner natural between the two Orders. After the 


publication of the Law, the Plebeians affem- 
bltd, and drew lots for the pieces of ground, 
which- had been granted them. Every one 
built according to bis power. Some joined twd 
or thu-e together, and J ere< 9 :ed an houfe at their 
common txpence, of which the one had ; the 
firft, and the others the other ftories. Thii 
whole year paffed in building, which the num¬ 
ber of the citizens, that continually augmented'^ 

made neceftary. ‘ / - ; • 

But what gave the authority of the Confuls a 
confiderable wound in this difpute, was that th 7 e 
Yal.Max. Tribunes, after the example of Icilius, retained 
L 2. c. 2. the power of adembling the Senate, though-at 

their inftitution they did not prefume to enter in¬ 
to fo auguft a place, without being called in, 
and uled to wait in the porch, till they were in¬ 
formed of the resolutions of the Fathers. 


The fame Tribunes of the People were con¬ 


tinued. 


T. Romi- 
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•' Rome had been for fome years a perpetual ‘ibeTri- 
fcene of revolutions. Concord and Divifion a I - ^ s J e r °j 
ternately fucoeeded each other. ■ Unity prevail-•* 
fed* in "the- city,-whilft there -was war abroad 5 Laws 
and affoori as peace was reftdred, the do me (lie 
troubles took place" again. -They, were very vio¬ 
lent from the beginning of this year. 

‘• • The Tribunes brought on more vigoroufly 
than ever the affair of the Agrarian Laws, 
which had been fufpended-for thirty years, and 
that of the New Laws, the inftitution of which 
had been demanded during a confiderable length 
of- time. The day appointed for the aifembly 
being arrived, the T ribunes began with the 
Agrarian Laws. After having expatiated on 
their juftice and neceflity, they left every one 
that thought fit at liberty to fpeak in favour of 
thofe Laws. Many presented themfelves, and 
repeated the great fervices they had done in war. 

They exclaimed that it was highly lhameful 
they fhould have no part of the many lands 
which they had taken from the enemy, and that 
all thofe new inheritances, that of right apper¬ 
tained to the public, fliould be polfeffed by rich 
particulars, whofe credit and violence were the 
only titles they could pretend for enjoying 
them. They demanded, that as they (hared 
with the Patricians in the labours and dangers, 
in which the occafions and interefts of the com- 
.monweakh engaged them, they might alfo (hare 
with them in the advantages and comforts ac¬ 
cruing from them. 

The People heard thefe difeourfes with plea- 
fure: but nothing affefted them fo much as the 
fpeech of L. Siccius, firnamed Dentatus. He 

was 
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Dionyf. 
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A.R. 299. was of an advantageous ftature and perfon, re* 

Anr. C. tuned all his ftrength and vigour, though fifty- 

eight years of age ; was a man of fenfeand pru* 
dence, and fofficiently eloquent for a foldier. 
He advanced into the midft of the affembly, 
and fpoke to the following effeft. Ijbould ne¬ 
ver make an end , Romans, were I to, recent the 
particulars of all that I have done for the ferpice 
and glory of this commonwealth. 7 0 avoid being 
tedious, IJhall only repeat in few words the prin¬ 
cipal aftions of my life. This is the fortieth year 
that I have ferved my country , and the thirtieth 
that l have been an officer , fometims at the head 
of a battalion, and fame times as commander of 4 
Legion. During the forty years that J have car¬ 
ried arms, I have ken in twenty-fix battles ; / 
have received forty^fve wounds , all honourable , 
and none that I have reafon to be afhamed of I 
received twelve in one day , when Herdonius bad 
feized the Capitol. I have been in few battles , 
without bringing of the prize (1 ) of valour. I 

have 


(l) Kfnntt, ia his Reman 
Antiquities, (Part 11. c. 1 6 ) 
gives the following account 
of the military rewards men¬ 
tioned here, which it was 
thought proper to ififert at 
length in this place. 

'I he encouragement of 
valour and induftry was much 
more conhderable than the 
proceedings agaiaH the con¬ 
trary vices. The moft confi- 
derable (not to fpeak of the 
Promotion from one Ration 
to another, nor of the occa¬ 
sional donatives in money, 
difiinguijhed by this name 
from the Iargefles bellowed 
on the common People, and 
termed Om^iariiJ were, firit. 
the Dona Impcratoria ; fuch US 


The Hafia pura, a fiqe 

fpear of wood without any 

iron on it s fuch an one as 

w • 

Virgil has given Sylvius in 
the fixth book ofthe ASneids, 
ver. 760. 

lilt, <vidts ? pura jwvenis 
qui nititur baft a . 

This prefent was ufualJy 
bellowed on him, who in 
fome little £kirmi£h had kiL- 
led an enemy, engaging him 
hand to hand. They were 
reckoned very honourable 
gifts, and the Gods are com¬ 
monly reprefented with fuch 
fpears on the old coins. Mr, 
Walker derives hence the 
cuftom of our great officers 
carrying white rods or Haves, 
as enfigns of their places. 

The 
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have been crowned fourteen times by as many citi - A.R.299. 
zens, wbofe lives I badfaved on different occafions . Ant * 

1 have obtained the crown Obfidionalis y after ha-^' 


The Armillee , a fort of 
bracelets, given upon account 
of eminent fervice only to 
fuch as were born Romans. 

The Torques, golden and 
filver collars, wreathed with 
curious art ahd beauty. Pliny 
attributes the golden collarsto 
the auxiliaries, and the filver 
! to the Roman foldiers; but 
this is fuppofed to be a 
xniflake. 

The Phaleret >, commonly 
thought to be a fuit of rich 
trappings for'ahorfe, but, be- 
caufe we find them bellowed 
on Che foot as well as the ca¬ 
valry, we may rather fuppofe 
them to have been golden 
chains of like nature with 
the Torques, only chat they 
deem to have hung down to 
the bread; j whereas the 
others went only round the 
neck. The hopes of thefe 
two laft are particularly ur¬ 
ged, among the advantages 
: of a military life, by Juve¬ 
nal, Sat. XVI . < 1 >er. 60. 

Ut l<£ti phaleris omnes , 
torquibus ornnes. 

The Vexi I la, a fort of ban- 
ners of different colour, 
worked in filk, or other cu¬ 
rious materials, fuch as A u- 
guftus beftowed on Agrippa, 
after he had won the battle 
of Adlium. 

Next to thefe were the fe- 
veral coronets received on 
various occafions. As, 

Corona Civica , given to any 
fold ier-that had faved the life 
tf a Roman citizen in an 


ving 

engagement. This was reck¬ 
oned more honourable than 
any other crown, though 
compofed of no better ma¬ 
terials than oaken boughs. 
Virgil calls it Chilis Quercus, 
JEn. VI. ver. 772. 

Atq\ umbrata gerunt chib 
temper a quercu. 

Plutarch has guelTed very 
happily at the reafon why the 
branches of this tree lhould 
be made ufe of before all 
others. For the oaken wreath, 
fays he, being otherwife fa- 
cred to Jupiter, the great 
guardian of their city; they 
might therefore think it the 
moft proper ornament for 
him who had preferved a ci¬ 
tizen. Befides, the oak may 
very well claim the preference 
in this cafe; becaufe in the 
primitive times, that tree 
alone was thought almoft 
fufneient for the preferving 
of man’s life : Its acorns 
were the principal diet Of 
the old mortals, and the 
honey which was commonly 
found there, prefented them 
with a verypleafant * liquor. 

It was a particular honour 
conferred on the perfons 
who had merited this crown, 
•that when they came to any 
pf the public fhows, the 
whole company, as well Se¬ 
nate as People, fhould figni- 
fy their refpefr, by rifing up 
when they faw them eater ; 
and that they fhould take 
their feat on thefe occafions 

4 

among!! the Senators; be- 

ir g 
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Vide Plutarch , in Cor iolan. 
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29 - ving obliged the enemy to raife a fiege. I haVS 
' been three limes rewarded with the mural crown , 
for having been the firft upon the enemy's 
walls, I have bad eight more, given me by the 
generals cf our armies, for having re-taken the 
enfigns of the Legions from the enemy . Amongfi 
the proofs cf my valour, I reckon fourfeore and 
three gold chains , Jixiy bracelets of the fame metal , 

eighteen 


ing alfo excufed from all 
troubleiome duties and fer- 
vices in their own perfons, 
and procuring the lame im¬ 
munity for their father, and 
grandfather by his fide.* 
Corona Murniis, given to 
him who firft fealed the walls 
of a city in a general aHault; 
and therefore in the fhape of 
it there was forae aliufion 
■made to the figure of a wall. 

Corona Cafrerfs , or Val¬ 
iens , the reward of him 
who had forced the enemy’s 
intrench ments. 

Corona NtvaHs* bellowed 
on fuch as had fignalized 
their valour in an engage¬ 
ment at fea ; being let round 
with figures like beaks of 
fhips. 

—Cui belli in none faptrhum 

Sempra na-zet/i fulgent ro- 
Jlrata corona. 

Virg. A£n. VIII. v. 684. 

Lipfi os fan fie s the Cor or. a 
Narvalis and the R oftrat a, to 
have been two diftind {pe¬ 
des, though they are gene¬ 
rally believed to be the fame 
kind of crown. 


Corona ObRaionalis ; This 
was not like the reft, given 
by the general to the foldiers, 
bat presented by the com¬ 
mon confent of the foldiers 
to the general, when he had 

F*Jt Rlin . I 16. c . 4. 


delivered the Romans, or 
their allies, from a fiege. It 
was compofed of the grafs 
growing in the befieged 
place. 

Corona friumphalis, made 
with wreaths of laurel, and 
proper only tg^fuch generals 
as had the honour of a tri¬ 
umph. In after-ages this 
was changed for gold \_Au- 
rum Cor ovarium ] and not re - 
ftrained only to thofe that 
actually triumphed, but pre¬ 
fented on feveral other ac¬ 
counts, as commonly by the 
foreign States and Provinces 
to their patron and benefac¬ 
tors. Several of the other 
crowns too are thought to 
have been of gold ; as the 
Cajlrenfis , the Mural , and 
the A ‘aval. 

Befides thefe, we meet 
with the Corona auraa , often 
beftowed on foldiers without 

anv other additional term. 

* 

And Dion Caffius . men¬ 
tions a particular fort of co¬ 
ronet made with olive 
boughs, and beftowed like 
the reft, in conftderation of 
fome fignal a6f of valour. 

Lipfius believes thefe to 
have fucceeded in the room 
of the golden crowns, after 
the latter were laid afide* 
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eighteen /pears, and twenty-fivje fuits of armour , a.r. 299 
of which nine were taken from as many enemies Ant - c * 
conquered in Jingle combat.' However , Romans^*' 

.this Siccius, who has no part of his body, that is 
not covered with fears, who at the price of his 
fweat and bloody with his brave fellow-faldiers , has 
acquired for his country fo many rich territories 
from the Etrufci , Sabines , JEqui, Volfci , people of 
Pometia, and other enemies of the Roman name ; 

/to Siccius, I fay , does not poffefs a ./ingle > 
of land) no. more than you , Romans , w&g 

companions of -bis labours . The fineft and be ft 
part of thofe inheritances are in the hands of citi¬ 
zens, whofe infatiable avidity we all know r who 
have enjoyed them for many years, without having 
received them from yoU) without having paid any 
price for them,, and without being able tojhew any 
title for fo unjuft a poffeffm. Let them , thofe haughty 
patricians , whofe foie merit confifts in the nobility 
of their origin , and the recommendation of their 
names , let them inftance the glorious exploits which 
give them the preference to me , and deferve a re¬ 
ward of which I am not worthy. Suffer your pa¬ 
tience to be infulted no longer) Romans. Shew that 

you are not ignorant of merit , and that you know 
how to reward thofe , who devote themfehes to 
your fervice. 

The enumeration which we find in this fpeech 
of the military rewards of the Romans, is very 
remarkable, and certainly merits great atten¬ 
tion. How much muft fuch marks of honour 
have exalted the valour of the troops, and in- 
fpired the foldiery with noble fentiments! In- 
ftead of which, they are generally kept amongft 
us in an abjeft and infamous (late, and all their 
fervices are forgotten. 


5 


The 
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A&. 299. The People were fo much moved with the 
c * difcourfc of Srcrius, and conceived fuch indig- 
nation againft his opponents, that they would no 
longer give ear to any reply. The Demand of 
the Tribune in this point, feemed in effed fo 
well founded in juftice, that it was thought im- 
poffibie to oppofe it with any colour of reafon, 
and the People could fcarce confider the tenaci¬ 
ous refinance of the Senate in any other manner, 
than a notorious refafal of juftice, and a par* 
yy s tiality entirely to be condemned. So venerable a. 
^es rta- Body, compofed of fo many perfons of well 
fim for op. known prudence and virtue, muft however un- 
th * doubtedly have had ftrong reafons for a&ing as 
J ]^ ian they did. The poffeSion of lands belonging to 

the public might be unjaft as to its origin, at 
which time it both might and ought to have 
been remedied. But, as the Abbe Vertot ©b- 
ferves, a new partition would haye been attend¬ 
ed with great difficulties. For that effect, it 
would have-been neceffary to have difcovered, 
and eftablilhed, an exaft tHftin&ion between the 
antient patrimony of every individual, and what 
additions had been made to it from the lands of 
the public. It would even have been neceffary 
to have extended that diftinSion fo as to have 
decided between the diftrifts of the public do¬ 
mains which the Patricians had purchafed, and 
thofe which they had taken at firft only under 
the title of the Cenfus , either in their own, or 
in borrowed, names; and which they had after¬ 
wards confounded* as part of the Plebeians had 
alfo, in their peculiar patrimonies. A long pre- 
fcription made it next to impoffible to trace Aefe 
different ufurpations by the ftrifteft inquiries. 
The Patricians had fince divided thofe lands 
amongft their children as their patrimony; 
which lands, become hereditary, had paffed into 

different 
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different houfes, either by title of inheritance, A.R. 
or by fale and acquifition. It feerned therefore Ant * 
impoffible to proceed in this affair, without 4 ^* 
great injuftice to many perfons in adual pof- 
leflion of thefe lands, who had really bought 
them, and without occafioning great and uni- 
verfal commotions in the commonwealth. Thefe, 
■without doubt* are the reafons that induced the 
Senate to oppole the eftablifhment of the Agra¬ 
rian Laws fo obdinately. The great inconve* 

niencies of thofe Laws evidenced themfelves in 
the mod didinsuidied manner under the Grac- 
chi, who, by renewing them, plunged all Ita¬ 
ly in trouble and confufion. 

The Senate oppoled them on the prefent oc- 
cafion with more conftancy than ever. Many 
affemblies were held on this fubjeft, in which 
nothing could be concluded, they were fo 
tumultuous. The Tribunes, or at lead their 
officers, werefometimes roughly handled by the 
young Patricians. Thofe who expreffed mod 
zeal for the Confuls in this conjuntture, were 
the Podumii, the Sempronii, and the Clcelii* 
three Patrician families highly didinguifhed by 
their birth, riches, the great number of their 
creatures, and the fame of their great actions. 

It was generally believed owing to them that 
Che Agrarian Laws were not confirmed by an 
ordinance of the People. 

Accordingly it was againd them only the Tri¬ 
bunes directed their refentment. They cited them 
to appear before the People, to render them an 
account of their conduft. Some were for pro¬ 
ceeding againd them with the utmod rigour, in 
order to intimidate the Patricians: but the ma¬ 
jority were more mildly inclined. The Preten¬ 
ded criminals, having failed to appear at the 
day affigned them, and fuffered themfelves to 

Vol. IL F be 
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A R 299. be condemned by default, had a fine laid on 

* /» v 7 

-' ' them. The Patricians returned them the fums 

they paid, out of the public money. 

Soon after, advice came that the iEqui had 
made an irruption into the territory of the Tuf- 
cuians, and that their city was in danger. It 
was thought (hameful to defer aiding a people, 
who fuffered only on account of their attach¬ 
ment to the Romans. The two confuls fee out 
at the head of a numerous army, that followed 
them notwithftanding the oppofition of the Tri¬ 
bunes. Siccius was in it, and commanded a 
body of eight hundred men, whom their age 
exempted, as-wcll as himfelf, from the fervice. 
He both gave good counfels, and rendered great 
fervices, to the Confuls: who, far from expreffing 
any gratitude to him on thofe accounts, were ful- 
pected of having fought to deftroy him by a dan¬ 
gerous commiffion ( 1 ) which they gave him to ex¬ 
ecute, 

( I ) That dangerous com- Siccius, at night when the 
mijjvm was given Siccius by faugh ter (was over, retired to 
the Confuls , with defign to at- the enemy's camp without ha - 
firoy him and bis veterans, up- ving lofl a man j wh::e, by 
on account of bis late condud the confent oj bis veterans, be 
in fervour of the Agrarian killed the prifoners and borfes , 
Law. It was to attack the and burnt the tents, arms, 
enemy's camp upon an bill by a and baggage ; leaving none of 
way, where, as be repre/ent- the marks of v: doty necejfary 
ed, it was next to impojfibU in a triumph. He then fel out 
to avoid being cut off. How- for Rome with bis battalion , 
e ver, the Conjul infifting upon and by his remtmjlranees in the 
bis obedience, upon pain of be- ajjembly , concerning the defign 
ing di[miffed the fervice with of the Confuls to defirOy him 
'home, he complied, marched and the veterans, prevented 
by a different way round the them from being granted a tri- 
billy and whs If the two or- umph . Sec Dionyf. 1. 10. 
ries were engaged upon the Mr. Rollin has followed 
plazn 9 furprizid the enemy s Livy here, who, to the fur - 
camp, put the troops in it to the prize of many, fays nothing of 
fzvord, and then charged the Siccius Dentatus, till his mur - 
army of the JEqid in the rear , der by the Decemvirs . 
which conpleaied the victory. 
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ecute, and from which he extricated himfelf foie- A - R -*99 
ly by his valour and condud. The iEqui were A . nt C ‘ 
defeated in a battle, wherein they had above fe- 43 
ven thoufand men killed. The reft were put to 
flight, and great fpoils were taken. The Confuls 
caufed them to be fold for the benefit of the 
public treafury, which was entirely exhaufted. 

„ m A.R.300 

Sp. Tarpeius. Ante. 

A. Aterius. 43 2 * 

Siccius, who was chofen Tribune, on the 
fame day that he took poffeffion of his office, 
cited Romilius, one of the Confuls of the laft 
year, before the People. The Edile Allienus 
did the fame in refped to Veturius, Romilius’i 
collegue. Both were fined. 



SECT, 
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SECT. III. 


The Tribunes of the People folhcit the faffing of the 
. Law Terentilla, In confequence. deputies are at 
length fent into Greece , to collect fuch laws as 
they ffouldjudge moji agreeable to the cuftoms 
and maimers of the Romans. On their return, 
ten commffoners , under the name of Decemviri, 
are defied to reduce tbofe laws into form . Ap¬ 

ply. $ is at the head of them. They prepare ten 
Tables of law , which after mature examination 
are accepted and confirmed by the People. New 
Decemvirs are chofen , with Appius JliU at the 
head of them , to add a fupplement to ikofe laws: 
Two tables are drawn up to be annexed to the 
former ten. The third year the Decemvirs con¬ 
tinue th err.felves in their office, and commit all 
kinds of violence. The Sabines and Asqui take 
the field agairfi the Romans: difficulties about 
levying the army. Siccius is killed by order of the 
Decemvirs. Appius endeavours to get poffffmof 
Virginia . Her father , to preferve her from in¬ 

famy, is reduced to kill her with his own hand . 
The two armies revolt , and retire firff to mount 
Aventine , and afterwards to the Sacred Moun¬ 
tain. The Decemvirs are reduced to quit their 


A.R. ;co 
An:. C. 

V he 'I rr- 

tur.es of it: 
* 

Pevpli Jil¬ 
ted t the 
faffing of 

the Lev-' 

\Terer.tiUa . 


office. Peace is rc-eftablifhed . Tribunes of the 

People are chofen. The new confuls pafs laws 
highly in favour of the People. Appius is cited to 
take bis trial , and fent to prifon , where he and 
Oppius die. The reft of the Decemvirs are banifh - 
ed. The XII Tables of Laws are ratified by the 
People in offemblies wherein the Confuls prefide. 

Sp. Tarpeius. 


Dionyi. 

l.ic.p.673 
—6$o. 
Liv. 1. 5 . 




r ^ 

C. 


A.. Aterius. 

\ H E Romans, as we have laid already, 
had hardly any fixed and certain Laws, l'o 

x that 
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that the Confuls, and the Senators commiffioned AR - 3°® 
to aft as judges either in their Head or in con- Anc ' c * 
junftion with them., were abfolute arbiters of**"* 
the fate of the citizens, Terentillus, a Tribune 
of the People, had propofed a law feveral years 
before, by which it was ordained, that inftead 
of the arbitrary judgments rendered by the ma- 
giftrates, laws fhould be inftituted to ferve as 
the rules of Right in the commonwealth, as 
well in refpeft to the government and public 
affairs, as the differences between private per- 
fons. 

The Tribunes of the People aftiially in office 
follicited the execution of the law Terentilla with 
abundance of force and vivacity. The Senate, 
tired at length with contending, decreed 14 That 
“ ambaffadors fhould be font to the feveral 
“ people defeended from the Greeks and fettled 
“ in Italy, and alfo to Athens. That after 
“ having examined the laws of thofe countries, 

“ they fhould colleft fuch of them as they 
<c fhould judge mod agreeable-to the prefent 
“ conftitution of the Roman commonwealth. 

“ That at their return, the Confuls fhould de- 
“ liberate with the Senate upon the choice of 
“ legiflators, of the power to be confided to 
u them, and the time they were to continue in 
u office.” This was immediately put in exe¬ 
cution. Sp. Poftumius, Servius Sulpicius, and 
A. Manlius, three perfons of Confular dignity, 
were appointed deputies. Three galleys were : 
fitted out for them at the public expence, of a 
magnificence that might do honour to the Ro- 
mart people. 

F 2 
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P. CURIATIUS. 

Sext. Quintilius. 

Anfd° lm This year was remar ^ a ^ e f° r a dreadful 
^51! ' plague, that raged in the city of Rome and the 

neighbouring country. It carried off almoft all 
the laves, and half the citizens, neither the 
* phyficians, nor their relations, being able to 
affift them, becaufe affoon as people approached 
the lick, they were feized with the diftemper. 
It alfo fwept off a great number of the magi- 
ftrates, and among! the reft Quintilius, one of 
the Confuls. The plague, which had occafi- 
oned the cultivation of the lands to be negled- 
ed, was followed by a famine. 


A.R.-502, 

AntC. 

450. 

Ten com- 
mjfor.em, 
under the 
name of 

Decern vi- 

ri yore cbo- 
fm to re¬ 
duce tie 
larjot into 

firm. 


C. Menenius. 

P. Sestius Capitolinus. 


The deputies, fent to colled: the laws of 
Greece, were returned from thence, and the 
Tribunes preffed the Senate warmly to proceed 
’to the great affair of the laws. The Conful 
' Menenius, to whom this change was very dif- 
agreeable, but who was afraid to oppofe it 
openly, ufed evafion, and caufed it to be repre- 
fented, (for a real or pretended illnefs kept him 
at home) that as this great affair was to. be 
tranfaded under the next Confuls, decency, and 
even juftice, required that nothing fhould be 
done in it, till they were nominated. He was 
in hopes, that the eledion of Confuls might 
ftlfpend that/of Decemvirs, whigh wa$ much 
talked of. The eagernefs of the Tribunes oe* 
cafioned the haftening of the affembliesTor that 

purpofe. 


* According toPBny , /. 29. came thither from Greece. But 
C. 1 .it nvas r.ot till the $2$tb the authority of DtOtiyf Ha(. 
year of Rome, that a phyfeian is to be preferred. 
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purpofe. Appius Claudius, whofe anceftors A - R so*- 
had always been firmly attached to the Senate, Ant * c * 
was elected Conful, and had T. Genutius for^°* 
his coilegue. 

That obftacle being removed, the Senate af- 
fembled, and came to a xefolution, that De¬ 
cemviri Ihould be defied out of the moft confi- 
derable Senators, whofe authority Ihould conti¬ 
nue for one year, to commence from the day of 
their eleftion: that they ihould govern the com¬ 
monwealth with the fame power as the Confute 
then had, and as the Kings were formerly in¬ 
verted with, “ but without any appeal from 
“ their judgments, which gave them an exor- 
“ .bitant power; that they Ihould take cogni- 
u zance of all affairs as well public as private; 

“ that all other magiftrates, and even the Tri- 
4C bunelhip, of which the People were fo jea- 
“ lous, and in which their whole ftrength con- 
“ filled, ihould be aboliffied; and that all per- 
w for* in office Ihould abdicate their autho- 
“ rity.” This decree was received with great 
applaufes by the People. The two Confute* 
nominated for the enfuing year, were the firft 
that fee the example of abdicating. An af* 
fembly was immediately held by Centuries, in 
jwfiich the new magiftrates were created. 

Thus in the three hundred and fecond year 
from the foundation of the city, the government 
was changed for the fecond time, and all autho¬ 
rity transferred from the Confute to Decemvirs, 
as it had been from the Kings to the Confute : 
but this laft change was of very (hort duration. 

It is not eafy to comprehend, how the Se¬ 
nate and People could unite in creating ten 
magiftrates with fovereign authority, and abo- 
liffiing all other magiftrates, without any difficul¬ 
ty or ogpofition arifing on that head. I am 

F 4 left 
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A-R.302.lcfs furprized at this on the fide of the People, 
Ant. C. j know they had long demanded a Body of 

* laws •, that they detefted the name and power 
of the Confuls; and that therefore they con- 
fented to the inftitution of a new Magiftracy. 
I know alfo that the Senate, on their fide, ab¬ 
horred the Tribunes, and flattered themfelves 
with the hope of abolifhing their power by 
fetting up that of the Decemvirs, who were all 
chofen out of their order. But, befides that 
this hope was without any folid foundation or 
probability, did the Senate perceive no incon¬ 
venience, no danger, in this new inftitution ? 
To appoint ten commiffioners out of that au- 
guft body, in order to their applying them¬ 
felves in concert to the intended colleftion of 
laws, nothing could be wifer. But where¬ 
fore were all other magiftrates to be aboliflied ? 
Why were thefe to be inverted with fovereign 
and (1) unlimited power? Of what ufe could 
it be to them in preparing a new Body of law's, 
which were not to be impofed on the People 
by way of force and authority, but to be fub- 
mitted to .their judgment, and not to be ac¬ 
cepted by them, till after long and ferious ex¬ 
amination ? An annual power, without any li¬ 
mits, is a great temptation ; and the Senate, 
fo full of wifdom and forefight as it was, ought 
to have apprehended the confequences of it. 

Afpius 

(1) There was one Bmiia- for creating of Tribunes ; nor 
tjon of tL'tir p’O-mer : that they in the Lilian law, by which 
Jhould make no alteration in it was made penal to interrupt 
the law of the Mens Sacer , them in the afjembhes. 
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Appius Claudius. 

T. Genutius. 

P, Sestius, &c. Decemviri. 
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The Decemvirs created by the People Dionyf. 
for the firft time, were Appius Claudius and 1, ^ P- 680 
T. Genutius, who had been nominated Confute £j v f ^ 
for the year following; P. Seftius, Conful forc.32—34. 
the current year; Sp. Poftumius, Serv. Sulpi- 
cius, A. Manlius, who had been fent into Greece 
and had brought back the laws; and T. Ro- 
milius, whom Siccius had cited before the Peo¬ 
ple, and who had regained their favour by 
changing his fentiments : the other three were 

C. Julius, L. Veturius, and P. Horatius. All 
thefe Decemvirs were Senators of Confular dig¬ 
nity. The Tribunes, iEdiles, Queftors, and all . 
other magiftrates of antient inftitution, were 
abolifhed. 

On the expiration of the year, the Decemvirs A.R.303. 
created for the inftitution of laws, took poffef- Ant * c * 
fion of the government, and began to givea 449 * 
new form to the commonwealth. Only one of 
them had the twelve fafces (rods and axes) born 
before him, and the other enfigns of Confular 
authority. His fun&ion was to affemble the 
Senate, to caufe its refolutions to be put in ex¬ 
ecution, and to difcharge the other duties, that 
naturally appertained to the fupreme magiftrate. 

The other Decemvirs, to avoid giving the Peo¬ 
ple any jealoufy of their power, had nothing to 
diftinguifh them from the reft of the citizens, 
except a Angle Officer, called Accenjus , who 
walked before each of them. The authority of 
him that prefided, continued only a day accord¬ 
ing to Livy, after which another took his place; 

and 
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and to the end of the year they fucceeded each 
other as prefidents in their turns. 

In the morning, they all went to their tribu¬ 
nal, where they took cognizance of all contracts 
with the commonwealth, and between private 
perfons. They decided diiputes in refpeft to 
affairs as well within doors as without, of people 
in fubjedion to the commonwealth, as well as 
of allies and ftates, whom there was caufe to 
diftruft. Juftice was rendered with all poffible 
exa&nefs and equity, and every body departed 
from this tribunal with equal fatisfadion. 

Nothing was more agreeable than the regard 
they expreffed for the people’s interefts, and the 
protedion, which the meaneft of them found 
againft the oppreffion of the Great: fo that it 
was generally affirmed in Rome, that there was 
no longer any occafion for the Tribunes or other 
magiftrates •, fo much was die wifdom ^ and 
moderation of this new government admired. 
What an happinefs would it be for a ftate to 
be always governed in this manner! What 
peace, what tranquillity, would the public and 
individuals enjoy ! What confolation, what glo¬ 
ry, would fuch an exercife of power be to 
princes and magiftrates! And how happens it, 
that perfons in authority are fo little fenfiblc to 
fo refined, fo ferene an enjoyment? 

Amongft: all the Decemvirs, Appius engrof- 
fed the whole glory of the adminiftration in the 
judgment of the People, and it might be faid 
in fome fenfe, that the whole authority of this 
magiftracy vefted in him, by the afcendant he 
had affumed over Ids collegues, and the Peo¬ 
ple at the fame time. He had not only found 
the fecret to diftingtnih himfelf peculiarly in 
what he tranfacted in concert with the other 
Decemvirs * but the mildnels and affability, 

with 
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with which, he defeended to the occafions of A. R.303. 
the mcaneft and weakeft: of the citizens., and Ant * C# 
his attention in faluting and, calling them by 449 * 

their names, had gained him all hearts. 
had till then been the dcjclaj^d enemy of the 
Plebeians. His difpofition, naturally cruel and 
violent, through the hatred-he had conceiv¬ 
ed for them, rofe even to ferofity. But on 
3 fudden he wa$ become another man, and en¬ 
tirely different from what he had been be¬ 
fore : he was obliging, humane, popular, and 
folely intent upon pleafing the multitude, and 
acquiring their affeftion. 

So prudent a conduct made, every body relifh 
the government of the Decemvirs during the 
firft year. The perfeft union that prevailed 
amongft themfelves, far from being prejudicial 
to particulars, as it too often happens, was at¬ 
tended with entire equity in regard to all the 
citizens. (£) But this joy was (hort lived, and 
cqft dear, as we (hall foon fee. 

The Decemvirs applied themfelves induftri- The De- 
oufly during the whole year in preparing their cenrvir * 
Body of Laws, which they extraded partly ^/J'Zb h 
from the Ordinances of the Kings of Rome, of laws, 
and partly from what had been borrowed |toiii.^«» 
the Laws 
for them 

great 1. q.p.105. 

Strab. 

1. 14. 

{a) Regimen tori'us magi- (i) Strabo fays. Lib. 14. p. 642. 
ftratus penes Appium e/at, thap fyraclitus wrote a letterVWw. I.34. 
favore plebis: adeoque n$- to congratulate this Hwwwh- c, 5. 
vam {tbi ingenium induerat, rus upon his Jhare in compiling 
ut plebicola repen te-, omnif- the Roma# laws: to which 
c^ue auj-se popularis captator he added, that in a dream he 
evaderet, pro truci fasvoque had feen all the nations of the 
infe&atore plebis.. Ljv. earth prof rating ■ themfe fats 
[b] L$ta principia, magi- before theft laws, after thj 
ftratus ejus mm is luxuriave- Ftrfm. tpann?r. 

re. liVt 

♦ 


of Greece, which were interpreted ™ ’p eo Z 
by one Hermodorus (1), a man. of cic.Tufc. 
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A. R. 303. great worth, and one of the principal perfons 
Ant. c. 0 f Kphefus, who, having been banifhed from 

his country, happened at that time to be at 
Rome. Pliny informs us, that a ftatue wag 
erected in honour of him in the Forum. When 
they had compleated their work, they caufed it 
to be engraved upon ten Tables, which they 
fubmitted to the judgment of all the citizens.' 
When they prefented them in the affembly of 
the People, who expefted them with impati¬ 
ence, they faid, u That they had laboured, to 
cc the utmoft of their capacity, to make laws 
“ equally in favour of Great and Small: but 
“ that the reflections and remarks of a great 
“ number of perfons might much improve 
“ them. They therefore exhorted the citizens 
“ to examine each article maturely in their 
“ private capacity •, then to confer together 
“ upon them, and to impart to them (the De- 
u cemvirs) whatever they fhould conceive it 
ct neceffary to add or retrench, (a) That in 
cl confequence, the Roman People would have 
“ laws, which they could not fo properly be 
46 faid to have accepted and confirmed, as to 
“ have dictated and compofed themfelves.” 

They were accordingly long expofed to the 
view of the public, which had fufficient leifure 
to examine them, and to hear the opinions of 
the wifeft perfons upon them : the fure and only 
means of giving laws a fixed and permanent 
authority. When there remained nothing far¬ 
ther to except again ft, and every body appear¬ 
ed fatisfied, the Senate firft approved them by 
a decree, They were afterwards carried to the 

• affembly, 

(a) Eas leges habitunim fifie latas magis, quam tu- 
popnlum Romanum, quas liffe videri pofTet. Liu. 
confenfus omnium, non juf- 
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aficmbly, (called Comitia Centuriata) where the A 
People diftributed by Centuries, in the prefence A 
of the Pontiffs, Augurs, and other minifters df ^ 
divine worfhip, who had performed the ufual 
ceremonies, had the liberty of giving their fuf- 
frages. • Thefe laws, thus ratified by the una¬ 
nimous confent of the whole Roman People, 
were engraved upon pillars of brafs, and placed 
in the moft confpicuous part of the Forum: 
(a) Thofe tables, fays Livy, even in the pre¬ 
sent immenfe heap of laws accumulated upon 
one another, are ftill the fource of all public 
and private Right. 

As the government of the Decemvirs was 
upon the point of expiring, they propofed to 
the Senate to deliberate upon what kind of 
magiftracy it was neceffary to eftablifli for the 
future. After hearing many reafons on both 
fides, they at length agreed with the opinion 
of thofe who were for creating new Decemvirs, 
and for continuing the adminiflration of the 
commonwealth in their hands. It was believed 
that fome laws were ftill wanting to thofe which 
had lately been made; that a year had been 
too Ihort a fpace of time for giving fo great a 
work its final perfe&ion, and that to put the 
execution of thofe laws on foot, and to caufe 
them to be inviolably obferved by all the world, 
the independent and fovereign authority of the 
fame magiftracy which had prepared them,was 
requifite. Such was the refult of feveral deli¬ 
berations which was the more generally ap¬ 
proved, from the ■ Senate’s feeing themfelves 
ftill delivered thereby from the power of the 

Tribunes, 


(a) Decern tabularum le- arumfuper alias acervatarum 
ges perlat<e funt: qui nunc legum cumulo, fons omnis 
quoque in hoc immenfo ali- publici privatique eft juris. 
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-Tribunes, and the People from Confuls, whofe 
authority was become almoft as odious to them 
as that of Kings. 

When the day of the affembly for the election 
of new Decemvirs was appointed, the city was 
in a much greater and more general ferment 
than had ever been known upon a like occa- 
fion. The Senators moft diftinguifhed by their 
age and merit demanded that office, appre¬ 
hending, no doubt, that if they did not offer 
themfelves, factious and turbulent perfons 
might be invefted with it, and occafion confi* 
derable prejudice to the commonwealth. Ap- 
pius, who fecretly defigned to have himfelf 
continued, feeing thofe great perfons, who had 
pafied through all dignities, fo warm in the 
purfuit of This, was ferioufly alarmed at it. 
The People, charmed with his paft conduct 
whilft Decemvir, openly profeffed their defire 
to continue him in it, preferably to all others. 
He at firft affe&ed a repugnance to charging 
himfelf a fecond time with a laborious employ¬ 
ment, fo capable of exciting jealoufy againft 
him *, and to infpxre his collegues with the de- 
fign of renouncing it, he publickly declared, 
that as they had difcharged all the duties of 
good citizens by their afiiduous cares for an 
whole year, it was juft to grant them repofe 
and fuccefibrs. The more difficult he appear¬ 
ed, the more he was follicited to comply with 
the defires and wifhes of the whole city. He 
at length pretended to yield with pain and re- 
lu&ance to the inftances of the multitude. He 
exceeded all his competitors for this office in 
addrefs, artifice, and management. In the Fo¬ 
rum, he was feen faluting one, giving his hand 
to another, and walking ere£t in the midft of 
the Duilii and Idl'd, thofe chiefs of the People, 
1 and 
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and to ufe the expreffion, props of the Tri- A.R.303. 
bunelhip, and making his court to the multi- Antf 
tude by their means. (a) The more falfe and 
contrary to his character thofe popular conde- 
fcenfions were, the more he affected to multi¬ 
ply them 5 in order, if poffible, tx> make them 
appear natural and probable: but in that he 
much deceived himfelf. For his collegues, 
who till then had been entirely at his devotion, 
began to open their eyes, and conceived, that 
fuch abandoned civilities and abjeft fubmifiions 
were not without defign from a man naturally 
proud and haughty. 

They however did not venture to oppofe his 
views in a direft manner: they had recourfe to 
a ftratagem, which, they imagined, might prove 
fuccefsful. This was to chufe him, as the 
youngeft amongft them, to prefide in the af- 
fembly. It was the cuftom for the prefident to 
name the perfons who afpired at Offices to be 
filled up. They reckoned by this means to put 
it out of his power to name himfelf, which had 
never been done, except by the Tribunes of 
the People, and that not without giving great 
offence, as a praftice repugnant to decency and : 
the modefty neceffary in public affairs. Weak 
barriers againft ambition ! Appius accepted the 
offer with joy, and well knew how to turn the 
obftacles laid in his way into the means of fuc- 
cefs. Not contented with caufing himfelf to be 
elected, he took pains to make the choice of 
the People for the other nine places fall on his 
friends, and to exclude the moft diftinguiffied 
of his competitors, as well as all his collegues 
of the firft Decemvirate: and this he alfo ef¬ 
fected. Accordingly he was created Legiflator 

by 


. (<*) Quanto jnagis falfa mat quse tanto pliirir 

fa^ere. Tacit. Hijt. /, 45, 
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by the Centuries of the People, with Q^Fabius 
Vibulanus, a perfon illuftrious by three Conful- 
(hips, irreproachable till then, and diftinguifhed 
by his merit and zeal for the Ariftocracy, as 
well as his birth, and the remembrance of the 
illuftrious Fabii, of which houfe he was the 
foie furviving branch. The furprizing change 
which will foon appear in this Decemvir, Ihews 
with (d) what facility the down-hill paths of ' 
Vice fometimes enfnare the wifeft men. His 
other collegues amongft the Patricians were M. 
Cornelius, M. Servilius, L. Minucius, T. An- 
tonius, and Manius Rabuleius, all people of 
little merit, but highly attached to his interefts. 
But what ftill more furprized the Senate, was 
that Appius, forgetting his own glory, and that 
of his anceftors, was not affiamed, in order to 
flatter the late Tribunes, to whom he had fold 
his faith, to propofe three Plebeians for De¬ 
cemvirs, under pretence that it was but juft 
fome of them ffiould be in that office, to take 
care of the interefts of the People. Accord¬ 
ingly he caufed Q^Petilius, Caefo Duillius, and 
Sp. Oppius, to be admitted into it: which en¬ 
tirely gained him the multitude.' 


A.R.304. 

Ant. c. 



Appius Claudius. 

Q. Fabius Vibulanus. 

M. Cornelius, &c. Decemviri. 


*The year following, on the ides of May, 
according to the cuftom of thofe days, the new 
Decemvirs entered upon office ( b ): at which 
time ended the part Appius had played the year 
before. He now took off the mafk, and (hewed 

himfelf 


(a) Farilis in proclivia vi- {£) Hie finis Appio alienae 
tiorum decurfus eft. Senec. perfon z ferends fuit. Suo in- 
tk ira } 1.2. c. 1 . de vivere ingenio ccepit. Liv. 
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himfelf in his real charafter. ( a ) True and fo- A.R.304. 
lid virtues increafe and acquire ftrength with Ant - ^ 
time : but feigned and affumed characters never 44 * 
fupport themfelves long, and foon return into 

their own nature. 

The firft thing the Decemvirs did, was to 
enter into a fecret treaty under the molt dreadful 
oaths, mutually to fupport each other, and the 
authority of the whole Decemvirate, in all the 
s enterprizes which they fhould think fit, jointly 
or feparatelv, to undertake *, not to diveft 
themfelves of the office they had received; to 
admit no perfon befides themfelves to have any 
Jliare in the government \ to enjoy all of them 
the fame honours, and equal power; to have 
recourfe very rarely and only upon extreme ne- 
ceffity to the Decrees of the Senate, and the 
Ordinances of the People \ and to determine in 
all things, as far as it (hould be poffible, only 
by themfelves. 

The firft day that they fhewed themfelves in 
their formalities, threw every body into terror 
and confternation. They appeared in the Fo¬ 
rum, each with twelve Lictors before him: 
whereas till then only one of the Decemvirs, and 
before them one of the Confuls, was attended 
by twelve Lictors; neither did they appear in 
the city with axes, which were the marks of the 
power of life and death. A long file of offi¬ 
cers, to the number of fixfcore, were now Teen 
walking before them, with their fafces armed 
• with axes, which denounced before-hand the 

violences' 

(a) Nemo poteft perfonam ut ita dicam, ex folidaenaf- 
diu ferre. f.ifta cito in na- cuntur, tempore ipfo in xna- 
turam fuam recidunt. Qui- jus meliufque procedunt. 
bus Veritas fubeft, quceque, Senec. de Clem. I, i. c. i.j ■ 
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• violences and cruel executions ( a) all without 
diftinftion were to expeft, that fhould prefume, 
either in the Senate, or the Affemblies of the 
People, to drop one word tending to recal the 
remembrance of liberty. That is to fay, that 
they had given themfelves ten Kings, or rather 
Tyrants. 

They fu Gained that charafrer wonderfully in 
their whole conduct. They were almoft inac- 
ceflible in their perfons: they fcarce vouchfafed 
to hear the complaints of fuch as applied to 
them: they anfwered with an infolence and 
haughtinefs, that confounded all who had any 
thing to tranfaft with them. No kind of juftice 
•was to be had of them. They concerted in pri¬ 
vate amongft themfelves the judgments they 
rendered in public. If any perfon believed him- 
felf injured by one of the Decemvirs, and ap¬ 
pealed to another, he was fure to be treated in 
fuch a manner, as gave him caufe to regret his 
not abiding by his former judgment. After 
having for fome time left terror in a manner 
equally fufpended between the citizens of all 
orders, they at length made the ftorm fall on 
the People, and the excefs to which they car¬ 
ried their oppreflions is incredible. The report 
began even to fpread, that they had fworn a- 
mongft themfelves to perpetuate their autho¬ 
rity, and never to lay it down: which threw 
the People into defpair. 

(£) They then began to turn their eyes to¬ 
wards the Senate, feeing no hope of liberty but 
from thofe, by whom they formerly appre¬ 
hended 

[a] Si quis memorem. li- 8c inde libertatis captare au- 
bertatis vocem, autin Sena- ram, unde fervitutem timen- 
tu, aut in Populo, mififfet. do, in eum ftatum remp. 

(£} Circumfpeftare turn adduxerant. Liv. 
Paaiiiorum vultus Hebeii, 
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hended being reduced into flavery : frivolous A R.304 
fear, which had precipitated the commonwealth Al ?* C ‘ 
into its prefent deplorable condition. Theprin- * 
cipal Senators abhorred and detefted the De¬ 
cemvirs, but did not love the Plebeians. They 
were far from approving what was done, but 


they could not help thinking and faying, that 
the People fuffered no more than they deferved. 
Hence they Were not in hafte to aid thofe who 


through a blind paffion for liberty had plunged 
themfelves into flavery; and they were not forry 
to fee their chains grow every day more heavy, 
in hopes that the lively fenfe of their hiiferies 
might make them defire the re-eftablifliment of 
Confuls, and the antient form of government. 


The Decemvirs in the mean time carried their 


infolence to the higheft excefs. They caufed 
themfelves to be attended no longer by the Ple¬ 
beians, as they had done at firft to gain the Peo-. 
pie: it was the young nobility who attached 
themfelves to them, and held it as an honour to 
accompany them as their guard. It is no won¬ 
der that they fliould find, amongft the vile po¬ 
pulace, creatures difpofed to flatter tyranny, and 
ready to facrifice the public good to their pri¬ 
vate interefts. But it is juft matter of furprize, 
and moft fhocking, that many of the order of 
the Patricians, fo proud of their nobility and 
riches, fliould abandon themfelves to the De¬ 


cemvirs, and join with them in opprefling the 
liberty of their country. They were not afhamed 
to become the Minifters of thofe Tyrants, who 
publickly lorded it with infupportable haughti- 
nefs over the commonwealth; who paid no re¬ 
gard either to the Senate or People ; and depri¬ 
ved the citizens of their fortunes, and difpofed 
of their lives with impunity. For their licence 
rofe to lhat pitch. Some were whipped with 

G z rods 



*4 
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A.R.304. rods like (laves, others perifhed by the ax like 
Ant - c - criminals: and that cruelty might not be un- 


JLi 


Two tacks 


rewarded, they added the confifcation of eftates 
to the murder of thofe who poffeflcd them. 
(a) Libertinifm, and the defire of vile gains, 
were the allurements that had corrupted part 
of the young nobility, and continued them at¬ 
tached to the Tyrants. 

The ides of May approached, when the ma- 
gift rac y the Decemvirs was of right to ex- 
formcr iln. pke. They had prepared two additional tables 

of laws \ amongft which there was one, that 
prohibited the Patricians to ally themfelves by 
marriage with the Plebeians*, undoubtedly with 
defign to prevent the ties of blood and affinity 
from reinftating peace and union between the- 
two orders. There now remained no pretext 
for continuing themfelves in the Decemvirate. 

The ides of May therefore were expected with 
incredible anxiety and impatience. 

A. R.303. That day at length arrived. Appius and his 
Ant. C. collegues, in contempt of all the rules and cuf- 

T^-Decem toms °f th e commonwealth, and even contrary 
conti- to the law T s they had lately paffed, confirmed 
r.uc them - themfelves in the Diftatorffiip by their own au- 
‘fehes m t h or ity, without calling an affembly, or confult- 

exereik a!J in g e * £ her Senate or People. 

kind/cf Every thing feemed utterly defperate. No 
rjiokv.cc. defender of the public liberty appeared, nor any* 
Dionyf. re f ource ^ e ; t her prefent or future, againfl fo ma- 

684-72$. ny evils. Rome was no longer to be known, 
Uv. 1. 5. was no longer Rome. It was become the feat 
c.38.-42. 0 f Tyranny, and the feene of the moft horrible 

violences. There was no kind of bad treatment 

that 


nr 5 


(a) Hac mercede juven- 
tui nobilis corrupts, non 
modo non ire obviam inju¬ 


ria?, fed propalam licentiam 
fuam malle, quam omni¬ 
um libertatem. Lh* 
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that the Decemvirs did not exercife againft all - A -R- 30J. 
without exception-, that ventured to disapprove An J- c - 
their conduct; banifhing fome under frivolous 447 ' 

■ pretexts; putting others to death upon falfe ac- • 
cufations laid againft them by their own hire¬ 
lings, of which they made themfelves the abfo- 
lute judges *, confifcating the eftates of thofe 
they condemned to their own ufe, and to that 
of the young nobility, who ferved them as their 
guards; plundering in that manner the richeft 
and beft families, violating fueh of the wives 
and maids as were agreeable to their luft, and 
(paring thofe who oppofed their brutality no 
more than (laves. They carried their madnefs 
to fuch an height, that they compelled moft of 
the nobility to abandon Rome, and to fly for 
refuge to the neighbouring cities of the allies. 

Hence fcarce any perfons remained in the city, 
except fuch as were of intelligence with the 
Tyrants, or did not concern themfelves in the 
leaft about the good of the commonwealth. 

The deplorable condition to which Rom zJVanwtb 
was reduced, infpired an univerfal contempt^' Sabines 
For her in the neighbouring ftates, who thought 

it infamous to remain in fubje&ion to a city, inleyyh^ 
whofe liberty fubfifted no longer. They b & the imp. 

lieved the occafion favourable for avenging 
their paft defeats, and for making themfelves 
amends for the Ioffes they had fuftained. With 
thefe hopes, they raifed great armies, and pre¬ 
pared to attack Rome. The Sabines, on the . 
one fide, difperfed themfelves over the frontiers 
of the State, and after having made a great booty, 
and fhed abundance of blood in the country,, 
encamped before Eretum, a ftnall city upon the 
Tiber about fix or feven-deagues from Rome. 

The iEqui on the other fide entered th$ coun- 


« 3 


try 
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A.R.3C5. try of Tufculum, ravaged a great part of it, 

and polled themfelves near Algidum. ' 

This news put the Decemvirs into a great 
confternation, who in their dread of two wars 
faw themfelves under the neceffity of affem- 
bling the Senate. They were not ignorant of 
the ftorm they had to experience, and the re¬ 
proaches that would be made them for being 
the foie caufe of the ravages of the country, and 
of all the misfortunes that threatened the Com- 

s 

monweaith. They forefaw that advantage would 
be taken of the occafion for attempting to di¬ 
ved them of their power, if they did not op- 
pofe fuch attacks with vigour, and make an ex¬ 
ample of all who fhould prefume to^nter the 
lifts againft them. It was however neceffary 
for them to refolve to affembie the Senate. 
"When the herald made proclamation to that ef¬ 
fect in the Forum, the multitude were entirely 
aftonifhed, becaufe that cuftom had been dif- 
continued from the fecond year of the Decern- 
virate. They faid to each other, that they were 
obliged to the enemy for feeing any trace of 
their antient cuftoms and liberty in the city. 
As no Senator appeared on the herald’s fum- 
mons, the People at firft thought it a fign that 
they did not acknowledge the authority of the 
Decemvirs, and refolved to aft in the fame 
manner on their fide, by taking no notice of 
the fummons, when they fhould think fit to 
make the levies. The Decemvirs fent their of¬ 
ficers round to the houfes of the Senators j but 
upon being informed that they were almoft all 
of them in the country, they deferred the af- 
leinbly till the next day. 

It was more numerous than had been expeft> 
ed, which exceedingly afflicted the People, who 
confidered that conduft as abandoning liberty, 
4 and 
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and betraying the caufe of the public. If the A.R.305. 
Senators aCted with too much fubmiffion in af- Ant< 
fembling, they however fpoke with abundance 447 * 
of refolution. After Appius had declared, that 
the Sabines and iEqui were in arms againft the 
Roman People, that it was neceffary to take the 
field againft them, and that the approach of the 
enemy would admit of no delays; L. Valerius 

Potitus, without giving him time to conclude, 
rofe up to fpeak out of his turn. When App ; us 
would have prevented him, by telling him that 
he Ihoujd be heard in his turn : The quefti&n is 
not to anfweryou, replied Valerius, I have oihtt 
things of greater importance , and more necejja/j y 
to propofe to the Senate, concerning your intrigue 
and the confpiracy which you have formed againft 

the State. Remember , Appius , I am a Senator , 
and that my name is Valerius. But rightly per¬ 
ceiving that no juftice was to be expefted either 
from him or moft of his collegues : It is to you 
only that I addrefs myfelf, , continued he, fpeak- 
ing to Q. Fabius Vibulanus, you who have ho¬ 
noured us with three Confulfbips, If you have 
ftill the fame zeal and the fame juft intentions which 
we have experienced heretofore , exert yourfelf now y 
and deliver us from the oppreffwn under which we 
groan. The whole Senate fix their eyes upon you as 
on their only hope . The difpofition of Fabius 
was rather light and inconftant in good, than 
hardened and tenacious in ill. So unexpected 
an apoftrophe confounded him. Characters of 
this kind, which are neither bad nor malignant 
in themfelves, often fuffer themfelves to be 
drawn in to fhare in the greateft crimes by the 
force of bad example, for want of fufficient 
conftancy in what is good. The collegues of 
Fabius crouded about him to prevent him from 
replying, and a great tumult arofe. But M. Ho- 

G 4 ratius 
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• rarius Barbatus rifing up foon after, caufed fi- 
lence to be made. He was the grandfon of 
that Horatius, who, after having fignalized 
himfelf in the expulfion of the Kings, had been 
made Conful with Valerius Publicola. We are 
told, faid he, of wars abroad, and enemies rea¬ 
dy to attack us. Have we then either a more 
* 

formidable war than that made on us ih the 
heart of the ftate and city , or 'more declared ene¬ 
mies than tkefe ten Tarjuins, who under the majk 
cf Legiflators, have fubverted all our laws , and 
ufurped a tyrannical power, in which they pretend 
to perpetuate tbemfehes , even in defiance of the 
commonwealth . Have they forgot, that it was 
tinder the Valerii and Horatii the Kings were ex¬ 
pelled from Rome ? Do they believe the name of 
King to have been the foie objett cf their purfuit ? 
Do we not give it to Jupiter ? Do we not call Ro¬ 
mulus our founder by that title ? Do we not ufe it 
rcery day in our facrifices and rites of religion ? 
IVhat we armed a gain ft, what we abhorred, in 
Kings, was their pride , their violence , and their 
abufe cf an authority, legitimate in itfelfi but 
which they made to degenerate into tyranny . And 
what we could net fujfer either in a King , or his 
[on, Jhall we now bear in private perfons without 
title, without power, and void of all authority , 
though they ft ill prefume to retain the marks of it ? 

This difeourfe put the Decemvirs into a fury. 
However, as Appius did not yet fee in what 
manner the affair would terminate, he contented 
himfelf with venting fome reproaches not very 
exceffive, and with complaining, that they de¬ 
parted improperly from the matter in delibera¬ 
tion. 

Claudius, his uncle, notwithftandingperfifted 
in fpeaking upon the fame fubjeft, nobody thro 4 
refpect venturing to interrupt him : but he 

treated 
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treated it in a mild and pathetic manner, em- A -R.3<?s 
ploying rather entreaties than reproach. u He Ant * '*• 
“ conjured him by the manes of his brother Ap- 4/4 ‘ 

“ pius, the Decemvir’s father, to confider rather 
44 the ft rift and natural tie by which he was 
u bound to the country that gave him birth, 
tc than the unjuft compaft he had entered into 
<c with his collegues. That it was more for his 
<c own fake than that of the commonwealth, he 
“ made him that requeft. That the common- 
“ wealth either by fair or foul means could re- 
“ duce them to reafon. That one could not 
“ tell, where difputes carried to extremity, like 
“ this, might end: but that the confequences it 
“ might have, made him tremble for Appius.” 

He concluded with faying, Cl It was his opinion, 
that “ the Senate ought not to pafs any de- 
“ cree.” That was declaring openly enough, 
that he confidered the Decemvirs as private 
perfons, who had no right to affemble the Se¬ 
nate. Many were of the fame opinion. 

Cornelius Maluginenfis, brother to one of the 
Decemvirs, fupported their intereft ftrongly, 
under pretence of the good of the public. He 
faid, “ That he was furprized to fee fo many 
<c wife and prudent perfons depart from the 
“ point as they did on the prefent occafion. 

“ That what Valerius and Horatius pretended 
46 in refpeft to the expiration of the power of 
4t the Decemvirs at the ides of May, was not 
“ without foundation, and merited the ma- 
‘ c ture examination of the Senate at their lei- 
“ fure : but as the enemy were almoft at the 
“ gates of Rome,- it was neceffary, previoufly 
“ to all things, to levy the army, and order 
“ the Decemvirs to march immediately againffc 
“ them.” This opinion occafioned a great tu¬ 
mult : 
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A.R.305.mult: but as it was fupported by the young 
Ant-C. Senators, it paffed by plurality of voices 3 

which was all the Decemvirs wanted. 

Armed with this decree, they made the levy 
without oppofition, and fet out direftly, fome 
againft the Sabines, and others againft the M- 
qui. Appius was left at'Rome with Sp. Op- 
pius: for the rudeft attacks were expefted 
there, and he was well qualified to fuftain 
them. 

The Roman armies were beaten on both 
fides, through the behaviour of thefoldiers,who 
chofe rather to fuffer the Ihame of being de¬ 
feated, than acquire the honour of victory for 
leaders whom they abhorred and detefted. 
What palled was rather concerted flights than 
battles. The lofs was greateft in the country of 
the iEqui. The enemy took the camp ; and 
the Romans, deprived of every thing, happily 
found at Tufculum an open afylum, and im¬ 
mediate aid from faithful and generous allies. 

When this news came to Rome, it occafi- 
oned great alarm, and gave fome fufpence to 
domeftic divifions. Appius and his collegue 
took all the neceffary precautions for the fafety 
of the city, and fent new troops to the two 
armies, with orders to march againft the ene¬ 
my, to prevent them from having any thoughts 
of attacking Rome. 

Two enormous actions, of a very different 
nature, but equally criminal, made way for 
great events, and haftened the ruin of the De- 


r * • 

ct:c:zs is 
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cemvirs. The one happened in the camp } and 
the other in the city. 

L. Siccius, the famous Plebeian, v/ho had 



diftinguilhed himfelf fo much by his valour, 
was at that time in the army which had been 

fent 
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fent againft the Sabines (1). The Decemvirs A. R.30;. 
who commanded it were informed that Siccius AnC ‘ ^ 
often talked with his companions upon the pre- 4474 
fent divifions, that he fpoke very boldly againft 
the Decemvirs, and faid that the only remedy 
for the prefent misfortunes of the common¬ 
wealth was to reinftate the Tribunes of the Peo¬ 
ple. Thefe difcourfes gave them offence, and 
the more, as that officer was in great credit. 

They refolved therefore to rid themfelves of 
him *, and for that purpcfe, having given him 
a commiffion to execute with a fmall detach- * 

A 

ment, they fecretly ordered the foldiers of the 
party, who were devoted to their intereft, to af- 
faffinate him in the firft convenient place they 
Ihould find. The order was executed. ‘Siccius 
fold his life dear. As he was vigorous and ro- 
buft, he killed feveral of thofe who attacked 
him, but was at length overpowered by num¬ 
bers. That brave warrior, who had returned 
victorious from fo many battles, perifhed at laft 
by the hands of fome traitors, whom the De¬ 
cemvirs had armed againft him. At their re¬ 
turn, they gave out, that they had fallen into an 
ambufcade, and that Siccius, after having de¬ 
fended himfelf a great while, and killed many 
of the enemies, had been killed himfelf with 

fome 


(1) He had been fent thither 
by Appius from Rome. Appius 
being informed that he talked 
highly againft the Decemvirs, 
fent for him under pretence of 
consulting him concerning af¬ 
fairs of the army ; and pre¬ 
tending to be highly pleafed 
vjith his counfels , fent him in 
quality of Legatus, lieutenant- 
general , to afftft the Decern - 
ruin that commanded the army 


againf the Sabines. In ft rutt¬ 
ed by Appius , they received him 
with outward marks of joy, 
and upon his adviftng them 
for good reafons to remove 
their camp into the enemy's 
country , they took that oppor¬ 
tunity to rid thetnfelves of him , 
and fent him to mark it out 
with the detachment of ruffi¬ 
ans, by whom he was killed. 
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A. R-3or. fome of his foldiers. This news gave the whole 
Ant. c. arm y g r i e f : for he was generally efteem- 

ed and beloved. A cohort was detached by the 
permiffion of the Decemvirs, to burythe dead : 
but when it arrived at the place, they were a- 
mazed to find them with their arms and habits 
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on, and that they had not been dripped of their 
fpoils. On examining on all fides, no traces 
were found either of men or horfes, except in 
the defile through which the Romans had paf- 
fed ; and what was ftill the greateft proof, 
there were none but Romans amongft the dead. 
They therefore concluded abfolutely, and the 
thing was evident, that Siccius had not been 
killed by the enemy, but by his own troops. 

When they had buried the reft,.they took up 
the body of Siccius, and carried it to the camp. 
The grief and indignation of the army was in¬ 
conceivable. After they had rendered him all 
the honours of war, juftice was demanded 
againft the murderers, and the troops were for 
having them tried and executed immediately, 
according; to martial law. The Decemvirs had 
made them difappear, and under pretence that 
all perfons fliould be at liberty to accufe them 
at Rome, they deferred paffing judgment in 
the affair, This murder of Siccius exceeding¬ 
ly exafperated the foldiers, and prepared them 
already for a revolt. 

Another murder ftill more deplorable, com¬ 
mitted in the city, gave the lad blow to the 
Decemvirate. L. Vffginius, of a Plebeian fa¬ 
mily, had a daughter about fifteen years of age: 
(he had been promifed in marriage to Icilius, 


Tr/ajzrt. who had formerly been Tribune, and was at 
Liv. 1. 3. that time the greateft beauty in Rome. She 

D^' Sic ^ad ^ ^ er mot h er > and was under the tuition 
' \z. c.s5, of governeffes, who took care of her education.; 


Appius, 
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Appius, who faw her by chance, was ftruck A R.305. 

with her exquifite beauty, and thought of no- Aat * 
thing from thenceforth but the means of grati- 
fying his criminal defires. He employed all 
the methods to tempt her, that a violent paffion 
could fuggeft ; but (a) (till found in the invin¬ 
cible chaftity of Virginia a refiftance proof 
againft all his attacks and endeavours. When 
he faw that her fevere modefty left him no 
hopes of feducing her, he had recourfe to vio¬ 
lence. He fuborned one of his clients, named 
M. Claudius, and perfeftly inftrufted him how 

to aft. This creature of his was bold and front- 
lefs, and one of thofe kind of People, who in¬ 
troduce themfelves into the confidence of the 
Great only by a criminal complacency for their 
pleafures. The infamous minifter of the De¬ 
cemvir’s debauches, meeting Virginia as (he 
was going with her governefs to the public 
fchools in the Forum, Hopped her, and claim¬ 
ing her as his Have, bade her follow him, or he 
would oblige her to do fo by force. Virginia, 
in amazement and trembling with fear, did not 
know what he meant * and. her governefs railed 
a great cry, and implored the affiftance of the 
People. The names of Virginius her Father, 
and Icilius her intended hufband, were heard on 
all fides. Relations and friends ran to join 
her, and the moft indifferent were moved with 
the fight. This fccured her againff violence. 
Claudius, affuming a milder tone, faid, there 
was no occafion for fo much ftir: that he had 
no defign to employ violence, but folely the 
ufual methods of juftice : and immediately cited 

Virginia 

(<?) Poftquam omnia pu- crudelem fuperbamque vim 
dorefeptaanimadvenerat ; ad animum convertic. tiv* 
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305. Virginia before the magiftrate, whither fhe fol- 
c * lowed him by the advice of her relations. 

When they came to Appius’s tribunal, the 
claimant repeated his well known tale to the 
judge, with whom it had been concerted. He 
laid, that Virginia was born in his houfe of one 
of his (laves, from whence fhe had been ftolen 
by her mother and carried to Virginius’s wife, 
who being barren, through grief to fee her- 
felf without children, had pretended this girl to 
be her daughter, and had brought her up as fuch 
in her houfe. That he had inconteftable proofs 
of the fact, againft the evidence of which, Vir- 
ginius bimfelf, who had fo much intereft in the 
affair, could have nothing to object. He con¬ 
cluded with demanding, as the abfence of Vir- 
ginius prevented the matter from being finally 
adjudged, that it ffiould be decreed- provi- 
fionally, that the (lave ftiould follow her mafter. 

An exprefs law, paffed by the Decemvirs 
themfelves, decided the Cafe in favour of Vir¬ 
ginia. ( a) It declared, u That if a perfon en- 
ct joying their liberty fhould be claimed as a 
“ {lave, fuch perfon Ihould continue at liberty 
66 till a definitive judgment in the cafe.” Nu- 
mitorius, Virginia’s uncle, alledged this equita¬ 
ble law in vain. In vain did he reprefent, that 
as Virginius was abfent in the fervice of the 
commonwealth, it was but juft the judgment 
fhould be fufpended, till he could appear to de¬ 
fend his daughter in perfon. 

Appius, before he paffed fentence, faid, 
“ That the law which had been cited was a 
“ proof of his zeal for the defence of liberty. 
“ That if the father were prefent, the maid 

“ might 

{/?' Ut fi qnis e liberate in tor vindicias fecundum liber- 
krvr.utem alTereretur. Prs- tatem daret, 
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might be put into his hands without difficul-A.R.pj- 
ty * and therefore that it was necefiary he Ant. C. 
fhould be Tent for affoon as poffible. In the 447 - 
mean time, he decreed, that fhe fhould be 
put into the hands of Claudius, who fhould 
give good fecurity to produce her, when the 
“ father arrived. 55 

This fentence of Appius was followed by the 
tears and cries of Virginia, and the women that 
accompanied her. All who were prefent at this 
trial trembled with horror and indignation, but 
no body ventured to explain themfelvss openly. 

Icilius, raifing great cries, advanced through the 
croud to defend Virginia. The Liftor, faying 
the judge had palled fentence, oppofed and 
thruft him back roughly, {a) So injurious a 
treatment would have enraged the moft mode¬ 
rate. Icilius, who was naturally warm and vi¬ 
olent, did not fuffcr it patiently. You mttji re¬ 
move me from hence, Appius , laid he, with the 
f word , if you would Jiifle the knowledge of your 
infamous defign . I am to marry this maid , but 
to marry her chafte and a virgin. Therefore ajfem- 
Me, if you pleafe, all your own Li ft or s, and tbofe 
of your collegues , and bid them make ready their 
rods and axes: but the wife cf Icilius Jhall not 
flay out of her father's houfe . Though you and 
your collegues have deprived the People of their Tri¬ 
bunes 


(a) Placidum quoque in- mum fatris fponfa lain, Non, 
genium tarn atrox injuria ac- fi tribunitium auxilium & 
cendiflet. Ferro bine tibifum- provocationem Plcbi Romana, 
movendus Jum , / ppi, in quit, duas arces libertatis tuenda, 
ut taciturn feras , quod celari admijiis , idea in liberos quo- 
vis. Virginem ego banc Jum que noftros conjugefque ngnum 
duSurus , nuptam pudicamque veftra libidini datum eft, ScS- 
habit uru s. Provide omnes col- mite in ter gum > fcf in cervices 
legarum quoque liftores c:n<vo - voftros : pudicitia Jciltem ix 
ca , expediri virgas iff fecures tuto fit, 
jube: non mane bit extra do- 
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A L ^ UmS an ^ a PP ea ^ s ' two fupports of their liber - 

^ ^ «<?/ imagine that you have an abfolute power 

to treat our wives and children according to the 
dilates of your lujl. Rage, tyrannize , if you 
will , our perfons ; to /tf chaftity and inno¬ 
cence at leaf be exempt from your violence . Ici- 
lius added feveral ocher circumftances of equal 
force, and concluded with protefting, that (a) as 
long as he had life he fhould retain the courage 
and conftancy, with which a juft and chafte 
paffion for the defence of his wife’s liberty ought 
to infpire him. 

The whole multitude were in great emotion, 
and ready to proceed to the utmoft extremities. 
Appius, who perceived it, and did not expeft 
fo much refiftance, was obliged to give way to 
it. He faid, “ He perceived, that Icilius, ftill 
“ full of the pride and violence of the Tribune, 
“ fought only to excite tumult: that for the 
“ prefent he would not fupply him with occa- 
“ fion. That in refpedl of Virginius’s abfence, 
“ his quality of father, and alfo in favour of 
cc the common caufe of liberty, he was fatisfied 
cC to defer judgment till next day. But that if 
Virginius did not appear, he now gave 
“ warning to • Icilius, and all fuch feditious 
<c perfons, that he fhould proceed in the cafe, 
“ and that his own Liclors, without his hav- 
“ ing recourfe to thofe of his coliegues, 
45 would fuffice for chaftifmg the infolence of 
“ the turbulent and refractory.” After having 
continued fitting fome time, that he might not 
feem to have come thither folely on account of 
this affair, as nothing farther offered, he rofe, 

and 


(a) Me vindicantem fponfam in libertatem, vita citius de 
feret, quam fides. 

i 


< 
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and returned home, much mortified with what A* 
had palled. ^ ‘ 

The fir ft thing he did after he entered his 
houfe, was to write to his collegues in. the 
camp not to fuffer Virginius to leave it, and 
even to keep him confined under a good guard. 

The courier was difpatched immediately: but 
was too late by fome hours. The affair of 
Virginia no fooner made a noife, than Icilius’s 
brother and Numitorius’s fon, two attive young 
men, full of ardor and good-will, took horfe, 
and riding hard had arrived in very good time 
at the camp. Virginius had got leave to be 
abfent, and was fet out when Appius’s courier 
arrived. Fox his greater fecurity, he took the 
by-road to Rome. 

The news of Virginius’s arrival confiderably 
embarraffed the Decemvir, but did not extin- 
guifh his pafiion. The next day early in the 
morning Virginius repaired to the Forum with 
his daughter. It was impoffible to behold her, 

without being fenfibly moved. The fad and 
negle&ed air. with which fhe appeared, her 
mournful and dejefted looks, her eyes heavy 
and ftrearaing with tears, and the rays of beauty 
which however broke through that cloud of 
fadnefs, made, powerful impreffions upon all 
hearts. Her father, weeping Hill more than 
her, held out his hands to the citizens, and 
implored their aid, reprefenting to them in a 
pathetic manner his own misfortune, and the 
danger to which themfelves were upon the point 
of being expofed in refpeft to their wives and 
daughters. Icilius faid as much on his fide. 

In the mean time Appius arrived, and with 
an allured and menacing air afcended his tri¬ 
bunal. To prevent all refiftance, he had cau-: 
fed the troops under his command to march 
. Vol. II. H down 
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305-down from the Capitol, and take poffeffion of 
the Forum. The whole city were in exp^fta-. 
tion of hearing the fentence about to be pafled. 
Claudius complained of not having had juftice 
done him the evening before, and repeated in 
few words the proofs, upon which he founded' 
his claim. The father of the maid and the reft 
of her relations, refuted with folid and unan- 
fwerable reafons the pretendedimpofture ofVir¬ 
ginia’s birth. The judge, who was no longer 
mailer of himfelf, without hearkening farther to 
her defenders, pronounced Virginia the proper¬ 
ty of Claudius. Upon hearing that fentence, • 
all that were prefent lifted up their hands to. 
heaven, and raifed a great outcry, that exprefled 
their grief and indignation. Appius, tranfported ‘ 
with rage and fury, {aid •, that he well knew, 
there were many faftious and feditious peribns 
in the croud, who fought only to excite tumults: 
that they would do well to remain quiet, other- 
wife the troops which he had exprefsly caufed 
to come thither, well knew how to make them. 

He then ordered the Liftor to remove the Peo- 

• # 

pie, and make way for Claudius to take his 
Save. The whole multitude were awed and 
withdrew, and the unhappy Virginia was upon 
the point of being the prey of her ravifher. 
Her father then, confulting only his defpair,' 
immediately formed within himfelf a dreadful 
refolution. He defired Appius to favour him 

fo far as to fuffer him to alk the nurfe feme 

* 

queft.ions in private before his daughter, in order 
to allure himfelf by her anfwers concerning the 
truth of the faft, and thereby confole himfelf 
for the fentence that had juft been pafled. That 
favour was granted him without difficulty. The 
croud made way for him to pafs. He took his 
daughter and her nurfe afide, and infenfibly led 

them 



A?. ClaUd; F. Vibul. See. Decemvirs.’ 

them towards a butcher’s (hop. There (natch- A. R.soj, 
ing up a knife, By this only means in my ■power , Atlt ' c< 
my dear child, faid he, I defend thy honour and^' 
liberty .; and plunged it into her heart. Then 
drawing out the bloody knife, he cried to Ap- 
pius. With this innocent blood, App'rn, I devote 
thy head to the infernal Gods. \ 

An horrid noife immediately enfued. Vir¬ 
ginia, all covered with his daughter’s blood, 
and holding the knife dill fmoaking in his hand, 
ran. like a madman on all fides of the Forum, 
animating the citizens to recover their liberty. 

He afterwards opened himfelf a way with the 
favour of the multitude to the gates of the city, 
where he mounted an horfe that watted for him, 
and rode direftly towards, the camp. A troop 
of Plebeians to the. number of four hundred fol¬ 
lowed! bhn clofe. 


Iciliusj. Virginia's, intended hufoand^ and Nu* 
miforius her uncle,, continued with her body. 


deploring the guilt of Appius, the fatal beauty 
of Virginia, and the cruel necellity to which her 
father had been reduced; The(«) women cried 


out with tears: Is this the reward of chafiity ? Is 
it to fatiaie the brutality, of art infamous Decemviri 


that we bring our children into the world? ad¬ 


ding a thoufand other moving complaints, fuch 
as grief, which is mpee lively and'tender in their 
fox, generally infpires. them with on the like 
occafions. The men, ahd efpecially Icilius, re- 
ferved their whole indignation for the injuries 
that affected. their country, expreffed themfelveS 


only againft the tyranny and oppreffion of the 

M 2 People, 


(a) Sequentes clamftanf bris dolor, qoo eft merftior 
matron®, Eamne tibrrorm. imbecillo animo, eo mifera- 

procreandorum condilio/iem ? ea billa magis querentibus fub^ 

pudiritia premia effe ? cete- jicit, tiv. 
raque, qu* in tali re mub#^ 
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People, who had been. deprived of the' two 
Ermeft fupports of liberty, their Tribunes and 
Appeals. The multitude was in the higheft 
ferment, as well through the enormity of the 


crime, as the hope of recovering their liberty. 

Appius, apprized of thefe emotions, fent his 
Liftors to feize Icilius, and carry him to prifon. 


But the latter had already around him, not on¬ 


ly a mutinous populace, but two illuftrious 
chiefs, who came at that inftant to put them- 
felves at the head of the multitude : thefe were 


Valerius and Horatius. The Decemvir, feeing 
that he was not obeyed, came in perfon, at¬ 
tended by a troop of young Patricians, to ani¬ 
mate the Liftors by his prefence and that aid; 
The people fell upon them, broke their fafces, 
and made ufe of them againft themfelves. Ap¬ 
pius, apprehending for his own life, withdrew, 
and fummoned an affembly of the People. 
That was a great imprudence. Horatius and Va¬ 
lerius followed him thither, and feizing the other 
fide of the Forum, they fet the body of Virgi¬ 
nia on an high place, from whence it might be 
feen by every body, and having drawn thither 
a great pan of the People, they made the 
ftrongeft inveftives againft Appius, and thofe 
that favoured the Decemvirate. This part of the 
citizens, whether out of refpeft for the illuftri¬ 
ous perfons who fpoke to them, or compafEon 
for her whofe beauty had been attended with 
fuch dire misfortunes, or the hopes that were 
given them of reinftating the commonwealth in 
its former condition, became fo much fuperior 
to the faftion of the Decemvirs, that except a 
very fmall number that frill adhered to them, 
all the reft abandoned them. Appius, terrified 
with that defertion, was obliged to leave the 
Forum, with his head covered in his robe, and 
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efcape to a neighbouring houfe. That precau- A. R.305 
tion was neceflary, and if he had not withdrawn Ant> 
in time, he was in danger of experiencing the 447 * 
People’s revenge, andfuffering the punilhment 
he deferved. Valerius and his party obferved 
no longer any meafures, and by their warm de¬ 
clamations againft the Decemvirate, fully de¬ 
termined fuch as till then remained irrefolute. 

But nothing augmented their hatred more 
againft the Decemvirs, than the pompous man¬ 
ner in which Virginia’s relations celebrated her 
funeral. Her body was laid on high in the 
Forum upon a magnificent bed, fo that every 
body might fee it, and carried in a kind of 
triumph through the whole city. The Roman 
matrons and virgins came out of their houfes to 
meet it*, fome threw flowers and wreaths upon 
the bed, fome their girdles and bracelets, and 
others the ornaments of their heads.. Nothing 
that could adorn her obfequies was omitted. 

. Such was the fituation of Rome, when Virgi¬ 
nias arrived at the camp of Algidus. He foon 
excited a greater tumult there, than he had left 
in ihe city. For befides that the troop of almoft 
four hundred citizens who accompanied him, 
made his arrival remarkable', the knife, which 
he held in his hand, and the blood with which 
he was covered, drew on him the eyes of the 
whole army. Whilft every body afked him 
what had happened, he continued filent for 
fome time, and anfwered only with his tears. 

When he recovered himfelf a little, and filence 
had been made, he related from firft to laft all 
that had happened in the city. Then raifing his 
hands towards heaven, and addrefling himfelf 
to the foldiers, he implored them, “ Not to im- 
44 pute a crime to him of which Appius was the 
44 foie author, nor to confider him as a parri- 

H 3 cid* 
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A.R-305. 44 tide and the murderer of his daughter. He 
Ant. C. « added that the life of Virginia would have 

c< ^ ltcn Nearer to him than his own, if, in pre- 
44 ferving it, Ihe could have preferved her lu 
44 berty and honour: but that, feeing her upon 
44 the point of being dragged away as a Have, 

44 to fatiate the Decemvir’s luft, he believed it 

■ 

44 better to lofe his child by death, than infa- 
44 my ; and that pity and tendernefs for her had 
44 made him feem to become cruel. That he 
44 would not have furvived his daughter, if he 
46 had not hoped, that his fellow-foldiers would 
44 affift him in avenging her death. That they 
46 alfo had daughters, filters, and wives.' That 
44 the luft of Appius had not expired with his 
44 daughter, but would become ftill more out- 
44 rageous, the longer it was fuffered with im- 
44 punity. That his misfortune warned them 
44 to guard againft the like injuries. That as 
44 for him, he had loft his wife •, that his 
44 daughter, as file could preferve her honour 
44 only by the lofs of her life, had fuffered an 
44 unhappy, but an honeft death. That he had 
44 no longer any thing* to fear for his family 
44 from the brutality of Appius : that as to the 
44 violence he might exercife upon his perfon, 
44 he well knew how to deliver himfclf from it 
44 with the fame courage as he had his daugh- 
* 4 ter. That it was for them to provide for 
* 4 the fafety of their honour, lives, liberty, and 
u thofe of their children.” 

Thefe complaints ofVirginius were followed 
with the acclamations of the whole multitude. 
The foldiers with one voice afiured him, they 
would avenge his grief and their own liberty. 
At the fame time a report from Rome fpread, 
that the affairs of the Decemvirs were entirely 
xuined there, and that Appius himfelf, after 

having 



Ap, ClaAd. F. Vibul. &c. Decemvir, ioj 

having efcaped the hands of the populace with A. 
difficulty, had fled, and was retired into banifh^ Ant * c - 
ment: and this rumour, mingled with truth and 447 ‘ 
falfhood, finally determined the army to revolt; 

ST 9 arms was the univerfal cry: the ftandards 
were prilled up, and the trobps.took the route 
of Rome. The Decemvirs, terrified with what 
they faw, and the accounts of what had paffed 
in the city, ran to all lides of the camp to ap- 
peafe the tumult. If they fpoke mildly, no re¬ 
gard was had to them, and the troops gave no 
ear to what they faid: if they affumed a tone 
of Authority, the foldiers anfwered, that they 
had their arms in their hands, and knew how 
to ufe them. 

Accordingly they marched dire&ly to Rome; 
paffed peaceably through the city, and pofted 
themfelves upon mount Aventine. In their way 
they exhorted the citizens to recover their liber¬ 
ty, and to create Tribunes of the People: but 
they ufed no violence, nor any menaces. The 
Decemvir Sp. Oppius affembled the Senate. 

Their unanimous opinion was, that in the pre- 
fent conjuncture gentle meafures were only to be 
ufed, as the Decemvirs themfelves had given 
occafion for thefe commotions. Sp. Tarpeius, 

C. Iulius, and P. Sulpicius, three perfons of 
Confular dignity, were deputed to the foldiers, 
to demand in the name of the Senate, by whofe 
orders they had abandoned the camp, and what 
they intended, by feizing the Aventine in arms. 

They were not at a lofs for the anfwer they had 
to make: but, as they had not yet nominated 
.a chief, nobody ventured to take it upon him- 
felf, nor to incur the refentment and rifque with 

which it might be attended. The whole af- 

fembly cried out confufedly, that they might 

H 4 . fend 
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A.R.-soc.fend Valerius and Hor'atius to them, and that 
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Ant, C. t ^ e y WO uld give them their anfwer. 

4474 When the deputies, were withdrawn, Virgi¬ 
nia reprefented to the foldiers, 44 That they 
4C had juft before been at ajlofsin. a matter of 
44 no great difficulty, only from their being a 
“ multitude without a .chief, a body without a 
« head. That they had given a wifer anfwer ; 
“ but one that was rather the effect of chance 
“ than of a refolution concerted in common 
u amongft them. That it was his opiriion, 
“ they would do well to eleft ten perfons to 
44 command in chief, who might be called Mi- 
u tit ary Tribunes, a name fuitable enough to an 
“ office created by the foldiers/* As they no¬ 
minated him firft Referve , laid he, thefe marks 
of efieem and affection.for metill a more conve¬ 
nient occafm. No dignity can be agreeable to me 
Vjhilft my daughter is unrevengedand at a time 
*f trouble like that wherein the commonwealth is 
at prefra t, it is not prudent, in my opinion to confer 
off us upon perfons mo(l expojed to the hatred of 
adverfanes. If you* judge me capable of doing 
you any fervice , IJhall do it no lefs in continuing 
a private perfon. Ten military Tribunes were 
accordingly created, and M. Oppius was pla¬ 
ced at the head of them. 


The other army, which was in the field 
againft the Sabines, was not long before it fol¬ 
lowed this example. The murder of Siccius 
had exceedingly incenfed them, as we have faid 
before, and as foon as they heard that their fel¬ 
low-folders had thrown off their obedience to' 


the Decemvirs, they did the fame with joy. They 
aifo chofe ten Tribunes upon their march, of 
* Huy whom * Sextus Manlius was the chief *, and ha- 
*M*Jffj* ving joined the other army, they encamped to¬ 
gether, and charged the twenty Tribunes with 

the 
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the care of: the government. M. Oppius and^- 3 f 5 - 
S. Manlius, the moft confiderable perfons a-^' 
mongft thofe Tribunes, were appointed to pre- 
fide in that council. 

, The Senate was in great perplexity, and af- 
femblcd every day, but without coming to any 
refolution : the whole time paffed in mutual re¬ 
proaches, and nothing was concluded. The 
general opinion was, that Valerius and Horatius 
fhould go to mount Aventine, to negociate 
with the two armies. But they refufed to go, 

unlefs the Decemvirs would diveft themfelves of 
the marks of dignity as their authority had ex¬ 
pired the year before. The Decemvirs on their 
fide complaining that they were for reducing 
them to the condition of private perfons, and 

degrading them of their office, protefted that 
they would not quit it, that they had not put 
the laft hand to the laws for which they were 
created, and that they had not caufed them to 
be accepted. 

The army, upon being informed by Duilius, 
who had been Tribune, that after many de¬ 
bates the Senate were come to no fixed refolu¬ 
tion, removed from mount Aventine to the Sa¬ 
cred mountain, as to a place where their an- 
ceftors had laid the firft foundations of the li¬ 
berty of the People. Duilius had made them 
fenfible, “ That the Senators would not act 
“ with any warmth, or give themfelves much 
* • pain about what paffed, till they faw them 
“ abandon the city. That the Sacred moun- 
“ tain would put the Senate in .mind of 
** the conftancy of the Plebeians, and make 
,c them fenfible, that without re-inftating the 
“ power of the Tribunes, there was no hope 
u of union.” For the reft, having eftablilhed 
their camp upon the Sacred mountain, they imi- 
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Am* C°* tat£ d t ^ e w ifdom and moderation of their fore- 
* fathers, in not committing any violence. The 

multitude joined the army •, none, whofe age 
would permit, difpenfmg with th'emfclves from 
following it. Their wives and children accom¬ 
panied them part of the way, afking them 
mournfully, to whofe care they left them in a i 
city, where neither the honour of women, nor 


*TL* De- 


the liberty of the public, were fafe. 
Rome being in this manner tiftani 


cblipta 


iged i 
inner i 


into a 


frightful folitude, and nobody apjfe&ring in the 
’tolm&Lr. Forum, except fome few old men; the Senate 
tcdrcj.n. begin to be in real anxiety. Whitt do you whit 

for, F ::iers, laid feveral befides Hdratius and 
Valerius r If the Decemvirs peifift in their Cbfti* 
nacy, will you fuffer every thing to be utterly ruined 
audio ft? And as for you, Decemvirs, what is this 
fame authority of which you are fo tenacious ? Art 
you for giving your laws to,- and riding over , roofs 
and walls ? Are you not ojhamed to fee the num¬ 
ber of your Lictors almcft exceed that of the citi¬ 
zens, which remain in the city ? Wbnt will you do 
if the enemy come to attack it ? And fuppofe the 
People , feeing us fo Unconcerned about their remo¬ 
val, Jhould advance hither fwor'd in ha rid, whai 

would become of you ? Is it your deficit to put an 
end to your authority only with the entire ruin of 
the city? Do not ycu perceive, that it is abfolutely 
neccjfary At her to renounce the People for good and 
alt, or to gram them Tribunes ? We.Jhall fooner 
aequiefee in not having Patrician, than they in 

wanting Plebeian magiflrates. (a)Tbey extortedthat 

office from cur fathers, new and unexperienced to 

them 


(a)Novarn inexpertamque 
earn poteftatem eripuere pa- 
tribus noftris, nz nunc dul- 
cedine femel capti ferant de¬ 


li derium. Cum prafertim 
nec n ostein perem us imperils, 
quo minus ilfi auxilii eg*ant. 
Lev* /. 3. c. 52. 
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them at that time: andean any body believe , (batA.R. 30$. 
after having tajled the fweets of it for fo many Am - L - 
years, they will confent to be deprived of it 
for ever 3 efpecialty when we have made fucb an 
ufe of authority , as makes protection and aid at 
haft as necejjary to them as ever ?' 

As the Decemvirs heard difeourfes of this 
kind from all fides, they were overcome by fo 
unanimous a concurrence, and declared at laft, 
that, as it was judged neceflary, they fhould re¬ 
fer thefiifelves entirely to the refollitions of the 
Senate. They only requefted, that they might 
be fecured againft the hatred and animofity of 
the public ; reprefenting. at the fame 1 time, that 
it was not for their intereft to accuftom the Peo¬ 
ple, by the punilhment of the Decemvirs, to 
filed the blood of the Senators. 

When a decree was pafled td this effeft, 
lerius and Horatiuls were deputed with full pow- 
ers to conclude a treaty of pacification with the Tribunes of 
People. It was alfo recominehded to thein to ,ht Peo r t 
take proper precautions for preferving the De- a ff d _ crea ~ 
cemvirs from the rage and violence of the Peo-Liv 1.3 
pie. They were received intb the camp withe. 54. 
univerfal joy as the Deliverers of the People,, 
and publick thanks were given them for all the 
ftr vices they had done them in this affai’r, as 
well at its beginning, as now when it was upon 
the point of being terminated! Icilius fpoke 
for the multitude. When they proceeded to treat 
of the accommodation, and the deputies defired 

him to propofe the demands He had to make, 
his anfwer, which had been concerted before 
their arrival, (hewed, that the People founded 
their pretenfions foiely in equity, and not upon 
the arms which they had in their hands. They 
demanded the re^eftabliihment of Tribunes and 
Appeals, which had been the two firm fupports 
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3.of the liberty of the People before the creation 
of the Decemvirs; and that it fhould not be 
deemed a crime in any one whatfoever, to have 
induced thefoldiers or People to retire to mount' 
Aventine, in order to re-inftate themfelves in 
the poffefiion of their liberty. Only the article 
concerning the Decemvirs had fomething ex- 
ceflive in it. The People demanded, that they 
fhould be delivered up to them, and threatened 
to burn them alive. 

Your firft demands , replied the deputies, are 
fo juft, that we came prepared to grant them of 
our own accord , becaufe they tend only to fecure 
your liberty , without prejudice to others . But as 
to the laji , it would be injurious to yourfelves to 
comply with it : it fujfices to pardon you fuel ex- 
cefjive fentiments of anger , but we cannot approve 
them. You are cruel yourfelves , from the abhor¬ 
rence of cruelty , and are for lording it over your 
adverfanes, before you have made fure of your 
own freedom. Shall our city never fee an end of 
this enmity , and declared war between the Senators 
and People ? You have more occafion for the fhield 
than the fword : You ought now to think only of 
well efiablijhing your liberty. The whole afferu¬ 
tty having referred their pretenfions and inte¬ 
rests entirely to the deputies, they promifed to 
return foon, and bring with them the ratification, 
of their demands. 

When they gave an account to the Senate of 
the good fuccefs of their negotiation, the reft of 
the Decemvirs, contrary to their hopes, finding 
no mention made of punifhing them, came into 
every thing. But Appius, the moft cruel and 
odious of them all, judging the People’s hatred 
of him from his own for the People, faid, I ant 
net ignorant of what is preparing for me. I well 
perceive , that attacking us is deferred , till our ad- 

verfarks 
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verfaries.are armed for that purpofe. 5 The hatred A -R- 3 °S* 
of my enemies can be fatiated only with my blood. ^ nt ' C ‘ 
However, 1 alfo confent to divejl tnyfelf of the Be- 4 
cemvirate. A decree was immediately paffed to 
the following effeft: “ That the Decemvirs 

“ fhould abdicate their office immediately; that 

the Great Pontiff Q^. Furius fhould create 
« Tribunes of the people ; and that no perfon 
“ whatfoever ffiould be liable to profecution 
“ upon account of the removal of the Soldiers 
“ and People to mount Aventine.” Upon the 
breaking up of the Senate, the Decemvirs re¬ 
paired to the affembly of the People, and ab¬ 
dicated their office which occafioned univer- 
fal joy. 

That news was immediately carried to the 
camp. All the citizens that had continued in 

Rome followed the deputies. The other part 
of the People came at the fame inftant to meet 
them. They congratulated each other upon the 
recovery of peace and liberty. The deputies, 
having called the affembly, expreffed themfelves 
to this effett: Romans , for the welfare and bap- 
pinefs of the commonwealth in general, and of each 
of you in particular, return to your country, your 
houjhold-gods, wives and children -, but return 
with the fame wifdom and moderation, you have 
Jhewn hitherto, in effect of which, fo great a mul¬ 
titude, in fo univerfal a necejfity, have not com¬ 
mitted the leajt injury to a jingle field. Go to 
mount Aventine, from whence you came. There, 
in that place of happy augury, where you laid the 
firft foundations of your liberty, create tribunes of 
the People. The Great Pontiff will be there to 
prefide in your affembly. Thofe words were 
received with great joy and prodigious accla¬ 
mations. 


f 
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A.R. 305. Without lofs of time, they decamped and 
Ant. c. marc hed for Rome, congratulating all they met, 
447 ‘ and receiving their congratulations. They pat* 

fed through the city with profound filenee, and 
halted upon mount Aventine. The Great Pon¬ 
tiff immediately held the aflembly there, and 
Tribunes were created. Virginius firft of all* 
then L. Icilius, and P.Numitorius, Virginia's 
uncle, which three had the greateft fhare in the 
fecefiion: after them were chofen C. Sicinius', 
fon or grandfon of the Sicinius who was created 
the firft Tribune upon the Sacred mountain, 
and M. Duilius, who had diftinguiflied himfelf 
in the office of Tribune of the People, before 
the creation of Decemvirs, and had always 
ftrongly oppofed them afterwards. Five others 
lefs known, but in whom they could entirely 
confide, were added : M. Titinius, M. Pom,- 
ponius, C. Apronius, P. Villius, and C. Op- 
pius. 

Affoon as they entered upon office, on the 
motion of Icilius, the People decreed, that no 
perfon whatfoevor fhouid be molefted on ac¬ 
count of feparating from the Decemvirs. Du¬ 
ilius at the fame time palled a decree for the 
cle&ion of Confuls, from whom ic ffiould be 
lawful to appeal to the People. Confuls were 
immediately el.e&ed, who were Valerius and 

.R. 305. Horatius. 
nr. C. 

1.6. L. Valerius Potitus. 

?emw M. H-ORATJVS BaRBATUS. 

iJl/U/j 

i/s laws Thofe two magiftrates were very popular by 
ghijin ( jifp 0 Q t i 0[) and had inherited abundance of hu- 

<vourof r, 5 ’ey 

e ? eo ph. manity and. equity m the government ot the 
ionyf. commonwealth from their anceftors. To acquit 
1 themfelves of the promife they had made the 
Y 3 People, when they prevailed on them to lay 
;c. down 
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down their arms, of taking a particular care of A R 3 °& 
their interefts, they paJTed feveral Laws highly An J' C " 
in their favour. By the fir ft it was ordained, 4 
that whatever the People Ihould decree in the 
aflembly of the Tribes {Camilla Tributa) fhould 
extend to all the citizens, as well as what was 
inftituted in the aflembly. by Centuries (Comitia 
Cenluriata,.) (a) This was giving an infinite 
force to the Teibunitian laws: for the Tribunes 
of the People prefided in the afiemblies by 

Tribes. Tq put the privilege, of Appeal out 
of the reach of infraction, they prohibited 
the creating of any magiftrate, from whom it 
Ihould not be lawful to appeal; and by the 
fame law, permiffion was granted to kiil any 
perfop whatfoever, that Ihould undertake to cre¬ 
ate fuch a magiftrate, without being liable to a 
profecutipn for murder on that account. They 
renewed and ftrengthened the law, that declared 
the perfons of the Tribunes facred and inviola¬ 
ble, and vthich prohibited the offering any 
kind of ill treatment to them upon pain of 
death. They alfo ordained, that for the future 
the decrees of the Senate fhould be depofited in 
the temple of Cer.es, and kept by the Ediles of 
the People ; whereas before it was in the power 
of the Confuls to fupprefs or after thofe decrees. 

The Patricians did not dare to oppofe any of A P ,m '* 
thefe laws j but. they received them not without "LhL 
regret. (£)Por whatever precautions were taken trial, ‘Li 
for ftrengthening the liberty of the People, f ut in t ri - 
feemed to them a diminution of their Power. when 

The authority of the Tribunes, and the liber- 
ty of the People, being thus eftabhfhed and us > the nfl 

confirmed 

9 cmvirs 

{a) Qu 3 lege Tribunitiis (&} Quicquid enimlibertati 
rogationibus telmn acerri- Plebis caveretur, id iuis dece- Liv* i 
mum datum eft; • Lfo. dere opibus credebam. Lfa, c . 36. * 
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A.R. 306. confirmed, the Tribunes thought it time to at- 

Ant. C. ^ Decemvirs. They refolved therefore 

to cite them before the People, not ail together, 
left they fhould mutually fupport each other, 
but one after another, convinced that it would 
be more eafy to deal with them in their feparate 
capacity. They began with Appius, who had 
made himfelf the moft odious to the People by 
his oppreffions, and his treatment of Virginia. 
The father of that unfortunate maid was his ac- 
cufer. The day for his trial being come, apd 
Appius having repaired to the Forum, fur- 
rounded with a troop of young , patricians, that 
fight renewed in the minds of every, body the 
remembrance of thofe fad days, whenthe fame 
Patricians, like fo many guards, made up his 
train. Virginius then fpoke to the following 
effect: Long difcourfes are only necejfary in mat¬ 
ters fufceptible of doubt and uncertainty . Ifball 
therefore lofe no time in accufing a citizen, from 
' wbcfe cruelty you have delivered yourfelves by 
arms j nor will I fuffer him to add to his other 
crimes the impudence of defending himfelf before you 
againft the enormities I could charge him with. / 
pafs over, Appius , all the impious and flagrant 
actions, which you have committed for two years 
paft. 1 confine myfelffolely to one point ; and I ajk 
you, whether it be not true , that you. granted 
Claudius the provifional poffeffion of Virginia, at a 
time when fhe enjoyed her liberty. lou muft give 
me a precife anfwer , and confent to be tried upon 
this faft : otherwife IJhall commit you to prifon. 
The fad, upon which Appius was interroga¬ 
ted, was fo evident, and the injuftice fo black, 
that he could not accept the condition propofed 
by the Tribune, without confentinj to his own 
condemnation-, and he faw no means of extri¬ 
cating himfelf out of that difficulty. However, 

4 though 
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though he could neither expect the aid of the A.R. 33$, 
other Tribunes, nor the voices of the People in 
his favour, he implored the intcrpofition of the 
former. When none of them offered to move,- 
and. the officer was preparing to feize him : I 
appeal to the People , Paid he. That word, the 
foie fupport of the liberty of the People, from 
a mouth, which not long before had pronounced 
fentence directly oppofite to that liberty, was 
followed with filence. Every one faid to him- 
felf, “ They at length faw that there were 
cc Gods, who made human affairs their care. 

“ That the puniffiment of cruelty and pride 
“ was indeed (low, but terrible. That he who 
“ had abolifhed appeals, was now reduced to 
“ have recourfc to them. That the declared 
“ enemy, the fubverter, of the Rights of the 
“ People, now implored their protection ; and 
<c that the unjuft judge, who had given up a 
u free perfon to fiavery, was now abandoned 
“ himfelf to chains and prifons, without any 
“ fupport from the privilege of his liberty.” 

Appius notvvithftanding, compelled to affume 
a charadter, which could not but coft his pride 
abundant mortification, appeared before the Peo¬ 
ple as a fuppliant, and (poke the language of 
one. He repeated “ the great Cervices which 
u his anceftors had done the common- 
“ wealth both in war and peace. He deplored 
“ the unhappy fuccefs of his zeal for the inte- 
u refts of the People, which had made him re- 
“ nounce the Confulfhip, and drawn the dif- 
cc pleafure of the whole Senate upon him, for 
<c having confented, and devoted himfelf, to 
“ the fchemeof the new laws, for the.eftablifh- 
M ment of equal right between all the citizens. 
u He invoked the laws he had lately infti- 
“ tuted, in the view, and in contempt of which, 

Vol. 11 . I “ the 
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A, R. 306. 44 the legiflator was now to be laid in chains, 
Ant. c. anc j thrown into prifon. That as for the reft, 
4 * 6, 44 he {hould endeavour to render an account of 

<c his conduft, when an audience (hould be 
** granted him for pleading his caufe. That 
44 for the prefent he only afleed permiffion |o 
« 4 defend himfelf as a citizen, and that he might 
« not be condemned unheard That if that 
44 juftice were refufed him, he again implored 
** the interceffion of the Tribunes, and appealed 
14 to the People. That the condudt they (hould 
« now obferve in regard to him, would de- 
14 monftrate, whether the power of the Tri- 
“ bunes and appeals to the People were only 
“ empty names without force and reality, or 
« whether oppreffed citizens found a folid fup- 
44 port in them againft the injuftice of ma- 
46 giftrates.”’ 

Virginius, on hk fide, affirmed, 44 That 
44 Appk» Ctaudius, of all mankind, ought to 
44 find no prote&ion from the laws. Call but 
44 your eyes, Paid he, to yon tribunal, where 
44 this perpetual Decemvir, the declared enemy 
44 of the lives, fortunes, and liberty of the ci*. 
44 tizens, paffing from rapine and murders, to 
44 the moil (hameful debauches, delivered up tq 
54 the infamous minifter of his vices, in the pee-. 
44 fence of the Roman People, a maid of free 
44 condition and ingenuous birth •, tearing her 
44 from the arms of her father likp a (lave taken 
Ci in war, and by a cruel fentence arming the 
44 hands of that unhappy father again ft the life 
44 of his child. That the prifon, which he had 
44 the infolence to call the manfion-houfe of the 
44 Plebeians, was no lefs intended for him than 
44 others.'* He concluded with faying, a That 
44 as often as Appius (hould repeat his appeal 1 , 
44 Id often fbould he renew the proteftation he 

w had 
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“ had made, of caufing him to be committed A. R.306. 
tc to prifon if he did not con fen t to be tried Ant ; ^ 

44 upon the fingle fad he had at firft propofed to 44D ’ 
cc him.” He was accordingly carried thither. 

So bold an adion was cenfured by nobody; it 
however made a very ftrong impreflion upon 
the minds of the People, who almoft believed 
that they carried the ufe of their liberty too far, 
in treating fa confiderable a citizen as Appius 
with fo much rigour. The Tribune adjourned 
the day for his trial to a farther time* 

How difficult it is, in a caufe, wherein the 
judges are parties, and are animated by the fpi- 
rit of revenge, to keep within the bounds of 
ftridl juftice, and not to give way in fome mea- 
fure to paffion. Appius was criminal: but it 
was necefiary to try him in due form. In pu- 
niftiing his tyranny, they treated him tyran¬ 
nically. 

C. Claudius, Appius’s uncle, who, not being 
able to fuffer the crimes of the Decemvirs, and 
his nephew’s enormous abufe of his authority, 
had withdrawn to Regilte, his antient country, 

quitted his retirement, and returned to Rome, 
to affift with all his credit, in fo urgent a dan¬ 
ger, a nephew, whofe crimes it was well known 
he had utterly detefted. That venerabie old 
man was feen in the Forum in a mourning bab¬ 
bit, attended by his whole family, and a great, 
number of Clients. u He implored the People 
“ not to infliiit the family 0! the Claudii 
<{ the indignity of caufing them to be confidered 
tc by pofterity as citizens that merited chains 
“ and prifons. He added, that it was a mod 
<c fhameful thing, to fee a Perfon laden with 
tc irons in a dungeon amongft villains and 
* c thieves, who-undoubtedly ought to be an ho- 
“ nour to his dtfcendants from the high' offices 

I -2 “ he 
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A.R. 3o5.“ he had filled, and who might be regarded as 
A at . C. u t he Lemfiator of Rome, and as the author of 
,T ' ’ 44 the R-.ghts of the public, and of the wife in- 

45 ftiturior.s which had lately been eftabliffied in 
44 the city. He conjured the Romans to iuffer 

46 their juft wrath to give way to their natural 
44 humanity and companion, and, at the hum- 

ble iupplicarion of the whole family of the 
44 Claudii, to grant their grace to a fingle cri- 
44 minal, rather than reject the requeft of fo 
44 many perfons for the guilt of one. That as 
44 for himfclf, he was far from being reconciled 
44 to his nephew and that what he now did 
44 was i’olciy in regard to the honour of his fa- 
" mily. That, as they had recovered their 
44 liberty by their valour, they might now 
44 nrengthen the union between the two orders 
44 by their clemency.” 

Many were moved with this difeourfe, Ids in 
regard to Appius, than out of confideration for 
his uncle. But Virginius “ implored the citi- 
44 zens rather to have companion on him and 
44 his daughter ; and added, that the prayers 
44 of a family, which had exercifed a cruel ty- 
44 ranny over the People, did not deferve to be 
44 put in competition with thofe of three Tri- 
44 bunes, all of them allied to Virginia by the 
44 molt facred ties, and reduced to beg the aid 
44 of the lame people, whom they were obliged, 
44 by their office, to affifl on all occufions.” 
Thele tears appeared thejufteli: and.Appius in 
confequence, having loit all hope, fuborned 
death before'the farther day for his trial arrived. . 

His collogue Oppius, who was in the city 
when that infamous judgment was pafled, had 
the fame lute, and died alfo in prifon before 
the day for his trial. The eftates of both were 
confi fcated for the benefit of the public. The 

reft 
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reft of their coilegues were baniftied, and their A.R.3o6* 
fortunes alio confifcated.. As for M. Claudius, 
who had lent himfelf to the Decemvir’s crime, 
he was condemned to die; but at Virginius’s 
reqtieft, that fentence was changed into banifh- 
ment. (a) Thus, fays Livy, the manes of Vir¬ 
ginia, more happy alter her death than in her 
life, after having wandered through lo many 
houfes in purfuit of juft vengeance, were at 
length appealed by the punifliment of all the 
guilty. 

All thefc executions gave the Senators no 
fmall difquict, and alarmed them exceedingly. 

The Tribunes had rendered themfelves almoft 
as terrible as the Decemvirs had been before, 
and gave reafon to apprehend for the future. 

Duilius, one of them, delivered the Senate from 
that fear, and entirely reftored their tranquillity. 

Rightly perceiving, that it was confident with 
prudence to fet bounds to a power which became 
exceffive : We have now, faid he in the full af- 
fembly, carried both the defence of our liberty , 
and the punijhment of our enemies, far enough . 

For which reafon , I will not fujfer any perfon 
whatfeever to be cited to a trial , or committed to 
prijon during the reft of this year. As to the pajl, 
it is not proper to revive the remembrance of old 

faults, which ought to be forgotten, after new ones 
have been expiated by the pum/hment of the 'Decem¬ 
virs : and for the future , the conflant and unani¬ 
mous zeal of the two Confuls for the defence of your 

liberty, is a fuff cient fecurity for you, that nothing 
will happen lo require the aid and intervention of 
the Tribunes. 

I 3 This 

(a) Manefque Virginia}, das pranas vagati, nui!o re# 
mortux quam viva: fadicio- Mo fonts tandem quievc- 
ris, per tot domes ad peten- runt. 
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This declaration of the Tribun?, fo full of 
wifdom and moderation, gave the Senate feme 
eafe : but at the fame time, it occafioned com¬ 
plaints againft the Confuls. They were angry with 
them for declaring fo openly and fo entirely for 
the People, that a Plebeian magiftrate fhould 
think it neceffary to take upon him the care of 
the fafety and liberty of the Senate preferably to 
a Patrician magiftrate *, and that their enemies 
fhould be tired with the ufe of their power in 
avenging themfelves, before the Confuls took any 
meafure for oppofing their licence. Many bla¬ 
med their own negligence and facility in con? 
fenting to the laws paffed by thofe Confuls in 
favour of the People: and it was obvious, that 
the imputations againft the Decemvirs, which 
fell in part upon the Senators, had obliged them 
to comply with the times. However that were, 
peace and unity were re-eftabli(hed between the 
Senate and People. 

The Latines and Hernici fent ambafladors to 
congratulate them upon the occafion•, and to in- 
ftance their gratitude to Jupiter, offered a crown 
of gold in the Capitol, of a moderate weight, 
m proportion to the narrow extent of their 
power. In thofe times, people regarded piety 
more than magnificence in ads of religion; 

tokb an t ur religion es fie mag is quam magnified. 
The fame ambafladors brought advice, that the 
.ffiqui and Volfci were making great prepara¬ 
tions for war. The Confuls were ordered to 
march againft thofe enemies. The province of 
the Sabines fell to the lot of Horatius, and the 
iEqui and Volfci to Valerius. The levies were 
made with great facility *, and even many fol- 
diers, who had ferved the legal time, entered 
themfelves as voluntiers for thefe wars. 


Before 
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Before the troops marched out of the city, A.R. 306- 
the new laws, known under the name of the An £ C ‘ 
twelve fables , engraved upon plates of brafsj^xil ' 
were propofed and exhibited to the public, I tables pro- 
deferred repeating the magnificent praifes oi mu k atfd ' 
them, which we find in Cicero, for this place, 
to avoid interrupting the thread of our hiftory 
by the digreflion. Only feme fragments of the 
XII tables are come down to us. Some of them 
contained the laws concerning Sacred Things* 
others the Rights of the public \ but the greateft 
part of them related to private Right, We 
{hall fee in the fequel, that Horace had reafon 
for calling them the table that prohibited fin: 
fabulas peccare vetantts . We may judge of the Ep. 1.I.2, 

exceeding value people fet upon this work, from 
the magnificent praifes given it by Cicero, in the 
jirft book of the Orator, wherein he is not afraid 
to prefer it, upon account of the profound wif- 
dom with which it abounds, to all that the phi- 
lofophers had wrote upon the fame fubjefti 
The paffage feemed to me too important not 
to be repeated almoft at length in this place. 

** (a) Would you know, fays Cicero by the 

I 4 “ mouth 

(a) Sive quis civilem fci- fplendore decorator ; vitia 

entiam comempletur,- autem hominuin atque frau- 

totam hanc defcriptis omni- des damnis, ignominiis, vin- 
bus civitatis utilitatibus ac culis,verberibus,exiliis,mor- 
partibus XIITabulis conti- te raultantur: &docemurnon 
neri videbitis. Sive quem infinitis concertationumque 
ifla praepotens & gloriofa phi- plenis difputationibus, fed au- 
lofophia dele&at (dicam au- floritate nutuque Iegum, do- 
dacihs) hofce habet fontes mitas habere libidines, coer- 
omnium difputationum fua- cereomnescupiditates,notfr4 
rum, qui j ure civil! & legibus tueri, ab alienis mentes, ocu- 
Cominentur. Ex his enim los, manus, abltinere, Fre- 
& dignitatem maxime expe- mane omnes licet, dicam quod 
tendatfi tfidemus, cum verus, fentio; bibliothecas meher- 
juftus, atque honeftus labor cule omnium philofophorum 
honoribus, praemiis, atque mihi videtur XII Tabular urn 

libdli 
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“ mouth of Crafius, the principles of civil fo- 
“ cietv you will find them comprized in the XII 
M Tables, wherein is exaftly laid down all that 
“ relates to the polity of ftates, and can con- 
tribute to public utility. Or are you fond 
of philoioohy *, that glorious fcience, which 


u 




looks down on all things in companion with 
itfelf, I venture to fay, has no other princi¬ 
ples in all the queftions it treats, than what 
are to be found in our civil Rights and Laws. 
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ct For, properly fpeaking, it is the knowledge 
tc of civil right, which teaches us that honefty 
“ and virtue are to be preferred to all things, 
by (hewing us, on the one fide, true and fo- 
lid merit, honoured with rewards, dignities, 
and glory •, and on the other, guilt and in- 
iuftice, punched with penalties, ignominy, 
prifons, itripes, banifhment, and death. And 
ct it does not give us all thefe lefifons in loofe 
ct and dry difputations, thick-lown with fubtle 
ties; but it inftructs us in a tone of authority 
to fubbue our p 3 llions, to fet bounds to all 
our appetites, to content ourfelves with our 
own, and to withhold our hands, eyes, and 
f ‘ brfires, from the poilcifions of others. Though 
all the world fnould declare againft me ? I 

mv fentiments: The little volume 
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of the XII Tables, in my opinion, exceeds 
56 the libraries of a!i the philofophers, both in 
“ the weight of its authority, and the abundant 
tc utility to be extracted from it.” This judg¬ 
ment of Cicero, fo highly in favour of the laws 
of the XII Tables, is not to be wondered at, if 
we reflect, that they were the abridgment, ex¬ 
tract, 


jibellu'. fi auis legun fontes bertate fuperare. Lib. 1. de 
k capita vidcri:, & auctori- erat. n. 193—195. 
f2:i5 pend ere £ utlxitatis u- 
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traft, and in a manner the flower of whatever A.R. 306. 
was moft excellent in the la\ys of Greece. Ao ** ^ 

It was in this body of laws, that.the fecurity r ' 
of the citizens in particular, and of the ftate in 
general, confided at Rome, (a) To contemn 
them, lays Cicero, is not only, to fet afide the 
force and obligation of judgments, but to fub- 
vert the interefts and ties of civil fociety. For ' 
without them, it would be impoffible to afcer- 
tain any man’s right, or what is his own, and 
what another’s •, and there could be no common 
and uniform rule between all for the obfervance 
and fecurity of all. (b) Thefe laws, fays the 
fame Cicero again.elfewhere, are the fupportof 
the, dignity and prerogatives we enjoy in the 
commonwealth, the foundation of liberty, and 
the fource of equity and juftice. They are the 
life, the foul, that animate, guide the councils, 
form the decifions, and regulate the judgments, 
of the ftate. As our bodies can neither fubfift, 
nor make any ufe of their nerves, blood, and 
members, without fouls \ fo a city can neither 
fupport itfelf, nor make any ufe of its members, 
the citizens, without laws. In free dates, the 
law is the principle, to which every thing is re¬ 
duced, 


(a) Qui jus civile contem- 
nendum putat, is vincula re- 
folvit non modo judiciorum, 
fed etiam utiLtatis, vitarque 

communia.'-Etenim hoc 

fublato, nihil ell quare explo- 
raturn cuiquam poflit effe, 
quid fuum, aut alienum fit: 
nihil eft quod asquabile inter 
omnes atque unum omnibus 
cfle poflit. Cic, pro Geecin . 

n. to. 

[b) Hoc vinculum eft hu- 
jus dignitatis qua fruimur in 
j-cpublica, hoc fundamentum 


libertatis, hie fons jequitatis. 
Mens, & animus, Sc confili- 
um, Si fententia civitatis, po- 
(ita eft in legibus. Ut cor¬ 
pora noftra line mente, lie 
civitas fine lege, fuis parti - 
bus, ut nervis ac fanguine& 
wembris, uti non poteft. Le- 
gum magiftri, magiftratus i 
legum interpretes, judices : 
legum deniqueidcirco omnes 
fervi fumus, ut liberi eife 
poflimus. Cic. fro CJuenf. 

7i. iq6. 
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A*R. 306. duced, and on which every thing depends, Thg 
Abc, c, ma giftrates are its minifttrs j the judges its in* 

** ' terpreters •, and the whole people its vaffals, in 

order to their being free and independant, by 
having no other mafter but the Law, or Right. 

It muft be owned, that thefe ideas are great, 
noble, and magnificent: and they only appear 
fo, becaufe they are founded in nature itfelf, or 
in truth. Cicero (a) confuted human laws, 
inftituted for the government of dates and the - 
adminiftration of juftice, as emanations of that 
Supreme Law, which enjoins good and prohi¬ 
bits evil * that, in his fenfe, is no other than 
God himfelf, whofe will, all-wife and Omni* 
fcient, is the primitive rule of all our duties. 
Accordingly he obferves, that the magiftrate • 
(by which word he underftands all who govern) 
ought to employ his authority folely in pre* 
fcribing fuch things as are good, virtuous, ufe- 
ful, and conformable to the laws. For in the 
fame manner as the People are fubfervient to 
the magiftrates, magiftrates are fubfervient to 
the laws •, and it may be truly faid, that the 

magiftrate is a fpeaking law, and the law a mute 
magiftrate. 

THE 

% 

(*) Lex niiiil aliud eft nift prem$ legis obtemperat. De 
re&a, & a numine deorum leg. 1. n. 3. 
tractaradOjimperanshonefta, Videtis magiftratfts hanq 
prokibenscoatraria,OV.praf. effe vim, ut profit, prafcri- 
2 in Anton, n, 28. batque re&a, utilia, k con- 

Lex vera atque princeps, janfta cam legibus. Ut enim 
apta ad jubendum & vetan- magiftratibua leges, ita po* 
dam, ratio eft fummi Jovis. palo prgfuntmagiftratus: ve* 

De Ug. 2. n . 10. leque dici poteft, magiftra.. 

Ilia divina mens fumma ram legem effe loquentem, 
lex eft. Ib.n. 11. legem autem magiftratum 

Hominmn via jaftis fo- mutum. De leg. 3, n. 2. 
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BOOK THE FfFTH. 




HIS fifth book includes the fpace of 
forty-five years, from the 306th to the 
351ft year of Rome, It ends with the 
beginning of the fiege of Veii. 

SECT. I. 

War with the Volfci and AEqui, and again ft the 
Sabines. The two Confuls triumph , notwith¬ 
standing the oppofition of the Senate. Duilius 
prevents the fame Tribunes from being continued 
in office . Domeftic troubles . The ALqtti and 
Volfci advance to the gates of Rome. Fine fpeecb 
of Quintiles. The enemies are defeated , The 
Roman people dijhonour themfelves by a judgment 
which tbeypafs againft the Ardeates . 


M. Horatius, 


L. Valerius. a „ 

A.R.306. 

Ant. C. 
446 . 

T HE domeftic troubles, occafioned by the war <witb 

bad conduft of the Decemvirs, being ap- ^ 

! )eafed by their abdication and punilhment, af- andagainjt 
airs without doors became the ferious attention theSabms. 

Dionyf. 
l.ii.p.727 

Valerius, Liv.T 3 . 

C.60— 63. 


of the public. 
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A.R/506. Valerius, one of the Confuls, fee out with his 

Ant. C. army aginit the iEqui and Volfci, who had 

44 6 - united their forces. As he knew that thofe 

people had conceived great contempt for the 
Roman troops, in confequence of the advanta¬ 
ges thev had gained over them, whilft under the 

O > _w # 

command of the Decemvirs, far from undeceiv¬ 
ing them, he induftrioufly fomented their pre- 
iumpeion, and endeavoured to augment their 

temerity, by affected evafions and referve, as 
if he apprehended coming to blows with them. 
For this reafon, he pitched his camp upon an 
eminence of very difficult acceis, furrounded it 
with a deep foife, and took great care to fortify 
it well. The enemy often advanced to bid 
him defiance, infuking and reproaching him 
with cowardice. He however lay ftill, and 
kept dole within his iritrenchments. Some time 
after, having received advice, that the enemy 
had detached the beft part of their troops to ra¬ 
vage the country of the Latines and Hernici, 
and that few remained to guard their camp, he 
marched out of his, and offered them battle. 
As nobody appeared, he continued the reft of 
the day under arms without moving. Night 
obliged him to retire, when he refreffied and 
refted his troops. The enemy recalled thofe in 
hafte that were difperfed to plunder, who polled 
back, not ail together, nor in good order, but 
in feparate parties, and in the condition they 
were found, when they received news of the 
motion of the Romans. Early the next day, 
the Conful mace his troops advance towards 

the enemy’s camp, with the refolution to at¬ 
tack it if they did not come to battle. After 
having waited a fufficient time, as nobody ap¬ 
peared he gave the fignal for the attack. The 
/Equi and Volfci, afbamed that intrenchments, 
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and not arms and courage, fhould defend vido-A.R. 306. 
rious armies, then quitted their camp in order Al T c */ 
to engage. Before all their troops were marched 4 ^ ' 
out, and had time to form themfelves, Valerius 
attacked them with his infantry, and put them 

into diforder. At firft they fell back : but up¬ 
on being reproached by their generals for giv¬ 
ing ground before beaten enemies, they relu¬ 
med courage, and renewed the fight. The 
Conful, on his fide, animated his foldiers. 

“ He bade them remember, that this was the 
“ firft day on which, become free, they had 
“ fought for their free country, no longer un- 
“ der an Appius, but Valerius, who had efta- 
“ blilhed its liberty.- That.they fhould now 
“ demonftrate, it was not owing to the foldiers, 

“ but the generals, that they had not been vic- 
u torious in the former battles. 55 Then advancing 


to the horfe : Brave Romans , faid he, you are 
now to fupport the dignity of your rank , and your 
honour . fhe foot have made the enemy give way : 
do you com fie at their diforder , and drive them out 
of the field of battle . The ardour of the troops 
was incredible. The enemy could not fuftain 
To rude.a charge, and broke. Abundance of 
them were killed in the battle and purfuit: and 
Valerius remained mafter of their camp with 
great fpoils. 

The news of this vidory was foon carried to 
the other army that aded againft the Sabines, 
and excited a great emulation there. Horatius, 
by fkirmifhingand flight engagements, in which, 
his troops .had always the advantage, had ac- 
cuftomed them to confide rather in their prefent 
valour, than to remember their paft defeats un¬ 
der the Decemvirs. The Sabines, encouraged 
by the fucceffes of the year before, incefTantly 
harraffed them, and reproached them with amu- 


3 


fing 


i 



126 L. Valerius, M. Hqratius, Confute 

AR.306.f1ng thenrfeives with petty encounters, whilft 

Ant. C. ij^y W€re afraid to come to a decifive battle* 

^ * Thefe reproaches bad more effedt than they who 

made them would have defired. The Romans, 
enraged on one fide by repeated infults, and 
animated on the other by the example of their 
fellow-foldiers, who were upon the point of re¬ 
turning vidorious- to Rome, preffed the Confui 
to lead them agaioft the enemy. After having 
well allured himfelf of their drfpofition to er> 
gage, he ordered them to prepare for battle the 
next day. The Romans experienced from the 
Sabines in the a&ion all that the vigour and 
courage of an enemy is capable when fupported 
by great forceffes. Both foldiers and officers, 
and efpecially their general, did prodigies of 
valour. The Roman horfe however behaved fo 
well on this occa&m, and feeonded the Conful 
fo effectually, that he obtained a compleat vic¬ 
tory over the enemy. Great numbers of them 
were killed in the battle, and more taken pri- 
foners. The Conful made himfelf mafter alfo 
of their camp* which they were reduced toabaiv 
don with their baggage, and all the fpoils. and 
prifoners they had taken from the Romans in 
the laft War. 

For both thefe victories feparately gained 
over different enemies, the Senate,, out of ill- 
will to the Confuls, decreed only one day of 
fupplication and tbankfgiving to the. Gods. Bbt 
the People, more equitable and religious, ac¬ 
quitted themfelves of the fame duty the follow-: 
ing day ; and this fecond fblemnky, performed 
without the decree of the Senate,, was mote 
fplendidly celebrated, and by a greater concourfe 
of the People, than that of the day hefore. 
Narrownefs of fpirit and puerility is here evi¬ 
dent in that Body, in other things fo wife and 

4 venerable. 
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venerable, Recaufe they are diSatisfied with the A.R. 306. 
Confuls, who Teemed too much attached to the^ - ^ 
People in (heir eyes, they retrench apart of the 44 ’ 
homage, which iq was. vil'ual to render the Gods 
\ipon the like oceafions, Rut they carried the 
fame difguft; dill farther. 

The two Confute concerted together .to ar -rhetw 

five near Rome almoft at the fame time, that is CmfuU 

to, fay, within one day of one another. They'"^’ 
fummoned the Senate, to affemble in the field at landing 
Mars, in order to render an account there of the the oppofi- 
fuccefs of the. campaign. The principal Sena- 1 ”* °f ,bl 
tors complained, that they were affembled in th ^ Stnate ’ 
midft of thp foldiers. with defign to intimidate 
them. The Confols, to leave them no room for 
fuch complaints,.adjourned! cheaffemblyto a place 
Called tbs Flmitiimtmdpwj. There, they, re¬ 
ported what, each of them, had dope at the bead 
of their armies, and demanded that the Senate 
would be pleated to grant them the honour of 
triumphing. They found every body entirely 
aver fa qo them. Amoqgft thofe who oppofed 
fo juft a demand, none did it more warmly 
than C. Claudius, the uncle of Appius the De¬ 
cemvir. The motive of his oppofition was no- 
torioufly evident. His violence proceeded from 
the treatment of his nephew Appius, which he 
aferibed particularly to the two Confuls. His 
opinion was however, followed by the majority, 
and they were refufed triumphs. Provoked by 
that refufal, and the affront fo unjuftiy offered 
them, they addrelried themfelves to the People* 
who unanimoufly voted them that honour. 

This: was. the-firft time that any one triumphed 
by an ordinance of the People without the con¬ 
fect of the-Senate. We fee that Body from time 
to time continually lofing feme one or other of 
its privileges ; and may q brierve, that it is al- 

moft 


* 
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A.R.;o6. m oft always fome injuftice of its own that occa- 

* n 6 c c ‘ fions it. 

Dui^ui This vittory of the People and their Tribunes 
pm ms had almoft occaficned new matter of trouble, 
tbtrt-dtc- by the combination- the latter had entered into 
tun C j caufe theml'elves to be continued in their 
kuna *' office. It happened fortunately to fall to Dui- 
Lh\ I. 3. lius’s lot to prefide at that eleftion. He was a 
c * ^ man offenle, who did not fuffer himfelf to be 

hurried away with the ftream, and dire&ed his 
conduct by the view of the public good. Con¬ 
vinced that fuch continuation in office would 
render them extremely odious, and only tend to 
difcrcdit the conduct of the People, he openly 
declared, that he would not fuffer any of his 
collegues to be re-elected. It was in vain for 
them to prefs him to leave the Tribes at liberty 
to vote as they thought fit; or, if he found 
any difficulty in that, to refign his place to ano¬ 
ther : he perfifted to the laft in his refolution. 
To confirm himfelf the more in it, and fucceed 
the better in his defign, he defired the Confuls 
to favour him with their prefence at his tribunal, 
and afkcd them what views they had with re- 
fpeft to the ailembly for the election of Confuls. 
As they anfwered, that they were determined to 
create new ones, he carried them with him to 
the affembly of the People, in order to ftrengthen 
himfelf by their fuffrages, which, from magi- 
ftrates fo attached to the People as they were, 
could neither be fufpefted nor difasreeable. He 

1 

there alked them what they would do in cafe the 
People, out of gratitude to them for the re- 
eftabhffiment of their liberty, and their great 
fucceffes in the war, ihould re-ele£t them Con¬ 
fuls. They made the fame anfwer, and proteft- 
ed, that however fenfible they might be of the 
great honour intended them, they would not ac¬ 
cept 
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ceptit. The People, admiring their perfeve- A*R. 306. 
tance and conftancy in fliewing themfelves to Al ^ c * 
the laft the reverfe of the Decemvirs, proceed- * 
ed to the eleftion, and chofe firft five new Tri- 
bunes. But Duilius, feeing the party his nine 
collegues had made fo ftrong, that none of their 
competitors for the Tribunefhip were likely to 

have a fufficient number of voices, difmifTed the 
affembly, and would not hold it afterwards for 
filling up the vacant places. He affirmed, and 
not without foundation, that he had fatisfied the 
law, which no where mentioned, that it was n£- 

■ 

ceffary at once, and on the fame day, to create 
all the ten Tribunes •, and which on the contra¬ 
ry faid in exprefs terms, that fuch perfons as the 
Jirft nominated Jhall adopt for their collegues , Jhall 
enjoy the fame privileges , and he deemed Tribunes 
as legally elected as themfelves . The nine old 

ones had nothing to reply, and were obliged to 
acquiefce. Duilius quitted his office, equally in 
favour of the Senate and People. There are 
aftions, and a certain conduct, fo full of reafort 
and equity in themfelves, that nobody can re- 
fufe them their efteem and approbation *, and if 
every body in.office behaved in that manner, 
there would nevei 4 be either troubles or com- 
plaints in ftates. 

The new Tribunes, in the choice of thofe 
they were to nominate to fill up their number, 
had great regard to the defire and recommenda¬ 
tion of the Senators. They even chofe two Pa¬ 
tricians, who had been Confuls, * Sp. Tarpeius * fhe 
and A. Haterius. -sooth 
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Nothing confiderable happened under tfiefe 
Confuls either within or without doors, and 
every thing remained in fufficient tranquillity : 
only L. Trebonius, one of the Tribunes, to ob¬ 
viate the inconvenience that happened the year 
before, paffed a law which ordained, that, in 
the election of Tribunes, the People for the fu¬ 
ture fhould nominate the whole ten themfelves. 


A.R. 3:8 

Ant. C. 


4 .4 1 


D:mefiic 

troubles. 


M.Geganius Macerinus. 

C. Julius. 

The Confuls having perceived fome fecret 
meafures taken by the tribunes againft the Pa¬ 
trician Youth, which might foon blow up the 
flame of fedition, if not remedied in time, found 
means to keep the People within the bounds of 
their duty, by the refolution, which they feemed 
to have taken, of levying an army for a war 
with the iEqui and Volfci, but of which they 
fufpended the execution. Thus, without cla(h- 
ing with the power of the Tribunes, or expofing 
the majetly of the Senate to new infults, they 
eftablifhed tranquillity at home and abroad, at 
Jeaft during the greateft part of the year. 

But in the latter months, the antipathy and 
divifion of the two Orders began to appear. 
The young Patricians, always haughty and en- 
terprizing, oppreffed fuch of the Plebeians as 
were weakefl and mod expofed to injury, whilft 
the latter found neither the aid nor fupport they 
had reafon to expeft from their Tribunes•, be- 
caufe the Tribunes themfelves, through their too 
great eafinefs and patience, were not exempt 
from the injurious treatment and violence of the 
Patrician youth. The People were diflatisfied 

on 
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on that account with their Tribunes, and open¬ 
ly declared, that for the maintenance and fecu- 
rity of their perfons and rights, they had occa¬ 
sion for fuch magiftrates as the Icilii. (a) The 
elder Senators on their fide, were.fenfible, that 
their youth were too turbulent, and carried 
things too far: But, as there was a kind of ne- 
ceffity for one of the parties to exceed the 
bounds of moderation, and it was impoffible to 
keep the balance of government in an exa& 
equilibrio, they thought it better that it fhould 
incline on their fide, and that their youth fhould 
carry their prid? and haughtinefs too far, rather 
than their adverfaries: fo difficult is it, when 
the defence of liberty is in queftion, to obferve 
a juft medium, and not to depart from the drift 
rules of juftice! Each fide, under pretext of 
preferving its equality, took pains to deprefs 
•the other ; and in order to have, nothing to ap¬ 
prehend or fuffcr from it, rendered itfclf terri¬ 
ble and opprefiive: as if it was indifpenfibly 
necefiary that there fhould be violence on one 
fide, and that the one could not be fecure from 
injury, without impofing it upon the other* 

If we reflect on the difpoficion of mind fo 
well defcribed in this place by Livy, we fhall 
find it the real fource of all the troubles that em¬ 
broiled the commonwealth. And in this re- 
fpett, the Senate ieems lead excufable t becaufe, 

K 2 as 


(a) Seniorescontra patrum, extollit utdeprimat alium, in 
utnimis feroces iuos credere ddficili eft ; cavendoque ne 
juvenes effe, ita malle, ft mo- metuant homines ; metuen- 
dus excedendus efTet, fuis, dos ultro <e efficiunt, & in- 
quam adverfariis, fuperelTe juriamanobis repulfam, tan- 
animos. Adeomoderado tu- quara aut facere aut pad ne- 
endx libertatis, dum cequari celTe fit, injungimus aliis, 
velle fimulando ita fe quifque Liv, 
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30S. as (a) Salluft obferves, when there is a difpute 
Ant. C, between two parties, of which the one is weaker 

than the other, there fee ms to be reafon for 
prefuming, that the ftrongeft is the aggreffor. 
And indeed, without defigning to excufe the 
People, we fee the Senate on all occafions intent 
upon humbling and deprefling them, as if the 
Plebeians had not been a part of the ftate as 
well as the Senators, and were incapable and 
unworthy of having any fhare in the govern¬ 
ment. 


A.R.309. 
Ant. C. 

4 - 43 * 


T. QujntiusCapitolinus, IV. 
Agrippa Furius. 

Thefe Confuls found no fedition at home, nor 


war abroad adually on foot: but Rome was 
menaced both with the one and the other. The 


difcord of the citizens could be prevented no 
longer, the Tribunes and People being ex¬ 
tremely exafperated againft the Senate, and the 
affemblies refounding every day with nothing 
but accufations againft fome Senator or other. 
x The JE^ui On the firft rumour of thefe domeftie feuds, 


a ^ olfci the j£qui and Volfci, as if they had been the 
zf^^fignal of war to them, took arms. Their lea- 
Rome. " ders, prompted by the defire of fpoils, repre- 


o 

Rome. 


66 — 
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fufion at Rome*, that neither ordemor difci 


<c pline were obferved there; that the levies 
<c could not be made; that the People were 
<c foiely employed in oppofing the Senate in 
46 every thing; and that the ardour and viva- 
46 city the Romans formerly had againft ene- 
64 mies without doors, they now turned againft 

41 them- 


(a) In omni certamine, plus poteft, facere videtur. 
qui opulentior eft, etismfi Sallufi. in bell. Jugurtb . 
accipi: injuriam, tamer., qu a 
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themfelves, tearing each other like angry A-k-309. 

wolves. That the prefent was an happy oc- Ant * 

V cafion for furprizing and fubje&ing them.” 

Having joined their forces, they firft ravaged the 

country of the Latines; and as nobody appeared 
to oppofe them, animated by the authors of the 
war, who exulted with joy, they advanced to the 
walls of Rome on the fide next the gate Efqui- 
Una , deftroying the whole country in the fight 
of the Romans by way of infult. 

When they were marched back to Corbio y g«Mf/»i’j 
. laden with booty without refiftance, and in good fi n *ba- 
order, the Conful Quintius called an affembly 
of the People, and [poke to them as follows: 

Romans , though I am not confcious to myfelf of 
any crime , it is with extreme ftoame that I now 
appear in your affembly. Do you know, andfhall 
pojlerity be told , that the JEqui and Volfci , [caret 
capable not long fince of making head againjl the. 

Hernici , came in arms with impunity to the walls 
of Rome in the fourth Confuljhip of T. Quintius ! 

Had I forefeen , that this year was to be dijiin¬ 
gulfed by fuch ignominy , I fhould have avoided 
the Confuljhip , either by voluntary banijhment or 
even death. Alas! I had enjoyed fufficient honours: 

I had lived long enough: 1 fhould have died in my 
, third Confuljhip. For upon whom falls the con¬ 
tempt our enemies have expreffed for us upon this 
cccafion ? Is it upon your Confuls , or upon your± 
felves , Romans ? If it is to be aferibed to us, take 
the Confuljhip from perfons fo unworthy of it \ and 
if that does not fuffice, punifh us as we deferve. 

But , if the fault be yours , may the Gods and men 
forgive you ; we only defire that you fhould repent 
of it . No, Romans: they neither defpifed your 
want of courage , nor relied upon their own valour , 

They knew themfelves and you too well .. Our di - 
vjfitms which are the bane of this city , fupply them 

K 3 their 
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A.R.3C9. their whole force and confidence . Whilft we can 

A at. C. j C £ n0 }j 0un( ls to tbe defire of rule, nor you to tbe 

excejfive love of liberty \ wbilft neither Patricians 
or Plebeians , can endnre each other: they have 
taken courage , and refumed their former daring. 
In the name of tbe Gods, Romans , what would- 
ypu have, what do you aim at? You have formed de¬ 
mands upon demands, projects upon projells, againji 
us ; and we have complied with them all . By a 
late undertaking , under pretext of eftablifhing a 
kind of equality in tbe ftate by new laws, you have 
infringed all our rights and privileges . We have 
fuffered it, and we Jlill fujfer it. When will our 
difcords end ? When Jhatl we confider ourfelves as 
citizens of the fame city, and as fins of the fame 
country ? Can you fie without pain our lands de- 
fir oyed with fire and fword , the fpoils carried off 
with impunity, and the boufes fmoaking and in 
flames ? Ibougb you are unconcerned about the 
public inter eft, you will each of you foon have an 
account of your particular Ioffes in your lands and 
farms. Have you wherewithal here to re-imburfe 
yourfilves ? Will your Tribunes repay you what 
you have loft ? I bey will give you words arid ha¬ 
rangues as many as you pie aft ; accufations in 
abundance againft the principal perfons of the city , 
laws upon laws , and affemblies without number , 

. But did any one of you ever leave thofe affemblies 
richer and better in his affairs than he came to 
them ? What do you carry from them to your 
wives and children, except refintment, hatred and 
enmity public and private ? againft the fatal effeftj 
of which it is neither your own virtue or inno¬ 
cence, but the aid , the arms , of ft rangers, that 
fecure you. It was not fo when you fought under 
us in the open field, nor in the Forum under your 
Tribunes \ when you made the enemy tremble with 

your warlike cries in battles , and not the Senators 

4 b 
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by your feditious noife in the ajfemblies. After ha - A.R.309. 
ving taken confiderable [foils from the enemy , and Ant - c * 
madeyourfelves mafters of their country , thm^' 

returned in triumph to your homes and hcujkold- 
gods , with fpoils and glory , as well • for 

yourfelves as the publick: whereas now you fuffer 
the enemy to go hence enriched with your ejfefts. 

Do you flay till the JEqui and Volfci come to rouze 
you from your lethargy within theje walls , and 
purfue you to your own boufes ? Will it then be 
time enough to rouze and take arms ? 

I am fenfible that more agreeable things might 
be faid to you: but y though IJhould not follow My 
natural inclination , necefftly would now oblige me 
to fpeak truth rather than to flatter you . 1 Jhould- 

be very glad y Romans , to pleafe you ; but I had 
much rather preferve you , in whatfoever manner 
you may be difpofed in refpeft to me. 

If then you can at length undeceive yourfelves , 
and open your eyes to the manner in which your 
Tribunes lead you , and abufe your credulity ; if 
you will refume the fentiments of your fathers , and 
return to your ancient principles , / take upon me, 
on the forfeit of my life , to defeat and put. to flight 
thefe infolent ravagers of our lands y to take from 
them their campy and to transfer from our walls 
and gates into their cities this terror of war , 
which now gives you fuch great and juft alarms . 

Seldom or ever was the moft popular-ha¬ 
rangue of a Tribune received more favourably 
than this difcourfe of the Conful, however aw¬ 
ful and fevere he was- The youth themfelves, 
whofe refufal, in contefts of this kind, was a 
powerful refource againft the endeavours of the 
Senate, breathed nothing but arms and war. 

The fight of the country-people, who took re¬ 
fuge in the city, and of thofe who had been dri¬ 
ven out of their lapds, and were covered with 

K 4 wounds* 
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A.R. 309. wounds, (till more moving than any defcription. 

Ant.C . t j le Conful would give of them, filled all the cir 

W' tizens with compaffion, and *t the fame time, 

with a warm defire of revenge. 

(a) When Quintius quitted this affembly, and 
entered the Senate, all eyes were fixed upon him 
with admiration, as the foie affertor of the ma- 
jefty of the Roman name. The principal Se¬ 
nators faid, 66 That his fpeech was truly worthy 
u of the Confular dignity, worthy of the Con- 
“ fulfhips with which he had been honoured, 
“ and of his whole life illuftrious by the moft 
“ glorious offices of the ftate, that he had often 
“ born, and oftner defervea. That other Con- 

<c fuls had either fought abjefily to make their 
“ court to the People, by betraying the honour 
“ of their order-, or had rendered them ftill 
<c more obdurate and untraclable by fupporting 
“ the rights of the Senate with too much rigour 
ts and haughtinefe. That Quintius had admi- 
“ rably adapted his difcourle to the prefent 
“ conjunflure, that is to fay, had expreffed 
“ himfelf in a manner equally proper to fup-. 
<c port the majefty of the Senate, and cement 
“ the good underftanding between the two or- 
** ders. That they all defired himfelf and hii 
“ collcgue to provide for the fafety of the ftate.. 
<c That at the fame time they requefted the Tri- 
** bunes to act in concert with the Confuls for 

removing 


(j) In Senatum ubi ven- 
tum eft, ibi verb in Quinti- 
um omnes verfi, ut unum 

vindicera rnajeftatis Roman® 

6 

intueri; & pnmores patrum 
dignam dicere cancionem 
imperio confulari, dignam 
tot Confulatibus antea&is, 
dignam vita omni plena ho- 
jtoruin fepe gefiorum, fiepius 


meritarum. Alios Confutes, 
aut per proditionem dignitatis 
patrum Plebi adulatos, aut 
acerbe tuendo juraordinis af- 
periorem doniando muItitu T 
dinem feciffe : T. Quintium 
prationem rnajeftatis patrum, 
concordi«eque ordinum, & 

temporum imprimis habuiffe, 
Uv. " ' 
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‘ • removing the enemy from the walls and gates a.r. 309, 
of the city, and to render the people docile Ant. c. . 
44 and fubmiffive to the defires of the Senate. 443 * 

44 That their common country, in fo prefling a 
“ danger, when the enemy, after, having ra- 
vaged the lands about Rome, kept the city 
tc in a manner befieged, addreffed itfelf with 
c * confidence to the Tribunes, and implored 
44 their aid.** • • 

The levies were decreed by the Confuls, and 
made, not only without oppofition, but with 
incredible promptitude. The Quseftors brought 
the enfigns out of the treafury, and caufed them, 
to be carried to the field of Mars. The troops 
marched away at ten in the morning ,the fame 
day, and advanced ten miles from Rome. The 
next day they came in view of the enemy near 
Corbio, and encamped. The third day it was 
refolved to give battle without lofs of time. 

On the fide of the Romans, their juft rage, in¬ 
flamed by the boldnefs of the enemy in coming 
to infult them under the Walls of Rome, and a 
warm defire of revenge, would admit no delay. 

As for the iEqui and Volfci, who faw there 
was no quarter to be expe&ed for them from an 
enemy againft whom they had fo often revolted, 
defpair itfelf exalted their courage, and made 
it neceffary for them to fight valiantly. 

(a)' As both the Confuls were with the army, 
their power was equal. Agrippa, who knew 
that nothing is more contrary to the fuccefs of 

affairs than a divided command, and. was fen- 

fible 

* 

fa) In exercitu Romano penes collegam erat. Et pras- 
aim duo Confutes efient po- Jatus ille facilitati fummitten T 
teftate pari; quod faluberri- tis le comiter refpondebat, 
mum in adminiftratione mag- communicando confilia lau- 
n'arum rerum eft, fumma im- defque, & aequando imparera 
peril, epneedente Agrippa, £bi. Liv. 
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ipR. 309. fible of Quintius’s fuperior abilities in military 

Ant* C. affairs, refigned the whole authority to him-. 

443 ' The latter, on his fide, repaid as he ought the 

generofity and deference of his collegue in that 
fubmiffion to him, by communicating to him ali¬ 
bis counfds, doing every thing in concert with- 
him, giving him a fhare in the glory of all the 
fucceffes, and in making him his equal in alb 
things without exception. A fine difpute of ge- 
nerofity this*, and an excellent example for ge¬ 
nerals of armies, but rarely imitated! 

Quintius commanded the. right wing, Agrip- 
pa the left, and the lieutenant Sp. Poftumius 
Albus the centre. Serv. Sulpicius, another ge¬ 
neral, commanded the cavalry. The foot of 
the right wing fought with extraordinary bra¬ 
very, and found a vigorous refiftance on the fide 
of the Volfci. Sulpicius with the horfe broke 
through the enemy’s main body ; and might 
have returned the fame way, before the enemy 
had time to rally and form themfelves: but he 
thought it better to attack them in the rear, 
which he did dire&ly, and would have put 
them into diforder by pulhing them on that 
fide, whilft they were engaged with the Roman 

infantry in front, if the cavalry of the iEqui 

and Volfci-had not come up, and charged him- 
felf vigoroufly. Sulpicius then cried out to his 
troops, u That they had no time to lofe: that 
“ they were upon the point of being furrounded, 
u and of having their communication cut off 
“ with their .own army, if_ they, did not make 
“ an extraordinary effort againft the enemy’s 
6C horfe. That only to put them to flight did 
M not fuffice ; that it was abfolutely neceffaty to 
<l cut both horfes and men to piece 0 , in order 
“ to prevent their coming to blows, and re- 
“ newing the battle a fecond time. That after 

... “ having. 
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“ having broke through the main body with* a.R. 309 
cc out any refiftance, they would find little more Ant. e. 
“ from the horfeHe did not fpeak to them 443- 
in vain. The whole Roman: cavalry charged 
the enemy’s at the fame inftanty and put them 
to flight. Great part of them were killed with 
their borfes by the fpears of the Romans *, who 
then attacked the foot again, and difpatched an 
aid du camp to the Confuls with advice of what 
had paffed. The Romans on the wings had 
already fome advantage. The news of the ca¬ 
valry’s vi&ory animated them extremely, and 
on the contrary occafioned as great confterna- 
tion amongft the jKqui, who already began to 
give way. The centre of the enemy’s army* 
which had been put into diforder at firft by the 
Roman horfe, was the firft that broke. Quin- 
tius afterwards broke the left wing, and put it 
to flight. The right made more refiftance, and 
coft more trouble. Agrippa, who was brave 
and full of fire, feeing that things went better 
every where than on his fide, fnatched an enfign 
out of the hands of the officer who carried it, 
and threw it amongft the enemy where the bat¬ 
tle was warmed. The foldiers, through fear of 
lofingthat enfign, which was deemed the great- 
eft of difgraces, threw themfelves with fury up¬ 
on the enemy, and put them to flight. The 
vi&ory thus became univerfal. Quintius* then 
fent to inform his collegue, that he was upon 
the point of attacking the enemy’s camp* but 
deferred it till he knew whether he had put an 
end to the battle on his fide; That if fo, he 
would do well to join him with his troops, in 
order that the whole army might have an equal 
lhare in the fpoils. Agrippa immediately ad¬ 
vanced to his collegue $ and after having con- 

gratuUted 
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A.R.3o9-gratulatcd each other upon their mutual fuccefs, 
Aau C. they attacked the camp, where they found little 

refillance. 


The Confuls marched back their troops to 
Rome, laden with the fpoils they had taken 
from the enemy, without including thofe they 
had recovered, which were all that had been loft 


when their country was ravaged. It does not 
appear, fays Livy, either that the Confuls de¬ 
manded, or the Senate talked of granting them, 
a triumph; and no reafon is given, either for 
their neglefting that honour, or defpairing to 
obtain it. For my part, continues the fame hi- 
ftorian, as far as one may form conjeftures con¬ 
cerning times fo remote, I imagine, that as the 
Senate lome years before had refufed the honour 
of triumph to the Confuls Valerius and Hora- 
tius, who, befides the iEqui and Volfci, had 
conquered the Sabines, a very powerful people, 
the Confuls of this year, who had defeated but 
half thofe enemies, made a fcruple of demand¬ 
ing a triumph, left, if they obtained it, it might 
feem to be granted rather to per Tons than to 


merit. 


However that were, the Confuls were not the 
lefs efteemed and honoured by the public •, and 
I believe my readers will unanimoufiy concur in 
granting them the honour of a triumph, efpeci- 
ally on account of the uncommon example each 
of them gave of a moderation and generofity, 
in my opinion, infinitely preferable to the 
victory itfelf, which was the effeft of it: for a 
mifunderftandingbetween the two Confuls might 
have prevented it. We but too commonly fee 
the moft important and beft concerted projects 
rendered abortive by the jealoufy and ill-will of 
a companion in command. 


The 
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The Romans difhonoured their vi&ory over 
the iEqui and Volfci by a felf-interefted judg¬ 
ment which they paffed fome time after. The 
Arcini and Ardeates had long difputed the 
right to a fmall territory, for which they had 
fought many battles. Tired at length of war, 
they agreed to fubmit to the arbitration of the 
Roman People, and accordingly referred the 
difference to their decifion. The caufe was 
pleaded with great force on both fides: wit- 
neffes were alfo produced, and the People were 
upon the point of proceeding to vote, when a 
Roman Plebeian of fourfcore and three years 
of age, named Scaptius, rofe up abruptly, and 
declared to the affembly, “ That the territo- 
lt ry in queftion belonged neither to the Aricini 

44 nor the Ardeates, but to the Roman People, 
“ as a dependance of Corioli. That his evi- 
u dence could not be fufpe&ed, becaufe he 
“ had been at the taking of that city, and had 
<c ferved twenty years when the Romans made 
44 themfelves mafters of it. That he had not 
“ long to live; but that he could not help 
“ claiming poffeffion of a territory by his fee- 
“ ble voice, to the acquifition of which his 
“ armed hands had contributed. That he 
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“ firmly advifed the People not to pafs judg- 
44 menc againft themfelves through a vicious 
c< and miftaken fhame notwithftanding the 
44 juftice of their caufe.’’ 

The Confuls, feeing that the affembly lift- 
ened to Scaptius not only with filence, but a 
kind of approbation, called gods and men 
to witnefs, that they did not give their confent 
to the notorious injuftice, which was upon the 
point of being committedand accompanied 
with the principal Senators, they remonftrated to 

all the Tribes feparately, “ That the Roman 

44 People 
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A.R. 309.« People would difhonour themfelves eternal- 

Ant, C. u jy^ ; n a difp U te which they were chofen 

44 to arbitrate, they adjudged a territory to 
44 themfelves, to which they had never formed 
44 any pretenfion, in prejudice of the parties 
44 concerned: That though the lands in que- 
“ {lion were not of fo fmall value as they re- 
44 ally were in refpeft to the Roman People, 
44 and the revenues of them might be fuppofed 
44 to be very confiderable, they would not gain 
“ fo much by appropriating them to them- 
44 felves, as they would lofe by alienating the 
44 allies by fo grofs and manifeft an injuftice ; 
44 {a) becaufe Ioffes in point of reputation and 
44 public faith are greater than can be valued 
44 or conceived” And^ faid they, Jhall the 
deputies of the two fates carry home this news ? 

Shall the allies, and enemies , of Rome be told it ? 
What grief will it give the frft, what joy the lat¬ 
ter ! Can one imagine , that the neighbouring peo¬ 
ple will attribute fo unexampled a judgment to a 
man like Scaptius , without either name or credit > 
and in a word equally void of fenfe and Jhame ? 
And is not the infamy it will reflek upon the Ro¬ 
man People moft evident , who freely and in cool 
blood difgrace themfelves for ever ? For what elfe 
can be the confequence of fucb a proceeding? The 
Confuls and Senators, truly concerned for the 
honour of the People, remonftrated to this ef¬ 
fect in theftrongeft manner to the Tribunes and 
multitude, mingling the moft affe&ing entrea¬ 
ties with reprefentations fo full of wifdom. 

Both the one and the other were ineffectual. 
The Tribunes were no longer matters of the 

popu- 


(a) Nam fams qaidem & fideidsmia majora effe> quam 
qax sftiinaii pofieot. Liv, 
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populace (a ): for it was common for the Tri-A.R.309- 
bunes to be more governed by the multitude, Ant * c - 
than the multitude by them. It appears, that*** 
the fuffrages were repeated three feveral times. 

Perhaps that was in effeft of the remonftrances 
of the Tribunes. The Tribes however ob- 
ftinately perfifted in their opinion, and ad¬ 
judged the territory in queftion to the Roman 
People. It is agreed, that it was their right, 
and ought to have been adjudged fo, if the af¬ 
fair had been referred to the decifion of others, 
and the Romans had claimed it -as parties. But 
their right to it did not diminifh the infamy of 
this fentence. It gave the Senate more con¬ 
cern, and appeared more iniquitous to them, 
than to the Aricini and Ardeates themfelves. 

We fhall fee in the fequel that they made 
amends for this fault in the only manner in 
their power. 

(a) Tribuni fere Temper reguntur a multitudine magis 
quam regunt. Liv. 


SECT 
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SECT. II. 

<■ 

Tbe Tribunes propofe two laws , which occafion 
great tumults: the one for permitting the Pa¬ 
trician and Plebeian families to intermarry \ 
the other for giving the Plebeians a Jhare in 
the Conjuljhip. Thofe marriages are permit¬ 
ted ; and it is agreed that military Tribunes 
with Confular authority , injlead of Confuls, 
Jball be defied, and Plebeians admitted into 
that office . Infiitution of Cenfors . Funfiions 
of tbofe magijlrates. Effefis and advantages of 
the Cenforfhip. The Senate fend immediate aid 
to the Ardeates , attacked by the Volfci: they 
afterwards make them entire amends for the 
injury done them by the jentente of the People . 
Great famine at Rome . It gives Sp . M<elius 

room to entertain thoughts of making himfelf 

King: He is killed by Seruilius Ahala , mafter 
of the horfe to the Difiator L . uintius tin* 
cxnnatus . 


A.R.319, 

Act. C. 
442 . 


M. Genucius. 

C. CURTIUS. 


TbeTri- T TIolent tumults took place at Rome from 

V the beginning of this year, occafioned by 
two new important Laws propofed by the Tri- 
<u kicb or-bunes of the People. By the firft, Canuleius 
cafior.great jt s author demanded, that the Patricians and 

Plebeians (hould be permitted to intermarry, 
c . which was exprefsiy prohibited by the laws of 
Dionyf. the twelve Tables: by the fecond, the Tri- 



3 °bunes propofed that the Confuls fhould be 
elefted indifferently out of the Senate and Peo¬ 
ple, whereas till then only Patricians had been 

admitted to exercife that office. 




* 


V 


9 
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It is eafy to judge how much thefe two der-^-^- 3 ^ 
tnands alarmed the Senators. For which-rear c - 
ion they received with joy the news, that the 
Ardeatcs in refentment of the judgment given 
againft them, had quitted the party of the Ro.r 
mans; that the Veientes had ravaged lands in, 
the dependance of Rome : and that the Volfci 
and A£qui were making preparations for refu-. 
ming their arms, becaufe a place called Verru- 
go^had been fortified* which feemed intended 
to awe them ; fo much did they prefer an un¬ 
fortunate war to a fhameful peace. Upon thefe 
advices, which were much exaggerated* the Se¬ 
nate decreed, that the levies fhould be made* 
and far greater preparations of war, if pof- 
fible, than the year before in the Confulfhip of 
Quintius. . The view of the Senate, in thefe 
rumours of war, was to put a flop to the en¬ 
terprises of the Tribunes: but they did not 
fucceed in it. Canuleius declared in full Senate, 
that it was in vain for the Confuls to endeavour 


to impofe upon the People by their ufual ter¬ 
ror of enemies ready to enter the country of 
Rome j and that he would fooner lofe his life,- 

than fuffer any troops to be levied, before the 
two Laws in queftion were accepted. Thus a 
new open war was declared between the two 
Orders of the State : a war of great violence, 
and carried On on both fides with all pofiible 
animofity. And indeed the fubjeft of it was 
of the moft affefting and important nature. 

The Confuls faicl, “ That the frantic vio -Afttrgreat 
<c lence of the Tribunes rofc fo high, as to be dilutes the 

t ^ % y jf 

<c no longer fupportable. That the enemies- arLVj .° 

% . & - * r . - marriages 

“ without doors were nothing in com pari-! orv^.^ 

“ with thole Rome had in her bofom. That//? Patri* 


for the reft, the evil was not fo much to be and 
imputed to the People and their Tribunes, 

Vol.IL L “as 
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JLR.3tc.“ as to the Senate and Confuls. That what 

44 was confidered and rewarded in a City, al- 

^ Z ‘ 44 ways gained ground and increafed exceeding- 

44 ly : that citizens capable of ferving their 
4C country in peace and war, were formed in 
44 that manner. That great rewards were grant- 
44 ed at Rome to fedition, which always turned 
n mightily to the advantage of thofe that ex- 
44 cited it. That they might remember the 
44 ftate of grandeur and majefty in which they 
44 found the Senate when they firft entered it, 
44 and fee whether it could juftly be faid, that 
44 they would tranfmit its power augmented 
44 down to their children, as the People might 
44 with reafon boaft of having infinitely aug- 
44 mented theirs. That the fame evils would 
46 always take place, whilft fedition continu- 
44 ally terminated with fuccefs, and the authors 
44 of it were laden with honours and rewards. 
46 That the Tribune?, by the two Laws they 

44 propofed, ftruck at the mod antient inftitu- 
“ tions, and the mod facred-and venerable 

45 cuftoms, of the Commonwealth. That by 
44 the Law which regarded marriages, they in- 
44 troduced an impure mixture of blood, and 
44 a confufion of aufpices, as well public as 
44 private (a) *, fo that a child, who fhould be 
44 born in fuch marriages, half Patrician and 
44 half Plebeian, in a kind of war with himfelf 
44 in effeft of being lo compounded, would 
44 neither know his condition, of what rank he 
44 was, from what family he defcended, nor 
44 the facrifices proper and perfonal to his ftate. 
44 That not content to confound all rights hu- 
44 man and divine in this manner, thefe dif- 

46 turbers 

{a) Ut, qui natus fit, ig- patrum fit, dimidius plebia, 
noret cujus fanguinis, quo- ne fecum quidem ipfe con- 
rum facrorum fit ,* dimidius cors. Li-v. 
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turbers of the public tran 
pretenfions fo high as the 
at firft they had talked of elefting only one^*‘ 
of the Confuls out of the People : that now 

they demanded that both fhould be indiffe¬ 
rently chofen out of the Senators and Ple^ 
beians •, in which cafe the People would not 


quillity rofe in their A R. 3 i 0 

Confulfhip. That At *‘ 


fail to nominate the moft feditious of their 


<c own Order : that in confequence they fliould 
86 have Canuleius, Icilius, and the like, for 
“ Confuls. That they hoped the moft high Ju- 
cc piter would never fuffer the majefty of the 
Confulfhip to be fo grofsly degraded : and 
u that as to them, they had rather die a thou- 
“ fand deaths than concur to fo infamous a dii- 


“ grace. 

Is there any thing, faid they, more irrational 
and enormous than the conduit of the Tribunes ? 
They begin by exciting a war agatnft us with the 
neighbours , in ft'owing of difcord at home ; and 
then -prohibit arming the citizens for their defence . 
They in a manner call in the enemy , and oppofe le¬ 
vying the troops to repulfe them . And dares Ca- 
nuleius declare to us in open Senate , that if we do 
not receive his Laws , as from fome viftor , be will 
prevent the levies ? To talk in fuch term f, what 
is it but to threaten , that he will betray his coun¬ 
try , and deliver it up to the enemy ? And indeed 
what remains for him to do , except to put himfelf 
at the head of the JEqui &? Volfci , and to attack 
the citadel and Capitol ? Let this author of dif- 
cord know , that the Confuls are determined to de¬ 
fend themfelves rather againfi the guilt of their 
own citizens , than the arms of the enemy . 

In this manner people talked in the Senate ; 
and the reader mult believe, that the Tribunes 
were not filent on their fide. Canuleius ex¬ 
plained himfelf in the affembly as follows : 

JL 2 Rq- 
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A.R. 510. Romans , lhave already often obferved , Aara much 
Ant. C. ^ Senators defpife you , unworthy they 

44 "" think you of living within the walls of the fame 

city with them : but I never perceived it more wa¬ 
nt f eft than this day , in the violence and fury 
with which they rife up againft our Laws. And 
notwithstanding, what do we pretend to by thefe 
Laws, unlefs to wake them fenftble that we are 
their fellow citizens, and that if we have not the 
fame fortunes as they, we however are inhabitants 
of the fame country ? By one of thefe Laws we 
demand the liberty of marriage between the two 
Orders. Now Marriage is often granted to neigh¬ 
bour s, and even ftrangers . Rome does more, in 
conferring the freedom of the city upon conquered 
enemies , a thing undoubtedly far more confiderable 
than marriage. By the other Law wepropofe no¬ 
thing new : we only claim, what has in all times 
been the right of the Roman People, that is, to 
confer honours upon wbomfoever they think worthy 
of them. What is there then in all this, that de- 
firves fomuebnoife and uproar from the Senators ; 
that they are almoft ready to fall upon me with 
violence in their boufe ; that they threaten not to 
Spare our perfons, and to violate the power of the 
: Tribunes , all facred as it is. 

How! If the Roman People be left at liberty 
to confer the Confuljhip by their Suffrages on whom 
they think fit ; if the Plebeians are not deprived 
of the hope of attaining the firft office in the ftate, 
in cafe they are judged worthy of it, will it not 
be poffible for this ftate to fubfift ? will its dominion 
be at an end ? And to demand that a Plebeian 
may be elehled Conful, is it the fame thing as to 
defire to give that office to a Jlave or a freedman ? 
Do you perceive, Romans , in what contempt you 
are ? They would deprive you of part of this light 
of heaven, if they could . It is with pain they 

4 fuffer 
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fuffer you to breathe the fame air with them, that 
you have the ufe of fpeech , and the form of men, ^ C ‘ 
If we believe them, it were a crime^ an enormous 
crime, to deft a Plebeian CotifuL Though we are 
not admitted to infpeft the Fafti, and the Annals of 
the Pontiffs, do we not know , wbat every gran¬ 
ger knows, that the Confuls fucceeded the Kings in 
their office , and that they had no power nor pre¬ 
eminence, but what the latter had before them ? 

And do you believe, Patricians, we never heard 
that Numa Pompilius was fent for from his farm 
in the country by order of the People and Senate, 
to afcend the throne, and that he was neither a 
Patrician, nor a Roman citizen ? That L. Tar - 
qttinius afterwards, who not only was neither of 
Roman , nor even of Italian , extraction, the fon of 
pemaratus of Corinth, W 0/ Tarquinii , w&r* 

W fettled , waj /frwg in life¬ 

time of Ancus's children ? That after him Servius 
Tullius, the fon of a Jlave, attained the fovereignty 
by his excellent qualities and extraordinary merit ? 

Why fhould I mention T. Tatius the Sabine , whom 
Romulus , the founder of our city, thought fit to 
affodate with himfelf in the government ? We fee 
then that as long as regard has been had at Rome 
to merit of whatfoever extraction, its dominions 
have been enlarged, and its power augmented. 

. Do you blufh now to have a Plebeian Confute 
after our anceflors have not refufed to have fir an¬ 
gers for their Kings , and have efteemed and re¬ 
warded merit in them, fince the extinction of the 
Sovereignty ? For fince then we have received the 
family of the Claudii among ft us, and not only con - 
ferred the freedom of the City upon them, but ad¬ 
mitted them into the order of Patricians . A 
fir anger may become a Patrician, and afterwards 
Conful: and fhall a Roman citizen be excluded the 
Confulfhip, folely becaufe be is bom a Plebeian ? 

L 3 Do ■ 
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A.R. 310 .Do we believe then , that it is impoffxble for the 

Ant- C. p eo p\ e i0 produce a man of merit and courage , 

* 4 ’ qualified for the employments of peace and war 9 

and one refembling Numa , ’Parquhiy and Servius t 
in bis attributes ? And if one of this character 
Jhould happen to arife , Jhall we never fuffer the 
helm of fiat e to be put into his hands ? and jhall 
we chufe 10 have men for Confuls , like the- Decern - 
virs, the mofi wicked of mortals , and all of them 
Patricians , rather than perfons that refemble the 
befi of our Kings , whofe births were not illufirious ? 

But , perhaps , fomebody will objetty that no Ple¬ 
beian has been Conful fince the expulfion of the 
Kings. And what is to be inferred from thence ? 
Are we never to think of any new infiitution ? 
He w many have been made fince the commonwealth 
fubfified ? Who can imaginey in a city which is to 
endure for every and to augment to infinity y but 
that new offices , pri eft hoods , cufiomSy and laws , 
will be frequently irfiituted ? 

Phe law itfelf which prohibits the intermarriage 
of the Patricians with the PltbeianSy were they 
not the Decemvirs who paffied it fame few years 
fincty to the great prejudice of the public , and the 
difgrace of the People ? is there any thing in effeft 
more injurious or more contemptuous , than to de¬ 
clare one part of the city unworthy of allying itfelf 
with the other in marriagey as if it were polluted 
and profane ? Is it not in fame meafure to be ex¬ 
clude Jy and to fuffer a kind of banijhment even 

within the walls of the city^ to be incapable of con- 

trailing either alliance or affinity in it ? 

If you are convinced , that to mingle your blood 
with that of the Plebeians , would be afiain to your 
nobility , why do you not take wife but fecret mea- 
fures to preferve its pretended purity , by neither 
chuffing wives yourfehes amongfi U 5 y nor permitting 
your daughters and ffifters to marry with any butt 

Patriciates ? 
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Patricians ? No Plebeian will offer violence to a A.r^io; 
Patrician virgin : that would be invading the pe -• 
culiar privilege of the Patricians. Nobody will 
ever force you to contraft fucb alliances. But tq 


ever force you to contract fucb alliances. But tq 
forbid them by a law, and prohibit marriages be - 
tween the Senators and People, this is what we 
hold injurious to us. You might pafs the fame in - 
derdidlion in refpebl to the rich and poor. Why 
don't you alfo forbid the Plebeians to live in the 
neighbourhood of the Patricians, to walk in the 
fame Jlreets , to eat at the fame table, or to be pre- 

fent in the Forum, and in the fame affemblies with 
them ? 


But 9 to be brief, do you believe yourfelves lords 
and majlers, and that you have a fupreme autho¬ 
rity here ? When the Kings were expelled, was it 
to give you abfolute dominion, or to procure the 
common and equal liberty of all ? Are the People 
to be fuffered to pafs a law, if they think it ufeful 
and necejfaiy ? or, affoon as they propofe it, have 
you a right , in order to punijh them, to decree le¬ 
vies ? and affoon as I the Tribune begin to call up¬ 
on the Tribes So give their fuffrages, ff all you the 
Conful immediately oblige the youth to take the mi¬ 
litary oath, and march them (o the camp, mena¬ 
cing both Tribune and People ? I declare , Con fids, 
that the People fhall be ready to take arms againjt 
the enemy, of whom you tell us, whether real or 
fuppofed, if, in the Jirfi place, you confent, that 
the Patricians and Plebeians fhall for the future 
make but one and the fame People by the ties of 
marriage and mutual affinity \ and in the fecond 
place, if the entrance to honours be open to all per - 
fons of merit and valour \ in order that the annual 
magiflracy, vefling thus indifferently in the two 
orders of the fate, may JhcW, that they are 
equally called upon to command and obey, in which 
true liberty conjijls. But if thefe two laws are 

L 4 eppofed % 
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A.R.3^10 -oppofeA^ talk as long as you will of wars, multiply 
AnL the forces of the enemy , exaggerate the danger as, 
* 1 if already at our door , not a man Jhall enter for 

the fervice y not a man Jhall 


1 ' 




f, 


difdain to offc 


felves svitb us in public by honours , and in private 
by marriages. 

It iseafy to iudge, that this difeourfe did not 
convince the Patricians. The fame refiftance 
fubfifted on their fide, and the fame warmth on 
that of the multitude. They had at their head 
a Tribune of great vigour and conftancy, inca¬ 
pable of fuffering himfelf either to be intimida¬ 
ted or difconcerted by threats, and refolved to 
pur fee his point to the utmoft. They were no 
Ids obitinately determined than him not to give 
way • for in this difpute, the warmeft and moll 
affecting interefts they had ever contefted, were 
in queftion. 

The Senate, in fo delicate a 'conjuncture, 
judging condefcenfion neceflary, gave their con- 
ient to the law concerning marriages, in hopes 
that the Tribunes, contented with carrying that 
point, would either renounce their detnand of 
Plebeian Confute, or at lead poftpone it till af¬ 
ter the war; and in the mean time that they 
would agree to the levies. 

They were miftaken. The other Tribunes, 

■ feeing that the viftory which their collegue Ca- 
* 1 r 1 '. nu 1 tius had lately gained over the Fatricians, 

did him great honour, and gave him infinite 
credit with the People, piqued themfelves on 
their fide upon acquiring equal glory, refolved 
ro carry the fecond law alfo by dint of applica¬ 
tion, and fwore upon their faith, which was the 
greateft oath they had amongft them, not to de- 
fill from their refolution, even though fome of 
their body fhould fuffer themfelves to be fwayed 
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by the Senate in the affair. The report of the A,R.jio; 
w& r increafed every day, and their refiftance to Ant - C. 
the levies in proportion. As the oppofitionof^ 2 * 
the Tribunes prevented any thing from being 
concluded in the Senate, the Confuls held par¬ 
ticular affemblies in their houfes, to which the 
principal Senators were invited. Things were 
now come to fuch extremities, as made it evi¬ 
dent, that they mud either yield the vi&ory to 
the enemy, or the People. Valerius and Ho- 
tatius were the two only perfons of Confular 
dignity, who were not prefent at thefe alfem- 
blies *, their two declared zeal for the People 
having rendered them fufpefted, if not odioul 
Claudius’s advice armed the hands of the Con¬ 
fuls againft the Tribunes. The Senators of 
greater age and Wifdom, not being able to bear 
the mention of blood and daughter, nor to con- 
fent to laying violent hands on the Tribunes, 
whofe perfons were declared facred by the agree¬ 
ment made with the People, inclined to gentler 
methods. The advice of the latter was follow¬ 
ed, and after a long deliberation, wherein vari¬ 
ous expedients were propofed for extricating af¬ 
fairs out of their prefent dangerous ficuation, 
they fell upon one at lad, to the fatisfaftion of 
both parties: this was, inftead of confuls, to 
create three military Tribunes with the fame au¬ 
thority, to be chofen indifferently out of the pa¬ 
tricians And People. 

An affembly for that eleftion was accordingly 

called 1 and never had the Plebeians been fo ar- 
■ 

dent before in making intereft. Thofe who had 
diftinguifhed themfelves mod: either in fpeak- 
ing or afting, ran on all fides of the Forum, 

dreft in the whited robes, to follicit voices. On Candidate 
feeing them fo aftive and eager,' the Patricians, 

\vho were fenfible how much the People were 

diicontcnted 
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• difcontented and enraged, at firft defpaired of 
being able to attain any ot the three offices they 
were going to confer. And in cafe they could 
have carried any one of them, it had been an 
infinite mortification to them, to refleft upon 
their being afiociated with fuch perfons as the 
People were going to chule, the declared ene¬ 
mies of the Senate and of the public good. 
Difcouraged by all thefe confiderations, they 
were determined not to ftand for that office ; 
but the elder Senators obliged them to offer 
themfelves, that they might not f^em to aban¬ 
don their country entirely, and renounce their 

part in the government. 

The refult of this affembly ffiewed, that 
there is a great difference between a People in 
the heat and fury of difputes affefting their li¬ 
berty and glory, and when they aft in cool 
blood, and without paffion, after thofe difputes 
are over. The People, contented that regard 
had been had to their demand, created none 
but Patricians Military Tribunes. <c Where 
44 {ball we now find, cries Livy, fuch modera- 
4C tion, equity, and greatnefs of foul, in a prL 
“ vate perfon, as were then the charafter of the 
“ whole People : Hanc modeftiam , aquitatem , 
ft? ahituiinem animi , ubi nunc in uno inveneris % 

qu£ tunc populi univerji fuit ? 

The * three hundred and tenth year from the 
foundation of Rome, Military Tribunes were 
elected for the firft time in the room of Con¬ 
fuls ; 

* Dcdwell believa, that form here to bis manner of 
the Military Tribunes entered reckoning, though it appears 
itbon etf.ee at the end of the to depart a little from that of 
year 31c, but that they did Livy, <wbo does not dijUnguiJh 

rot ad, properly fpeaking, till the year in which the magi- 
511. As I follow him en- f rates entered upon office, from 
tir'ly in his chronology , / con- ■ that wherein they excercifed if. 
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fuls ; and A. Sempronius Atradnus, L. Atili-A.R.310. 

us, and T. Cloelius, were chofen, Ant ' c> 

’ 442. 


A. Sempronius, 
L. Atilius. 

T. Cloelius*. 


A.R.311. 
Ant. C, 

44 l * 


Thefe Military Tribunes abdicated their office 
three months after they had entered upon it, j iuu * cl ' 
becaufe fome eflential formality had been omit- Uv. 1. 4, 
ted in their eleftion. They were fucceeded by c. 7. 
Confuls; which the Tribunes of the People did 
not oppofe, becaufe they judged the eleftion of p ^6. 
Confuls lefs dilhonourable to them, than the r 


chufmg Military Tribunes, again out of the Pa 
trician order, which would certainly have hap 
pened. 


L. Papirius Mugilanus, 

L. Sempronius Atratinus. 

Nothing confiderable palled during their 

Confuilhip, 


M. Geganius Macerinus, II ^- R *3 12 ' 

T. Quintius Capitolinus, IV. 

U der thefe Confuls a new office was inftitu- 


ted, which afterwards became very confiderable. Inflitution 
As the fpirit of conqueft was the prevailing °f*y 0 
character of the Roman People, King Servius, et ^ ors ' 
to have an affured refource both of men and 


revenues, had ordained, that a mufter of all 
the Roman citizens Ihould be made every fifth 
year, with an exaft eftimate of eve ry individu¬ 
al’s eftate. By this mufter and valuation, the 
Prince, or magiftrate, knew almoft inftantane- 
oufly what number of inhabitants capable of 

bearing arms Rome had, and the amount of 
their contribution. 

1 ■ 


The 
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A.R.31 2. 
Ant. C. 
440. 

l)ionyf. 

I. 1 1. 

P-737- 
L\y. 1. 4. 

c S. 


G. Macer. Q^Capitol. Confuls. 

The Confuls of the preceding years having 
been continually employed either in war againft 
the neighbouring people, or in oppoftng the en- 
terprizes of the Tribunes, this account of per¬ 
fons and eftates had been omitted. As this cuf~ 
tom had been interrupted for feventeeti years, 
from the Confulfhip of L. Cornelius and Q^Fa- 
bius, only fuch as had before been muttered 
were known, and they were the only perfons 
that ferved in the armies, whilft many of free 
condition {libertint) who had not been regiftered, 
changed their abode according to their fancy, 
and lived in a ftate of independance. 

To obviate this inconvenience for the future, 

k was judged proper to difcharge the Confuls of 
that care, which obliged them to defcend to a 
detail ill-fuiting the Confular dignity. The in- 
ftitution of a new magiftracy for difcharging 
this function, of fmall confideration till then, 
was conceived neceffary. As contemptible as it 
appeared, the Senate did not refufe to accept it, 
whether they were well fatished to increafe the 
number of Partrician officers, or forefaw that 
this would acquire great extent, and become 
very important. The Tribunes, on their fide, 
confidering this charge as more neceffary than 
honourable, conceived no thoughts of contefting 
it with the Senate, nor of demanding, that the 
Plebeians ffiould be admitted into it, in order 
to avoid appearing to oppofe the Patricians im¬ 
properly in every thing, even to the moft mi¬ 
nute. Papirius and Sempronius were the two 
firft perfons elected into this office. Thofe ma¬ 
gi ftrates were called Cenfors, becaufe they prefi- 
aed at the Cenfus, the mutter of the People, 
and the valuation of their fortunes. 

Here ends what has come down to us of the 
hiftorv of Dionvfius Halicarnaffenfis. We can- 

« 4 
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not regret coo much the books that are wanting, A.R.31-. 
which continued the Roman affairs down to the Ant * 
beginning of the fir ft punic war. 4 *°‘ 

What the Senate had forefeen in refpe£t to 
the Cenforfhip, a&ually came to pals in procel's 
of time, {a) This office, fo final! in its begin¬ 
ning, became one of the moft confiderable in 
the ftate. The curule chair, purple robe, and 

almoft all the fplendor of the Confullhip, ex¬ 
cepting Liftors, were the leaft advantages of 
the Cenforfhip. The mufter of the citizens, 
which was at firft its foie employment, was 
foon followed by more honourable and impor¬ 
tant functions. The fupport of Manners and 

Difcipline was confided to them, and in confe- 
quence the right of punifhing the Senators, 
Knights, and common citizens, by a fhameful 
degradation. They were charged with all that 
related to the maintenance and repairs of the 
public buildings facred and profane, the high¬ 
ways, aqueducts, and other things of the like 
nature. And laftly, they had the adminiftra- 
tion of the revenues of the commonwealth. 

They granted the leafes to the farmers of the 
taxes, called Publicans, and adjudged all dis¬ 
putes that arofe upon that head. As all the 
funftions of the Cenforfhip are part of the Ro¬ 
man hiftory, and they will often be mentioned,. 

I thought it neceflary to give tjie reader fome 
idea of them in this place. 

Summary 


(a) Hie annus cenfurx ini- 
tiumfuit, rei a parva origine 
ort£ ; quae deinde tanto in¬ 
crement© aufta eft,ut morum 
difciplinaeque Romanic penes 
earn regimen, Senatus equi* 
tumque centuria;, decori? dc- 


decorifque diferimen' Tub di- 
tioneejus magiilratus, publi- 
corum privatorumque loco- 
rum, ve&igalia populi Ro¬ 
mani, Tub nutu atque arbi- 

trio eflent. liv. L 4. c. 8. 
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A.R.31Z. 

Am. c. Nummary defcriplion of the functions of the Cen - 
44 °* forjhip. 

The Cenfus , or mufter of the people, and 
Valuation of their eftates, which terminated with 
a ceremony called Lufirum , for reafons which 
fhall be related in their place, was the principal 
function of the Cenfors. The Cenfus had been 
eftablifhed by Servius Tullius the fixth King of 
Val.Max. Rome. That Prince took the Cenfus four times 
L 3 * c - 4 * during his reign : but nothing is known of any 

of them befides the firft. Tarquin the Proud, 
the enemy of all good, and of Servius’s memo¬ 
ry, negle&ed this ufeful inftitution. After the 
expulfion of the Kings, the Confuls were char¬ 
ged with this care, till the eftablifhment of Cen¬ 
fors. There had been ten Cenfus^ or Luftra, be¬ 
fore the firft taken by the Cenfors, which was 
the eleventh. I fhall give an abridged table of 
them in this place, which will fhew the condi¬ 
tion and forces of the Roman People to the 
time of which we are now fpeaking. 


Liv.1, 44, 
Dionyf. 

Dionyf. 

b‘-P' 2 93 

lip. 338 . 

Id. 1. 6. 

P- 4'6- 
Id. 1. 9 . 

P- 59+- 

Liv. i. 3 . 
c. 3 . 

Liv. 1. 3 . 

C 47 4 

Dionyf. 

* 

1. II. 

p- rsr- 


Diftra. 

Ift Luftrum by 
Servius Tullius 

Number of 
the citizens . 

Tears of 
Rome . 

Soooo 

nr 


lid Luftrum. 

Hid Luftrum. 

IVth Luftrum 

84970 


Vth Luftrum. 

I30000 

246 

Vlth Luftrum. 

150000 

2 c >6 

v' 

Vllth Luftrum. 

1IOOOO 

261 

VUIth Luftrum. 

103000 

280 

IXth Luftrum. 

134214 

289 

Xth Luftrum. 

132049 

295 

Xlth Luftrum. 

312 


We 
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We have related the firft inftitution of theA.R. 310. 
Cenfors. Thofe magiftrates, as we have faid Ant - c - 
before, were chofen out of the Patricians, and^i ^ 
the moft illuftrious of that Order, For they c. 8. 
did not obtain the Cenforlhip till after they had 
been Confuls. They retained the foie pofTef- 
fion of that office, till the 416th year of Rome, 
when the Dictator Publius Philo paffed a Law 
by which it was ordained that one of the two 
Cenfors ffiould be elefted out of the People. 

And in the year of Rome 621, they were both Epitome 
chofen out of the Plebeians. From thence-^* 
forth, they were nominated indifferently out of 
both Orders. 

The duration of this office, at its firft infti¬ 
tution, was five years, at the end of which the 
Cenfus was taken. Before ten years wereelapfed, a.R. 321; 
the Diftator Mamercus iErnilius reduced it toLiv. 1.4, 
eighteen months. Thus, regularly, Rome was c * 2 t* 
without Cenfors three years and an half: for 
the Luftrum was not performed till the end of 
the fifth year. But this order was often inter¬ 
rupted, either by wars abroad, or domeftic di- 
vifions and other particular reafons. Sometimes 
five years expired without any Cenfors being 
created. On other occafions Cenfors were cre¬ 
ated more than once during the fpace of a 
Luftrum, if thofe who had been firft chofen 
had not been able to com pleat the Cenfus. 

Rome was fuperftitious to excefs. As the Livr -fe¬ 
rity had been taken by the Gauls in the year^ 1 *^ 
that M, Cornelius had been fubftituted in the * ^ * 3 
room of one of the Cenfors who had died in 
that office, it was ordained that in the like cafe 
no fucceffor fbould be appointed in the room 
of one defunft, and that his collegue fhould di¬ 
ved himfelf of his charge. 


The 



i6o 
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Ant. C. 

440. 

Dionyf. 

I.4.P.22 


G. Macer. Q^Capitol. Confuls, 

2. The Cenfus was taken in the (1) Forum. AH 
the citizens capable of bearing arms, that is to 
fay, of feventeen years of age and upwards, 
i.caufed their names, ages, incomes* places of 
abode, with the names and ages of their fa¬ 
thers and mothers, wives, children, freedmen, 
and flaves, to be inferted in the public regifters. 
They took an oath not to depart from truth in 
declaring their fortunes 1 and no body was ever 
known to have perjured himfelf on this occa- 
Con. Heavy penalties were laid upon fuch as 
emitted to regifter themfelves, as confifcation 
of their effaces, and lofs of liberty ; which was 
long practifed in the Commonwealth. Thofe 
who were abfent gave in their names and effaces 
by proxy. 

The Cenfors had power to fix the value of 
the effaces of individuals, and in confequence 
to impofe a greater or lefs tax upon them, be- 
caufe it was by the effimates taken by the. Cen¬ 
fors that the payment of taxes was regulated. 

In the early times every one register'd him- 
felf in his Clafs and Century : and afterwards 
in his Tribe, when the thirty-five Tribes were 
formed. 

When Rome had extended her conquefts, 
and founded many colonies, or given the free¬ 
dom of the City to many of her neighbours* 
the fundtions of the Cenfors had more extent. 
Officers, who were alfo called Cenfors in thofe 
colonies and municipal cities, gave the Cenfors 
of Rome an account of the condition of thofe 
cities, of the number of their inhabitants, and 

of 


(1) It was taken anciently for the reception and enter - 
in the Foram ; hut afterwards tainment of amhaffadors in the 
in the Villa public a, the hiu -t Campus Martius. 
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bf their riches; and their reports were regi- A.R.3124 
fter’d in the books of the Cenfors. . Ant. C. 

At Rome the Cenfus began by the Senators 44 °’ 
and Patricians, went on to the Knjghrs, and 
Concluded with the People. 

One of the two Cenfors, to whom that 


function fell by lot, prepared the lift of the 
Senators,- and read' it publicly with a loud 
voice. It was a great honour to be named-the 
firft, and to be placed at the head of all the 
reft: the perfon diftinguilhed in this man-? 
ner was called Princeps Senatus , Principal Se¬ 
nator. He prefided in the affemblies of th$ 
Senate. This dignity was not for life, and pro¬ 
bably was conferred, every new Cenforfhip. It 
might either be continued, or granted .at differ 
rent times. Scipio Africanus the eider was no¬ 
minated Prince of the Senate three times* and 


the Great Pontiff M. iEmilius Lepidus fix. It 
was the ufual cuftom to nominate the feniorj^ j 
Cenfor living Prince of the Senate* The. Cen^c. n. 
for P. Sempronius Tuditanus was the firft that A.R. 443 * 
changed this cuftom, in nominating Q. Fabius^*^' 
Maximus, nocwithftanding his collegue’soppo-* 
fition, who was for conferring that honour 
upon T. Manlius Torquatus* becaufe he. had 
been Cenfor before Fabius. And the laudable 


cuftom afterwards took place, of having more 
regard to merit, than feniority, in this choice. 

The Cenfor, after having declared the Prince 
of the Senate in this manner, named the reft of 
the Senators in their order. 


They then proceeded to the Mutter of the 
Knights, of whom the firft- named was called 
Princeps Equitum; but that diftinftion was little 
regarded. All the Knights paffed in reyiew 
before the Cenfors, leading their horfes by the 

bridle, and dreffed in the robe called 2 rabea. 

Vox.. II. M And 

* 
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And laftly the names of the People were 
called over, each in his Clafs, or Tribe. 

It was in this • ceremony that the Cenfors 
publickly inflicted punifhments upon fuch of 
the citizens as had given any confiderable caufe 
of complaint in refped to their manners and 
conduit. 

As to the Senators, it fufficed to omit their 
names in reading over the Lift: from whence- 
forth they were deemed fallen from the dignity 
of Senator, 

The Knights were punifhed by having the 
hotfe* with which they were fupplied by the 
public, and which was the mark of the Eque- 
ftrian dignity, and the ring, that afterwards be* 
came fo, taken from them. 

The Plebeians were removed from a more 
honourable Tribe into another lefs confiderable* 
as either from one of the Ruftic Tribes into 
another of the fame kind, but inferior; or into 
one of the four Tribes of the city which were 
in great contempt: and this is what was called 
Tribu moveri. This was the firft and moft gentle 
degree of punilhment. The fecond was to 
be deprived of the right of fuffrage: in Cari- 
, turn tabulas referri. The inhabitants of C$re, 
for having given* refuge to the Priefts and fa- 
cred things, when the Gauls were upon the 
point of entering Rome, had been rewarded 
with the freedom of the city* but without the 
privilege of voting. By this fecond degree of 
punilhment, the Roman citizens were reduced 
to the condition of the Cserites. The third and 
laft deprived them, not only of the right of 
fuffrage, but of carrying arms and ferving in 
the field, and left them no mark of a citizen, 
except the neceffity of paying their lhare of the 
uxes: which was called trarim fieri. 

The 

* 
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The Senators and Knights were fometimes 4.11.31* 
Condemned to fuffer thefe three kinds of punilh- Ant> 

* A A C\i 


ment. 


As prejudice might take place in the Cenfors 
judgments, the (a) Laws had wifely provided 
different remedies againft the abufe of an ex- 
ceflive authority, the unjuft rigours of which 
fometimes required to be checked. The de¬ 
graded citizens might be reinftated by his col- 
legue, or the fucceeding Cenfors, either by juf- 
tifying themfelves before the Senate or People. 

Hiftory fupplies us with a multitude of thefe 
kinds of punifhments legally infli&ed, of which 
I fhall repeat fome of the moll remarkable in 
this place, 

The Cenfors Scipio Nafica and M. Popilius, Aul. Gell. 
in reviewing the Knights, perceived an horfeM'** 2 ^ 
poor and in a bad condition, whofe mafter was 
fat, and of a furprizingly florid complexion. 

How comes it to pafs, faid they to him, that there 
is fo great a difference between you *nd your horfe ? 

It ;j, replied the Knight, becaufe I take care of 
me, and my fervant of my horfe . The Anfwer 
was thought too .bold, and was really fo. His 
negligence, joined with his want of refpedt, was 
punifhed by an entire degradation, which left 
him no other right of a citizen, but that of pay¬ 
ing taxes; in ararios relatus eft . 

Cato, furnamed the Cenfor from his 
rity in the exercife of that office, expelled L. n ^ 2> * 
Quintius Flaminius from the Senate, for ha-Liv.l, 39. 
ving caufed a criminal to be executed at an en- c * 4 ** 43 ^ 
tertainment whilft Conful, to give a courtezan 
the inhuman pleafure of feeing a man die. Ac¬ 
cording to Livy, the faft was far more horrid. 

M2 In 



(a) Cenforii ftyli mucronem multis remediis majores nolhi 
retuderunt. C;f, pro n. 123. 
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A.R.312. In the Cenforfhip, of which we have fpoke 
Ant c. a ^ ovej wherein Fabius was nominated Prince of 

llv ] the names of eight Senators were 

c / n ’~'' omitted, of which number' was L. Caecilius 

Meteikis, who had propofed the infamous and 
criminal advice of abandoning Italy after the 
unfortunate battle of Cannae. 

Val.Max. The Cenfor Fabricius Lufcinus left Cornelius' 
l.:.c. 9. Rufinus, who had been twice Conful and once 

Dictator, out of the lift of the Senators* for 
having ten pounds of fiiver plate; perfuaded* 
that fuch an example might be fatal to the State, 
by introducing luxury into it. (a) Happy age, 
laid Cato of Utica, in which a little filver plate 
was confidered as a dangerous luxury that me¬ 
rited the correction of the Cenfor! 

Other Cenfors excluded Duronius from the 
Senate, becaufe, whilft he was Tribune of the 
People, he had oppofed a law that preferibed 
very narrow limits to the expences of the table. 
The Hiftorian, to few all theinjuftice and u'n- 
worthinefs of the Tribune’s conduft (b), makes 
him mount the Tribunal for harangues, and puts 
this difeourfe into his mouth. Rinnans, a curb 
is groin to your defires , an infupportable yoke is 
rmpcfed upon you . there is a Law propofed, for 
obliging you to live with frugality: But the gods 
forbid that wefhould fubmit to it. I therefore pro¬ 
hibit an ordinance , that favours of the rufi and 

grof 

(a) Laud shat Cato fecu. e&is atnaro vinculo fervitutis. 

fed iltad in quo cenforiuin Lex enim iata elt, quae vo§ 
crimen erat paucs argenti la- eiTe frugi jubet. Abrogatnus 
ujeUse. Seme, de biat . igitur iftad horrid* vetufta- 
C. 21. as rubigine obfitumimperi- 

(b) Quam impudetiter Da- um. Etenim quid opus li- 
ronms Roftra confcendit, ilia bertate, fi volentibus Iuxu 
di&urus \ Frsni Tunc inje&i, perire non licet? Val.Max* 
Quirites, aullo modo perpe- 1, 2. e. 9. 

tieadi: afeati & conftr£ii 

u 
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groffnefs of ancient times . For what fignifies //- A. R. 312- 
berty, if we are not permitted to ruin outfelves ^ nt * 
by luxury if we think jit? Such difcourfe 440 ' 
would appear ridiculous and fenfelefs: is the re¬ 
ality lefs fo? Yet they mu ft think in this man¬ 
ner who authorize luxury. 

This neceffity of appearing at certain times Eft "sand 
before the tribunal of the Cenfors, to give 
account of their condudt, impofed univerfally^ °/ ihe , 
on all the citizens, and from which neither £nJor ^ ! P 
birth, ftryices rendered the date, nor the mod 
important offices previoufly exercifed, as thofe 
of Conful .and Dictator, exempted any one, 
mult have been a powerful check upon licen- 
tioufnefs and diforder. So falutary a dread was 
the fupport of the Laws, the tie of concord, 
and in a manner the guardian of decency, mo- 
defty, juftice, and integrity of manners in ge¬ 
neral. 

There are, fays a modern author, bad exam -Tm author 
pies, which are more pernicious even than^J^* 
crimes, and more dates have been ruined by up0 n the 
corrupting their manners, than violating their caufes of 
laws. At Rome, whatever might introducers*^- 
dangerous innovations, change the fentiment$j ec j en f 10n 
or inclinations of the good citizen, and prevent, of the Ro.- 

if I may ufe the exprefiion, their perpetuity ^mans. 
in a word, all diforders of a public or private 
nature, were reformed by the Cenfors. This 
reflection feemed very folid to me. 

If luxury and avarice, the ufual caufes of 
the ruin of States, were introduced fo late at 
Rome; if poverty, frugality, fimpjicity, and 
moderation, inthetable, buildings, furnitureand 
equipage, were fo long in honour there, I doubt 

not but fo extraordinary a felicity ought princi¬ 
pally to be afcribed to the inexorable feverity of 
certain Cenfors, rigidly attached to the ancient 
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.manners of their country, from which they 
well knew how important it was not to depart. 
When we fee a Roman, who has paffed through 
all the great offices of the State, degraded from 
his dignity of Senator for having a little more 
(liver plate than others, we are naturally incli¬ 
ned to tax fuch a fentence with excefiive and 
extravagant rigour. But we ffiould remember 
that the Cehfor, who paffed this fentence, was 
the celebrated Fabricius. Thofe great men, 
who were totally devoted to the good of the 
public, and by a wife forefight extended their 
views to remote ages, believed it their duty by 
exemplary puniffiments to put a flop to the 
abufes which they faw rife up in their own times, 
and of which they forefaw all the pernicious 
and fatal effefts. They knew, that thefe abufes, 
which it is eafy to reform in their birth, but 
which, by the negligence of magiftrates and 
long impunity, foon become too ftrong for all 
laws, draw in and infeft a whole nation with 
incredible rapidity. Now when things are gone 
fo far, and (a) what were before vices and 
diforders, are become the manners of a State, 
it is in vain to hope for remedies; for none 
there are. 

When (b) Cicero accufed Verres, the Judges 
were fo univerfally infamous at Rome for their 
avarice and other vices, that the People them- 
felves, what foever averfion they had always ex- 
preffed for the Cenforffiip, ardently defired that 
office, which had been laid afide for fome 

time. 


(’a) Definit efTe remedio 
locus, ubi, qua fuerant vi- 
tia, mores funt. Seme. E- 
pifl. 39 - 

(b. j Judicum culpa atque 
dedecore, etiam Cenforium 


nomen, quod afperius antea 
populo videri folebat, id nunc 
pol’citur; id jam populare at¬ 
que plaufibile fa&uin eft. C/V* 
in Verr, n, 8, 

% 
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time, might be re-eftablifhed, believing it the 31a. 
only remedy that could be found for the difor- vj£* ‘ 
ders which prevailed in the adminiftration oj * 
juftice. And it was actually re-inftated the fame 
year by the Confute Pompey and Craffus. 

The aufterity of the Cenforfhip produced at 
Rome the fame effeft in refpedl to manners, as 
the feverity of the military difcipline did in the 
armies in refpedt to fupporting fubordination 
and obedience. And thefe were the two princi¬ 
pal caufes of the Roman greatnefs and power. 

(a) And indeed, of what ufe is courage abroad., 
if depravity and corruption reign at home? 
Whatever victories are gained, whatever pro¬ 
vinces are fubjefted, if purity of manners dp 
not prevail in the different orders of a ftate, if 
the adminiftration of juftice, and the power of 
the government, be not founded upon invari¬ 
able equity and a fmcere love of the public 
good, however powerful an empire may be, it 
cannot fubfift long. It is a Pagan that talks 
thus upon occafion of the great advantages 
confequential of the Cenforfhip at Rome. We 
have often (b) obferved, that the fan&ity of oaths 
was no where fo much refpe&ed as at Rome. 

This was, as Cicero remarks, becaufe no crimes 
were fo feverely punifhed by the Cenfors, as 
breach of faith and contempt of oaths, 

M 4 The 


(a) Quid enim prod eft fo- 
ris efle ftrenuum, ft domo 
male vivitur ? Expugnentur 
urbes, corripiantur gentes, 
regnis injiciantur manus, nift 
foro & curfte officium ac ve- 
recundia fua conftiterit, par- 
tarum rerum sequatus ccelo 
cumulus fedem ftabilem non 
Jhabebit. VaL Max. /. z. c. 9. 


(a) Nullum vinculum ad 

aftringendamfidemjurejuran- 
do ar&ius majores efie volue- 
runt.—Id indicant nocationes 

animadverftonefque Cenfo- 
rum, qui nulla de re dili- 
entius, quam de jurejuran- 

o, judicabant. Ofic. 1 . 3. 
c. in. 
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A.R.512. The Qnfus concluded with a religious cere* 
Ant. C. nnony in the field of Mars. The whole People 

were prefent at it. A fow, a Iheepor ram, 
and a bull, were offered is a facrifice, which 
from thence was called Saovetautilia , 1 and ac¬ 
cording to others, Sclitjuriiia. This clofmg of 
the Cenfus was called Luftrum , and the expreffion 
Luftruih condere occurs frequently in -authors. 
Varro derives this word‘from /«<?, winch figni- 

fies to pSy; becaufe the tax which had been im- 
pofed by the Cenfors, whofe office continued 
five years at their firft inftitution, was paid at 
the beginning of every fifth year. From whence 
the word luftrum in Latin iignifies the fpace of 
five years. 

I have dwelt a little on what relates to the 
Cenfus, becaufe it will be often mentfoned in 
our hiftory, and was the principal function of 
the Cenfors, and fhall touch (lightly upon the 
reft. 

They had the care of caufing the temples, 
high-ways, bridges, aqueduds, and all public 
buildings, to be ereded and kept in good con¬ 
dition ; and to fee that neceffary and timely re¬ 
pairs were made, which was called, Sarta tefta 
c 1 1 6 ’ 44 ‘ Oigere, fart a te£la tueri. We find ttiat in the 

583d year of Rome, the Senate made the 
Qnseftors pay half the taxes of the year into the 
hands of the Cenfors, to be employed in diffe¬ 
rent, public, buildings. The Bafilica , which 
Sempronius caufed to be ereded at that time, 
was called Sempronia from his name, as that of 
Id. I.59. Cato was before, Pvrcia. The public build- 
c * 44 * ings, and great halls with porticos, where the 

Senate affembled, juftice was adminiftered, the 
Civilians anfwered confutations, and the mer¬ 
chants and bankers t ran faded their affairs, were 
called Bafi!ic<e t 


One 



G. Macer. Q. CAPitoL. Confuls. 169 

One important function alfo of the Cenfors A.R. 31 z. 
was toconfign the public revenues to tax far- Am - c> 
mers, called for that reafon Public ant. Thefe 4 ' 0 ' 

(a) farms could not be configned, but in the pre¬ 
fence of the Roman People. It appears that 
when the leafes were let by them at too high a 
rate, the farmers had recourfe to the Senate, 
who fometimes ordered them to be put up 
again •, which happened in Cato’s Cenforfhip, 
when the farms were let at a rate fomething 
lower. 

In Livy we find, that the keeping of the 
public records was confided to them, and that 
they prefided over the Regifters, and examined, 
whether they difcharged their duty with exaft- 

nefs and fidelity. 

They had alfo a peculiar attention and jurif- Val.Max. 
' diftion over marriages. Certain Cenfors laid ah n.c.9. 
confiderabie fine upon a citizen, who had con¬ 
tinued unmarried to an oldr-age: and others ex¬ 
pelled a Senator for having repudiated his wife 
without confulting his friends. 

What I have hitherto related concerning the 
Cenforfhip, (hews of what importance that office 
was, upon which depended the good order, re¬ 
gulation, difcipline, converfation of the man¬ 
ners, and adminiftration of the revenues of the 
commonwealth. It is time to refume the thread 
of our hiftory. We digreffed at the Confulfhip 
of Geganitis Macerirtus and T, Quintius Capi- 
tolinus. 

M. Gega- 


(a) Cenforibus vefligajia locare nifi in confpe&u populi 
Romani non licet, i in Rull. 1 . 7. 
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A.R. 312, 
Ant. C. 
44 Sea 
* 3 be ate 

fends im¬ 
mediate 
aid to the 

Ardeates 

avainfl the 

Volf Cl. 
Liv. I. 4. 
c. 9, 10. 


M. Geganius Macerinus, II. 

T. Quintius Capitolinus, V. 

Under thefe Confuls, the Ardeates, who had 
made their peace the year before with the Ro¬ 
man people, came to implore their aid in a ve¬ 
ry prefling emergency. A violent fedition had 
rofe up in their city between the Nobility and 
People. Things had been carried to the laft 
extremities. The populace, who did not re- 


People. Things had been carried to the laft 
extremities. The populace, who did not re- 
femble thofe of Rome, having feized an emi¬ 
nence, ravaged the lands of the nobility from 
thence with fire and fword, and afterwards re¬ 


turned to Ardea, which they treated like an 
enemy’s city. The two parties, who were too 
weak of themfelves, had each recourfe to ft ran¬ 


gers. The People applied to the Volfci, who 
came to their aid without lofs of time. It was 


at this conjuncture, that the deputies from the 
Nobility arrived at Rome. The Conful Gega¬ 
nius was ordered to fet out immediately, and 
foon advanced with his army near the enemy, 
who befieged the city. The next day the Con- 
ful, having divided the work very early in the 
morning amongft his troops, furrounded. the 
whole camp of the Volfci with a good intrench- 
ment, who feeing themfelves befieged, and 
fhut up fo clofe, in fome days, for want of 
every thing, demanded to capitulate. The 
Conful gave them to underftand, that they muft: 
exped no quarter, except they delivered up 
their general, and furrendered at difcretion. In 
their defpair they attempted a fally, which cofl: 
them dear, abundance of them perifhing in it. 
They found it their neceflity to furrender. 
After they had* delivered up their general, and 
la;d down their arms, they were all obliged to 
pafs under the yoke, and difmifled each only 

with 


« 
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with one habit, and covered with fliame andA.R.3i 2 . 
ignominy. In paffing near Tufcuium, the in- Ant * c * 
habitants of that city, who had long been their 440 ” 
declared enemies, put them all to the fword, fo 
that fcarce any were left to carry home the fad 
news of their defeat. The Conful afterwards 
entered Ardea, which received him as its deli¬ 
verer and father. He caufed the Heads of the 
principal authors of the (edition to be cut off, 
confilcated their eftates for the benefit of the 
public treafury, and in that manner re-efta- 
blifhed peace and tranquillity between the citi¬ 
zens. Ardea, by fo important a fervice, thought 
an ample amends made it for the fentence which 
had been paffed againft it. But the Senate be¬ 
lieved there ftill remained fomething to do, in 
order to abolifh the remembrance of the fliame- 
ful avidity which had fo much dilhonoured the 
Roman People. We (hall foon fee in what 
manner they afted. The Conful entered Rome 
in triumph. Cluilius, the general of the Vol- 

fci, was led in chains before his chariot, with 
the rich fpoils which he had taken from the 
enemy. 

Quintius, the other Conful, equalled by the 
virtues of peace the glory his collegue had ac¬ 
quired by his military exploits. He applied 
himfelf in fuch a manner to preferve the peace 
and union of the city, and afted with fuch per¬ 
fect impartiality between great and fmall, that 
by a wife mixture of fteadinefs and lenity, his 
adminiftration was equally grateful to the Se¬ 
nate and People. He kept the Tribunes effectu¬ 
ally within bounds, not by fierce and violent 
difputes, or an air of haughtinels and authority, 
but by I know not what kind of afcendant, that 
J)is univerfally known merit gave him. For 
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A.R.312.^) five ConfulChips, through which he had 
Ant. C. paged with the fame undeviating probity and 

wifdom, or, to fpeak more properly, the truly 
Confular dignity of his whole life, rendered 
his perfon almoft more awful and venerable 
than his office. In confequence, the Tribunes 
did not prefume to fpeak of ele&ing Military 
Tribunes, and Confuls were created again. 


A.R. 313. 
Ant. C. 

459 - 

A7r.iv.ds 
made for 
tbs injsi¬ 
ft: Ci dove 

she Ardi¬ 
et ts. 


M. Fabius Vibulanus. 

Postumus jEbutius Cornicen. 

In this Confulfhip, the Senate made the Ar- 
deates intire amends for the injuflice done them. 
Under pretext that their city was reduced to a 
fmall number of inhabitants, they decreed that 
a colony fhould be fent thither to ferve as a 
garrifon againft the Volfci. The decree was 
conceived in thofe terras, in order that the Tri- 
bunes and the People might not perceive that 
the defign of it was to cancel their judgment. 
But the Senators had agreed, that the colony 
fhould confift of a much greater number of the 
* Rutuli than of the Romans; that rio other 
lands (hould be affigned it, but thofe of which 
the infamous judgment had deprived the Arde- 
ates: and that none of the Romans fhould have 
the leaft part of thofe lands, till all the Rutuli 
had their proportion of them. In this manner 
that territory devolved again to the Ardeates. 
The Triumviri appointed for fettling this colo¬ 
ny had no other means to avoid the unjuft 
vengeance of the People, whofe Tribunes had 

already affigned them a day for appearing at 

their 


(a) Quinque Confulatus quam honorem, faciebant, 
eodem tenorc gefti, vkaque Iw. 

oranis confulariter a£ta, ve- * The Ratuli inhabitedth\ 
rendum pene ipfum magis, city of Ardea. 
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their tribunal, but- in caufing themfelves to be A -R- 313- 
enrolled in this colony, and refiding with it. Ant * c - 

439. 

C. Furius Pacilus, A.R.m 

M. Papirius Crassus. "o' 

mi • rr* 1 • Ml*,. . rt *I /*n t3 0 ' 


C. Furius Pacilus. 
M. Papirius Crassus. 


This year palled in tranquillity, The Games 
which the Senate had vowed during the Secef- 
fion of the People were now celebrated. 

P. Geganius Macerinus. a. R. 315, 

L. Menenius Lanatus. Ant - ^ 

Rome, under thefe Confuls, had various evils 437 * 
and dangers to experience. Fortunately for her 
no war abroad happened, or (he would have 
found it exceedingly difficult to fupport herfelf. • 

The firft of thefe calamities was a famine ; Great fa- 
whether in effefl of a bad harveft, or that the mine at 
inhabitants of the country had negledted the*™* 

cultivation of the lands through their fondnefs 
for the.affemblies, and the pleafures of the city 5 
for both thefe reafons are given. The dearth 
was exceffive. To remedy that evil, by the 
confent of the Senate, the People chofe L. Mi- 
nucius Prefeft, or fuperintendant of provifions. 

He found .himfelf extremely embarraffed in the 
exercife of this new Office, or rather Commif- 
fion. The neighbouring Hates and cities, to 
whom he had fent perfons to purchafe corn, 
were of no fervice to him ; except only Etru¬ 
ria, from whence he got fome, but very little. 

This reduced him todifpenfe, according to the 
different neceffities of the People, the little corn 
that was left in the city, by obliging particulars 
to declare exattly what quantity they had, and 
to fell what was more than neceffary to them¬ 
felves for one month. Part of what was allowed 
(laves daily, was retrenched. The vendees of 
corn were fufpefted of concealing it, and in 

confequence 





m 

A.R. 31 

Anti C. 

437 * 


N*sl: u! 
toned ves 
tbs dij::n 
of tnakir. 
hi rrfcf 
King. 
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• confequence expofed to the hatred and anger of 
the People. However, all enquiries ferved ra* 
ther to evidence than leffen the fcarcity. Ma¬ 
ny of the populace, finding themfelves without 
hope or refource, to avoid fuffering any longer 
the mileries of fo cruel a famine, drowned them¬ 
felves in the Tiber. 

This firft calamity gave birth to a fecond 
danger of a different kind that threatened the 
public liberty. 

Sp. Mseliu?, of' the Equeftrian order, who 
was very rich for thofe times, and dill more 

• ambitious, conceived thoughts of taking advan¬ 
tage of the prefent misfortune, and flattered 
himfelf that the People, in fo general a cala¬ 
mity, would Ell their liberty cheap. Having 
bought up a great quantity of corn at his own 
expence in Etruria, by the affiftance of his 
friends there and his clients, (which probably 
prevented Minucius from getting much in that 
province) he diftributed it amongft the People. 
By this liberality he became the darling of the 
populace, who attended him every where in the 
city, made him a train much above the condi¬ 
tion of a private perfon, and promifed him be¬ 
forehand the Confulfhtp. But as ambition is in- 
fatiable, and cannot be contented with what it 
feems allured of poflfeffing, he carried his views 
farther, without examining whether they were 
juft or no. He rightly perceived, that he Ihould 
necefiarily experience a rough conflict with the 
Senators to carry the Confullhip againft their 
confent, and that it could only be effected fword 
in hand. He conceived in confequence, that 
to attain the fovereignty would not coft him 
more trouble, and from that moment levelled 
all his endeavours that way; confidering the 

throne 
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throne as the only reward, that merited the A R. 31*. 
pains and dangers he had to undergo. A 

The day of the afiembly for the eleftion of 
Confuls approaching, as he had not fufficient 
time for concerting all his meafures, his defign 
was not ripe for execution. The election was 
made with tranquillity, and according to the 
views of the Senate. 


T. QtflNTItJS Capitolinus, VI. 
Agrippa Menenius Lanatus. 


A.R. 316, 

Ant. C. 


Quintius was a very improper Confulfor any 436. 
perfon that conceived defigns of innovating in 
the State. 


L. Minucius was continued in the office of 


Prafeftus annona , or fuperintendant of pro- 
vifions. By the duty of his office he did the 
fame in public, that Maelius took upon himfelf 
to do in private •, which occafioned the fame 
kind of people to frequent the houfes of both. 
By their means he knew what paffed at Masli- 
us’s, and immediately informed the Senate of it. 
He told them, “ he had difcovered that arms 


<c were carried into his houfe3 that he held af- 


“ femblies and made harangues there; and that 
“ he was moft certainly taking meafures to 
“ make himfelf King. That the time for the 
“ execution of his defign was not yet fixed; 
“ but that every thing previous to it was con- 
u eluded. That the Tribunes, corrupted by 
{C money, had divided amongft them the dif- 
u ferent meafures necefiary to be taken for its 
iC fuccefs. That he gave this information al- 
u moft later than the fafety of the public re- 
" quired ; but that he was willing to be affured 
u oi the fa£t by certain proofs, and not to re- 

“ ly upon loofe and doubtful reports. 
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A.R. 316- Upon this advice the principal Senators re- 
Am. C. proached the Confuls, both of the preceding 

and prefcnt years, extremely, for having had 
fo little vigilance, as not .to have difcovered a 
confpiracy of that importance, which had al¬ 
ready been carried on for a confiderable length 
of time. Quintius, after having made an apo¬ 
logy for the Confuls, and' reprefepted, that in- 
ftead of lofing time in ufelefs and perhaps unjuft 
complaints, it was neceftary to apply immedi¬ 
ately to the remedy, added, that it was hjs ad¬ 
vice, that a di&ator fhouid be immediately ap¬ 
pointed, whofe fupereme authority might ftifle 
the evil in its birth, and even before it had time 
to break out. His opinion was generally ap¬ 
proved. Every body call: their eyes upon L. 
Quintius Cincinnatus, who long refufed to ac¬ 
cept an office, of which he believed his great 
age made him incapable. But he was at length 
obliged to comply with the warm remonftran- 
ces and earned; intreaties of the whole Senate. 
After having implored the gods not to fuffer 
his age to be of prejudice to the Commonwealth 
in fo imminent a danger, he confented to be no- 1 
minated Dictator, and immediately appointed 
C. Servilius Ahala matter of the horfe. 

The next day Cincinnatus, who well per¬ 
ceived that the only means for crulhing fo dan¬ 
gerous a confpiracy, was to exert his authority, 
appeared on a fudden in the Forum, and 

attended the Tribunal with his Lictors before 

* 

him carrying the rods and axes, and with all 
the enfigns of the fovereign authority. The 
People, iurprized and terrified at fo ludden an 
appearance, could not comprehend the caufe of 
it; but Mlaeius, and his accomplices, foon 
judged that themfelves were aimed at. Such 
as were ignorant of his defigns, alked each 

other, 
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other, what imminent danger had made it ne- 
ceffary to nominate a Dictator in timeof Peace, 
and to put Quintius at Upwards of fourfcore in¬ 
to that office. The Dictator prefently lent 
Servilius, his mafter of the horfe, to order Me¬ 
lius to appear before him. Mselius fur prized, 
and uncertain how to aft, deferred obeying, and 
endeavoured to efcape. Servilius ordered a 
Liftor to feize him.; and upon that officer's 
executing the mafter of the horfe’s orders, Mas- 
Jius implored the aid of the Roman People, 
complaining that he was to be facrificed by the 
intrigues of the Senate for the good he had done 
the People. He conjured his fellow-citizens to 
affift him in his prefent extreme danger, and 
not to fuffer him to be butchered before their 
eyes, and in their prefence. The people grew 
tumultuous: his partifans encouraged each other, 
and took him by force from the Liftor. M?e- 
Jius threw himfelf into the crowd to avoid the 
purfuitof Servilius: but the latter followed him 
clofe,. overtook him, ran hisfword through his 
body, and covered with his blood, returned to 
give the Diftator an account of what he had 
done. You have done well , Servilius , faid the 
Diftator: continue to defend your country with the 
fame courage as you have now delivered it. 

The populace not knowing how to think of 
what they faw, and being in a great commo¬ 
tion, the Diftator called an aflembly, and be¬ 
gan by declaring, <c That Maelius had been 
“ killed juftly, and as he deferved, even though 
<c he were not guilty of the crime laid to his 
“ charge, for having difobeyed the Dictator's- 
“ fummons fignified to him by the mafter of 
“ the horfe. That he had taken his place on 
“ the tribunal, in order to enquire into the ak 
“ fair; after which he ffiould have done Mae- 
Vql, II. N 41 lius 
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A.R. 316.“ lius the juftice he deferred. That as he had 

Ant. C. tc rec0 urle to violence, to avoid appearing to 

4 ^°‘ “ take his trial, violence had been ufed to cor- 

44 red his rebellion. That it was highly wrong 
44 to confider a man as a citizen, who had con- 
“ ceived the impious defign of making him- 
4t felf King-, who had been born amorigft a 
44 free people, in the midft of their facred laws 
44 and ordinances, and in a city frotn whence 
44 Kings had been expelled : a man, who knew 
44 that in the very year of their expulfion, the 
44 King’s nephews, and the fons of the Conful 
44 who had delivered his country, had been put 
44 to death, &he latter by the hands, or at lead 
66 by the orders, of their own father, for hav- 
44 ing confpired to receive the Kings into Rome *, 
4 * that in the fame city the Conful Collatinus 
44 Tarquinius, in hatred only of his name, had 
41 been obliged to abdicate the Confulfhip, and 
44 banifh himfelf from his country; that fome 
44 years after, Sp. Caffius had been put to death, 
44 forintending to make himfelf King-, and 
44 that, very recently, the tyrannical haughti- 
44 nefs with which the Decemvirs exercifed 
44 their power, had been puniffied with confif- 
44 cation of their eftates, bani foment, and even 
44 death: that, notwithftanding luch examples, 
44 Melius had undertaken to make himfelf 
44 King, and to afeend the throne. And what 
44 man was Mrelius, to conceive fuch hopes! 
44 Neither his nobility, dignities, nor fervices 
44 could open him a way to the tyranny: 
44 whereas Claudius, Caffius, and the reft, had 
44 afpired at fo criminal an elevation, fuftained. 
44 by their Confulfhips, Decemvirates, the ho- 
44 nours of their anceftors, and the fplendor of 
41 their families. But as to Mselius* who might 

44 rather 


♦ 
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“ rather (a) have defired than expcfted toA.R.^16 
u obtain the Tribunefhip of the people, and Ant *^. 
“ whofe whole merit was the pofieffion of a ^ 

“ great quantity of corn ; who could imagine, 

“ that fuch an one could flatter himfelf with 
“ having purchafed the liberty of his country 
“ fora few pounds of grain; and with having 
“ made a people, vi&orious over all their 
“ neighbours, accept of flavery for a morfel 
“ of bread : that Rome, which could fcarce 
“ have fuflfered him in thq rank of a Senator, 

“ would accept him for her King, and calmly 
“ fee him inverted with all the marks of ho? 

“ nour and authority of Romulus her founder, 

“ defcended from, ^aad' admitted into the num- 
“ ber of, the gods ? That fuch a defign ought 
“ not to be confidered more as a crime, than 
<c as a prodigy.. That it did notfuffice to have 
<€ expiated it by the blood of the criminal, if 
<c the houfe, where fo frantic and fo vile an en- 
“ terprize had been formed, was not levelled 
“ to the ground, and the pofleflions, polluted 
“ by the iniquitous ufe he intended to make of 
u them for purchafing the tyranny, confifcated, 
u That therefore he decreed, that thofe pof- 
“ feffions (hould be fold by the Quseftors, and 
u the money brought into the public treafury.” 

That wife magiftrate feeing, as the leader 
of the confpiracy was dead, that there was no¬ 
thing farther to fear, did not judge it proper to 

N 2 enquire 


(a) Sp. Maelium, cui Tri¬ 
bunals plebis magis optan- 
dus quam Operand us fuerac, 
ffumentarium divitem, bili- 
bris farris fperafic libertatem 
fe civium [fuorum emifTe, ci- 
boque objiciendo ratum vi- 
ftorem finitimorum omnium 
pop alum in ferviuuem per- 


lici pofle: ut, quern fenato- 
rem concoquere civitas vix 
pofiet, regem ferret, Romu- 
li cohditoris, ab diis orti, re¬ 


ad deos, infignia atque 
rium habentem. Non 
fcelere id magis quam 
nonftro habendum, liv. 
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A-R. 316* enquire into his adherents, left the number of 
Ant. C. t { ie cr i m i n als fhould be too great, and his too- 
43 ’ fevere ‘endeavours to punifh all the confpirators 

fhould make the confpiracy break out. 

The houfe of Mselius was demolifhed imme¬ 
diately. The place where it ftood was called 
jEquimdium^ that is to fay, Demolifhed houfe of 
Melius , in order that the name might fubfift as 
a monument both of the crime and its punifh- 
ment. An ox with gilt horns was given, and 
a ftatue eredted, to Minucius; which the Peo¬ 
ple did not oppofe, becaufe r to give them no 
room to regret Mselius, he directed all the *rn 
found in his houfe to be diftributed amongft. 
them at a very low rate. 

Befides Maelius’s having rendered himfelf 
. guilty and worthy of death by refufing to obey 
the Didtator, the (a) Laws themfelves, from 
the time he had conceived the criminal defign 
of ufurping tyrannical power, armed the hands 
of ail the citizens againft him. A Tyrant was 
conGdered at Rome as a monfter, that cannot 
be lopped off too foon from the body of human 
fociety, in the fame manner as people haften to 
cut off without mercy a rotten member, capa? 
ble of deftroying all the reft. The Romans ne¬ 
ver forgot the oath taken in the name of the 
whole People after the expulfion of the Tar- 
quins, to exterminate whomfoever fhould form 
the defign of making himfelf King. 

Three 


(a) Nulla nobis focietas 
cum tyrannis, fed potius 
fumma diftradtio—Hoc om- 
ne genus peftiferum atque 
impium ex hominum com- 
munitate exterm inandum eft. 
Etenim, ut membra quasdam 
amputantur, ft & ipfa fan- 


guine & tanquam fpiritu ca- 
rere cceperunt; fie ifta in fi- 
gura hominis feritas & im- 
manitas belluae a communi 
tanquam humanitate corporis 
fegTeganda eft. Offic. I. 3. 
n. 32. 
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Three of the Tribunes of the People, highly A.R. 316-' 
difcontented with what had lately paffed, ex- A " t,c * 
claimed violently againft Minucius, and efpe- ™ 
cially againft Servilius the Mafter of the horfe, 
who without any form of juftice, and even with¬ 
out his Superior’s order, had killed a citizen in 
the bofom of his country. They loudly threat¬ 
ened to bring him to a trial, as foon as the 
Dictator quitted his office, and excited a great 
tumult amongft the populace. All that they 
could obtain was, that Military Tribunes Ihould 
be chofen inftead of Confuls, in hopes that of 
fix places, for fo many Military Tribunes might 
be created, fome might fall to their lhare. The 
People elefted only three, all Patricians, of 
which number was L. Quintius, thefon of Cin- 
cinnatus, whofe Diftatorlhip the Tribunes en¬ 
deavoured to render odious to them. 
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Mam. jEmilius, &c.MiI. Trib. 


SECT. III. 


Roman ambaffadors killed by the order of Tolum- 
nius King of the Vdentes. That King is killed in 
battle by Coffus , who takes the fecond Royal 
Spoils , called Spolia opima. The duration of 
the Cenforjhip is reduced to eighteen months . 
Singular Law in refped to Candidates. The 
Confuls are obliged to nominate a Didator. 
They chufe Pojlumius Tubertus, who gains a 
great vidory over the JEqui and Volfci . Ma- 
mercus JEmilius is nominated Did at or. He 
alfo gains a great vidory over the Vdentes and 
Fidenates. The Tribunes of the People com¬ 
plain becaufe the Plebeians are excluded offices. 
Sempronius’s unfortunate campaign againfi the 
Volfci. Great ad ion of Temp anius^ which faves 
the army. Tempanius's wife anfwer to the Tri¬ 
bunes of the People . He is made Tribune of 
the People. 


A.R.317 
An:. C. 

43 v 


Ma MERCUS M I L J U S. 

L. Qui NTIUS. 


L. J UL I US. 

fTyHE city of Fidense, which was a Ro- 

cmbuija- A man colony, went over this year to the 
don l*V/WVeientes, of whom Lars Tolumnius was then 
by order./ King. To the crime of revolt they added one 

a muc h blacker dye, in killing by order of 
v c fp°Ls. Tolumnius the Roman ambaffadors, fent to 
Lu\ i 4.. complain of their new conduft, and to demand 
c. 17, zo-rcdionsfor it. Some writers, to cover the King’s 

fault, fay, that an expreffion which he dropped 
at dice was taken by the Fidenates, who came 
to coniuk him upon 1 he' treatment they fhould 
give the Roman ambaffadors, as an order to 

kill 


* 
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kill them. But Livy is far from admitting this A.R. ^17. 
rpanner of relating the fad, and fhews .it is en- A "J‘ c * 
tirely improbable, that a Prince, when con- 433 ’ 
fulled by new allies upon fo ferious an affair as 
that in queftion, Ihould continue unconcerned 
at play * and that it is infinitely more natural 
to believe the King gave them that advice, to 


attach them the more firmly to his party by a 
rupture of fuch kind, as left them no hopes of 
reconciliation with the Romans. 


. However that were, the latter began by 
ereding three ftatues near the Tribunal for ha¬ 
rangues, to the ambaffadors who had been 
filled *, and afterwards applied themfelves feri.- 
oufiy to avenge fo horrid a violation of the Law 
of nations. The importance of the affair pre¬ 
vented the Tribunes from exciting troubles j 
and Confuls were ejeded. • 


M. Geganius,Macerinus, III. A.R. 318, 

L. Sergius Fidenas. Ant - ^ 

Sergius marched againft the King of the 434 * 
Veientes, and gained a confiderable vidtory over 
him, but which coft him dear. The lofs in 
confequence of a great number of citizens who 
fell in it, afflided Rome more than the defeat 
of the enemy gave them joy. The Conful 
feems to have had the furname Fidenas given 
him from this vidory. 

To terminate this war fuccefsfully, the Senate 
thought it neceffary to nominate a Didator. 
Mamercus TEmilius was eleded. He chofe 

4 

L. Quintius Cincinnatus mafter of the horfe, 
whofe merit, young as he was, anfwered his 
father’s reputation *, and who the year before had 
been one of iEmilius’s collegues in the office of 
Military Tribune. At the levy made by the 
Confuls, many old centurions of great valour 

N 4 and 
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A.R. 318. and experience in war-entered themfelves for 
Ant. C. the fervice. The number of the foldiers killed 

^ the iaft battle were filled up. Quintius Ca- 
pitolinus and M. Fabius Vibulanus followed the 
Dictator as Lieutenants. 

tr, The two armies came to blows near Fidente; 

i 0 _ _ 1 

is killed in That ot the enemy was the molt numerous. 
battle by The Veientes were potted on the right wing, 
C-:JFus rj:bo t h e p a lifci, who came to their aid, on the left, 

t fuvnd ^- and the Fidenates in the centre. On the fide 

of the Romans the Dictator commanded the 
called op.- f]crht wing, Quintius Capitolinus the left, and 
mz ' the Matter of the horfe the centre. The latter 

began the battle with the cavalry, and was foon 
followed by the foot. The infantry of the He- 
trurians could not fuftain the charge of the Ro* 
mans: their horfe, animated by the prefence of 
their King, kept their ground better. There 
was an officer in the Roman cavalry, called A. 
Cornelius Coffus, of illuftrious birth, of a fine 
perfon and ftature, and ftill more diftinguifhed 
by his bravery. The nobility and merit of his 
anceftors exalted his courage, and he not only 
iuftained, but augmented, their glory. As he 
law that Tolumnius carried terror and confufion 
wherever he moved : Is that , cried he, the in¬ 
fractor cf human laws , and of the law of na¬ 
tions ? I flatter myfelf (if there are gods avengers 
of guilt) that 1 fhall focn facrifice that viftim to 
the manes of our ambaffadors. On faying this, 
he fpurred forwards with impetuofity againft 
the King, and with the firft blow of his lance 
unhorfed him. He difmounted the fame mo¬ 
ment, and as the King role, beat him down 
upon his back a fecond time with his buckler, 
end after having given him feveral wounds, 
thruft him through the body, and nailed him 

10 the ground, He then ftript him of his fpoils, 

and 
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and having cut off his head, fixed it upon theA.R.313 
point of his fpear, and by that bloody trophy Ant - c - 
evidenced his viftory to the enemy, and fpread* 3 '*'' 
terror amongft them on all fides. It was no lon¬ 
ger a battle, but a flight, with the cavalry. The 
Didator, on his fide, had broke the enemy’s 
foot, and purfued' them vigoroufly, and with 
great daughter. Generals, officers, and fol- 
diers, all equally prompted by the defire of juft 
revenge, feconded his ardour wonderfully. The 
victory was compleat. 

The Didator entered Rome in triumph. But 
Coffus, who carried the fpoils of the King he 
had killed with his own hand, engroffed all the 
honour of that folemnity to himfelf, and drew 
all eyes upon him by the novelty of the fight. 

They were the fecond royal fpoils, fpolia opima, 
that had been taken fince the foundation of 
Rome. . Cofius placed his in the temple of Ju¬ 
piter Feretrius, near thofe of Romulus. 

The common opinion was, even in Livy’s 
time, that the fpoils, called cpima, were only 
properly fo, when taken by one general from 
another whom he had killed, (a) Varro thought 
otherwife. It is however certain that Coffus 
was at that time only a fubaltern officer. The 
Emperor Auguftus affirmed, from having feen 
it himfelf, that in the infcription upon the fpoils 
of Coffus, he was termed Conful. He was fo 
fome years after, but at a time when there cer¬ 
tainly was no fuch battle. It is not impofiible, 
but that infcription might have been affixed to 
them in fucceeding times by fome defendants 
of Coffus, who might have called him Conful, 
not that he was Conful when he killed Tolum- 

nius, 

(a) Opima fpolia etiam traxerit, dammodo duel Jio- 
tfle, fi manipularis milesde- Ilium. Varr. apud Fe/t. 
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A.R. 518. nius, but becaufe he was fo afterwards. Livy? 
Ant. C. w j 10 nQ ^ ou ]j t dy not jj are i 0 refute Auguftus’s 

34 ' teftimony, to which he feems however to have 

no great regard, does not explain himfelf clearly 
in this place. 


A.R. 319. 
Am. C. 

433 - 

Liv. 1 . 4. 

C.21 — 


M. Cornelius Maluginensi*. 

L. Papirius Crassus. 

Sp. Melius, Tribune of the People, cited 


V 


;Minucius and Servilius Ahala to take their tri- 

Livy fays this accufa.tion had no confe- 
, however Cicero and Valerius Maximus 


Cic. orat. 

prodomo, ^ ue tlCe 

n. 86. obferve, that the latter was banilbed. 

Val. Max. 


I. 5. c. 3. 

A.R. 320. 
Ant. C. 

432 . 

#> 


C. Julius, II. 

L. Virginius. 

The plague, which had appeared the year 
before, raged much more during this, both in 
the city and country. It encouraged the Fide- 
nates to advance almoft to the gates of Rome. 
They were aflifted by the Veientes, A, Servi¬ 
lius was created Dictator, who chofe Poftumu* 
Aibutius Elva matter of the horfe. The war 
was terminated by the taking of Fidenae. 

The Cenfors C, Furius Pacilus, and M. Ge? 
ganius Macerinus, caufed a building in the field 
of Mars, which they had purchafed at the pub-, 
lie expence, to be fitted up. The Cenfus was 
made there for the firft time. 

t 


A.R.321. c. Julius, III. 

Ant. C. L. Virginius, II. 

• 4 

45 1 - Upon a rumour that the twelve people who 

compofed the ftate and whole body of Hetruria, 
were preparing to attack the Romans, Ma- 
mercus ALmilius was nominated Di&ator for the 
fecondtime, who chofe A. Poftumius Tubertus 
matter of the horfe. That alarm of war com¬ 
ing 
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jng to nothing, the Didtator, feeing himfelf A.R.j 2 k 
deprived of the glory whicfy he might have ac- Ant * c * 
.quired in the field, conceived the defign of 431 * 
leaving a monument of his Didtatorfhip by a j he diLra _ 
new law which he propofed in relpedt to the t i<m of the 
office of Cenfor. He reprefented to the People, Cenforjbip 
That it was of importance to the liberty of" re f u f ei 
the public, that the great offices of the ftate 
fhould not be of long duration : that all 

others were annual, and only the Cenforfliip 
of five years. That there was realon to fear, 
that fome future Cenfors, lefs paffionate for 
the public good than thofe who had filled 
tfyat office hitherto, might abufe an authority 
of fo long continuance. That befides, it 
was oppreffive to particulars to have the fame 
perfons infpedtors and arbiters of their, con- 
dud): for fo long a term. That therefore he 


cc 


ct 
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cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


believed it expedient to reduce the duration 
“ of the Cenforlhip to eighteen months.” The 
}$w was accepted by the unanimous.confenp of 

the People. And that you may know, faid he, 
(bat I do not approve offices of long continuance , 1 
abdicate the Di it a tor (hip from this infant: and 
he accordingly abdicated it. 

The Cenfors were extremely offended by this 
new law, and carried their relentment to an ex-- 
cefs that fcarce feems credible. We have feen 
above, that one of the methods in which thofe 
jpagiftrates punifhed the citizens to whofecondudt 
they had any exception, was to remove them 

from a more to a lefs confiderable Tribe. Tribu 

‘ . 

movers , to ftrike their names out of the regifters 
of their Century, and to leave them no other 
right and mark of a citizen, except that of pay¬ 
ing a certain contribution, which at the fame 
time they often augmented \ this was called 

(gmios facers . The Cenfors exercifed their re¬ 
venge 
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A.R. 321 
Ant. C. 

43 *. 


• venge in this manner againft one of the greatefl; 
and mod venerable citizens of Rome, whom 
they condemned to pay eight times the tax he 
had ufually paid before. The People were fo 
much incenfed, that they purfued them in the 
Forum, and would have treated them with vi¬ 
olence, if iEmilius had not been fo generous as 
to interpofe. (a) That great man bore fo unwor¬ 
thy a treatment with admirable conftancy, con- 
fidering lefs the intended ignominy in itfelf, than 
the caufe of it. 

The Tribunes by their clamour prevailed to 
have Military Tribunes elected •, but none of 
the Plebeians were nominated either in this or the 
following year. 


A.R. 322. 
Ant. C. 
450. 


M. Fabius Vibulanus. 
M. Fossius. 

L. Sergius Fidenas. 


The plague (till {hewed itfelf. As famine 
was the ufual effect of it, the wife precaution 
was taken of fending early into Etruria, to Cu- 
mse, and even into Sicily to purchafe com. 


A.R.523. L. Pinarius Mamercus. 

Ant. C. L. Furius Medullinus. 

4 2 9* Sp. Postumius Albvs. 


Singular The principal Plebeians were highly mortified 
laiv in n- with having no (hare in an office, for the infki- 
Jpe 3 i° tution of which they had fo warmly contended. 
eandidatcsj^y the fault upon the People themfelves, 

by whom they complained of being as little 

confidered 


(< 2 ) Quam rem ipfum in- 
gcnri animo tulilTe ferunt, 
eadam potius ignomims in- 


• > 


tuentem, quam ignomimai 
Liv» 
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confidered as by the Senators.' Others afcribed A - R - 523* 
it to theinduftry of the Patricians in canvaffing 5 Ant * 
and to prevent the effed of it, the Tribunes 4 ^* 
propofed a law, which in our times, lays Li¬ 
vy, could not have been moved ferioufly, its 
fubjedwas fo trifling and contemptible, though 
it then excited great difputes between the Senate 
and People. All the Roman citizens wore white 
habits: but thofe who flood for offices, and 
follicited the voices of the People, in order to 
diftinguifh themfelves the better, and to attrad 
the eyes of the populous the more upon them, 
augmented the whitenefs of their robes by the ufe 
of a mixture, wherein chalk had a great part: 
and from,thence they were called Cavdidati , 
candidates. The Tribunes, to prevent can- 
vafling, they faid, were for having candidates 

prohibited to whiten rheir robes *, and they car¬ 
ried their point in pafiing that law. As it feemed 
certain that the People in their anger would give 
the Plebeians a (hare in the approaching elcdion 
of Military Tribunes, the Senate, by a decree, 
ordained that Confuls fhould be eleded. 


Quintius 


A.R. 3*4. 

Ant. C. 


C. Julius Mento. 

The great preparations of war made by the^ 
iEqui and Volfci induced the Senate to think of [uhanrt- 
nominating aDidator. The Confuls, who op -ducedby 
pofed each other, and always differed in opi -fine to no- 

nion in every thing eife v which much alarmed 
the Senate, united on this occafion to fruftrate a Liv. 1 . 4. 
nomination, which they confidered deftrudivef- 26 -~ 39 * 
to their own authority \ and nothing could di¬ 
vide or make them change their opinion on this 
head. As the news of the powerful armament 
of the enemy gave great alarm, Servilius 
Prifcus, who had paired through all the great 

offices 



r 
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A.R. 324-offices with honour, feeing the Confuls deter- 
Ant. C. m j ne( j not to fubmit to the authority of the Se- 

nate, had recourfe to a remedy itfore dangerous 
in its effects than the evil it was intended to re- 


drefs. He exhorted the Tribunes to interpofe 
the authority of the People depofued with them, 
in order to oblige the Confuls to declare a 
Di&ator. The Tribunes feized with joy fuch 
an occafion of extending their power; and after 

having deliberated together upon Servilius’s de- 
mand^ they declared unanimoufly, That the 
Confuls had to obey the Senate \ and that if they 
perjified any longer in oppoftng the unanimous opi¬ 
nion of that auguft bod\\ they fhould commit them 
toprifon.' The Confuls chofe rather to fubmit 
to the Tribunes than the Senate *, but com¬ 


plained in the ftrongeft terms, that the Senators 
betrayed their own intereft, and the honour of 
the Confulfhip, in fubmitting it to the yoke of 
the Tribunitian power. They were certainly in 
the right in this refpect. For what could 
be more injurious, or a greater indignity to the 
Senate, than this threat of the Tribunes to im- 
prifon the Confuls ? And what they only me¬ 
naced then, they actually did afterwards. There 
are more examples than one in the Roman hi- 
ftory of Confuls committed to prifon by order 
of the Tribunes. Such are the unhappy effedts 
of difeord in Bodies of the greateft wifdom and 
reputation. They are invincible, as long as 
their union fubfifts. Difeord, in dividing their 
ftrength, makes them weak, and terminates in 
the ruin of their moft important rights and pri¬ 
vileges. 

When the queftion was to nominate the Dic¬ 
tator, the Confuls, who always differed in their 
fentiments, could not agree between themfelves 
who ffiould declare him. They were reduced 




C^CiNciNrt. 'J. Mento, Confuls. 191 

to decide that point by lot, which fell to Quin- A.R. 324.' 
tius. He chofe A. Poftumius Tubertus, a man An ' ,c - 
of a fteady and imperious charafter, who ap- 42 ’ 
pointed L. Julius matter of the horfe. 

The Dictator, after having divided his troops Pojiumiui 
into two bodies, of which he commanded one 
himfelf, and gave the other to the Conful Quin- *^j*“;* 
tius, took the field. They encamped feparately , mc 


over 


but near enough to .each other, at a thoufand tbeVeientes 
paces from the enemy, who had alfo two camps. 

The Diftator, in feveral attacks, did all that M/w * 
could be expefted from the. valour and conduft 
of the moft able general. The enemy, fur- 
rounded on all Tides, after having loft one of 
their camps, would have been univerfally cut 
off, and had luffered the juft punifhment of 
their revolt, if Veftius Meffius, an officer of 
the Volfci, more diftinguilhed by his bravery 
and exploits than his birth, had not extricated 
them out of the almoft inevitable danger of a 
total defeat. Seeing that the troops only moved 
forwards and backwards, irrefolute how to aft: 

Have you determined , faid he to them, to deliver 
yourfelves up in this place to the enerjiy without de¬ 
fence ? IVherefore then have you arms , and why 
were you the firfl to declare war , full of courage 
and boafl at dijlance from danger , but fearful and 
cowardly in battle ? Wbat do you hope from conti¬ 
nuing here ? Do you expett that fome God will 
come to your aid , and extricate you out of the pre- 
fent difficulty ? It is with the fword, thatyou muft 
open yourfelves a way. Such of you as defire to 
fee your houfes, fathers, wives , and children again , 
follow me where I am going to lead the way . Nei¬ 
ther walls, nor intrenchments , but men armed like 
ourfelves , oppofe our paffage. (a) If you are equal 

to 


(a) Virtute pares, neceffi- mum telum eft, fuperiores 
tate, quae (jltimum ac maxi- eftis. Liv. 
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A.R. 3 H-to the enemy in valour , you are fuperior to them in 
Ant C the necejfity of conquering or dyings the Iajl> the 

firongejl of arms . 

After having faid this, he charged the enemy 
furioutly, followed by his own people with 
great cries. The body of troops which oppo- 
fed them under Poftumius Albus, one of the 
lieutenants, began to give way, when the Dic¬ 
tator, who faw what paffed, arrived in very 
good time to their aid. The whole heat of the 
battle turned this way. The fate of the Volfci 
depended folely on Vedtius, who was now 
their whole force. Much blood was died, and 
a great (laughter made on both Tides. On that * 
of the Romans, almoft all the general officers 
were wounded. The Dictator received a wound 
in the fhoulder •, Fabius a great one in the thigh 
with a dart; and the Conful a dangerous one in 
the arm : however none withdrew from the bat¬ 
tle, except Poftumius, who was carried out of 
the prefs, his head having been almoft beaten 
to pieces by a (tone. Veftius, after having 
afted [prodigies of valour, with his brave troop 
of young intrepid foldiers, opened himfelf a 
way through the enemy, of whom he had made 
a great (laughter, and penetrated as far as the 
camp of the Volfci, which was not yet taken. 

The whole Roman army followed him thi¬ 
ther. The Conful who had purfued the enemy 

very vigoroufly to the camp, immediately at¬ 
tacked it. The Di&ator did the fame on ano¬ 
ther fide. The affault here was nolefs warm' 
than the battle. The Conful is faid to have 
thrown an enfign into the intrenchments, to 
animate the courage of his foldiers; and they 
were the firft that broke into the enemy’s camp, 
in order to recover their colours. The Difta- 


*tor, after having difmounted the palifadoes, had 

4 alto 
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alfo entered the camp on his fide. The enemy A.R.324* 
then laid down their arms and furrendered at C ‘ 
difcretion. All of them were fold for flaves, * 
except the Senators. Part of the plunder was 
reftored to the Latines and Hernici, who took 
what belonged to each of them. The Di&ator 
caufed the reft to be fold by auftion ; and hav¬ 
ing left the Conful to command the troops that 
remained in the camp, he returned to Rome, 
where he triumphed, and immediately after ab¬ 
dicated the Di&atorfhip. 

Some writers have abridged the glory of this 
Di&atorlhip, by faying that Poftumius caufed 
the head of his fon to be cut off, for having 
quitted his poll, and engaged without orders, 

from which a&ion he however came off vifto- 

» 

rious. The faft is not certain, and feems little 
probable to Livy. Common opinion afcribes 
the firft and only example of fo inhuman a 
zeal for the military difcipline to Manlius Tor- 
quatus. 

It is oblerved, fays Livy, though it did not 
then concern the Romans, that it was in * this 
year, for the firft time, that the Carthaginians, 
who were in procefs of time to be fuch terrible 
enemies to the Roman People, taking advan- 
' tage of the divifions which prevailed in Sicily, 
fent an army thither to the aid of one of the 
parties at war, who had called in their affiftance. 

L. Pa pi- 

* 

* Herodotus, 1, 7 . C. 166. fame day that Xerxes loft tht 
tmarby that Amilcar % who battle of Salamin, and confe- 
bad landed in Sicily with three quently about fifty yean before 
hundred thoufand men , 'was the time ftoken of in this place* 
entirely defeated by Gelo the 
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A.R. 52-. 
Ant. L. 


S. Ahala, P. Mugilanus, Confuls. 


L. Papirius Crassus. 
L. Julius. 

427. 

Liv . 1. 4. 

c 30—34. R qui. 


A truce of eight years was granted to the 


A.R.326. L. Sergius Fidenas, II. 

Ad:.c. Host. Lucretius Tricipitinvs. 

426. 



A. Cornelius Cossus. 

T. Quintius Pennus, II. 

A great drought deftroyed abundance of cat¬ 
tle, and occafioned many difeafes amongft men. 
(a) The very minds of the People feemed in 
fome meaiure infeded with the contagion •, 
for fuperftition took place exceedingly by the 
means of certain importers, who, to turn the 
credulity of the People to their advantage, went 
about from houfe to houfe teaching new and 
ftrange rites and facrifices. The iEdiles were 
ordered to take care, that no other Gods and 
ceremonies of religion fhould be introduced into 
Rome, but fuch as were antiently received 
there. 


A.R.32?. Servilius Ahala. 

Anu L'. L. Papirius Mugilanus. 

424 * There was a difpute upon occafion of a war 

with the Veientes, whether it fhould be declared 
by order of the People, or only by a decree of 
the Senate. The Tribunes prevailed that it 
fhould be by order of the People •, and alfo 
that Military Tribunes fhould be chofen for the 
following year. But they (till were all Patri¬ 
cians 3 and four were eleded. 

T. Quin- 


(*) Novos ritus facrifican- in domos, quibus quasftui funt 
di, vaucicando inferemibus capti iuperllitione animi. Lto . 

* « 4 * 



* 


T. Quint. Pennus, &c. Mil. Trib. 



T. Quint ius P£nnus. 
C. Furius. 

M. PoSTUMIUS. 

A. Cornelius Cossus. 


A . K . 329. 
Ant. L'. 
423. 


_ • $ 

The three firft marched with the army againft ? 

the Veientes. We fhall foon have occafion to 


obferve the pernicious effefts of a plurality of 
Commanders in chief, who feldom have a good 
tinderftanding with each other. The Veientes 
took their advantage of the differences that fub- 
fifted between thefe, and in a firft engagement, 
had the better, and obliged them to fly to their 
camp, and to fhut themfelves up within its 
works. The difgrace was greater than the lofs. 
But the city, which was not accuftomed to de¬ 
feats, was very much affiifred on account of 
this, and demanded a Diftator. Coffus nomi¬ 
nated Mamercus iEmilius, who chofe him Ge- 


71 Jamercus 
J£ milliuis 
nominated 


neral of the horfe. This was the fame iEmili •Dilator. 


us, whom the Cenfors pretended to degrade by 
their injurious treatment of him. But the mark 
of infamy, which they had fet upon him, fell 
only upon themfelves; and Rome evidenced at 
this time the little regard fhe had to their un¬ 
juft fentence, by feeking a Di&ator in a houfe 
they had fo unworthily ftigmatized. 

The Fidenates had joined the Veientes; and, 

2s if the war could not properly commence 
without guilt on their fide, they fullied their 
arms with the blood of all the hew inhabitants, 


which Rome had fent amongft them as a colo¬ 
ny, in the fame manner as they had formerly 
murdered her ambafladors. The enemy efta- tor c £ n CO u- 

blifhed the feat of the war at Fidenae. rages tht 

Rome was in a great alarm. The troops Pc f le ’ 
who had done their duty fo ill againft the Vei -^ ch ^‘ rl 

O a entes, lamed. 
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A.R.329. entes, had been recalled. Their late defeat had 
Ant. C. difcouraged them. They were made to encamp 

before the gate Colima . Guards were polled on 
the walls, the adminiftration of juftice was fuf- 
pended, the fhops were (hut; and all things re- 
fembled a camp more than a city. The Dicta¬ 
tor, feeing the People in fo great a confterna- 
tion, thought it incumbent on him to encou¬ 
rage them before he fet out, and fummoned the 
Affembly. When the citizens were met, he 

afcended the Tribunal, and began by reproach¬ 
ing them “ for fuffering themfelves to be fo 
“ much difmayed by the minuted accidents; 
“ that an inconfiderable lofs, not occafioned by 
the enemy’s valour, nor the cowardice of the 
“ Roman army, but by the difcord of the Ge- 
“ nerals, had on a fudden quite damped their 

“ courage, and made them afraid of an enemy 
“ they had fo often defeated.” He added, 
* c That both the Romans and the enemy were 
the fame they had been during fo many ages *, 
iC that they had the fame courage, the fame 
* c drength of body, and the fame arms. That 
cc as to himfelf, he was the fame Dilator Ma- 
<c mercus ^Emilius, who had heretofore routed 
“ the armies of the Veientes and Fidenates, 
“ fupported by the Falifci. That his General 
“ of the horfe was the fame ColTus, who, when 
“ only one of the Tribunes of a legion, after 
c< having killed Lars Tolumnius, King of the 
“ Veientes, in the fight of the two armies, had 
** adorned the temple of Jupiter Feretrius with 
46 new Royal fpoils. That therefore they (hould 
u remember, that they had triumphs, fpoils., 
a and viftory, on their fide *, and that on the 
“ enemy’s, there was only the guilt of mur- 
45 dering ambafiadors contrary to the law of 

nations, the maflacre pf the colony of Fide- 

4 46 nse 
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66 nse at a time of perfect peace, the violation A.R. 329. 
“ of the truce, and revolts feven times repeated, Anr * c * 

“ notwithftanding the bad fcccefs with which 4231 
tc they had been always attended. That with 
<c thefe thoughts they fhould take arms and 
c< follow him. That he did not doubt, affoon 
“ as the two armies faced each other, that the 
u enemy would not rejoice long for the flight 
“ advantage they had gained ; and that on the 
“ contrary the Roman People would eafily 
44 comprehend, that they who had nominated 
44 him Dictator for the third time, had done 
44 the Commonwealth better fervice, than thofe 
44 who had fet a mark of infamy on his fecond 
44 Didlatorlhip, becaufe he had fet bounds to 
44 the tyranny of the Cenfors.” 

The Diftator, after having facrificed and Viftory 
made vows to the gods, took the field, and en- i j ,e 

camped fifteen hundred paces beyond Fidense, Fide- 

fupporting his right with the mountains, and nates . 
his left with the Tiber. He ordered Quintius 
Pennus his lieutenant, to feize the mountains, 
and make himfelf mailer of the eminence in the 
enemy’s rear, where he might eafily conceal 
himfelf. The next day the Hetrurians, em¬ 
boldened by the viftory they had gained a little 
before, offering battle, the Diftator, affoon as 
he was informed that Quintius was matter of 
the eminence,' gave alfo the fignal, and made 
his infantry advance fall againft the enemy, after 
having dire&ed the General of the horfe not to 
begin the battle till he received his orders : that 
he would give him the fignal at. a proper time ; 
and that he had only to think then of fupport¬ 
ing the honour he had acquired by the Royal 

armies charged each other, and fought 
with great ardour on both fries. A juft defire 

0 3 of 
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A R.329. of revenge, joined with contempt and indigna- 
An:. C. t : onj animated the Romans ftrongly againft the 

Veientes and Fidenates, whom they called per¬ 
fidious allies, cowardly enemies, and infraCtors 
of truces, polluted with the blood of ambaffa- 
dors, and of thofe who inhabited the fame city 
with them. They had already begun to give 
way before the firft charge, when the gates of 
FideniE were on a fudden thrown open, and a 
troop of people, armed with fire and flaming 
torches, C2me out, who fell upon the Romans 
like fo many madmen. This new form of fight 
at firft furprized and confounded the Romans, 
when the Dictator, after having ordered Coflus 
to advance with the cavalry, and Quintius to 
defeend from the mountains, flew to the left 


wing, which thofe unexpected fires had put into 
dilbrder. * How is this, foldiers , faid he ; are 

you conquered with /moke like an hive of bees , and 
do you quit your pejis , and give way before ene¬ 
mies without arms ? What then is become of the 
Roman valour ? If you are to Jight with fire and 
not the [word , go, take thofe burning torches out of 
the bands of the enemy , and turn them againft Ft- 
den<t, in order to dejtroy a city with its own 
flames, which you have not been able to conciliate 
by veur favours. On thefe words the Romans 
relumed courage, and armed themfelves with 
the torches that had been thrown at them, or 
which they had taken from the enemy. It was 
no longer a battle, but a kind of conflagration. 
At the fame time Coflus advanced full fpeed 
with the cavalry, and charging with incredible 
impetuofity into the midft o\ the flames, which 
did not frighten the horfes as at firft they had 
the men, he beat down and trampled under foot 
all before him. 


At 
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At this inftant new cries were heard, which A.R. 329. 
furprized and terrified both armies. The Difta- Ant.C. 
tor informed his troops, that it was Quintius at- 425 * 
tacking the enemy’s rear by his order; and then 
with great cries he made them renew the fight 
with more ardour than before. The enemy 
were in extreme confufion, when they faw them-' 
felves attacked at the fame time in front and 
rear, and that they could neither retire into their 
camp, nor to the mountains, from whence the 
new enemy were come down upon them. Moft 
of the Veientes fled in diforder towards the Ti¬ 
ber, in order to pafs it, and return home : but 
very few of them efcaped. Some were killed 
upon the banks; others were pulhed into the 
river, and fwaliowed up by the waves •, and 
even thofe that could fwim were drowned 
through wearinefs, wounds, and fear. As to the 
Fidenates, the few that remained of them made 
towards Fidenae through their own camp. The 
Romans purfued them thither, efpecially Quin¬ 
tius, whofe troops were (till frefh, from their 
not having come down from the mountains till 
towards the end of the battle. Having entered 
pell-mell with the enemy, they got upon the 
walls, and made a fignal that the city was taken. 

Affoon as the Di&ator perceived it, he marched 
thither with his troops, and advanced to the ci¬ 
tadel, whither the foldiers and citizens were fly¬ 
ing in crowds. The flaughter was great, till 
the Fidenates laid down their arms, and fur ren¬ 
dered at difcretion, alking only to have their 
lives fpared. The city and camp were plun¬ 
dered by the troops. The Dictator returned to 
Rome, and triumphed at the head of his victo¬ 
rious army . laden with fpoils. Mamercus 
laid down the DiCtatorfhip fixteen days af¬ 
ter he received it, which made people doubt, 

O 4 ' whether 
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whether his moderation was not ftill greater than 
his valour; and left the city, which he found 
in extreme conftemation, in the moft profound 
peace and tranquility. 

A.R.330. A. Sempronius Atratinus. 

Ant. c. L. Quint 1 us Cincinnatus. 

4 22 * L. Furius Medulunus. 

L. Horatius-Barbatus. 

A truce for twenty years was granted to the 
Veientes, and one only for three years to the 
JEqui, though they had demanded it for a longer 
term. 


A. Claudius Crassus, &c; 

Ant. c?** The games which had been vowed during 
421. the war, were now celebrated with great folem- 

nity, and a vail concourfe of the neighbouring 
people, who were highly fatisfied with the kind 
and engaging manner, in which the Romans 
praftifed hofpitality in regard to them. 

After the celebration of thefe Games, the Tri- 
Crttfifc/fffjkunes, highly difcontented and enraged, that 
ofteeTri* the Plebeians could not obtain a fingle place 
fanti cr. amongft the Military Tribunes, though that de- 
^^^-fpended abfolutely upon the People, made great 
beirg complaints to them upon that head in their ha¬ 
rangues. They reproached the multitude, “ that 
“ their blind and ftupid admiration for thofe 
tc they really hated at bottom, made them con¬ 
tinue voluntarily in eternal Davery ; that they 
not only did not dare to afpire at the Con- 
fulfhip, but that even in the nomination of 
Military Tribunes, in which they had ah 
equal right with the Senate, they forgot them- 
“ felves, and thofe attached to them. They 
added, that they ought not to wonder if none 

“ con- 
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44 concerned themfelves any longer in defence A.R. 331. 
“ of the interefts of the People. ( a ) That per-^ nt *^- 
44 fons expofed themfelves willingly to labours 421 * 

44 and dangers of all kinds for thofe from whom 
44 they might reafonably expe£b advantage and 
44 honours. That men would be capable of un* 

44 dertaking all things, if the greatnefs of re- 
44 wards anfwered that of their endeavours. But 
44 for a Tribune of the People to plunge head- 
44 long into difputes, in which he could forefee 
41 nothing but dangers and no advantage; and 
44 from which the only fruits he could promife 
44 himfelf were implacable hatred and eternal 
44 perfection on the fide of the Senators, and 
44 on that of the People, for whom he con- 
44 tended, a total ..oblivion of all his interefts: 

44 this was what could neither be expected nor 
44 required. That great honours generate great 
44 courages. That no Plebeian would defpife 
44 himfelf, if he ceafed to be defpifed by others. 

44 That at leaft they ought to make trial of 
44 fome of them, to experience what they are 
44 capable of, and to fee if it were fo prodi- 
44 gious a thing to find a man of valour and 
44 merit amongft the People. That, after ma- 
44 ny conflifts, they had prevailed that Mili- 
44 tary Tribunes with Confular authority might 
44 be elefted out of the People. That Plebei- 
44 ans, generally efteemed for the fervices they 
44 had rendered the State both in peace and war, 

44 had offered themfelves as candidates for that 
44 dignity. That in the firft years, they had 
44 been fliamefully rejefted, and made to ferve 

44 only 


(a) Eb impend! labotem. 
ac periculum unde emolu¬ 
ment urn atque honos fpere- 
tur. Nihil non aggrenuros 


homines, fi magna conatis 
magna pr»mia : proponantur, 

ldV% 
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A.R. 33 *-“ only for the laughter of the Patricians; that 
■» ^ 9 

Ant. u. C4 they h a d f ince cea f ec j ro produce themfelves 
4 “ * ct on the like occafion, to avoid being made a 

“ fight, and experiencing fo fenfible an af- 
<c front. That they faw no reafon why they 
u did not entirely abolifh a law, that gave a 
“ Right, of which they were never to make • 
45 ufe. That, whatever injuftice there might 
“ be in fuch a proceeding, it would be lei's 
“ fhameful for them not to be admitted into an 
“ office from which they were excluded by 
cc law, than to exclude themfelves as unworthy 
“ of it. 3 * 

This kind of harangues were heard with plea- 
fure, and received with applaufes. They indu¬ 
ced fome Plebeians to offer themfelves as can¬ 
didates for the office of Military Tribune, pro- 
mifing the People, that during their admini- 
firacion they would pafs laws in favour of their 
imerefts; as, for diftributing the lands belong¬ 
ing to the public, eftabliffiing new colonies for 
the relief of the citizens, and impofing a fixed 
tax upon the proprietors of lands for the pay¬ 
ment of the armies. The Military Tribunes 
actually in office, were not ignorant of all that 
paffed amongft the. People. They took the 
advantage of a feafon when few of the magi- 
ftrates were at Rome; and having clandeftinely 
given the Senators advice to repair thither at a 
certain day, the Senate, in the abfence of the 
Tribunes of the People, decreed, that, as there 
was advice, that the Volfci had taken the field 
to ravage the country of the Hernici, the mili¬ 
tary Tribunes fhould fet out immediately to in¬ 
form themfelves upon the fpot concerning the 
faft, and that in the mean time the affembly 
for the eledlion of Confuls Ihould be held. 
They left the collegue to govern Rome upon 

whofe 
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.whofc tenacioufnefs they could moft rely : this A.R. 331. 
. was Appius Claudius, the fon of the Decern- Ant * c * 

. vir, a young magiftrate of great fire and au- 42 * 
dacity, and who had imbibed from his cradle 
an hatred for the People and their Tribunes. 

He immediately fummoned the affembly, and 
Coniuls were chofen. The Tribunes of the 


People were furprized and confounded at their 
return, and were incapable of acting any thing 
either with refpeft to thofe who had paffed the 
decree and were abfent, or Appius, the affair 
being intirely over and compleated. 

1 do not know whether it was confident for 


fo grave and venerable a body as the Senate, to 
employ fuch little arts, as it did upon this oc- 

cafion for the election of Confuls. I find fome- 

■ • 


thing much more noble in the conduft of the 
People, and cannot fufficiently admire it. Anir 
mated by their Tribunes, they had made the utr 
moft efforts, and proceeded to the laft extremi¬ 
ties, for being admitted to lhare in the Conful- 
Jfhip. All is in a flame, and there is no danger 
that is not to be feared, fo enraged do the po¬ 
pulace appear, and fo ready to commit the 
greateft violences. The Senate give way, and 
grant the Plebeians what they demand, chang¬ 
ing only the name. The People immediately 
chufe three Military Tribunes with Confular au¬ 
thority, and not one of them Plebeians. What 
then is become of this fury of the People, rea¬ 
dy to fubvert all things ? Like thofe violent and 
momemtary ftorms that leave no traces behind 
them, it changes immediately into a wifdom 
and moderation, which have no example. It 
would perhaps feem lefs wonderful, that the 
People, charmed with the condefcenfion of the 
Senate, in the firft moments and tranfport of 
their joy, fhould pique themfelves upon not 

1 giving 

s 
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1. giving place to that auguft Body, and upon 

nobly renouncing their own interefts. But, not- 
withftanding the warm and continual follicita- 
tion of the Tribunes, to perfift in the fame fen- 
timents during fo many years, for twenty are 
already pad fince the inftitution of Military 
Tribunes, and as many more will pafs without 
any Plebeians being admitted into that office ; 
this is what feems to me above all praife. 
There is reafon to believe that the People 
thought and afted in this manner out of efteem 
for the wifdom and condud of the Senators, in 
whofe hands they deemed the authority of the 
government better lodged than in thofe of the 
Plebeians. An expreffion in the harangue of 
the Tribunes which I have repeated above feems 
to infinuate this. They reproach the People, 
that their blind and ftupid admiration of the Se¬ 
nators makes them condemn themfelves to eter¬ 
nal flavery, quod admiratione eorum quos odijfent 
Jlupens, in £terno feipfa ftrvitio ttnmnt . This 
then, according to the Tribunes, is the People’s 
feafon for not being willing hitherto to admit 
Plebeians into the firft dignities of the date. 
Could any thing do them greater honour ? 

C. Semp ron 1 us Atratin vs. 

ap ABIUS V IBULANUS. 

There happened this year a thing not imme¬ 
diately affedting Rome, but which merits a 
- place here, becaufe the city to which it relates 
■ will have a great part hereafter in the Roman 
hiftory. The Samnites had long made war 
.with the Hetrurians, moft probably upon ac- 
• count of a city called at that time Vulturnum, 
in the dependance of the latter. The Hetruri- 
ans, weary of the length and expences of the 
war, confented at length that the Samnites 

fhould 
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fhould fend a colony into Vultumum, and that A.R. 332 . 
it fhould be put into poffeifion of part of the A > nt ‘ c * 
city and country adjacent. Some time after, 4 " 0 ' 
the Samnites, taking advantage of a public fo- 
lemnity, which was paffed in feafting and mer¬ 
riment, murdered in the night all the firft in¬ 
habitants, whom they found buried ,in wine and 
(leep, and became, by that horrid maflacre, 
foie matters and poffeffors of the city. They 
changed its name, and called it Capua, from 
Capys their chief, or for fome other reafon. 

The report of the extraordinary preparations^^, 
for war made by the Volfci, were found to b e»aie cam- 
pnly too true. Sempronips marched again ft/>*&**/ 
them. He was a general of great valour, po- Trinjhbt 
pular, and familiar with the foldiers, by whom Tlji 
he was adored; but he was more a foldier him- 

felf than a great captain, and made war as if 
valour alone fufficed for difcharging all the du¬ 
ties of a commander in chief. As he led a 
victorious army againfi: a conquered enemy, he 
took none of thofe precautions, which may be 
confidered as certain pledges of good fuccefs. 

He formed no body of referve, difpofed his 
horfe very ill, and adted in every thing with 
the utmoft negligence, alluring bimfelf of vic¬ 
tory. The Volfci undeceived him. When they 
came to a battle, the Romans made no great re¬ 
finance, and foon gave way. It was in vain 
for the Conful to employ exhortations or re¬ 
proaches. When fear has once feized the fol¬ 
dier, he fees and hears the example and orders 
of his general no longer. The Romans heark¬ 
ened to nothing, and the whole army was upon 
the point of being routed, when a fimple 

curio 


* The horfe of each legion cer <who commanded one, was 
•wat divided into Decurize, called Decurio. 
cwjjfting of ten men . The off • 
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A.R. 332. curio of the horfe, called Tempanius, prevented 
Anc. C. a tota j defeat. That brave man, feeing all give 

Great wa Y’ anc ^ ^at cava l r y> which the Conful had 
cahn of left in a place where the ways were fo broken 
Tar.pani- that it could not act, cried out with a loud voice 
w, v.bicb t0 t h e horfe to difmount, if they would fave the 
ar*j * commonwealth. The horfe obeyed to a man, 

as if the Conful himfelf had given that order, 
If we do not flop the enemy , faid he, the Roman 
power is no more. Fellow my lance inftead of an 
tnfign, and jhew both the Romans and Voljci, that 
cn foot as well as on borfeback nothing is able to re- 
Jift you. All raifed a great cry to exprels their 
approbation *, and he advanced at the head of 
them with his lance raifed. They charged 
where the Romans were molt preffed. Where- 
ever they appeared, they re-inftated the battle, 
and if their number had admitted them to (hew 


themfelves every where, they would undoubted¬ 
ly have obliged the enemy to fly. As their im- 
petuofity could not be fuftained, the general of 
the Volfci ordered his troops to open them a 
way where they attacked, till that new battalion 
being too far advanced, fhould be feparated 
from the reft of the army. This happened ac¬ 
cordingly, and is a very ufual fault with victo¬ 
rious troops. Thofe brave foldiers could not 
return the fame way they had entered, the ene¬ 
my having clofed and ftrengthened their line 
extremely in that part of it, to prevent them 
from getting back. The Conful and Roman 
legions having loft fight of the battalion in 
which their whole force confifted, and appre¬ 
hending, that thofe generous troops would be 

overpowered by the enemy, made the utmoft 
efforts to find and rejoin it. The Volfci, on 
one fide, ftrongly repulfed the Conful and legi¬ 


ons, 
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ons, and on the other charged Tempanius and A.R. 332. 
his foldiers with vigour. The latter, after hay- Ant - 
ing made many attempts, but always ineffeftu- 420, 
ally, to break through the enemy, and return 
to the grofs of their own army, feized an emi¬ 
nence, where they drew up in an orb, and de¬ 
fended themfelves with a courage, that coft the 
Volfci abundance of blood. Only the night 
put an end to the battle. The Conful, on his 
fide, continued to fuftain and repel the enemy, 
as long as any light remained; when both fides 
drew off, without knowing which had gained 
the viftory. The terror was fo great in both 
armies, that each believing themfelves defeated, 
left their wounded men with a great part of their 
baggage in their camp, and retired to the neigh¬ 
bouring mountains. The Volfci however fur- 
rounded the eminence till midnight, when being 
informed that their camp was abandoned, and 
believing their army defeated, they went off as 
they could. 

Tempanius, who did not doubt but he (hould 
be attacked as foon as it was light, was very 
much furprized at day-hreak to fee neither 
friends nor enemies. He could not conceive 
what was become of the two great armies, 
which occupied the plain a Tew hours before, 
and went himfelf firft to view the camp of the 
Volfci, and afterwards that of the Romans. He 
found the fame folitude, and faiy only fome 
wounded men who had not been able to follow 
the grofs of their army, in both. From thence 
he went immediately to the field of battle, 

where nothing prefented themfelves to his view 
but dead and dying fnen, and the dreadful fcene 
ufual the next day after a battle. He then car¬ 
ried off with him as many of the wounded as he 

could. 
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AR. iiu could, and not knowing what route the Con- 
Ant. C. taken* marched by the fhorteft way for 

* i0 ' Rome. 

The news of this unfortunate battle, and of 


the camp’s being abandoned* had already fpread 
there, and occafioned a general confirmation in 
every family. The lofs of the cavalry was par¬ 
ticularly deplored, who were believed to have 
been entirely cot to pieces. The Conful Fabius, 
to prevent furprize, had potted troops at the 
gates. A body of armed men perceived at a 
great diftance, gave the city new terror, and it 
was feared that they were the enemy. That 
Fear foon changed into inconceivable gladnefs, 
when it was difcovered that thefe troops were 
the horfe, who were believed dead. Nothing 
was heard throughout the city but acclamations 
of joy. Their mothers and wives, quite out of 
their fenfes, and forgetting the decency of their 
fex, ran to meet them, and with faces bathed in 
tears, tenderly embraced their children and huf- 
bands, whom they faw again contrary to all 
expedition. 

frtmpani' The Tribunes of the People expreffed their 
'*i's wifi virulence againft the Patricians at a very wrong 
anfwer t Q on this occafion. They had cited M. Po- 

ft 0 ™ 118 and T. Quintius before the People, on 
the p/cpU. account of .the battle of Veil, loft by their fault 

four or five years before. The prefent feemed 
a favourable occafion for reviving that affair 
Having fummoned the affembly, they repre- 
fented with abundance of warmth and vivacity, 
that the faulrof the two generals at Veii having 
remained unpuniChed, had made way for what 
had happened againft the Volfci, where the Con¬ 
ful had betrayed his array, abandoned the bra- 
veil of the cavalry to be cut to pieces, and 
fhamefully deferted his camp. One of the Tri¬ 
bunes, 
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buries,. called C. * Villius, caufed the Knight A. ^.332. 
Tempanius to be cited, and interrogated him Aut " c * 
juridically before the whole affembly in thefe^ 20, 
terms. “ Tempanius> I ajk yon.whether you 
4 6 ' believe that the Conful Sempronius gazfe battle 
4i at a proper time, whether he pojled a body of 
cc referve for the fecurity of the army, and whe- 
4c ther he difeharged any of the ditties of a good 
4 ‘ Conful ? I afk you again, when you faw the 
“ legiorn routed f , whether you did not, of your own 
<c accord, the horfe difmount , reinftate 

44 the battle? Whether, when you and your foU 
u lowers were feparated from the reft of the ar - 
t , c wy, Conful aided you in per fan, or fen t you 
44 any aid? Whether you were joined by any re - 
cc inf or cement the next day? Whether you and your 
44 00 / penetrate to our camp in effetiof 

4tr yowr own courage ? Whether you found the Con - 
“ ful or the army there ? or whether you did not 
“ ■find it abandoned by all , dwytf the ftek and 
<c wounded, that had been left in it ? As you are 
<c ^ of truth, W £y whofe valour alone 
a tfmy was preferved, you are to anfwer to 
u all thefe heads faithfully , W without difgni - 
4 c - * »y thing ; W alfo to tell me, where 
<c Scmpronius and the legions are? Whether you 
u abandoned the Conful, or the Conful you? And 
44 lajlly, whether we gained the viblory, or were 
iC defeated?” 

The affair was delicate and perplexing to a 
foldier, who was unwilling either to depart from 
truth, or accufe his general. ( a) The anfwer of 

Tern- 

*• He is called C. Julius in [a) Adverfus hsec Tempa- 
the text. The Julii were Pa- nii oratio incoinpta fuifle di- 
tricians , and confequently could citur , c.eterum militariter 
not be ‘tribunes of the People, gravis, non fuis van a laudi- 
Sigonius conjectures with much bus, non crimine alieno Ise- 
probability on bis fide , that ta. Li<v. 

C. Villi us fhould be read here. 

VOL. II. 
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A. R-332-Tempanius was Ample and foldierly, that is to 

Ant. c. fay, without ornament, but full of good fenfe 

and dignity •, and he equally avoided fetting 
himfdf off, and accufing or leffening others.. 
It was, “ That it did not become a foldier to 
“ pafs his judgment upon the military abilities 
44 of his general: that the People Ihould have 
“ made that enquiry, when they elefted him 
“ Conful. That therefore he Ihould not be 
“ afked what he thought of the plan and de- 
44 figns of Sempronius as to the operations of 
“ the war, upon which he conceived the mod 
56 expert in the art military might find it diffi- 

44 cult to anfwer. That as to him, he could 
u only fpeak what he faw, which was, That 
“ before he was feparated from the grofs of the 

45 army, he faw the Conful fighting at the head 
44 of the troops, exhorting them* and repairing 
44 in perfon wherever the danger was greateft :■ 

46 that afterwards himfelf and his followers loft 
44 fight of him. That however, by the noife 
u and cries which he heard, he judged that the 
44 battle had been continued till night 3 and 
“ that the numbers of the enemy had prevent- 
“ ed the Conful from penetrating to the emi- 
44 nence he had feized. That he did not know 
44 where the army was; but conjeftured, that 
44 as himfelf and his followers had taken the 
44 advantage of an eminence for their defence, 
46 the Conful had fought a proper place to en- 
44 camp, for the better fecurity of himfelf and 
46 his army. That he believed the troops of 
44 the Volfci were in no better condition than 
44 thofe of the Romans: and that the night had 
“ equally prevented the two armies from 
44 knowing how to aft, or what was become of 
44 each other.” For the reft, he defired they 
would favour him fo far as not to detain him 

any 
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any longer, being in great need of reft after his A. R.332. 
fatigues, and to get his wounds dreft. And in- Ant - c * 
deed, the Tribune was very unreafonable, to 420 ’ 
ftop, as he did, a foldier fo much fatigued as 
Tempanius muft have been, for the fake of in¬ 
terrogations fo little necefiary and fo abfurd. 

He returned home with the higheft praifes and 
applaufes of the whole People, who admired 
the wifdom and moderation of his anfwer ftill 
more than the valour and good condud, with 
which he had fo lately fought the enemies of 
his country. 

But the Tribunes continued their proceedings 
againft the two commanders they had cited be¬ 
fore the People. As the multitude were highly 
afflifted with what had happened againft the 
"Volfci, and very much diflatisfied with their 
generals, Poftumius was condemned in a fine: 
but as for Quintius, his great aftions fince the 
unfortunate battle of Veii, and the regard of 
the People for his father Cincinnatus, and his 
(1) grandfather Q, Capitolinus, fpared him ■ 
that affront, and he was acquitted. 

The People amongft the reft of the Tribunes 
nominated Sex. Tempanius, A..Sellius, L. 
Antiftius, and Sex. pGmpilius, though abfent. 

The three Jaft were the principal perfons of the 
Knights, who had followed Tempanius in the 
generous aftion we have juft related. This 

P 2 Ihews 


( 1 ') Quintius Capitolinus tha thawing fo Jhcrt a time to 
mentioned here furvived Cin - live , they would not fuffer him 
cinnatuS) who was Dictator to carry the Jad news of their 
after fourfcore: from whence , feverity to Cincinnatus: ex- 
and what he fays above in aftas jam aetatis Capitolinus 
Ccefo Quintius s trial , Capita - Quintius, fuppliciter orans, 
Unus fhould rather have been ne fe brevi reliquo vitas fpa^ 
the uncle than grandfather both tio tam triftem nu ncium feire 
of this Conful and Ccefo. Livy ad Cincinnatum paccrentur. 
fays , he implored the People, Liv. L 4. c. 41. 
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A. R.332. (hews that the People are fenfible to merit, and 
Am C. afe nQt q ow j n rewarding it. The valour alone 

of thole four noble foldiers had made intereft 
for them in their abfence. 

The Confulfhip having given great difguft 
this year, Military Tribunes were elected for 
tfte next. 


A.R.333 

Ant. L. 

4 r 9* 


L. Manlius Capitolinus, &c. 

The beginning of this year, L. Hortenfius, 
Tribune of the People, cited Sempronius the 
Conlul of the 1 aft year to take his trial. His four' 
coile2;ues mentioned above defired him not to 
proceed with rigour againft their general, who 
could be reproached with nothing but his ill 
fortune. As the Tribune feemed averfe to com¬ 
plying with their requeft, they declared, that if 
he perfifted in his refolution, they would change 
habits with the accufed, prefent themfelves to 
the People as fuppiiants, and implore their 
pity for a general, who had always treated 
them with great goodnefs, and whom they 
looked upon as their father. Hortenfius could 
hold out no longer againft fuch moving and no¬ 
ble fentiments. The Roman People, Paid he, 
(hall not fee their Tribunes in the garb of fup¬ 
piiants and criminals. I defift from proceeding 
Ggavtft Sempronius, as he has known how, during 
his command, to make bis foidiers love him fa well. 
And indeed, that is an exceedingly great merit, 
and a ojory to which generals cannot too much 
afpire. [a) The People and Senate equally ad¬ 
mired both the'warm gratitude of the four Tri¬ 
bunes, and the facility with which Hortenfiua 
complied with fuch juft intreaties. 

SECT. 


f/il Nee pietzs qaatuor 
Tribunorum, Horten- 
iii tzai pheabde ad juftas 


preces ingenmm, 
Plebi Patribufque 
fuit. Lh .' 


pariter 

gratior 
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SECT. IV. 


2*3 


Two new Quxftors for the army are infUtutcd , 
which officers are fill chofen out of the Patri¬ 
cians . Functions of the Sficefiors. Sempronius 
is fined. AVeftal virgin acetified and acquitted. 
Confpiracy of the Jlaves fiifled in its birth . 
Mifunderftanding of the generals followed with 
their defeat , which is retrieved by the Dictator. 
Poftumius , one of the Military. Tribunes , is 
ffioned by his army t Puniflment of that murder . 
Various .divifions and wars. The Plebeians 
attain the Shiffilorfinp. War againft the Volfci, 
New troubles in the -commonwealth . Pay cf 
the Homan■ infantry firfi mftituted. Siege of 
■ Veil begun. 


Numerius Fabius Vib-ulanus. 




T«;Qwntius Capitolinus. 


A. R.334* 
. Ant. C. 
418. 


• 1 • • 

Ik TO.thi^g ;confiderablepa.fied without doors 

-during this ConfuHhip; but there was 
abundance of agitation within, and it is eafy to 
judge that the Tribunes were at the bottom of 
it. • 


Till then there had been only two Quarters, Avw an- 
whofe ftmftiqns were confined to the city, and wmipu#- 
who had always been elefted out of the bod 
of the Patricians. The Confuls propofed the*/* (lilt 


of the 


Pa¬ 


tricians. 


creation of two more, to follow the Confuls and c W cn out 
generals to the field, and whofe province fhould 
extend folely to war. The Tribunes did not 
rejeft this propofal, but they demanded, that 

part of the Quaeftors fhould be elected out of 
the Plebeians. The Senate, after great difputes, 
confented, that the fame fhould take place in 

V A 

refpeft to the Quaeftors as to the Military Tri- 

P 3 buncs, 
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334-bunes, and that the People fhould be at liberty 
to chufe them indifferently out of the Patricians 
cr Plebeians. But this condefcenfion, though 
it coft the Senate much reluftance, did not 
fatisfy the Tribunes. Inftrufted by what hap¬ 
pened in the election of Military Tribunes, they 
in lifted upon its being decreed, that the Quae- 
ftors fhould be abfolutely chofen half Patricians 
and half Plebeians. The Senate, the more ea- 
fily to terminate this affair, defired exceedingly 
to proceed to the eleftion of Confuls: for the 
time was arrived. It was neceffary for them to 
pafs a decree for that purpofe, which the Tri¬ 
bunes oppofed. 

The Confuls having quitted their office, an 
interregnum enfued, which continued a confide- 
rable time, through the new difficulties which 
were ftarted every day, and urged very warm¬ 
ly on both Tides. At length, on the remon- 
ftrances of L. Papirius Mugillanus, who had 
been appointed Inter-rex after feveral others, an 
accommodation was concluded, in which each 
fide feerned to abate fomething of their preten- 
fions. Its purport was, that the Senate fliould 
fuffer Military Tribunes to be nominated in the 
room cf Confuls; and that the Tribunes of the 
People Ihould not oppofe the election of Quae- 
ftors indifferently out of the two orders. 

They began by cbufing Military Tribunes. 
They were all Patricians. 



L. Quin- 



215 


Q. Cincinnati, &c. Mil. Trib. 


L. Quintius Cincinnati, III. ^ R 335- 

Sex. Furius Medullinus, II, An j’ 

M. Manlius. 4i ~* 

A. Sempronius Atratinus. 


The ele&ion of Quaeftors came on next, 
Sempronius prefided in the aflembly held for 
that purpofe. Amongft feveral Plebeians, who 
were candidates for that office, were the fon of 
Antiftius, and a brother of Pompilius, both Tri¬ 
bunes 06 the People. Their credit was great; 
ftrong intereft was made and. they omitted 
nothing that might acquire them the honour of 
being the firft to introduce the Quxftorfhip into 
the Plebeian order, the one in favour of his fon, 
and the other of his brother. Their endeavours 
were however abortive, and the People could 
/lot help preferring the nobility, whofe fathers 

and grandfathers they had feen difeharge the 

fun 6 tion$ of the Confulffiip with dignity and 

The Tribunes in effed were in the higheft 
fury, efpecially thofe whom that difgraceful dif- 
.^ppointment perfonally affeded, They faid, 
44 That they could not conceive how the Peo- 
44 pie could be fo infenfible to the fervices they 
44 had done them, the ill treatment they had 
44 received from the Senators, the earned re- 
u queft of two of their Tribunes in behalf of 
44 a fon and a brother, and the pleafurc of pof- 
44 feffing a new dignity that offered itfelf to 
44 them, as to be able to perfevere tenacioufly 
44 in refufing to reward any Plebeian, not only 
44 with the office of MilitaryTribunes, but now 
44 with the Quseftorffiip.” They cried out that 
there mud infallibly have been fome fraud in 
reporting the fuffrages, and that Sempronius, 

P 4 who 
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A.R. 335- who had taken them, ought to be called to an 
Ant. C. 2CC0unr# But as he was a perfon of diftinguifti- 

Sn^ntKus probity., whom his innocence and the dig- 
find. nity of his office placed out of their reach, they 

turned their whole indignation againft his kinf- 
man C. Sempronius. They revived the affair of 
the laid battle, and cited him to take his trial 
before the People. Notwirhftanding all the 
endeavours ufed by the Senators in his favour, 
they could not prevent him from being con'* 
demned in a fine. 

Summary defeription of the functions of the Qite- 

jlorjhip . 

Shtaftor is properly what we call treafurer. 
It is derived {a) from a Latin word that fig- 
nifies to enquire, becaufe to enquire into the 
public revenues, and feme-times into criminal 
affairs, was confided to the care of the Quaeftors. 

Only two were created at firft, whofe funfti- 
ons did not extend beyond the city. Authors 
do not agree concerning the time of their infti- 
tution. The moft common opinion places it 
in the reisn of Tullus Hoftilius, or in tffeCon- 

4 —/ 0 

fulfhip of Valerius Publicola, the firft year af¬ 
ter the expulfion of the Tarquins. There were 
two Quseftors annually chofen, and of the Pa¬ 
trician order. 

I.:v Li. Jc was the Quseftors, who profecuted Sp. 

Caffius before the People, (Livy mentions 
c 2if 2r Qusffors for the firft time in thatpaffage) and 
Liv.'l. / who a!fo accufed M. Volfcius. 
c - 45 - The two Quseftors of the city, who till then 

had been chofen by the Kings, according to 
thofe who aferibe the inflitution of them to 

Tullus 

{a. Qaaftore? a qu^rendo publicas pecunias, & malcfi- 
di:u fun:, qui conquirerent cia. Van. 1. 4 .. de ling. Lot. 
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Tullus Hoftilius, and afterwards by the Con- ^-£3 5 * 
fids ; two others were added to ferve abroad 
and in the armies die 334th year of Rome. 

The People prevail’d to have it ordained, that 
■for the future the Quseftors might be chofen in¬ 
differently out of it he Plebeians and Patricians/ 

The Quaeftorsof the city had the keeping of 
the public treasury,, .called ALrarium , which was 
in the temple of Saturn. They -depofited there 
•the furns paid into their hands by the tax- 
farmers of the Roman people, thofe which 
were raifed by the lale of fpoils taken from the 
enemy, and all die public revenues in general. 
Theyjkept an .exact regifter of receipts and dif- 
burfements, and delivered no fum without the- 
Order-of the Confuls or the Senate. When the 
army was upon .the point of taking the field, 

■they cook, the enligos out of the public treafury 
where itkey were kept, and ca&fed them to be 
carried to the Conful. The commonwealth alfo 
charged them with the care of lodging Ambaf- 
fadors, of fupplying them with all neceffarieg, 
and-giving them the presents ordered by th'e 
Senate at their .departure. 

The Quaeftors for the fervice abroad were 
■created, as we have faid before, for the (a) oc- 
:.cafions of war. They had the keeping of the 
military cheft, and accompanied the Confuls 
and generals in the army, in order to take an 
account, and to fell the fpoils of the enemy, 
and elpeciall.y to provide what was neceffary for 
the fubfiftence of the^rmy. 

There were only two of thefe at firft: but 
their number was augmented in proportion to 
the conquefls of the Roman people. One was 

fent 

(a) Ut prater duos urba- bus ad minifteria belli praefto 
nos Qusftores, duo Confuli- effent. Lh. 1 . 4. c. 43. 
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• fent into each province with the Praetor, except 
Sicily which had two, becaufe it was divided 
into two parts: the one refided at Lilybaeum, 
and the other at Syracufe. Befides the milita¬ 
ry chert, of which they had the keeping, thofe 
who formed the revenues of the Roman People, 
paid the fums collected from the provinces into 
their hands, which they returned to Rome, in 
order to their being depofited in the public trea- 
iury. Sometimes, in the abfence of the Prae¬ 
tor, the care of adminiftring juftice, and even 
commanding the army, was confided to them. 

The Queftors drew lots for their different 
provinces, whether in the city, in Italy, or elfe- 
where. 

The Queftorlhip was ftot one of the great of¬ 
fices of the State, but (a) the firft ftep to them. 
It was not ufually conferred till after ten years 
fervice, that is to fay, at about the age of twen¬ 
ty feven. 

I cannot conclude this little digreffion upon 
the Quaeftorfliip better, in my opinion, than 

with a fine paffage of Cicero, wherein he re¬ 
peats the difpofition, with which he entered in¬ 
to that office. After (b) having called the gods 
to witnefs the fincericy of what he is going to 

fay: 


{ a } Qirafturaprimus gradus 
honoris, z Verr. n. 11. 

(£) 0 dii immortales-- 

ita mihi meam voluntatem 
Tpemque reliquas vit£ veftra 
populique Romani exiftima- 
tio comprobet, ut ego, quos 
adhuc mihi magiftratus po- 
pulus Romanus mandavit, 
iic eos accepi, ut me omni¬ 
um oEciorum obftringi reli- 
gione arbitrarer. Ita quceftor 
fumfadus, ut mihihonorem 
ilium non tam datum quam 


creditum ac commilTum pu- 
tarem. Sic obtinui quaeflu- 
ram in provinda, ut omnium 
oculos in me unum conje&os 
arbitrarer: utmequaefturam- 
que meam quafi in aliquo or- 
bis terra theatro verfari ex- 
iftimarem ; ut omnia Temper, 
qure jucunda ridentur e/Te, 
non modo his extraordinariis 
cupiditatibus, ied etiam ipfi 
nature ac necefiitati dcnega- 
rem. Verr. y. n. 33. 
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fay : “ In all the employments, fays he, with A. R. 335- 
14 which the Roman People have hitherto ho- Ant - 

i A | 

noured me, I have thought myfelf obliged 
by the moft facred ties of religion to dif- 
t6 charge the duties of them worthily. When 
I was firft made Queftor, I confidered that 
dignity, not as a gift beftowed on me, but 
as a depofite confided to my vigilance and 
fidelity. When I was afterwards fent in the 
fame office into Sicily, I imagined that all 
“ eyes were fixed upon me alone, and that my- 
“ felf and office were in a manner exhibited 
u upon fome great theatre to the fight of all na- 
ec tions. With this thought I denied myfelf 
“ not only all pleafures, that induce ftrong paf- 
(( fions, but even thofe which are moft allow- 
u able and even neceffary. ,? It were to be 
wiffied that all magiftrates entered upon office 
with the fame difpofitions. 

The fame year that the number of Qucftors^*^ ac ~ 
was augmented, Poftumia, one of the Veftals y C1 ftnuHtti 

was accufed of having violated her vow of cha- 

ftity. (a) A too great care in adorning her 
perfon, and a behavour too free for a facred 
virgin, had occafioned her being fufpedted of 
that crime, not without fome foundation. She 
defended her caufc, and juftified herfelf. At 
firft a farther examination was decreed : and 
then, after fhe had been declared innocent, the 

Great 


(#) Poftumia, virgo Vella- rum abhorrens famam fAm- 
lis, de inceftu caufam dixit, pliatam, deinde abfolutam 
crimine innoxia ; * ob fufpi- pro collegii fententia, Ponti- 
cionem propter cultum amce- fex maximus abftinere jocis, 
niorem, ingeniumque liberi- colique fan&e potius quam 
us quam virginem decet, pa- fcite juffit. Li*v. 

* Ob fufpicionem &c. Tbis Latinity is fufpe&ed by Grottovius, He 
reads: ab fufpicione—parumabhorrens. Earn, &c; 

•j* Ampliat.-. By Ampliation : a term vjed nvbtn it tuas decreed by 
the judges, that the prceefs fhould be begun again , that is to Jay, tbit 
ike eaufe Jhould be tried a ftctxd at third time. 
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Great Pontiff admonifhed, her to behave with 
more prudence and lefs gaiety for the future ; 
and to have more regard to rnodefty, than tafte 
and elegance, in her drefs. 

The people of Capua about this time made 
themielvts mafters of the city of Cum£, which 
had been poffeffed till then by the Greeks, 

Agr. Menenius Lanatus, &c. 

The Haves formed a confpiracy to fee the ci¬ 
ty on fire in feveral parts, in order to feize the 
Capitol, whilft the People were imployed in 
extinguifhing it. Jupiter, fays Livy, fruftrated 

the effect of fo criminal a defign : for the Ro* 

mans referred every thing to the Divinity. 
Two of the Haves difeovered the confpiracy. 
They were rewarded with their liberty, and a 
confiderable fum of money for thofe times * 
and the moft criminal were punifhed. 

L. SergiusFidenas. 

M. Papirius Mugillanus. 

C. Servilius. 


iKiJurJer. The war with the JEqui was in a manner be- 
finding fi/ come annual. The People of Lavicum hac} 


j rll- 


tr. e Gene¬ 
ral* j 
drived 

wire their enemy, 

defeat , 


joined them. The Senate decreed that two of 
the Coniuiar Tribunes fhould march againft the 

and that the third fhould remain in the 
. city to govern it. Thefe functions were to be 
rr 'rie^d decided by lot. None of them were willing, to 
A the Die- have the latter province, as leaft honourable ; 
tator. each believed him ft If the moft capable of 

commanding the troops. As none of them 
would give place to the others, Servilius, 
father of one of them, rofe up, and laid : Since 
you ba'ce no refpeft either for the Senate or the 

Commonwealth^ paternal authority Jhall put an 

end 


3 
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to the difpute. My fon, without drawing A.R.337* 
lot 3 ^ Jhall take up an him the care of the city . / Ant * 
wifi that thofe , who are fo fond of the command 41 
0/ the army , w?/ry w/ 7 j& #/i the prudence and 

union necejfary to its fuccefs. 

• This diicourfe flicws how far the power of 
farthers extended over their children, even when 
fupreme magiftrates, and how much it was re- 
fpected at Rome. It was not thought proper 
to levy the army out all the Tribes : ten of 
them only were drawn by lot, of which the 
youth were lifted. After which the two Tri¬ 
bunes fet out. 

. The mifunderftanding, which had already be¬ 
gan to appear between them in the city, broke 
out much more in the camp, and always flowed 
from the fame principles, the high efteetn that 
each of them had for his own capacity, and 
the defire of commanding alone. Th:.y never 

agreed in opinion, and each infilled inflexibly 
upon his own. Each was for having no coun- 
fels followed, and no orders executed, but his 
own. The only point they did not edaer in, 
was to have a fupreme contempt for each c:her. 

Their diffenfion ran fo high, that the Lieute¬ 
nant Generals were obliged to remonftrate to 
them, than affairs could not fubfift upon the pre¬ 
fen t .foot •, and they prevailed upon them to di¬ 
vide their authority, and command each his day 
alternately. 

. When this, news came to Rome, Scrvilius, 
w-hofe experience was very great in effect of his 
years and employments, implored the gods, 

that they would not fuffer the dilcord of the 
Tribunes to prove fatal to the Commonwealth ; 
and forefeeing,. that fome- great calamity was at 
hand, he prefled-his fon to make the levies, in or- 

; d'er 
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der to be ready to take the field on the firft 
notice. 

He was not miftaken. Sergius, on one of 
the days that he commanded, feeing the enemy 
kept clofe within their intrenchments, believed 
it was through fear, and advanced to their 
camp, in hopes of making himfelf mailer of 
it. He was no fooner arrived at it, than the 
enemy marched out of it fuddenly, attacked the 
Romans with all their forces, and purfued them 
into the valley down the afcent with great 
Daughter. The Romans found it very difficult 
to defend their camp for that day only : but the 
next, when they faw the iEqui invefting them 
on feveral fides, they fhamefully abandoned it. 
The Generals with their Lieutenants, and their 
bell troops, who did not quit their enfigns, re¬ 
tired to Tulculum. The reft difperfed them- 
felves about the country, and by different ways 
arrived at Rome, where they reprefented the 
defeat much greater than it really was. 

The alarm was the lefs at Rome, as it was 
in fome meafure expefted, and becaufe the mi- 
litaryTribune Servilius had prepared new forces. 
Couriers, who had been difpatched to inform 
themfelves of the condition of the army, brought 
advice that the Generals and troops were at 
Tufculum, and that the enemy ftill continued 
in their old camp. But what revived the peo-' 
pie’s courage moft, was the nomination of Ser¬ 
vilius Prifcus Dictator by order of the Senate. 
He appointed his Son, one of the military Tri¬ 
bunes, his General of the horfe, by whom him¬ 
felf had been declared Diftator. Others how- 

■ 

ever fay chat Ahala Servilius was chofen Gene¬ 
ral of the horfe upon this occafion. 

The Dictator fet out with the new army, 

and having reinforced it with that at Tufculum, 

he 
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he encamped at two miles from the enemy. A.R. 337. 
The negleft and infolence, which had before ^ nt * 
appeared in the Roman Generals, went over to 415 * 
the IE qui with their good fuccefs. The Dicta¬ 
tor, after having fent his horfe in the begin¬ 
ning of the battle to charge the enemy’s front, 
which foon put them into diiorder, advanced 
with the Legions; and finding a ftandard-bearer 
ftacken his pace, he killed him with his own 
hands. The ardour of the Roman troops was 
fo great, that the iEqui could not fuftain their 
attack, and fled to their camp, the taking of 
which coft ftill lefs time and trouble than the 
battle, though very fhort. The Dictator gave 
the whole plunder of it to the troops. The 
horfe, who had purfued the enemy in their 
flight, having brought back advice, that all the 
people of Lavicum, and great part of the IE - 
qui, had retired into that city, the army marched 
thither the next day. The place was taken by 
affault, and plundered by the fokliers. 

The Dictator marched back his vi&orious 
army to Rome, and abdicated his office eight 
days after he had received it. The Senate, be¬ 
fore the Tribunes had time to fpeak of the dif- 
tribution of the lands, very judicioufly decreed 
that a colony ibould be lent to ( 1) Lavicum. 

Fifteen hundred citizens went thither, to whom 


two acres a man were given. 

A.-Menenius Lanatus II. &c. 


A.R.353. 
Ant. C. 

4 * 4 * 


A. Sempronius Atratinus III. See. A.R. 339. 

Ant. C. 

During thefe two years every thing was quiet. 4'3- 
Mascilius and Metilius, .two Tribunes of the V‘fP u,ts 

toncermng 

f copie, difiri- 

but ion of 

(I) Lavicum, or Labicum, the La tines, about fifteen miles lands, 
was a city in the country of from Rome . 
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4 * 3 - 


A R. 339. People, excited id me commotions by propofing 
Ant, C. a j aw f or diftribution of the lands belonging 

to the public: this was the ufual bait with which 
the moft feditious of the Tribunes lured the 
People. Whenever they- were for diftreffing 
the Senate, and extorting fome new privilege 
from them, they never failed to revive this old. 
pretenfion. The Abbe Vertot gives us a very 

clear account of the grounds and caufes of thefe 
divilions, which recur fo often in the Roman 
Hiftory, and of the unfurmountable difficulties- 
with whidn a diftribution of lands was attended: 
I (hall do no more than copy him in this place. 

Rome v built upon the lands of ftrangcrs, and 
originally dependent upon the city of Alba, had 
little or no territory, that it had not conquered 
fw.ord in hand. The Patricians, and thofe who 
had the greateft (hare in the government, had 
taken fome diftridts of it into their own hands* 
fubject to a certain taxation or cenfus 9 and at-a 
rent ; they afterwards appropriated fuch parts- 
of it as fuited them beft to themfelves, and 
formed them into a kind of patrimony. Long 
prefeription had covered thefe ufurpations, and' 
made it very difficult to trace the ancient bouri- 
daries that feparated what belonged to the pubi- 
lie, from what had been granted to each par¬ 
ticular. 

The Tribunes however pretended to difpolv 
fefs the ancient proprietors of thefe lands, who 
had even eredled buildings upon them. So 
odious an enquiry put the principal Houfes of 
the Commonwealth into a confirmation. The 
Senate often affembled to concert meafures for 
rendering fuch dangerous propofals abortive. 
Appius Claudius, though the youngefl: and laft 
©f the Senators, propoled advice upon this oc- 

caiion, which was not difagreeabie to his order. 

He- 
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He faid, u that the means for oppofing the ty-A.R. 

“ ranny of the Tribunes was to be fought only Ant * C. 
u amongft themfelves. That in order to this, 413 * 
u they had no more to do than to bring over 
“ only one of thofe Plebeian Magiftrates, to 
prevent the bad defigns of his collegues by 
“ his oppofition. That the laft and leaft po- 
u pular in that office were the perfons to be ap- 
tc plied to. That thofe men who were now in 
the public affairs, and jealous of the autho- 
“ rity, which Mauritius and Metilius affumed, 

<c would hot be infenfible to the carefles of the 
44 Senate; and perhaps would lend them their 
“ oppofition, merely for the fake of appearing 
46 confiderable, and of making fome figure in 
u the government.’* 

This advice was unanimoufly approved, and 
Appius was highly praifed for not degenerating 
from the virtue of his anceftors. Such of the 
Senators as had any intimacy with the Tribunes 
of the People, infinuated themfelves into their 
confidence, and reprefented to them the con- 
€t fufion into which they would plunge the State 
u in general, and eveTy family in particular, if 
“ an endlefs difquifuion were to be entered into, 

41 in order to eftablifh which, lands were granted 
“ by Romulus, which were acquired from the 
neighbours during the fpace of three hundred 
44 years, and which particulars had appropriated 
“ in different ages. That the fcheme of a law 
u for eftablifhing a perfeft equality of fortune 
44 between all the citizens, would fubvert the 
14 fubordination fo effential in a ftate; that 
“ the rich, whether Patricians or Plebeians, 


would not fuffer themfelves to be deprived 
tc fo eafily of the eftates they had either inhe- 




rited from their anceftors, or actually pur- 
chafed from legal poffeffors; and that fo in* 
Vol. II. Q_ 44 jurious 
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A.R. 339. w jurious an enquiry would infallibly occafion 

^ u a civil war, and perhaps coft the beft blood 

tc in the Commonwealth .’ 1 At length, between 
entreaties and remonftrances, they were fo fuc- 
cefsful as to bring over fix of the ten Tribunes ; 
and they oppofed the promulgation of the law. 

Msecilius and his collegue, enraged to fee 
themfelves oppofed at their own tribunal and by 
their own collegues, treated the fix as traitors, 
enemies to the People, and (laves to the Senate, 
But notwithftanding thofe injurious appellatives, 
as the oppofition of only one Tribune fufficed 
for putting a (top to the proceedings of the nine 
others, and fix oppofed the pafling of this law, 
Msecilius and his collegue were obliged to defift 
from their enterprize. 


P. Cornelius Cossus, &c. 

Cn. Cornelius Cossus, &c. 

4 1 *• M. Poftumius Regillenfis, one of the Mili- 
Py.iuKiust tar y Tribunes, took a fmall city called (1) Vo- 

MillarJ ^ ^ at General had a capacity for war, but 

7 nbur.es, was cruel, haughty, proud of his birth and dig- 

isfined ly city, and carried thofe advantages too far in a 
tee army. Commonwealth, where all the citizens pretended 

t0 c q u ^ls. He had declared in attacking the 

that crim:. P^ ace that the foldiers Ihould have the fpoils of 
Liv. 1. 4. it; but when it was taken he changed his mind. 
c.4©—5 1 . This breach of his word had given birth to 

great difguft againft him. 

His collegues having fent for him to the city 
upon account of commotions excited by the 
Tribunes of the People, of whom one, called 


A.R. 34c. 
Ant. C. 
412. 

A R. 341. 
Ant. C. 


(1 ) Or Bola, upon the frontier of the country of the JEqu't, 
aboutJixt ten miles from Rome. 


f 


Sex tius, 
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Sextius, propofed in his prefenee the fending of A.R. 341* 
a colony to Vote, adding, that it was but juft Ant. C. 
to grant that city and its dependencies to thofe 4 11 * 
who had acquired it by their arms ; he an- 
fwered brutally, IVo be to my fokliers , if they in - 
fiji on any fucb thing, Thofe words lhocked the 
whole aflembly exceedingly, and the Senate af¬ 
terwards, when they were told it. Sextius, 
who was a man of fpirit, and did not want elo¬ 
quence, was very glad to find in the adverfe 
party a man of a proud heart and a petulant 
tongue, whom it was eafy to provoke and en¬ 
rage into venting violent and rafh expreflions, 
capable not only of rendering his perfdn odi¬ 
ous, but of doing great prejudice to his caufe 
and party. Accordingly he attacked him more 
frequently and with greater warmth than any of 
the other Military Tribunes. Immediately after 
his menacing words, which I have juft men¬ 
tioned, Do you hear , Romans , faid Sextius, the 
menaces Poftumius makes his foldiers , as if they 
were Jlaves ? However , when the firft offices of 
the State are to be difpofed of t this wild beajl is. 
more worthy of them in your judgment , than thofe 
who are follicitous for fending you into fertile colo¬ 
nies^ for procuring you eafy eftabLftrments in your 
old age , and who every day fuftain rude conflicts 
for you with fucb proud and infoient a dv erf (tries * 

Andean you beJurprized after this , that Jo few 
take the defence of your inter efts upon them]elves ? 

What reward might they expcbl for doing fo ? Are 
they the offices which you chiije rather to ccnfer 
upon )0iir adoerfaries then dfenders ? The words 
you juft new heard him jay , made you give a 
groan. But wherefore thofe groans ? Were you 
this moment to give your fufjrages, you would pre¬ 
fer this man, who prefumes to menace you , to 

2 thofe 
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A.R. 341 'tbofe who are for procuring lands , dwellings , and 

Ant. C. ejiabli/hments for you. 

411 ' The report of this injurious expreffion having 

fpread in the camp, it occafioned much greater 
indignation there. How ! faid the foldiers, not 
content with depriving us , contrary to bis promife , 
of the fpoils that were our due , does he dare to 
threaten us alfo? As the complaints and mur¬ 
murs rofe high, the Quaeftor Seftius, to appeafe 
the fedition, believed it necefiary to employ the 
fame violent methods as had given occafion for 
them. He fent a Liftor to feize a foldier who 
was exclaiming highly. Immediately a great 
tumult enfued. The Liftor was repulfed with 
violence, the Quseftor himfelf wounded with a 
ftone, and told as he withdrew by him that had 
hurt him in an infulting manner, that he was 
only treated as the General threatened to treat the 

foldiers. Poftumius himfelf upon this news 
haftened to the army. A man of his rough 
and violent chara&er, and hated univerfally by 
the troops befides, was a very improper perfon 
for appeafing fuch a commotion. Inftead of 
endeavouring to extinguifh the flame of revolt 

by wife moderation, he augmented it exceed- 
ingly by fevere enquiries, and the cruel punifh- 
ments which he inflicted. It has been faid with 
much reafon (a), it were to be wilhed, that the 
perfons who govern a ftate refembled the laws, 
which never punifh with paffion and rage, but 
folely out of juftice, and for the good of the 
public. As he let no bounds to his fury, and 
the foldiers, whom he had condemned to foffer 

(a) Optandum eft, ut ii dum non iracundia fed sequi- 
qui prafunt reip. legum ft- tate ducuntur. Cic. de Offic. 
miles fine, quse ad puniea- /. 1. c. 89. 

an 
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an * unheard of puniffiment, raifed great cries, A. R. 341. 
and made refiftance, he defcended from his tri- Ant ’ c * 
bunal, and thruft amongft the croud to prevent 411, 
their efcaping him. The Lidtors who went be¬ 
fore him, clearing the way with violence, the 
indignation, or rather fury, of the foldiers ran 
fo high, that the Military Tribune was ftoned to 
death by his army. 

The news of fo criminal a rebellion, and fo 
tragical an event, occasioned great grief at 
Rome, and extremely embarraffed both parties. 

The queftion was to decree enquiries, and to 
punilh the guilty, which would be attended 
with great difficulties, in effeft of the oppofition 
of the Tribunes. But firft the choice of new 
magiftrates was neceffary, and the Senate pre¬ 
vailed, though with difficulty, that Confuls fhould 
be elected. 


M. Cornelius Cossus. 
L. Furius Medullinus. 


A.R. 342,- 

Ant. c. 


The firft thing which the Senate did at the 410 * 
beginning of the year, was to pafs a decree, 
that the Tribunes ffiould lay the affair of the 

enquiry into the murder of Poftumius before the 
People, and that the People ffiould charge 
whom they thought fit with that commiffion. 
That condudfc of the Senate was very wife, who, 
in Teeming to do honour to the People, endea¬ 
voured to difcharge themfelves of a bufmefs 
odious in itfelf, and at the fame time very deli¬ 
cate : but they did not fucceed in it. The 


* Livy calls it fo in his fones till he was drowned* 
firfl book, chap. 51, where he So he Jays here , necari Tub. 
tells us, that Turn us Her don i- crate juflerat: he bad con¬ 
us was thrown at his length denoted them to be drowned 
into Jhallow water under an under an hurdle . 
hurdle , and prejfed down with 

0.3 


People 




Ptvxfric 

{roils. 


P. Atratinus, N^Rutilus, Confuls. 

People referred the cognizance of that affair to the 
r.vo Confuls. They terminated it with all pof- 
f:o■ ? lenity and moderation-, contenting them- 
ieives v, r ith condemning a fmall number of the 
moft criminal to die, which they prevented by 
killing themfelves. The People however were 
rotfatisfied, 2nd complained that a law for pu- 
nithing Plebeians was immediately put in exe¬ 
cution, whilft one that concerned their interefts 
was protracted during fo many years. 

In the prefent conjuncture, the diftribution of 
the lands of Voice feems to have been highly 
proper for mollifying the People, and lelfening 
their defire of the Agrarian law, that was to 
divert the Patricians of the lands belonging to 
the Commonwealth, which they had unjuftly 
ufurped. But no mention was made of it: 
which gave the Plebeians occafion to complain, 
that the nobility not only perfifted obftinately 

in retaining, contrary to all juftice, the lands 
of the public which they had engrofied, but 
prevented the diftribution of thole lately taken 
frorp the enemy, which would alfo foon be-: 
come the prey of a few rapacious and infatiable 
perfons. 


^ 343 * 
Ant. C. 

Liv. 1. 


Q. Fabtus Ambustus. 

C. Furius Pacilus. 

A plague, which gave more alarm than it 
proved deftructive, fufpended the intrigues of 
the Tribunes. 


A.P.. 244. Papirius Atratinus. 

Art. U C. NaCTIUS RcTILUS. 

The famine, which followed the plague, pro¬ 
duced the fame effect. 

■ V - 


Mamercus 

^ « >, f * 



Corn. Cossus, F. Medull. Confuls. 231 


Mamercus iEMILIUS. AR * 34S* 

C. Valerius Potitus. ^ nt,c * 

Domeftic feuds and wars abroad fucceeded Wars 
thofe two fcourges, the plague and famine. Th zabroad. 
JEqui and Volfci had already entered the lands 
of the Latines and Hernici. The Tribune Mse- 


nius, who was for palling the Agrarian law, 
ftrongly oppofed the levies, which the Conful 
Valerius defired to make: but, *'upon being 
abandoned by his collegues, he was obliged to 
defift. The war was attended with lucceis. 


* A fort, of which the enemy had poffeffed * Carven- 
themfelves, was re-taken. The Conful caufed tum - „ 
the fpoils to be fold for the public treafury, and 
deprived the loldiers of them, becaufe they had 
refufed to lift at firft, which made him very 
hateful, and highly augmented Msenius’s credit. 

The latter expeded, in cafe Military Tribunes 
we;e chofen, to fhare in that nomination, fo 

much credit had he acquired with the People. 

The Senate apprehended it, and caufed Confuls 
to be created. 


Cn. Cornelius Cossus. A.R. 346. 

L. Furius Medullinus, II. Ant.C. 

The People fuffered their not having been^*p^ 
permitted to eled Military Tribunes with great ^j am 0 £ m 
impatience: but they confoled and avenged them- tain the 
felves on that account in the eledion of Qu 
ftors. Of the four places, they conferred butr'^* 
one upon the Patricians. This was a great 
vidory for them: not that they reckoned the 

office of Qusftor much in itfelf, which indeed 

was not very confiderable; but becaufe the 
gaining of that advantage feemed to promife 
them the attainment of more exalted dignities. 

The Patricians, who judged in the fame man- 

0^4 net 
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A.R. 346. ner of it, were exceedingly nettled at it, fore- 
Ant. C. f ce i n g that the People would foon divide all ho- 
40 ’ nours with them. Their foie refource was to 

prevent their proceeding to the eleftion of Mb 
litary Tribunes, and to caufe Confuls to be cho- 
fen, a dignity to which the people had not yet any 

right. 

War qr/M The war with the iEqui and Volfci, which 
1 be &oui broke out again, fupplied both parties with 
szd Voifr.. matter for warm difputes. The Confuls de¬ 
manded earneftly, that the levies lhould be 
made; the Tribunes, that it fhould be decreed, 
that Military Tribunes lhould be chofen at the 
approaching eledlion. Whilft both Tides per¬ 
illed obftinately in their demands, every thing 
remained in fufpence. Amongft the Tribunes 
were three named Icilius, of one of the bell of 
the Plebeian families, but declared enemies to 
the Patricians, all men of inflexible conftancy 
and refolution : thefe managed the whole affair. 
Couriers arrived with advice, that the enemy 
had re-taken the fortrefs mentioned before, and 
put the garrifon to the fword. The Tribunes 
received this news with great coldnefs, and with¬ 
out feeming affefted with it, or changing their 
fentiments. The Senate, who were not willing 
to fuller every thing to be ruined, were at length 
obliged to comply. They paired a decree for 
the election of Military Tribunes, but upon two 
conditions: the one, that none of the Tribunes 
of the People in office fhould be chofen; and 
the other, that none of the fame Tribunes lhould 
be continued. Thefe reflrictions evidently re¬ 
garded the Icilii, whom they charged with fol- 
heiting the Military Tribunefhip, as the juft re¬ 
ward of their feditious intrigues in the Tribune- 
fhip of the People. The levies were then made 

without 
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without difficulty. The war was fuccefsful A - R - 34^ 

enough, but little confiderable. 

A more affefting concern engroffed people’s^ tr0Um 
thoughts: this was the election. The principals in the 
Plebeians, encouraged by their firft vi&ory ovtT common - 
the Senate, flattered themfelves with carrying 
fecond ftill more advantageous, in their begin* 
rung at length to have a fhare in the great 
offices, and they already reckoned more than 
one Icilius in the number of the Military Tri¬ 
bunes. They were deceived. The People, 
contrary to the general expe&ation, nominated 
none but Patricians Military Tribunes. It is 
not eafy to comprehend fuch a conduft, of 
which there are no examples but amongft the 
Roman People. They are jealous to excefs of 
their authority. When regard is had to That, 
they confult nothing but the public utility : and 
are difarmed by being complied with. The 
Icilii accufed the Patricians of having ufed ftra- 
tagem and fraud in this eleftion, by having en¬ 
gaged feveral Plebeians, not only without me¬ 
rit, but mod of them defpifed for the meannefs 
of their birth and capacity, to ftand for thefe 
offices amongft fuch as'were more worthy of 
them ; which difgufted the People, and turned 
the whole in favour of the Patricians. 

C. Julius, &c. A.R, 347 ; 

The report of a numerous army fet on foot Ant - c * 
by the Mqul and Volfci, which was to ren-4°S* 
dezvous at Antium, alarmed Rome, and occa- 
fioned the Senate to think of creating a Difta- 
tor. Two of the Military Tribunes oppofed it, 
as injurious to them, pretending that they had 
fufficient capacity for conducing and termina¬ 
ting this war fuccefsfully; thefe were Julius and 
Cornelius, The difpute grew hot on both Tides, 

and 
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A.R.347.and was carried fo far, that the principal Sena- 
AntC. tors complained exceflively, that the Military 
4 ° 5 « Tribunes refufed to comply with the authority 

of the Senate, had recourfe to the Tribunes of 
the People, as had been done before upon a 
like occafion. But the Tribunes of this year 
afted in a quite different manner; and though 
they were tranfported to fee that diffention be¬ 
tween the military Tribunes and the Senate, 

' they anfwered with a bitter kind of raillery, 
That it was below the dignity of fo power¬ 
ful a body to implore the aid of wretched 
Plebeians, whom the nobility fcarce vouch- 
lafed to confider in the number of their fel- 
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low-citizens. That when the honours and 
government of the ftate fhould become com¬ 
mon to both orders, the People Ihould know 
how to make the authority pf the Senate be 
refpefted, and to aft in fuch a manner, that 
no magiftracy fhould prefume to contradift 
“ its decrees. 55 Ahala Servilius, the third of 
the Military Tribunes, feeing no end of the de¬ 
putes, declared, “ That if he had been filent 
“ fo long, it was not, becaufe he was uncertain 
how he ought to aft on the prefent occafion. 
That he knew the interefts of a good citizen 
were never feparated from thofe of the public : 
but that he could have wifhed his coliegues 
would have fubmitted of their own accord to 

the Senate's authority, rather than have fuf- 
fered it to have recourfe to that of the Tri¬ 
bunes of the People. • That if affairs would 
admit, he would hill moft willingly give 
rhem time to reflect on their conduft and re¬ 
turn to their duty. But as the dangers of the 
war were too urgent to fuffer delay, he fhould 
prefer the good of the public to the defire he 
had o t obliging his coliegues; and if the Se-> 
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“ nate perfifted in their refolution, would de-^* R - 347 * 
<l clare a Di&ator the fame night. That, if™ 1 *’ R * 

“ any one oppofed the decree of the Senate, he^ 

“ ffiould proceed farther, and content himfelf 
** with their* authority, though it had not all 
** the ufual forms.” This difcourfe was re¬ 
ceived with the general applaufe of the Senate. 

He nominated P. Cornelius, one of the Milita¬ 
ry Tribunes, Di&ator, who appointed him ge¬ 
neral of the horfe. It is probable, that the fear 
left fome divifion ffiould arife between gene¬ 
rals of equal authority, as had happened fome 
years before, induced the Senate to have recourfe 
now to the Di&atorffiip. 

They might eafily have been without it. 

The war was neither long, nor attended with 
any bad events. The enemy were defeated in 
two very inconfiderable actions, and their coun¬ 
try was ravaged. The Diftator having termi¬ 
nated this war with more fuccefs than glory, re¬ 
turned to Rome, and abdicated his office. 

The Military Tribunes proclaimed the afiem- 
blies, not for creating Confuls, but Military 
Tribunes, which much offended the Senate. 

To prevent the Plebeians from being chofen, 
they employed a method quite different from 
that they had taken the year before, but with 
equal fuccefs. This was to caufe the moft il- 
luftrious of the Patricians to ftand for that office. 

The People, out of regard for their merit and 
reputation, chofe none but of their order: and 
elefted four this year, who all had filled that office 

before. 

4 

* The opinion of the Scsate t a decree , was however regif 
when prevented by different tered amongfi their proceedings , 
ebjlacles from being pajjed into and called auftoritas. 
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A.R. 348. L. Furius Medullinus, &c, 

Ant C. The truce for twenty years with the Veien- 

VluUmi- tes expired, the Romans, upon fome dif- 
cn cf content received from them, were upon the 
Ram in point of declaring war againft them. But upon' 
t0 being informed by ambafladors from Veii, that 
ibi Vticn. divifions and troubles prevailed between the ci- 

a ' tizens of that place, at their requeft they thought 

fit to fufpend the declaration of war; fo far' 
were they, obferves Livy, from taking advan¬ 
tage of the misfortunes of others for promoting 
their own interefts: tantum abfuit ut ex mom - 
mo do alieno fua occafio peteretur. A fentiment 
of no lefs humanity than greatnefs of foul, and 
quite the reverfe of the ufual policy of Princes, 
who greedily feize thefe occafions as favourable 

to their defigns. 

Kr* w The Volfci retook a city called Verrugo, 
tuiiik the put the Roman garrifon to the fword. The 

troops fent to its aid arrived too late through the 
fault of the Senate, who did not haften them, be- 
caufe they received advice that the garrifon made 
a vigorous defence; not refie&ing, that no cou¬ 
rage can furmoiint the bounds of human force. 
The flaughter of thofe brave foldiers was not long 
unrevenged. 


A.R. 34c- 

Ant. C. 



P. & Cn. Cornelii Cossi, &c. 

Three of the Military Tribunes marched 
againft the Vollci, each at the head of adiftinfl; 
army. Two of them ruined their country on 
different fides. The third, Fabius Ambuftus, 
led his troops againft Anxur, fince called Ter- 
racina, which he befieged, and took byftorm. 
The flaughter at firft was very great: but ceafed 
upon promifing their lives to fuch as laid down 
their arms. Two thoufund five hundred prifo- 


ners 
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ners were taken. A? for the reft of the booty, A.R.349. 
Fabius would not fuffer it to be touched till his Anc - c \ 
collegues arrived •, reprefenting to his army, 4 ° 3 * 
that they had contributed to the taking of Anxur, 
by preventing the other cities, whofe territories 
they had ravaged, from fending it aid. When 
they arrived, the three armies plundered the ci¬ 
ty together, which was very opulent. That li¬ 
berality of the Generals began a reconciliation 
between the People and the Patricians. 

But what compleated it, was a decree palled The fay of 
very feafonably by the Senate, 'without being the Roman 
follicited either by the People or their Tribunes. . 
The foldiery had ferved the State hitherto at 
their own expence. Every man was obliged to 
find himfelf fubfiftence from his own little in¬ 
heritance, as well in the field, as during the 
winter-quarters ; and often, when the campaign 
was of too long continuance, the lands, and 
efpecially thofe of the poor Plebeians, lay un¬ 
cultivated. From thence arofe the necefiity of 
borrowing, intereft upon intereft, and at length 
the complaints and feditions of the People. 

The Senate, to prevent thefe diforders, decreed 
that for the future the foldiers, who ferved in 
the foot, fhould be paid by the public. No¬ 
thing ever gave the People fo much joy. They 
ran in crowds to the Senate. They kifled the 
hands of the Senators as they came out of their 
houfe, and called them their fathers. They de¬ 
clared, that after fuch an inftance of their good- 
nefs, there was not a fingle citizen, who to the 
iaft moment of his life, would not be ready to 
fhed the laft drop of his blood for fo beneficent 
a country. The decree in itfelf was highly 
agreeable to the People, as from thenceforth, 
whilft particulars ferved the public in the field, 
their eftates would not be charged with any ex¬ 
pence, 



2 3 3 


~A - 


P.&Cn.Corn. Cota, &c. Mil. Trib. 


4° 3 


A.R. 349. pence. But what augmented their joy and gra* 
Aiit, C. titude, and gave a new value to this largefs, 

was, fays Livy, its not being extorted either by 
the complaints of the Tribunes, or follicited- by 
the People, but its proceeding purely from the 
liberality of the Senate, and an entirely volun j 
tary effed of their goodnefs and affedion for 
the citizens. 

How much mud the Senate have been charmed 
to fee their decree received with fuch warm and 
univerfal applaufe ? And indeed can any joy 
be more pure, more lively, and more affeding 
for thofe who govern, if they have any fenfe of 
humanity, than to fee themfelves in a condition 
to relieve the People, to take off part of the 
heavy load, which the hard neceffity of war 
has reduced them againft their will to lay upon 
them, and to hear themfelves called, what they 
fhould be by their office, the protedors and fa¬ 
thers of their country ? A People, like thofe 
whole hiftory we are now writing, ready to fa- 
crifice themfelves for the ftate (and as much 
may be faid of the French, devoted as they are 
by will and affedion to the fervice and perfons 
of their Kings) do they not deferve to be treated 
with indulgence and goodnefs ? 

The bad fpirit of the Tribunes of the Peo¬ 
ple manifefted itfdf upon this occafion. They 
cf the Tti- wer e the only perfons that did not lhare in the 

***** public joy, and made themfelves remarkable 

for a gloomy and invidious air of difeontent* 
They were even ftudious to poifon the donation 
of the Senate in refped to the People, by infi- 
nuating, “ that it was far from being fo advanta¬ 
geous as it feemnd. For, how was the fund 
to be eftablifhed for the payment of the fol- 
diers, except by impofing a tax upon indi- 
viduals ? That the Senate therefore were li- 

4t beral 


murmurs 


a 


a 
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« beral at the cxpence of others. That as toA.R.349. 
« the reft, though others might approve thi$ Ant * c * 

“ innovation, the old foldiers would not confent 40 ’* 

“ to it, and would never fuffer that the condi- 
“ tion of the new foldiers Ihould be better than 
“ their own had been, and that after having 
“ ferved the public at their own expence, they 
“ would be very unwilling to fee themfelves 
“ obliged to contribute to the pay of others by 
“ the tax that was to be impofed upon them.** 

They drew over part of the People into their 
opinion *, and when the new impofition was pub- 
lifhed, they declared that they would take upon 
themfelves the crime and defence of fuch as 


ihould refufe to pay it. 

The Senators, to fupport by their wife con -TheSena- 
du£t what they had fo well begun, fee others ton fit the 
the example, and were the firft to pay in their ^mpleof 
proportion, equitably ftated according to the 
value of their eftates, into the public treafury. fion ^ 

As there was hitherto no coined filver, and all 
the money was of copper, which consequently 
muft have been very heavy, (this is what was 
called * as grave) fome of the Senators fent in 
their contribution, which was very confiderable, 
in carriages; . which attracted the. eyes of the 
public. When they faw the Patricians actually 
contribute, the principal Plebeians, who were, 
moft of them the friends of the nobility, piqued 
themfelves upon imitating them and the po¬ 
pulace themfelves, who heard them generally 
praifed as good citizens, were for fharing that 
glory with them, and eager to pay in the tri- 


* It is very probabh that per to dijlingui/h the old money 
the term xs grave did not be - from the new, which was be* 
gin to be ufed, till the coin was come lighter . 
diminijbedj when it was pro- 

bute, 
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A.R. 349. bute, -without giving themfelves any pain about 
Ant, C. w j iac t j ie Tribunes might think of their conduct* 
* Befides eafing the People, the Senate, in efta- 

blilhing a fund for the payment of the troops, 
had in view the carrying wars farther, and the 
power of fupporting them longer. Before this 
inftitution, their wars deferred rather the name 
of incurfions, which ufually terminated by a 
battle. This kind of party-wars did not laft 
above twenty or thirty days, and often much 
lefs, the foldiery, for want of pay, not being 
able to keep the field any longer. But, when 
the Senate faw themfelves in a condition to keep 
a body of regular troops at all times on foot, 
they formed greater defigns, and conceived 
thoughts of befieging Veii, one of the ftrongeft 
cities of Italy, and which did not give place 
even to Rome, either for the valour or riches of 
its inhabitants. 

War having been declared againft the Veien- 

tes, the new Military Tribunes took the field 
with an army compofed chiefly of voluntiers. 


A.R.350. T. Quintius Capitolinus, &c. 
Ant. C. 


402. 

Beginning 
of the fitgt 
of Vtii. 
A.R. 351: 
Ant. C. 

401 . 


The fiege of Veii began this year. 

C. Valerius Potitus, &c. 

» * 


Livy mentions fix Military Tribunes of this 
year. The fiege of Veii went on very (lowly 
under them, becaufe it was neceffary to detach 
part of the Generals and troops againft the 
Volfci. They gained two battles againft them, 
look one of their cities, called Artena, and en¬ 
tirely demoliftied it with its citadel. 


THE 
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ROMAN HISTORY. 


BOOK THE SIXTH. 

T H E fixth Book contains the fpace of 

thirteen years, from the 352c! to the 
365th year from the foundation of 
Rome. The principal events are, the taking of 
Veii after a fiege of ten years, the banilhment 
of Camillus, and the taking of Rome by the 
Gauls. 

SECT. I. 

The Military Tribunes change the fiege of Veii in¬ 
to a blockade , and refolve to make the army 
winter there . Complaints of the Tribunes of 
the People . Appius's fine harangue to refute 

them . A lofs received before Veii redoubles the 
valour of the Romans . Admirable generofity 
of the Knights and of the People. Senfible joy 
of the Senate. Pay for the horfe alfo eftablijhed. 
Complaints of the Tribunes of the People con¬ 
cerning the taxes . Elettion of the Tnbunes of 
the People attended with fome difficulty. Trial 
of two Military Tribunes. They are fined. 
Reafons why their punifhment was fo flight . 
The Plebeians at length obtain one place amongjl 
the Military Tribunes . 

Vol. II. R WHILST 
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7beMiH- TT T HILST all around them were in peace, 

VV Ronians and Veientes, animated by 
c b£p tb e a fpirit of hatred and revenge, made a violent 
jugeof war againft each other, which feemed incapable 

Vdi into a 0 f being terminated but with the entire ruin of 

blockade. one 0 £ t h e two ft a t es> The Romans clefted 

new * Military Tribunes. 


A.R. 352. 
Ant. C. 
400. 

Li?. 1 . 5. 

Ct I ^J• 


Matjius JEmilius Mamercinus, &c. 

■ 

The Veientes, who had been governed hi¬ 
therto by annual magiftrates, tired with the vi¬ 
olent intrigues that were revived every year 
about the eleftion, chofe themfelves a King. 
This change difpleafed all the other ftates of 
Hetruria, lefs on account of the office than 
perfon of the King, with whom they were much 
diffatisfied, and who, in his private capacity, 
had rendered himfelf extremely odious by his 
haughty behaviour. It was therefore refolved 
in the general affembly of the nation, that no 
aid Ihould be given the Veientes as long as 
they ffiould be governed by a King. No body 
dared carry this news to him who actually 
reigned at Veii, becaufe it would have coft fuch 
perfon their life. 

Veii was an opulent city, extremely popu¬ 
lous, and very ftrong by fituation. 

The Romans, who had no hopes of taking a 
city by affault that was fortified with good 
works, determined to ftarve it by a blockade. 
They therefore threw up lines of circumvalla- 
tion and contravallation, to fecure themfelves 
againft the follies of the befieged, as well as 


* Livy mentions eight of 
them : but Sigonius and Pig- 
hi us evidi nt!j prove , that there 
were but fx, and that Ca- 


mil bus and Pofiumius Albinas 
were not Military ‘Tribunes, 
but Cenfrs, this year. 

againft 
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againft the attacks of the enemy from the coun- A.ft. 352, 
try, and to prevent them from throwing fu'c- Ant * c * . 
cours of troops or provifions into fhi place. 4 °°‘ 

For this purpofe it was neceffary to refolve to 
pafs the whole winter in the lines, and to eredt 
barracks againft the rigour of the feafon, a 
thing unheard of till then, and abfolutely un¬ 
known to the Romans. 


When the Tribunes of the People, who had Com*h\ntl 
found no occafion for ftirring for fome years, ofthelri- 
had received this news, they immediately re- h * neso ftk& 
paired to the affembly, and endeavoured in Veo * e ‘ 
concert to exafperate the People by fedicious 
difcourfes. They reprefented to them, 44 That 
44 this was the end intended by the pay granted 
44 to the foldiers. That they had not been de- 
44 ceived when they apprized the People, that 
44 this largefs concealed a fecret poifon. That 
“ they had fold their liberty for it. That the 
44 youth were removed, and banifhed from the 
44 city and the public affairs for good and all. 

<c That without regard to the rigours of the 
44 feafon they were kept during the whole win- 
44 ter in the open field, and not permitted to 
44 vifit their houfes and lands. And what rea- 


* 

<4 fon did they believe there could be for con 
44 tintiing their fervice in this manner, if it 
44 were not to prevent the youth, in whom the 
14 whole ftrength of the People confifted, from 
44 doing any thing irt the affemblies for their 
44 common interefts. That they were much 
44 more diftreffed, and had much greater evils 
44 to fuffer than the Veientcs. That the latter, 
44 who defended their city within good walls, 
44 and its natural entirely advantageous fituation, 
44 paffed the winter in their houfes; whereas 
44 the Roman foldiers, always employed in 
44 works and fatigues, and expofed to the froft 

R 2 44 and 
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A.R. 352 . u and fnow, had no houfes but tents, without 
Ant. C. « quitting their arms even during the winter, 
4 00 * « w Jjj c b in all countries fufpends military ex- 

44 peditions by fea and land. That neither the 
44 Kings, the haughty Confuls before the infti- 
44 tution of the Tribunitian authority, the Dic- 
c< tators armed with their terrible unlimited 
w power, nor the cruel Decemvirs, had impofed 
46 fo fevere a yoke upon the Roman youth, as 

44 forcing them to ferve during the whole year, 

44 nor exercifed fo tyrannical power over them, 
44 as did now the Military Tribunes. What 
44 then would they do, if they were really Con- 
44 fuls or Dictators, as having only the image 
44 and refemblance of the Confular dignity, they 
44 lorded it with fuch abfolute fway and rigour ? 

44 But that after all, fuch treatment ought not 

44 to be complained of. That of eight Military 
44 Tribunes not one was a Plebeian. That for- 


44 merly the Patricians did not carry their point 
44 to fill up three of thofe places without great 
44 ftruggle and difficulty. That now eight 
44 were feen to fct out in a body without a Angle 
44 Plebeian of their number, who, if he could 
44 do nothing elfe, might at leaft put his col- 
44 legucs in mind, that the foldiers were not 
44 flaves, but freemen and citizens, that it would 


44 be no more than juft to fend them home to 

44 their houfes during the winter * in order that 
44 in fome part of the year they might fee their 
44 fathers, wives, and children; ufe their liberty 
44 and fuffrages, and have a ftiare in the eleftion 
44 of the magiftrates.” 

Fine ha- The Tribunes, who held difeourfes fo proper 
/for enflaming the populace, found an adverfary 
refute the * n the perfon of Appius highly capable of ma- 
\Tribunes . king head againft them. He was one of the 


Military 
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Military Tribunes this year, and the only one A - R ' 35 z * 
whom his collegues had left at Rome to oppofe C ' . 
the feditious attempts of the Tribunes of the 4 
People in their abfence. He now afcended the 
Tribunal for harangues, and fpoke to the fol¬ 
lowing effect 

Romans , if ever the motives that induces your 
tribunes to excite J<editions continually in the com - 
monwealth , were dubious , that is , whether it be 
your inter eft or theirs that actuates them , lam 
' convinced there will now no longer remain any un¬ 
certainty upon that head . 5 They were never known 
to be fo fenfibly afflicted about any injujtice which 
they conceived done to you , as they have been by 
the liberality of the fenate in refpett to the foldiers> 
when it decreed that they Jhould have pay for the 
future . What is there in that new inftitution , that 
could alarm them fo much , if it were not the union 
of the two orders of the ftate 9 which they extreme* 

ly dread as oppofite to their feditious views ? On 
the contrary , ought they not , if they had , I do not 
fay any love for the public goody but the leaft fenfe 
of humanity , remainingy to ufe their utmoft endea¬ 
vours to preferve and ftrengthen that reciprocal 
union and good underftandingy which , if firm and 
permanenty would affuredly foon render the Ro 
man People more powerful than any of their neigh¬ 
bours. 

I fhall fhew in the fequel of my difcourfey how. 
much the refolution of my colleguesy not to draw 
off the troops from before Veii r till that city is 
takeny is not only ufeful but neceffary: at prefent I 
fpeak only of what regards the inter eft and condi - 
tion of the foldiers . I am affured y that if I fpoke 
in the camp , and they were my hearers and judges , 
they would univerfally applaud my difcourfe . And 
indeed how could they take it amifsy as a new ad¬ 
vantage has been granted them y that an augmcv • 

R 3 tat ion 
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A.R. 3j2 .t alien of their fervice Jhould be required A Pains 
Ant. c. are neV tf without reward , 8 er rewards com¬ 
monly without pains. Labour and Pleafure , though 
very different in their nature , <zre zwzYei w/Y£ each 
other in a fond of natural tie arid fociety . If their 
country were to come to an account with the troops , 

zY 80/ wish reafon \ You are paid for 
the whole year , wiy then don't you ferve the whole 
year ? 

It is with pain, Romans , that . I ufe fuch lan¬ 
guage : a language thefe Jh'culd employ who are 
Jerved by mercenary foldiers . But as for us , we 
would gladly act with you as fellow-citizens , 
dejire that you Jhould aft with us as with your 
country . Either we ought not to have wider taken 


this war 5 or we 'ought to fupport it in a manner 
Worthy of the Roman People and terminate it 
cs foon as poffible . JVbw the means to terminate it , 
zY to prefs the befieged vigorovjly, and not to quit 
the ftege , till we have taken the city . 

Though we had no other motive for perfevering 
confiantly in our enterprize , /£<? unworthy manner 
in which the Veienies have afted in refpeft to us 
ought of itfelf to induce us to it. Seven times they 
have renewed the war. They never kept their 
faith during peace. They have ravaged our coun¬ 
try a ihoufand times . They have made the Fide - 
nates revolt againfl us. They have butchered the 
colony we had among ft thofe People. It was they 
who, contrary to the law of nations , caufed our 
ambaffadors to be affaffmated. They have endea¬ 
voured to arm all Hetruria againfl us , and ft ill 
endeavour to do fo. They wanted little of attack¬ 
ing the ambaffadors we fent to make our complaints , 


(a) Nufquam nec opera tafque, diflimillima natura, 
line emolamento, nee emo- focietate quadam inter fe na- 
Unner.tnm ferae fine impen- turali funt jun&a. Liv. 

U opera eft. Labor volup- 

and 
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and demand fatisfaftion . And are we then to aft A.R.352. 
gently with fuch • enemies ? Ant - C. 

But other motives JliU more powerful ought to ^ 00 * 
weigh with us, 'The confiderable works that we 
have made around their city , keep the enemy jhut 
up within their walls . Their lands are either not 
cultivated , or we have ruined thofe that were . If 
we draw off our army , who doubts, that not only 
the defire of revenge, but neceffity, w// oblige them 
to make incurfems, to plunder our country, 

their own affords them nothing . ^ do not then 
remove the war in following the counfels the Tri- 
bunes give you, but draw it into our own country . 

To proceed to what regards the foldiers in par¬ 
ticular, /<?r whom the fame good Tribunes, 
having been willing to deprive them of pay, tfr? 
now all on a fudden fo exceffively concerned , /*/ 
conftder what great advantages they are for procur¬ 
ing them . Thefe foldiers have thrown up works, 
r J;z foffes quite round the place, /&»£? 0/ very 
great labour . They have fortified them with re¬ 
doubts, at firft in no great number , to which others 
have feme been added in proportion as the number 
of the (roops increafed. They have eretted forts ,■ 
not only againft the city , to againft Hetruria, to . 
prevent the aids which might be fent from thence . 

I do not mention all the machines neceffary in at¬ 
tacking places. After having puffed through fo 
many labours, W brought our works to perfeflion, 
do you believe it proper to abandon them, in order 
to begin them anew at the opening of the next cam • 
paign ? Is it not much more eafy and more fecure 


to preferve them, and to prefs the Jtege, which cer¬ 
tainly cannot be of any great length, if we our [elves 
do not fruftrate our hopes by our delays and re- 
miffnefs ? 

But, bejides the lofs of time , we incur fill a 


piuch greater danger . 


Tou are not ignorant that 

R4 Me 
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2. the ftates of Hetruria hold frequent affemblies to. 
deliberate upon fending aid to Veil. The Heiruri- 
ans at prefent are highly incenfed againjl the Vei- 
entes, they bate them, they refufe to ajjift them, 
andy as far as in them liesy leave us at liberty to 
take Veii. Who can be ajfured that they will al¬ 
ways continue in the fame mind, if the war be con¬ 
tinued much longer? efpecially aSy if we give the 
hefieged any relaxation , they will be in a condition 
to fend more frequent and more confiderable em- 
haffes into Hetruria. Bejides which, the circum 
fiance which now difgufts the Hetrurians, that is, 
the creation of a King at Veii , may change in an 
infianty eithe'r by the general confent of the city to 
reconcile that People, or the voluntary abdication 
of the King himfelf, who may not be willing that 
his fovereignty fhould be an. obfiacle to the fafety of 
his couniiy. 

Though the continuance of the fiege were not ef~ 
fential to the fuccefs of the prefent war, it would 
be of the highefi importance in refpeft to military 
difeipline to accuftom our feldieis, not only to enjoy 
the victories they acquire, but when war is fpun 
out to any length, to wait the ijfue of it with con - 
fancy to the end, without fuffering themfelves to 
be overcome by the tedioufnefs of delay \ to continue 
it during the winter, if it cannot be terminated 
fccner ; and not to turn their eyes and defires to¬ 
wards their boufes as foon as autumn comes on, 
like thofe birds that difappear with the fummer . 
(a) And, I beg you , Jhall the eagernefs and plea¬ 
sure of hunting draw men i?ito for efts, and over 
mountains through frofts and flows , and Jhall we 
not jhrw the fame patience in war for the neceffi - 

(a) Obfecro vos. venandi cefttatibus earn patientiam 
frudium ac\olupta$ homines nor, adhibebimus, quam vel 
per nives ac pruinas in mon- iufus ac voluptas elicere folet ? 
tt s iylvaique rapit: belli ne- Liv. 


ties 
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ties of ft ate that we chufe to praClife for our A.R. 3-^ 
fport and paftime ? Do we believe our foldiers fo^n t. C> 
fcft and effeminate, both in refpeCl to their bodies 4 0Cs 
and courage, that they can prevail upon themfelves 
neither to continue feme time from their. houfes, 
nor to pafs a winter in the camp ? They would 
blujh no doubt to hear fuch difcourfe of them ; and 
would .anfwer with indignation, that they are no 
lefs ready to make war in winter than fummer ; 
that they have not commiffwned the Tribunes to de- • 
clare themfelves advocates of cowardice and effemi¬ 
nacy in their names \ and that they have not forgot 
it was not in the Jhade and under their roofs, but 
in the open fields that their anceftors eftablijhed the 
Tribunitian power. 

Thefe are fentiments worthy of our foldiers, 
worthy of the Roman name: not to confider only 
the fteige of Veil, nor the war which we are actu¬ 
ally Making, but to carry their views farther, and 
tp regard in the prefent juncture the eftablijhment 
of their reputation for other wars and other ene¬ 
mies . Do you think, that what is now to pafs at 
Veii, will not fix in the minds of the neighbouring 
people the idea they will believe they ought to form 
of you \ and that it is a matter of indifference 
whether thofe people perfaade themfelves, that, if 
they fuftain the fir ft ardour and vivacity of the Rp- ' 
mans, which are of no long duration , there is no¬ 
thing farther to apprehend from them: or on the 

contrary, that you fo eftablijh the terror of your 
name among ft them , that they are affured neither 
the tedioufnefs of a long attack, nor the rigours of 
the winter, are capable of making a Roman army 
quit a fiege they have once undertaken ; that 
the Romans know no end of war but victory, and 

that they value themfelves as much upon their per - 
Jiverance, as impetuojity, in their attacks ? 



Can 
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A.R, 352. Can any thing more grateful happen to the Vet- 
C. tntes , than to fee Rom firfl , and then the camp , 
4 °°‘ tom in pieces by diviftons ? As for them , they do 

not aft in this manner. In the midjl of the hor¬ 
rors of war, and the inconveniencies of a long fiege, 
all is quiet at Veii . The new inftitution of a King 
excites neither murmur nor fedition . The refufal 
of aid from Hetruria has made no change in their 
difpofttion , and does not exafperate them againjl the 
King , who alone is the caufe of it. Whence think 
you arifes this great tranquillity? It is becaufe 
whoever fhould dare to excite any trouble , would 
be immediately put to death \ and they do not hold 
fucb difcourfes there with impunity , as they do 
here. 

For , to your Jhame it mufi be confeffed , that the 
charms of the Tribunitian power have fo blinded 
and bewitched you, that under the name and pro-- 
teftion of the Tribunes , the greateft crimes find en¬ 
tire impumty with you. It only remains for them 
to cany the fame fpirit of revolt into the camp> 
which they are continually fomenting in your affiem- 
blits: to corrupt the armies by their feditious ha¬ 
rangues , as they are inceffantly labouring to feduce 
the People here: and to teach the foldiers to obey 
neither their generals nor officers: liberty now at 
length being made to confift in regarding neither the 
Senate , the magiferatcs , the laws and cufioms of 
our ancefiors , nor any of the regulations fo wifely 
efiablijhed amongfl us for fupporting military dtfci - 
pline in all its vigour . 

A kh a Appius oppofing the declamations of the Tri- 
Vai rwW-bunes with a folid eloquence, founded on ftrength • 
tjn ib'-ar- 0 f rea f onSs was thyg difputing empire with them 

Romtr-. tCf ° ver t ^ e niinds of the People, when the news 

of a confiderable lofs, received by the Romans 
at Veii, (who would believe it ?) gave him the 
fuperiority to the Tribunes, and infpired bot!\ 

orders 
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orders of the ftate with new ardour for, eontinur 35 * 
ing the fiege- with more vigour than ever* The Ant * 
machines had been advanced very ne^r the wajls> 

But as the Romans were more intent- on carry¬ 
ing on their works in the day, thaqi guarding 
them in the night, the befieged, when leaft e*- 
pecfted, fallied in great numbers out of the city 
with lighted torches in their hands,, fet fire to 
the machines which had coft infinite time and 

• s 

trouble, and the flames confumed them in an 
inftant. Many foldiers, who endeavoured to 
prevent it in vain, 
fword or the fire. 


loft their lives either by the 


When this news was brought to Rome, the 
whole city was much afflidted, and the Senators 
apprehended, that the Tribunes, imputing this 
lot’s to their counfels, might take occafion from 
it to infult them as well as the Commonwealth, 
and that it would be impoffible to put a flop to 
the fedition either in the city or in the camp, 

Dire&ly the contrary happened. 

The cavalry of the Roman armies had hi -Admirable 

therto confided only of the Roman Knights/^^ 
whom the public furnifhed with horfes. O 
the prefent occafion, the citizens, who had th zPtople. 
income neceffary for being admitted into that 
order, and to whom the Cenfors had not affigned 
horfes kept at the public expence, after having 
concerted together, repaired to the Senate, where 
having obtained audience, they declared that 
they were ready to fupply themfelves with hor¬ 
fes, in order to be in a condition- to ferve the 
Commonwealth. The Senate received fo gene¬ 
rous an offer with great marks of gratitude, and 
the report of it fpread immediately throughout 
the whole city. The Plebeians, fired with 3 
noble jealoufy, prefented themfelves alfo before 
the Senate in their turn, and fakk that to fuf- 

tain 
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A.R. 352. tain the honour of the infantry, they were come 
A*- c - to offer their fervice out of their turn, ready to 
400m march wherever it ihould be deemed neceffary; 

and that if they were led to Veii, they engaged 
beforehand not to return from thence till that ci¬ 


ty was taken. 

SenjzUejg It was not pofiible for the Senate to fet any 
of the Se- bounds to the joy with which they were feized, 
***** and in a manner tranfported, at this inftant. They 

did not content themfelves, as they had done in 
refpedt to the Knights, with appointing one of 
the magiftrates to return their thanks, or with 
caufing fome of the Plebeians to be brought in 
to hear their anfwer. The Senators, quitting 
their houfes in a body, and turning towards the 
People who were affembled in the Forum, from 
the afcent where they were, expreffed both by 
their voices and geftures all they thought and 
all they felt. They cried out, that by fuch an 
unanimity and concord, Rome would be hap¬ 
py, invincible, and eternal. They gave the 
horfe and foot the higheft praifes. They con- 
fidered that day as the moft fortunate and moft 
glorious of the commonwealth. They owned 
that the Senate was overcome in generofity. 
Tears of joy were feen to flow on both fides, 
and nothing was heard but congratulations and 
thanks. The Senators having been recalled in¬ 
to the Senate, a decree was palled, by which 
the Military Tribunes were direfted to call an 
aflembly of the People, to thank the horfe and 
foot in the name of the public, and to allure 
them, that the Senate would ever bear in mind 
their good-will and zeal for their country. By 
the fame decree it was alfo ordained, that thofe 


voluntary foldiers Ihould be allowed the years 
of fervice, as if they had aftually been levied 
in form. 


A 
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A certain pay was alfo inftituted for the horfe, A -R. 352. 
as had before been done for the foot. Livy does Ant * G - . 
not mention here the amount of that pay. He in ^ 
fays elfewhere, that it was thrice as much as mud for 
that of the foot. According to Polybius, the the horfe. 
pay of the foot was two oboli a day j (fomething * Q - I2 * 
more than three fols French', or three half-pence* * g ' 
Englifh) and that of the horfe fix oboli , which^ 
is thrice as much, (ten fols). Provifions were 
very cheap in thofe days. The bufhel of wheat jj. j. Zm 
was ufually fold for no more than four oboli (fixp. 103. 
fols and an half) and the bufhel of . barley for 
half that price. A bufhel of wheat would 
fubfift a foldier eight days. This is the firft 
time that the cavalry furniflied themfelves with 
horfes. 

The new army of voluntiers being arrived at 
Veii, did not only reinftate the works which 
had been ruined, but added new ones to them. 

More care than ever was taken to fend provifions 
in abundance from the city to the camp, in order 
that fo courageous and well-difpofed an army 
might want for nothing. 

Military Tribunes were elefted for the follow¬ 
ing year. 

C. Servilius Ahala, III. &c. A.R. 353. 

The Volfci make themfelves matters ofAnt.C. 
Anxur by treachery, where the Romans had a 399 * 
garrifon. 

The difcord between the two generals who DMfim 
commanded before Veii, occafioned a defeat bet ' vje ** r 
there. The * Fidenates and Falifci, two peo-y//* 
pie of Hetruria, apprehending that the Roman £% es occam 
armies would fall upon them after the taking of fans afe- 
Veii, to which they were near neighbours, uni- <°nddftat 

at Veii . 

* Livy fays the Capenates: the Fidenates were Sabines. 

ted 
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A.R. 353. ted their forces, and attacked the Roman lines 
Ant. C. at the part where Manius Sergius, one of the 
399 - Military Tribunes, commanded. The report 

which fpread, that all Hetruria was advancing 
to the aid of Veii, terrified the troops of Ser¬ 
gius, and at the fame time encouraged the be- 
fieged to make a vigorous fally. The only 
refource was for the troops of the great camp, 
which was not very remote, to come and fuftain 
Sergius. Virginius, who commanded there, 
was his declared enemy. He was informed of 
the attack and danger; but he kept in his 
camp, faying, that if his collegue flood in need 
of his fervice, he would let him know it Ser¬ 
gius, imagining it difhonourable to demand aid 
of a man with whom he was entirely at vari¬ 
ance, chofe rather to fuffer himfelf to be defeated 
by the enemy, than to be obliged to his col¬ 
legue for vi&ory. His troops, after having 
fuffered exceedingly, abandoned their lines. 
Some retired into the great camp: but the 
greateft part of them, with Sergius at their 
head, marched dire&ly to Rome. 

As he laid the whole blame upon his col- 

obliged to Iegue, Virginius was fent for, and the command 
abdicate given to their lieutenants during their abfence. 
tbnr office, jjje a ff a } r was exam j nec j j n th e Senate, The two 

Military Tribunes were lefs intent upon defend¬ 
ing themfelves, than accufing each other, and 
they did not fpare reproaches and infults on ei¬ 
ther fide. The Senate fcarce afted more rea- 
fonably. Very few of them, in the enquiry in¬ 
to this affair, judged with a view to equity 
and the good of the public: friendfhip and fa¬ 
vour determined the fuffrages of the majority. 
The elder and principal Senators perceiving this 
difpofition, referred to a farther time a fuller 
examination whether fo (hameful a defeat had 

happened 


They are 
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jiappened through the fault of the generals, orA.R. 353. 
the common enough misfortune of war. They Ant - c - 
believed it neceffary to proceed diredly to the 399 '. 
remedy, and not to wait the time fixed for the 
election, but to nominate new Military Tri¬ 
bunes immediately, who ffiould enter upon of¬ 
fice on the calends of October, that is to fay, 
the firft day of that month. This opinion was 
generally approved, without being complained 
of by the other Military Tribunes. Sergius 
and Virginius, who had given occafion for it, 
were the only perfons who oppofed the decree 
of the Senate. They protefted that they would 
not quit their office before the ides of December, 
which was the ufual day for the election of new 
magiftrates. 

During thefe difputes, the Tribunes of the 
People, intent upon all occafions for adding 
weight to their authority, rofe up with warmth, 
and in a haughty imperious tone menaced the 
Military Tribunes to commit them to prifon, if 
they did not obey the orders of the Senate. 
Servilius Ahala, one of the Military Tribunes, 
addreffing himfelf upon that to the Tribunes of 

the People, If it were a proper time , faid he to 
them, I would fhew you how little right you have 
to make us f*cb menaces, and how little we fear 
them. But the queftion is now, to caufe the Secret 
of the Senate to be put in execution, therefore as 

to you , T ribms of the People , do you ceafe to 
take an advantage of our difputes for exciting broils 
and extending your power. And as to our two 
collegues, they fhall either comply willingly with , 
what the Senate ordains, or if they perftjl in refufi 
ing to obey , I fhall immediately declare a Diffa* 
tor , who will know bow to oblige them to quit their 
office. This difcourfe was applauded by the 
whole aflembly, the Senators being exceedingly 
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A.R. 3 ; 3 .pleaftd, that a more certain and confiftent me- 
Ant, C. thod was found out for overcoming the obfti- 
399* nacy of the refradory, than having recourfe to 

the threats of the Tribunes. And accordingly 
they fubrnitted to the unanimous authority of 
the Senate, and new Military Tribunes were 
elefted to enter upon office on the calends of 
Oftober. 


A.R.354. 
Ant. C. 
398. 


L. Valerius Potitus IV. 

M. Furius Camillus II. &c» 


Complaints There were abundance of affairs and wars 
oftke 7 W-during the adminiftration of thefe Military Tri- 

urrln°7be b unes ' Their firft care was to make the levies, 
imtofifions which they included not only the youth, who 

were not yet of the age prefcribed by the laws, 
but even the old men, both of whom they ob- 
liged to take arms for the guard of the city. 
The more the number of the foldiers was aug¬ 
mented, the more money was neceffary for their 
pay ; and that money was raifed upon the citi¬ 
zens, who remained at Rome. Thefe impofi- 
tions, from which the old men, who had been 
lifted, were not exempt, becaufe they did not 
quit the city, excited complaints amongft the 
People*, and the more, becaufe the Tribunes 
were inceffantly animating them by feditious ha¬ 
rangues, and reprefenting to them, “ that the 
“ Patricians feemed folely intent upon depref- 
15 fing the citizens; part of them by the fad 
neceflity of bearing arms, and the reft, by 
impofitions, which they were not able to 
fupport. That they no longer made any 
u difference between winter and fummer. That 
wars were exprefsly multiplied, for occafions 
to diftrefs the People. That only one of 
them had already continued during five years-, 

“ and 
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and that the Generals induftrioufly fucceeded A.R. 354. 
e< amifs, in order to protradit the longer. That An ^ c - 
€t in refped to the old men, who had brought 
back nothing from the wars but bodies weak- 
u ened and worn out by fatigues, wounds, and 
“ years, and who at their return had found 
u their lands almoft uncultivated through the 
u long abfcnce of their owners, they had the 
<c cruelty to exaft from them, notwithftanding 
<c the bad condition of their affairs, taxes and 
“ contributions, and to oblige them to return 
the commonwealth double the pay they had 
16 received from it, and that too with intereft.” 

It is eafy to judge how capable fuch difcourfes 
were of irritating a People already too much 
inclined of themfelves to complain and murmur. 

It was in this, as we have feen hitherto, that the 
great employment and ability of thefc Plebeian 
magiftrates confided, which often formed their 
whole merit. 

During thefe troubles, the time for eleding£Ar/m of 
new Tribunes of the People arrived. Their'^^V 

number'could not be filled up. The Patricians 
ufed' fome endeavours to get themfelves adopted ‘ 
by thofe who had been chofen, and < to fill up wtbfgmt 
the vacant places. Not being able to obtain^’™/'/* 
That, they found means to caufe two Plebeians 
devoted to them to be adopted, being well 
pleafed to infringe the law Trebonia , which on 
a like conjuncture, as has been obferved in its 
place, ordained, that the People for the future 
Ihould eleft their Tribunes, and eled all of 
them together. 

Amongft thofe who had been chofen was one f w0 Mli- 
Trebonius, who believed it his d.ity to his name #*?^ n ~ 
and family, to take upon him the defence of a bun,s ^ 
law, inftituted by one of his anceftors. 
therefore complained to the People againft 
Vol. II, S own*/,,*', 
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4.own collegues, to whole weaknefs and indolence 
he afcribed the violation of that law. Three 
of them, who apprehended the People’s refent- 
ment, in order to make a diverfion and conci¬ 
liate their favour, cited Sergius and Virginius, 
who had been Military Tribunes the year before, 
to take their trial before them. They faid, 
“ that to fuch, as fuffered the levies, taxes, 
“ and prolongation of the war with pain, who 
44 lamented the deaths of their children, bro- 
44 thers, kinfmen, and friends, that perifhed 
44 miferably that fatal day at Veii, they offered 
“ a fair occafion to avenge themfelves, and the 
44 public, upon the heads of two perfons equal- 
44 ly criminal and refponfible for all the mif- 
44 fortunes which had happened. That their 
44 own confeffion, the evidence of their col- 
44 legues, and the decree of the Senate who 
44 had obliged them to abdicate their office, 
44 were proofs to which there could be nothing 
44 to reply. That they might remember that 
44 fatal day, when they faw the fad remains of 
44 the foldiers defeated at Veii, return to Rome 
w ftill trembling with their fears, and covered 
44 with wounds, accufing neither fortune, noj* 
4fc any of the Gods, but their generals, as the 
44 lole authors of their defeat. That they were 
44 allured, there was not a fingle perfon in the 
44 affembly, who did not at that time pronounce 
44 a thoufand curfes againft the perfons, for^ 
44 tunes, and lives of Virginius and Sergius. 
“• That after having devoted them in that man- 
4C ner to the anger of the Gods, it would ill 
44 become the People not to exert their power 
44 againft them, when they both could and 
41 ought. That the Gods did not puniffi cri- 
f4 minals themfelves, but were contented with 
H arming in fome manner the hands of thofe 

4 ‘ they 
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84 they had injured, in fupplyirig them with ^* R ^ 54 * 
“ the occafionuf avenging themfelves” The ^ ' 
People, irritated by thefe difcourfes, condemned 
the two criminals in a fine. 

This was a very flight punifhment for a pr z-Rtafins 
varication, or rather a treafon, fo criminal and f or J'°flight 
evident. For they could not deny, the one , a 
that he would not have recourfe to his collegue , mnu 
when he faw himfelf in extreme danger; and 
the other, that when he was informed of his 
collegue’s danger, that he would not move to 
his aid. fo criminal a difpofition, which di¬ 
rectly attacks the ftate, which for a private 
pique makes perfons forget all that they owe 
their country, and which reckons the deaths of 
a confiderable number of brave foldiers as no¬ 
thing, feems to have required, that an ex¬ 
emplary and molt diftinguifhed punifhment 
Ihould have been made of it, to prevent the fad 
effefts of this kind of jealoufy and difiention, 
too common amongft Generals who ferve to¬ 
gether. 

But it was one of the maxims of the Roman 
policy, not to treat Generals who had been un- 
fuccefsful in war with exceffive feverity. The 
Roman people, generally fpeaking, were very 
moderate in the punifhment of criminals. Livy 
makes this remark, where he fpeaks of the exe¬ 
cution of Met’tius Fuffetius, who was drawn 
afunder by four horfes; and he fay?, (a) That 
was the firft and laft example of a punifhment 
amongft the Romans, in which the laws of hu¬ 
manity feem to have been forgot; but that in 

(*) Prlmum ultimumque aliis gloriari licet nulli gen- 
illud fupplicium apud Roma- tium mitiores placuifle pce- 
nos exempli parum memoris nas. Liv. i. c. 28. 
legum Jiuman^rum fuit. In 
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A.R.3 -4 other inftances, no people could boaft of hav- 
Anc. C. i*'g been ladsfied with lighter inflictions upon 

its citizens guilty or crimes. They were ufuai- 
ly puniflvrd oy grmk fines or banifhment; and 
■ during 2 Lng ieties of years we fee very tew of 
them LOi.demned to die. The Romans in rc- 
lpcct to their generals had a particular reafon 
for acting with great lenity. Belides that the 
faults of a perfon charged with the command, 
fell inciiecdy upon the People who had elefted 
him, they knew the multiplicity of cares, pains, 
and diiquiets, that attend the command of an 
army*, and they would not add new ones to 
them, in leaving the general the fear of feeing 
himfeif condemned to a fhamefulpunifhment, it 
he had the misfortune to iucceed ill in a cam¬ 
paign *, nor difguft thole to whom they con-* 
tided the command oi their armies, by fuch an 
example. Every body knows in what manner 
Varro was received after the lots of the battle 
pf Cannae. 

In the wars which were made this year on 
different Tides, no confiderahle events happened. 
The Tribunes ot the People were very bufy at 
this time, in propofing the Agrarian law, and 
in oppofing the payment of taxations, though 

abfolutely neceffary for the lubfiftence of the arr 

dVlzhian mics. A confiderahle victory, which they gain- 
u :. in the election of Military Tribunes, amongft 

y^^^'.'whom a Plebeian was at lengrh chofen, induced 
A-.-/. them to ujfift from their purfuits, and to fuffer 

the taxes to be raffed. 


^ h .. P. Licikius Calvus, &c. 

An:. C. The Plebeian admitted amonrrft the Military 

^ O w 

\ _ Tribunes was fo called. Livy fays, that he was 

i an ancient Senator. It does not appear hitherto, 

that 

V 7, « 
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(1) that any Plebeian had fate in the Senate, and A.R. 355. 
that hiftorian no where mentions that there had. Ant,c * 

It is therefore very probable, that fome error^ 97# 
may have here crept into the text. PerizoniuS, i’ e riz. An. 
a learned and judicious writer of diflertations,Hift.c. s. 
tells us, that the Military Tribunes of this year 
were all * lebeians except one; and Livy him- 
felf fupplics him with the Proof of it, in nomi¬ 
nating Tribunes of the People of all the families 
here in queftion. The reader will diipenfe with 
my entering into difeuflions of this kind. 

The next eleftion Were all Plebeians, except 
one. 

( I ) Some writers fay, that been admitted into the Senate 
the conjidtrabk Plebeians had from the 263 d Tear of Rome, 
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SECT. II. 


Injlituticn of the Ledtiftemium for making the 
pi gut ceafe. A fudden increafe of the waters 

of the Alban Lake gives occafion for folding tq 
Delphi . Anfwer cf that oracle . Licinius re - 
fufes the office of Military Tribune , and caufes 
the elec\ ion to fall upon his fon . Camillas is 

declared Dictator. He re-injiates affairs at 
Veii. IVhen he is upon the point of taking that 
cit)\ he confults the Senate about the fpoils . 
The city is taken by the means of a mine . Fine 
faying of Camillas . Extraordinary joy of Rome . 
Triumph of Camillas . The tenth of the fpqils 

confecrated to Apollo . The People demand to 
remove to Veii . New difficulty concerning the 
extent to be given the vow of the tenth . The 
Roman Ladies divejl themfelves of their jewels 
to fupply the quantity of gold neceffary for the 
prefent to Apollo . They are advantageoujly re¬ 

warded. 


M. Veturius, &c. 

AxilC * A Great plague that broke out this year at 
396. x\. R° m e, occafioned the inftitution of a new 

Inf.ituticn religious ceremony, called Leftifternium . That 

' word is derived from leftos fternere , to prepare 
b e ds. The cuftom at Rome, in times of great 

Jrr making 7 y 

the fagu e danger, or great fuccefs, was to decree loiemn 
aaj}. feafts to the Gods in order to implore their aid, 

or to render them public thanks for the protec¬ 
tion received from them. Officers called Tri¬ 


umviri > and in procefs of time, when their num¬ 
ber was augmented to feven, Septemviri epulones y 
much considered at Rome, prefided in thefe 
feafts. According to the cuftom of thofe times, 
they prepared in the temples round the tables, 

beds 
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beds covered with magnificent carpets, cuftuons, A R. 356. 

and feats. The ftatues of the Gods and God Ant * 
deffes, invited to the feaftferved upon the table, 35 * • 

Were placed on them, and they were deemed to 
be prefent at and partake of it. (a) Valerius 
Maximus informs us, that they vouchfafed to 
conform to human cuftoms, and that in this 
ceremony Jupiter lay at length upon a bed, and 
Juno and Minerva fate on feats. 

In this manner this feaft was celebrated on the 
prefent occafion in the name of the public, 
which is the firft time the Leflifternium is men¬ 
tioned.- Private perfons did the fame during 
the eight days of the folemnity, and mutually 
entertained each other at their tables. The 
whole city kept open houfe, and tables were 
fpread* and feafts celebrated, at which every 
thing was in common, and every body known 
and unknown equally welcome. Quarrels and 
proceedings at law were fufpended, and prifon- 
ers had their chains taken off during the whole 
time of the feaft. It was afterwards made a 
fcruple of confcience to put on the chains again 
of thofe whom the Gods had delivered from’' 
them. It is remarkable that the Pagans them* 
felves did not believe their feftivals duly cele¬ 
brated, if they retained hatred and enmity in 
their hearts. 

Whilft this ceremony was celebrated at Rome,^,/^ 0 f 
the Capenatesand Falifci fuddenly attacked th ttbe enemy 
lines before Veii, as they had done fome years^W'/"^< 
before; but with very different fuccefs. The rs P u l fe ^ 
ftill recent condemnation of Sergius and Virgi¬ 
nia produced its effect. Troops were immedi^ 


fa) Foemina cum viris cu- vit. Nam Jovis epulo, ipfe 
bantibusfedentesccenitabant: in lettulum, Junofc Miner- 
quae confuetudo ex hominum vain fellas, ad ccenam invi- 
conviiia ad divina penetra- tantur. Fed. Max. /. 1. c. z. 

S 4 ately 
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AR. stately difpatched from the great camp to defend 
Anr. C. t jj e j; neSj The enem y were repulfed with con- 

fiderable lofs, as well as the befieged, who had 
made a fally, and -ere vigoroufly purfued even 
into the city. 


396. 


Scruples of 


The C'.mitia for the election of magiftrates 


re 

lb 


tralcs. 


religion in approached, and gave the fenators no lefs dif- 
'/fid to quiet than the fiege of Veil. They faw with 
‘ofmf'tf o™** r ^ at the laft eledion the firft dignity of 
m9gt the (late had not only been communicated to the 
People, but almoft entirely taken away from 
the nobility. They confidered, or were for 
having others confider, the plague and the other 
evils that had afflided Rome, as marks of the 
anger of the Gods againft the Romans on ac¬ 
count of that innovation in the offices, wherein 
no regard had been had to the noble families, 
who alone had the diredion of the aufpices, and 

Now the right of aufpices being 
attached to the fupreme magiftracy, they ftrong- 
Iy reprefented religion as concerned in the injury 
done the nobility. To avoid this inconvenience 
in the approaching eledion, they engaged all 
the moft confiderable Patricians to offer them- 


facred things. 


fdves as candidates, 
effed. 


This double method took 


The People, out of refped for thofe 
great perfons, and through (a) the fcruples of 
confcience that had been inculcated into them 
in refped to religion, of which they were very 
fufceptible, nominated none but Patricians, all 
of great reputation and peculiar merit. 


(a) Ut funt mobiles ad fuperfiitione; 
mentcs. 'Tacit. Annul. 1. 28. 


perculfas femel 


L. Va- 
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L. Valerius Potitus V. 

M. Furius Camillus 111. &c. 


A.R. 357. 
Ant. C. 

395 - 


Nothing however of importance pafled this 
year. Only the lands of the Falifci and Cape- 
nates were ravaged, in which nothing was fpared 
that fire and fword could deftroy. 

Amongft many other prodigies, the fudden Afudden 
increafe of the Alban Lake, that happened mreafcof 
without any previous rains, or any apparent 
natural caufe (for the phyfics were then little^ 
known) drew the attention of the Romans 5 occafions 
and the more, becaufe the extreme drought ofthtfending 
the fummer had dried up all the fprings, and*° 
almoft all the rivers of the country. Deputies 
were fent to Delphi, to know the meaning ofiiv. 5. 
the Gods by this prodigy. But the explanation r5—iS. 
of it was believed to have been had nearer home^ Iut * In 
As it is ufual, in long fieges, for the befiegers j ^ 
and befieged to talk with each other from their 3 ’ 
pofts, it happened that a Roman had made an 
acquaintance and frequently difcourfed with an 
old man of Veii, who pafled for one of great 
(kill in divination, and if common report may 
be believed, explained the prodigy about which 
people were in pain to him. Having found 
means to induce him to come out of the city, he 
feized hold of him, and as he was the ftrongeft 
carried him off, and with the help of fome of 
his comrades, brought him before the general, 
who, after he had heard him, fenc him ynder 
a guard to Rome. When he was introduced, 
into the Senate, and interrogated concerning the 
increafe of the Alban Lake, he anfwered, That 
the Gods muft have been very angry with the 
Veientes on the day, when they put ic into his 
thoughts Co difeover that to a Roman, which 
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was to occafion the ruin of his country *, but that 
they were mailers, and that it was not in his 
power to afi: contrary to their will: That it was 
written then in the book, of Fate, that when the 
water of the Alban lake fhould be increafed, if 
the Romans let it out in the proper * manner, 
which he told them, they fhould gain the vic¬ 
tory over the Veientes; and that till then the 
Gods would not abandon Veii. Though this 
pretended prophecy made a ftrong impreffion 
upon the Romans, they defired a better autho¬ 
rity ; and thought it neceffary to wait the return 
of the deputies from Delphi. In the mean time 
new Military Tribunes were ele&ed. 


A.R. 358. 
Ant. C. 

394 - 


L. Julius Julus, &c. 

The inhabitants of Tarquinii, to take advan¬ 
tage of the favourable conjuncture, when the 
Romans were employed abroad in different wars, 
and at home in domeftic divifions, fent out great 
parties to ravage their country. They were re- 
pulled with vigour, and obliged to retire with 
great lofs. 

The fiege of Veii gave great difquiet, and 
there was no hopes of putting an end to it, but 
by the peculiar favour of the Gods. The return 
of the deputies revived thofe hopes. They 
brought back an anfwer conformable to that of 
the Hetrurian Soothfayer, which befides inform¬ 
ed them, that it was neceffary to re-inftate cer¬ 
tain ceremonies of religion, which had been 
omitted and neglected. This advice was con¬ 
ceived to regard the laft election of Military 


* Cicero relates it , where 
be makes this Soothfayer fay 7 
that if the water of the Lake , 
when let our, reached tbefea , 


it would be unfortunate for ■ 
the Romans; but if not , it 
would be a good omen for them « 

Lib. i. de Divin. n. i©o. 

Tribunes, 
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Tribunes, wherein there had been fome defeft,A.R.3s8. 
and the Feftivals called Feria Latina. Anc - 

The Military Tribunes having abdicated their 
office, a new eleftion came on. The Plebeian nfufes the 
P. Lieinius Calvys, of whom we have fpoke#*^ 
above, was at firft unanimoufly chofen. He was^f*'? 
the firft of the Plebeian Order, who had bczt\ ri f u ft e \ 
ele&ee} Military Tribune. He had {hewn great** for™! 
moderation in the exercife of that office ; but fan. 
was very old at that time. The People feemed 
alfo upon the point of re-ele<fting leveral of 
thofe, who had before been Military Tribunes 
with him. Licinius, before the report of his 
election was made, demanded to fpeak to the 
People, as was ufual, and exprefled himfelf to the 
following effeft: 1 perceive , Romans, that your 
remembrance of the union between my collegues and 
myfelf in our firft adminiftration.> an union more 
neceffiary than ever in the prefent conjuncture, dif- 
pofes you tore-electfeveralof us , whom experience 
has made ftill more capable of commanding , into 
the fame office. As for myfelf, I am no longer the 
fame man. Ton behold in me only the Jkadow and 
name of Licinius. The ftrength of my body has 
entirely left me. I can fcarce fee^or hear, my 
memory fails me , and the vigour of my mind is 
worn out. Suffer me to prefent my fon to you , 

(he held him by the hand) the living image of 
him you honoured firft of all the Plebeians with 
the office of Military Tribune. Brought up in my 
fight and principles , I give, I devote, him to 
the Commonwealth in my ftead. 1 Jhall be 
highly obliged , Romans, if you grant the honour 
you give, me of ycur own accord, and without fo - 
litiMioth to. the demand of my fon, and the re- 
quejl which I add in his favour. No difficulty 
w*s made to grant his defire, and his fon was 
unanimoufly ele&ed. Military Tribune. 


P. 
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^' * Every thing the Gods feemed to require of 
bamillus the Romans had been exadlly performed. The 
declared peri# Latina had been celebrated with the ce- 

itoz/cr. remon j es prefcribed. The water of the Alban 

jg^_ l\ Lake had been drawn off by canals, and turned 
Pintle upon the Lnds. The tench year of the fiege 
Camil. of Veii was now arrived *, and every thing 
I 3 I - J 33-feemed to denounce the approach of viftory to 

the Romans. 


A fad event however, which might have dif- 
concerted that enterprize for ever, happened 
the beginning of this year. Two of the Mili¬ 
tary Tribunes, Titinius and Genucius, who com¬ 
manded againft the Capenates and Falifci, add¬ 
ing in that war with more ardor and bravery 
than conduft, gave headlong into an ambuf* 
cade. That rafhnefs coft Genucius dear, who 
was killed fighting valiantly at the head of his 
troops. Titinius retired to an eminence, where 
he drew up the foldicrs who had recovered 
themfelves a little from their terror. He would 


not hazard a battle however; and the difgrace 
was greater than the lofs. Butfame* which de¬ 
lights in exaggerating, efpecially misfortunes* 
occaficned an incredible alarm at Rome* and in 
the camp before Veii. A report fpread there 
amongft the troops, that the Roman army had 
been cut in pieces, with both their Generals, and 
that the Capenates and Falifci, encouraged by 
their viftory, were on full march with theif 
chofen youth to attack the lines. The panic 
was fo great in the army, that it was juft upon 
the point of difbanding univerfallv, and many 
did aftually fly from the camp. 

The confteraation occafioned ft'ill greater 
trouble and conftifion at Rome. It was be¬ 


lieved 
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Iieved there, that the camp before Veii had alrea- A.R. 359. 
dy been attacked, and that part of the enemy Ant - C. 
were upon full march to Rome. People ran to 393 * 
the wails j guards were polled at the gates of 
the city; and the temples were full of women, 
who with floods of tears implored the mercy of 
the Gods, and that they would caufe the evils 
with which Rome was threatened to fall on 
Veii. 

In this (a) fad conjun&ure the Romans placed 
a General at the head of their armies, des¬ 
tined, fays Livy, by the fates to take Veii, and 
to fave his country. Camillus was created 
Pidlator, and appointed L. Cornelius Scipio 
Mafter of the Horfe. The change of the Gene¬ 
ral immediately changed the face of affairs. 

Hope, courage, and even good fortune, feem’d 
in a moment to revive. We fee here what one 
man can do. It had already been obferved, 
that in all the employments wherein Camillus 
had 'collogues, his great valour, and exalted a- 
biiities had induced them to refign the whole 
honour of the command to him, as if he had 
been commander in chiefs and it was afterwards 
remarked, that during his Diitatorfhips he go¬ 
verned with fo much mildnefs and moderation, 
that the officers fubordinate to him, believed they 
lhared his authority. 

His firft care was to repair to the lines be -Camilla 
fore Veii, where he began by punilhing thofer *inflates 
who had abandoned the camp in the hidden con- at 
fternation, of which I have fppke, with all the^"* 
rigour of difcipline ; and thereby taught . the 

(a) Igitur fatalis dux ad rator mutatus. Alia fpes, a- 
excidium illius urbis, fervan- lius animus homifi'um, for- 
(lieque patris MLFurius Ca- -■ tunaquoque alia urbis videri. 
millus Dictator af&u — Om- Li- v. 5. 19. 
pia repen te mutaverat impe- 
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A.R. 359. troops to be more afraid of the juft feverity of 
Anu C. General, than of the enemy’s forces, how 

formidable foever they might be. On his re¬ 
turn to Rome, he made the levies, none refufing 
to give in their names. The People, in emula¬ 
tion of each other, ran to lift under his com¬ 
mand. The youth of the Latines and Hernici 
came to offer the Dictator their fervice, which 
he accepted, and thanked them for in full fe- 
nate. Every thing was now ready for taking 
the field. Camillus vowed to the Gods, that if 
they gave an happy end to this war, he would 
celebrate the great games (thofe of the Circus) 
and rebuild the temple of the Goddefs called by 
the Romans Mater * Matuta. 

After having made thefe vows, he marched 

againft the Falilci and Capenates, and gave them 
battle. Every thing palled on his fide with 
prudence and reafon; and the fuccefs, as is 
ufual, was anfwerable. He not only defeated 
the enemy, but took their camp, where he 
found confiderable fpoils, of which he referved 
the greateft part for the public treafury, and 
gave the reft to the foldiers. 

From thence he led his army to Veii, which 
he began to inclofe within narrower bounds. 
He re inflated difcipline in the camp, which 
had been obferved with little regularity, and 
put an end to accidental and looie Ikirmilhes 
between the walls of the city and the lines, by 
forbidding the troops to fight without orders. He 
employed them in ufeful and neceflary works, 
and caufed a great number of towers to be ad¬ 
ded to the intrenchments, which they had not 
before. 

9 The fame as Ins flfter of Semek, aunt cf Ba chus , and 
rjBfe of .'.ibamas. 

The 
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The moft important work of all, and thatA.R.359; 
which coft moft pains, was a mine, Camillus, Ant. C. 
feeing that there would be abundance of dan- 
ger and difficulty in carrying the walls of the 
city by foree, undertook to open himfelf a way 
under ground, the earth being of a very pro¬ 
per fort for digging, and capable of being cut 
at a Efficient depth for concealing the work 
from the enemy. To forward it, and at the 
fame time to eafe the workmen, he divided 
them into fix bands, each of which worked fix 
hours, and was then relieved by another. The 
work was carried on night and day without 
interruption till it happily extended to the ci¬ 
tadel. 

The Diftator, when he faw the richeft city Camillas 
of Italy upon the point of falling into his hands, upon the 
in which more confiderable fpoils would b tpoint of 
taken, than had been gained in all theprecc-'f^ thi 
ding wars of Rome together \ to avoid either^ 
drawing the anger of the foldiery upon him for^ 
dividing them with too fparing a hand, or dif- ceming the 
fatisfying the Senators by diftributing them with^ ; * 
too much profufion, he wrote to the Senate to 
inform it, ,£ That by the favour of the immor- 
<£ tal Gods, his cares, and the patience of the 
* c foldiers, Veii would foon be in the hands of 
“ the Roman people. That therefore he de- 
“ fired they would direft him as to the ufe it 
“ was proper to make of the fpoils. 5 * The Se¬ 
nate were of two opinions. The one was that 
of Licinius the father, who being firft afked 
by his fon, replied, that he thought it moft ad- 
vifable, to give notice in the name of the 
“ Commonwealth for all fuch as were willing 
u to fhare in the fpoils to repair to the camp 
M at Veii.” The other was the opinion of Ap- 
pius Claudius. “ He thought, that to aban- 

M don 
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4C don the fpoils in that manner to all that had 
44 hands to take them, hefides its being new, 
44 was attended with great inconveniencies •, that 
44 they would be plundered with profufion by 
u chance and without choice, and with great 
44 inequality. That if it was not judged pro- 
44 per, that the money taken from the .enemy 
fhould be brought into the public treafury, 
44 exhaufted as it was by fo many wars, he was 
44 of opinion, that it ought to be appropriated 
44 to the payment of the foldiers, which would 
44 be a relief to the People, and cafe them of 
44 part of the taxes. That (a) thereby every 
44 houfe would be equally fenfible of the fruits 
44 of this largefs, and the rapacious hands of 
“ idle citizens would not deprive the foldiers 
44 of the rewards fo juftly due to their labours; 
14 it being ufually obferved, that the braveft, 
44 and moft forward in batde, were the leaft 
44 aftive and expert at plundering / 5 
To this Licinius replied: 44 That if that 
u money were brought into the public treafury, 
u it would fupply the People with eternal mat- 
41 ter of complaint, murmur, and fedition. 
44 That it was better therefore to regain their 
44 favour by a largefs, which exhaufted as they 
41 were by the contributions of fo many years, 
44 would be a prefent relief to them. That it 
u was but juft, that all the citizens fhould par- 
44 take of fpoils acquired by a war, in which 
44 they had in a manner grown old. That 
44 what each of them fhould carry to his own 


fa) Ejus enim doni focie- 
tatem fenfuras aequaliter om¬ 
nium domus: non avidas in 
direptiones manu? otioforum 
urbanorum prsrepturas for- 
licm bellatoium prsmia effc: 


cum ita ferme eveniat ut feg- 
nior fit prsedator, ut quifque 
laboris periculiquc prascipu- 
am petere partem foleat, 

Liv. 


houfe, 
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houfe, and take with his own hand from the A.R. 359 
enemy, would be far more agreeable than Anr- 
double or treble the value from another’s. 


‘‘•That the Didator, in referring the affair to 
“ the Senate, had no other view than to fpare 
“ himfelf envy and reproach. That the Senate 
u on their fide, ought in like manner to refer 
<c the whole-to the difpofal of the People, in 
“ permitting them to go and take the- plunder, 
tc as chance fhoul'd throw it in their way.” 

The latter advice, which was the molt po¬ 
pular for the Senate, feemed the beft. Decla¬ 
ration was accordingly made, that fuch as were 
defirous to (hare in the plunder of Veii, had 
only to repair to the camp. How great the . 
multitude of thofe that went thither was, it is 
eafy to judge. 

The Diftator then quitting his pavilion, after The city ^ 
having taken the aufpices, and ordered the fol - taken h 
diers to arm: 0 Pythian Apollo, faid he, under mam 9 f * 
your guidance, and by your orders, I advance to ruin ’ 711 ™* 
the city of Veii: 1 confecrate by vow the tenth part 
of the fpoils to you. And you i Queen Juno , who 
now inhabit Veii, l implore that you will vouchfafe 
to follow * us the viSors to our city , which will 
foon be yours , and where you fit a!I be received in a 
temple worthy of your majefty. 

After having fini filed thefe prayers, as his 
army was very numerous, he gave a general af- 
fault, and attacked the place on all fides, in or- 


* The Pagans believed , 
that the tutelary Gods of a city 
left it , at 'hen it <uias upon the 
point of being taken by the 
enemies. Excefsere omnes 
actytis arifque reliftis Dii, 
quibus imperium hoc llete- 
rat. Virg. JEn. I, z. jit aking 
of Troy. The Tyrians , w hen 

Voi. II. 

•« 


befugedby Alexander , imagine 
edthat Apollo was for leaving 
them , and going over to the 
camp of that Prince . They 
therefore chained kis fiatue 
with a chain of gold to the 
a!ta>- of Hercules , to prevent 
the fight of that God. Diod. 
SlC. 1. I ”7. D. ~ 20. 

/ * i 

T der 
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A.R. 359- der to draw the befiegcd to the walls, and pre-* 
Ant. c. vent them from knowing the real danger they 

had to fear. The Veientes, who did not know 
that their laft hour was come, were eager to run 
in emulation of each other to the walls, not be¬ 
ing able to guefs why the Romans, of whom 
none had appeared out of the lines for many 
days, advanced on a fudden, like mad-men, to 
attack the place on all fides. 

A fabulous relation is inferted here, that the 
King of the Veientes was at this inftant facrificing 
to the Gods: that his diviner having infpedted 
the entrails of the vidtim, cried out, that the 
Gods would give the vidtory to him who fhould 
make oblation of that facrifice. That the Ro¬ 
mans, who were frill under ground, upon hear¬ 
ing thofe words, immediately cut open the mine, 
and coming out of it with great cries and a 
dreadful noife of arms, fo terrified the Veientes, 
that they put them to flight, and feized the en¬ 
trails of the vidtims, which they carried to 
Camillus. (a) But , fays Livy, in things of fucb 
aruient date , I think it fifficient to take what is 
probable for true . Incidents of this kind , which 
are filter for the ft age, that delights in the mar¬ 
velous, than for biftory , it is not worth while either 
to affirm or refute . 

I have repeated this paffage of Livy exprefsly 
to fhew, that he is not fo credulous as fome 
perfons imagine. He lays down a very rational 
principle here, and puts us upon our guard 
againft the propenfity men have for the mar- 

la) Inferitur huic loco fa- tationemfeensgaudentis mi- 
bula.—Sed in rebus tam an- raculis apfiora, quam ad £- 
tiqais, ft, quse fimilia veri dem, neque afHrmare, neque 
fant, pro veris accipiantur, refellere^ opene pretium ell. 
fails habcam. Hxc ad often- Liv. L 5. c. 21. 


vekms, 
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Velous, that fource of fo many errors in hi-A.R.359; 

ftory. ^ Ant * 

The chofen troops having fuccefsfullv entered 393 * 
the citadel in the temple of Juno by tne mine, 
difperfed th^mfelves from thence into the city. 

Some.attacked the foldiers behind who defended 


the walls: others pujled .down the barriers 
and unbarred the gates in order to let in their 
companions: and many fet fire to the houfes to 
prevent the women and flaves from throwing 
down tiles upon them from the roofs.' The Ro¬ 
mans entered in throngs either through the gates 
or by the walls, which they fcsiled without re- 
fiftance, the enemy having abandoned them. 

The whole city refounded with. Ihrieks and la¬ 
mentable cries. Nothing was feen every where 
but blood and (laughter: till Camillus canfed 
proclamation to be made by a herald, that thofe 
Ihould be fpared, who laid down their arms. 

When the prifoners were difarmed and fent off, 
the fignal was given to the foldiers to plunder 
the city, 

Whilft they were employed in that manner, Fine fay ir.o 
the Diftator, who from the greatnefs of th 
fpoils conceived better than before the opulence 
of the city he had juft taken, and the impor¬ 
tance of his conqueft (a), lifted up his hands to 
heaven, and implored the Gods, If his own and 
the good fortune of the Roman People appeared too 
great in their fight , and that it was necejfary to 
qualify it by fome difgrace, that they would be pleaf- 
ed to make it fall upon him , and to fpare the com¬ 
monwealth. After this prayer, adds Livy, Ca- 



(a) Dicitar ’manus ad cce- an lenire fuo priveto incom- 
3 um tollens precatus efl c;Ut mode, cuam [id eft, ptius 
Ji cui deorutn hominutr.qm, ni- quem ] tninhr.o publico pof*uli 
mta fad foriuna populique Romani lice ret. Liv. 

Kant viJerttur, earn in vidi - 

Ta 


millus. 
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A.R.359*niillus, turning round to the right, according 
Ant.C. t0 {^ e cuftom of the Romans upon the like oc- 

cafion, fell down upon the ground, which fall 
was afterwards thought a prefage of his banilh- 
ment, and of the taking ol Rome by the Gauls. 
It is eafy to adapt events after they happen to 
fuch omens. 


The day after the taking of Veil, the prifo- 
ners were fold by auction, and the fums raifed 
from them fet apart for the public treafury. 
The People were much offended at Camillus on 
that account: and as to the plunder which they 
carried home, they believed themfelves neither 
obliged for it to the Dictator, who, in refer¬ 
ring an affair to the Senate that depended only 
upon himfelf, had fufficiently argued his ill- 
will ; nor to the Senate, which of itfelf had not 
appeared too well difpofed in refpedt to them *, 
but folely to the family of the Licinii , who had 
ftrongly efpoufed their intereft. 

After all the profane riches had been removed 
from Veii, Camillus thought of accomplifhing 
the vow which he had made of tranfporting. the 
ftatue of Juno to Rome. For that purpoie he 
chofe out the handfomeft young perfons of the 
whole army. After having purified themfelves 
well, and put on white robes, they approached 
the ftatue with the utmoft refpefl: and venera¬ 
tion, not daring co lay their hands upon it with¬ 
out a religious tremor, bccaufe according to the 
cuftom of the Hetrurians, only a prieft of a 
certain family was permitted to touch her. To 
throw the marvelous into this faft, fome add, 
that upon the Goddefs’s being afked by one of 
thefe young perfons. Whether Jhe would be flea- 
fed to go to Rome ? fhe anfwered by a nod, or 
as others fay, by words, that fhe would . Certain 
it is, that fhe was carried to mount Aventine, 


where 
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where a magnificent temple was eretted for her,A.R. 359. 
which was afterwards dedicated by Camillus. ^ nt * ■ 

Such was the fate of Veii, the moft opulent 393 ’ 
city of all Hetruria, the greatnefs of which 
the ruin itfelf proves, as it could not be re¬ 
duced till after a fiege of ten years, during 
which it made the Romans fuffer greater cala¬ 
mities, than it endured itfelf, and as it was not 
taken by open force and affault, but furprize 
and ftratagem.. 

• When the news that Veii was taken came to Exfra0 ^ 
Rome, notwithftanding the anfwers of the di- 
viners, the oracle of Delphi, the exattitude* me% 
with which all the duties of religion had been 
performed, the choice of the moft able general 
of his times, in a word, though every thing, 
one would have thought, fliould have prepared 
People for that event \ the length and difficul¬ 
ties of the fiege, with the difgraces of the other 
generals who had carried it on before Camillus, 
made that news occafion incredible joy at Rome, 
as if entirely unlooked for, and contrary to the 
general expectation. The concourfe of the Ro¬ 
man ladies in all the temples, whither they re¬ 
paired in throngs to return the Gods thanks, 
prevented the decree of the Senate, which or* 
dained folemn Applications and thankfgivings 
for a greater number of days than had ever 
been done before, that is to fay, for four days 
together. 

The Dittator’s triumph was moft magnifi-^"^ 0 / 
cent, and all the orders of the ftate made it a 

duty to do him honour in emulation of each 

* 

other. Himfelf was willing to exalt the pomp 
by caufing his chariot to be drawn by four 
white horles. It muft be obferved here, that 
the fame colour was afcribed to the ho.rfes of 


T 3 


the 
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A.R.359 the. Sun and of Jupiter, (a) Every body took 
Ant. C. offence at this circumftance * and people judged, 
593 ' that the Dictator thereby exalted himfelf, not 

only above the condition of a citizen of a free 
flare, but even above human nature. They 
imagined, that religion was violated, by the 
ufurpation of an honour which appertained to . 
the immortal Gods ^ and frotn thence alone, his 


triumph was more fplendid than grateful in the 
eyes of the Romans. 

What happens' here in regard to Camillvis, in 
other refpefts fo full of wifdom and moderation, 
{hews us, that there is a fubtile p.oifon in pro- 
fperity and popular applaufe, that imperceptibly 
glides into the heart, and caufes in it a fecret 
{welling, a falfe pride, againft which the great- 
eft and even the wifeft of men find it difficult 

• 1 

to defend themfelves, On the other fide, the 
People 5 * general difguft of a thing that might 
appear inconfiderable enough, argues how higfy 
the Romans carried their refped for the Dir 
vinity. 

Camillus, after having taken all tfie neceffary 
meafures for building the temple of Juno, and 
dedicated that of the Goddefs Matuta , abdi- 
cated the Didatorffiip. 


fmthcf The Senate afterwards deliberated upon the 
the foils vow Camillus had made, to confecrate the tenth 
corfecrated part of the fpoils to Apollo. The accompliffi- 
u Apstlo. ment of that vow, which the Pontiffs declared 


indifpenfible, was not eafily effected. For how 
was it poffible to make the People bring in all 
the foods, in order to extracting from them the 

1 Q 

part due to the God ? After long consultation. 


[a) Param id ncn civile l'gionem eti2m trahebant: 
moco, fed hcmanum etiara tnumphufque ob earn unam 
vif-jm. Jovis Soiilque equis maxixne rem clarior quani 
«Eqaipara:i Ditatorem,in re- gratior fuit. Li<v> l. 5. c. 23. 

the Y- 
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they fixed upon the means that feemed the moft A.R. 359. 
eafy and natural; and was fo in effeft. This Ant * 
was by a public decree to inform all thofe who 393 * 
were willing to clear their conferences, and affure 
the fafety of themfelves and families, to make 
a fair and juft eftimate of the plunder they had 
got, and to tring in the tenth part of it to the 
public treafury, in order to its being formed 
into a prefent of mafly gold, worthy of the 
majefty of the God, the temple, for which it 
was intended, and of the grandeur of the Ro¬ 
man People. This neceflity of contributing at 
their own expence to the gift defigned for Apollo, 
ftill added to the People’s difguft for Camillus. 

For, when intereft is affe&ed, refpeft for the 
Gods grows lefs warm and lively. 

Peace was granted the Volfci and Aiqui, lefs 
becaufe they deferved it, than not to engage 
the People in a new war after that they had fo 
lately undergone, and from which they were 
fcarce well returned. 


P. Cornelius Cossus, &c, A.R. 360. 

The ravages committed in the country of the Anc - c - 
Capenates, oblige them to demand peace, which , 
they obtain. The war againft the Falifci is con- * 2 1 ' 
tinued. Plut. in 

In order to appeafe the fedition, which be- Gamill. 
gan to appear at Rome, the Senate confented to 
fend a colony into the country of the Volfci, jZarJto 
which was to confift of three thoufand citizens, be rmwtd 
to each of whom three acres of land were allot - tQ vtl ' u 
ted. The citizens refufed to go thither, and 
were for fettling at Veii, inftead of being ba- 
nifhed into a remote country. They went fo 
far as to demand that Rome and Veii (hould for 
the future conftitute only one and the fame city . 
commonwealth, in tranfporting half the 

T 4 People 
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A.R. 360. People and Senate to the latter: a demand which 
Ant. C. w m be urged hereafter with much greater 

warmth, and will foon excite great tumults at 
Rome. It found very ftrong oppofition now 
from the Patricians, who protelled that they 
would fooner die than ever fuller fuch a law to 
be propofed in the aflembly of the*Peopie. 
fCrso dip- Camiljus cried out, in aim oft every affembly, 
csiiy con- ^at it was not furprifi?.g to fee the People aban- 

C ^tentto doned to a kind of madnefs and phrenfy. That 
bt gUen it was a vifible puniihment for their negledt to 
f&^^/accomplifh the vow made to Apollo. That 
the tenth. without mentioning the Tenth of the fpoils, his 

confcience would not? fuffer him to be filent 


upon another article that regarded the whole 
people *, which was, that in the Tenth of Veil 
itfelf they included only the moveable effefts, 
whereas the city and adjacent territory ought to 
be included in it, and were a part of the vow. 
The difficulty appeared very ferious to the Se¬ 
nate. They fubmitted it to the confideration 
and judgment of the Pontiffs, who were all of 
the fame opinion with Camillus. An eftimate 
was made in confequence of the city of Veii, 
and the lands in its dependence. The amount 
The Re- of that eftimate was taken out of the public 


man ladies 
di vejl 
them/ hes 
ef their 
jf'ifls Id 
furvijh tbi 
goli r.iiff- 
Jary for 
tbt pre ftni 
to Apollo, 


treafury, and the Military Tribunes were dir 
refted to purchafe gold with it, to be employed 
in die prefent intended tor Apollo of Delphi. 
As gold was very Icarce in thofe times, the 
Roman ladies diftinguifhed themlelves on this 
occafion by a very laudable generofity. In up 
aflembly of them, they unanimoufly refolved 
to carry in all their gold and jewels to the pub- 


c Ibey an 
re-jsardid 
fir it to 
t'rh.r ad¬ 
vantage . 


lie treafury, and went to declare that tdolution 
to the Military Tribunes. Nothing ever gave 
the Senate greater pleafure. And indeed, it 
was an in fiance of great courage, confidering 

how 
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Jiow much attached the,ladies generally are. toA.R. 3 6o. 
jheir jewels. They. facrificed them ho we ver Ant -C* 
freely, not only to their country, but what highly 392 ‘ 
exalts the merit of the aft, to religion. The 
Senate, to Reward them, granted them feveral 
privileges: as to go to the facrifices and games 
in chariots covered and fufpended, called pilenfa 5 pjj ent j s 
to be carried in the ftreets on feftival-days andmatres in 
at other times, in the open chariots, called car- mollibus. 
peniay and to be praifed publicly after death , Vlr &' 
an honour granted before only to men. * The 
gold which they fentto the treafury was weighed, 
in order to their having the value returned them, 


and. a great golden cup was made of it to be 
lent to Delphi. The Roman hiftory has already 
fupplied us, and will farther fupply us, with 
many examples of the zeal of the ladies for their 
country, and of the attention of the Senate to 


reward all aftions that bore the ftamp of love 
for the public good. Nothing contributed fo 
much to bind all parts of the ftate firmly to¬ 
gether, and to attach them to the common in¬ 
ter eft. 


I cannot conclude here, without obferving 
how far the Romans, and Camillus in particu¬ 
lar, carried their delicacy in refpeft: of vows. 
They knew that a vow is an engagement taken 
with the Divinity himfelf, and a folemn promife 
that we make to him, from which we are not 
to depart in any thing for the future ; and that 
if it be a crime to break our word with men, it 
is impiety and facrilege to do fo in refpeft: to 
Qod. 


* Plutarch makes that gold eight talents of gold, ten times 
amount to eight talents , an as much , that is to fay , four- 
almoft incredible fum for thofe fcore thoufand crowns [about 
times. Eight talents of fiver 12 coo /. fterlingj only in 
fre eight thoufand crpyins : jfvtfk* 


When 



M. Fraius Cam i llus, &c. Mil. Trib. 

AR. 361. When the duties of religion were difcharged 
Aoc, C. at Rome, the Tribunes of the People began again 
39 u to ftir, and to urge their propofal of removing 

part of all Orders of the ftate to Veii. As the 
People faw, that nothing could be terminated be¬ 
fore the end of the year, they nominated the 
fame Tribunes who had firft fet the affair on 
foot for the year following. The Patricians did 
the fame on their fide, and continued almoft all 
the fame Military Tribunes, 


SECT. III. 


Expedition of Camillus againjl the Falifci. trea¬ 
chery of a fcboolmafter , who delivers up his pu¬ 
pils : Generojity of Camillus , who fends them 
back to their Parents . The Falifci furrender 
themfelves to the Romans . The deputies fent with 
a gold cup to Delphi , are taken by pirates . Ge¬ 

nerous conduct of Timafitheus their chief Two 
Tribunes of the people condemned in a fine . Ca¬ 

millas Jlrongly oppofes the tranfmigration of the 
People to Veii. The Senate prevail upon the Peo¬ 
ple by entreaties to reject the propofed law for 
removing to Veii . Death of one of the Cenfors , 
Voice heard by Cadicius concerning the Gauls . 
Camillus , accufed unjuftly by a Tribune of the 
People , prevents his condemnation , and retires 
into banifhment to 4 r & a * 


A.R.361. 
Am. C. 


M. Purius Camillus, &c. 



391. . 

Expedition 

tf Can il - 
lus againjl 
tbt Falifci . 

Liv. 1. 5. of avenging themfelves upon the Falifci, who 

c. 26-28. 

Plat, in 
CamiiJ. p. 

* 33 > * 34 * 


S foon as the Romans faw themfelves 
mailers of Veii, they conceived thoughts 


had haraffed them very much during the liege, 

Camillus was fent againft them this year, and 

after 
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after having defeated them in the field (a), heA.It.39t. 
took their camp, and caufed all the fpoils <?f itAm,C. 
to be fold for the benefit o| the public treafury, 29 l * 

His foldiers were much incenfed againft him on 
that account: but obliged to fubmit by his fe- 
verity of difcipline, they both hated and admi¬ 
red the virtue of their general. It remained to 
form the fiege of the city, which was very 
iftrong, and perhaps in a condition to defend 
itfelf as long as Veil, if the good fortune of the 
commonwealth, and the virtue of Camillus, 
well known before in military affairs, but which 
fhewed itfelf in a new form upon this occafion, 
had not haftened the vidtory. 

All the young perfons of the mod illuftrious Treachery 
houfes of Falerii were under the. care of on 
mafter. This man, in time of peace-* ufually car 
ried them into the country without the walls to up ThpL 
exercife themfelves infports fuitableto their age./i//.* Ge- 
He had not difeontinued this cuftom during the ™°fi[y °f 

war, preparing the way for a treafon for which ^ofelds 
he expefted a considerable reward •, and fom t- t b,mbJk 
times he carried them nearer, fometimes farther, to their pa. 
in order to have it in his power to execute his fW/ * 
defign without fufpicion. At length, finding 
the occafion favourable, he carried all the youth 
confided to his care to Camillus, accompanying 
fo criminal an aftion with no lefs criminal’dif- 
courfe. He told that great man, in deliver- . 
ing up the children, whofe fathers had the 
principal authority in Falerii, was in effeft 
putting that city into his hands. But Camil¬ 
lus, looking at him with a menacing air: 


fa) Caftra capta, prseda ad 
C^useftores redafta, cum mag- 
ua mili turn ira; fed feveritate 

• r 1 • ► • • * 


imperii vifti, eandem virtu- 
tem & oderant, & miraban 
tur. lav, l. 5. c. 26. 


fra; ter, 

w m 
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(a) Trait or , faid he, you do not addrefs yourfelf 
with your impious prefent either to a general or a 
people that ref entile you . We have indeed no ex- 
prefs and formal alliance with the Falifci , but that 
which nature has eftablifhed between all men , both 
dees and Jhall fubftfi between us. War has its 
rights, as well as peace •, and we have learned to 
make it with no lefs juftice than valour . We are 
in arms , not againfi an age which is /pared even 
in cities taken by affault , but againfi men , armed 
like our/elves \ men , who without any previous in¬ 
jury from us , attacked the Roman camp at Veii. 
Thou y to the uimofi cf thy power, haft exceeded 
them by a new and different kind of crime: but 
for me, I Jhall conquer , as at Veit\ by Roman 
arts, by valour , works, and per feverance. The 
traitor was riot difmiffed for this reprimand on¬ 
ly. Camillus caufed him to be ftripped, and 
to have his hands tied behind him ; and arming 
his young fcholars with rods, he ordered them 
to drive him back into the city, and to fcourge 
him all the way \ which no doubt they did 
with a good will. ’ * 

Tee Taisfci At this fight the Falifci, who had been in- 
purrtndtr confolabie for the lofs of their children, raifed 

cries of joy. They were charmed to fuch a 
degree with fo uncommon an example of juftice 


[a] Non ad fimilem, inquit, 
tai nec populum, nec impe- 
ratorem, fceleflus ipfe cum 

fcelefto matsere veniili. No- 

% 

bis com Falifcis, qu$ pafto 
fit humano, focietas non eS: 
quam ingeneravit natura, u- 
thfque ell, eritque. Sunt Sc 
belli, licut pacis, jura : jufte- 
que e2 non minus quam for- 
titer didicimus gerere. Arma 

habemus, non adverfam earn 


$tatem, cui etiam captis ur- 
bibus parcitur; fed adverfus 
armatos, & ip(os, qui nec 
Isefi, nec lagefliti $ nobis, 
caftra Romana ad Veios op- 
pagnarunt, Eos tu, quan¬ 
tum in te Fait, novo fcelere 
vicifti: ego Romanis artibus, 
virtute, opere, armis, ficut 
Veios, vincam. Liv. 1 . 5> 
27. 

and 
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and virtue, that in an inftant they intirely A.R. 36.1. 
changed difpofition in refpedt to the Romans ‘ 

and inftead of being pofiefied as before with a 391 * ' 
blind fury againft them, fo as almoft to prefer 
perifhing like Veii,. to accommodating with 
them like the Capenates •, they unanimoufly re- 
folved that moment to have a peace with fuch 
generous enemies, at any price whatfoever. 
Accordingly they fent Deputies, firft to the 
camp, and afterwards to -Rome: where when 
they had audience of the Senate, they addrefied 

themfelves to it in thefe terms, (a) IUuftrious 

Fathers , conquered by you and your General , in a 
manner that can give no offence either to Gods 
or men , we are come to furrender ourfelves to 
you: and we affure ourfelves ., than which no¬ 
thing can be more glorious for viftors , that we 
Jhall live happier under your government , than 
under our own laws . The event of this war has 

brought forth two excellent examples for man * 
kind. You , Fathers , have preferred juftice in 
war to immediate conqueft: and we> excited by 
that juftice which we admire , voluntarily prefent 
you the victory. IVe are now entirely yours . 

Send Perfons to us to receive our arms , hoftages y 
and city y of which the gates are open to you. You 
will have no reafon to be diffatisfted with our ft- - 

(a) Patres confcripti, vie- Vos fidem in bello, quam 
toria, cui nec deus nec homo prsfentem vidtoriam, malu- 
quifquam invideat, vidti a iftis: nos fide provocati, vic- 
vobis & imperatore veftro; toriam ultrd detulimus. Sub 
dedimus nos vobis: rati, quo ditione veftra fumus. Mittite, 
nihil vi&ori pulchrius eft, qui arma, qui obfides, qui 
melius nos Tub imperio ve- urbem patentibus portis ac- 
ftro, quam legibus noftris, cipiant. Nec vos fidei no- 
vidturos. Eventu hujus bel- ftra», nec nos imperii veftri 
li duo falutaria exempla pro- pcenitebit. Ibid. 
dita humano generi funt. 

delity. 
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A4L 3 6 r.deBty, and me ajfure ourfelves we Jhall have none 

Ant. C. fg rC grct your power. 

39 1 * And indeed as the Deputies of the Falifei 

fey in this place, no praife can be fo grateful; 
and fo glorious for a ftate or a prince, as that 
the conquered People enjoy more tranquillity, 
and are more happy under them, than they 
were whilft they lived free and independent un¬ 
der their own laws. And this was actually the 
cafe with the ftates that fubmitted to the Ro¬ 
mans. The farther we advance in their hiftory, 
the more we fhall difeover, that their reputa¬ 
tion for faith to engagements, equity, humani¬ 
ty, and clemency, Contributed more than any 
thing befides to aggrandize the Roman empire. 

Such was the fuccefs of the war againft the Fa- 
lifci, which acquired Camillus the thanks both of 
the enemy and his own country. A certain 
fum of money was exafted from the Falifci for 
the payment of the Roman troops for the cur¬ 
rent year, and to exempt the People from taxes; 
After which the army returned to Rome. 

We fee in the famous event, which we have 
juft related, the power of Virtue, and what im- 
preffion it is capable of making upon the mind 
of man when folid and fincere. Nobody can 
read this fact without feeling himfelf warmly 
affefted with indignation for the perfidious ma- 
fter who gives up his fcholars, and'admiration for 
Camillus who fends them back to their parents. 
Sentiments of this kind are not free, and do 
not depend upon the will: they are implanted 
in the heart, they are a part of it, and born 
with us. We mud therefore renounce nature, 
and fupprefs its voice, to believe, or to fay, that 
virtue and vice are only names, without force 
and reality. 


Camillus 
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Camillas, revered and admirpd.foc.his juftice A.R, 361. 
and integrity, re-entered Rome with a glory far Ant - c * 
more fond, than that of his fuperb and pompous 391, ' A 

triumph, wherein he feemed to aim at 'equalling * 
himfelf to the Gods he adored. 

Immediately after his return, the Senate dis¬ 
patched a fhip of Avar with three'Deputies, to-' 
carry the gold vafe to Delphi. They were 
taken, on their voyage by pirates of the ifland 
of Lipara, and carried thither. Their cuftom 
was to divide all the prizes, they took amongft 
the inhabitants. Their principal magiftrate this 
year was one Timafitheus, a man, fays Livy, 
who refembled the Romans more in his mam 
ners, than his countrymen. 

This man, full of refpeft as well for the God 
for whom the cup was intended, as for thofe 
who fent it him, and the motive which had in¬ 
duced them to make that offering, infpired the 
whole multitude, who generally form their opi¬ 
nions by thofe of their Leader, with the fame 
fentiments of religion. After having entertained 
the Deputies magnificently, he determined to 
convoy them himfelf, and accordingly went with 
them to Delphi, and afterwards recondu&ed 
them to Rome. He was received in an highly 
honourable manner: The right of hofpittlicy 
was conferred upon him by a decree of the Se¬ 
nate, and great prefents were made him. 

One of the Military Tribunes gained at this 
time a confiderable advantage over the JEqui. 

The citizens ftill meditated the paffing of the 
law for the tranfmigration of part of the Peo¬ 
ple to Veii. To fucceed in it, they continued 
thofe Tribunes in office who. promoted it, whilft 
the Patricians, with their utmoft efforts, could 
not continue thofe who oppofed the demand of 
their coliegues. The Senate, to be revenged. 
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A*R. 361. paffed a decree for the election of Confuls, of 

Anu C. none had been chofen for fifteen years. 

391. 

A.R. 562. L. Lucretius Flaccus* 

Ant C. Servius Sulpicius Camerinus. 

39 °* 

Tv* of the Two of the Tribunes of the People, who 
Tribunes s/had been the two preceding years in office, were 

fL^hiv c * te ^ t0 ta ^ e ^ eir tr ^ a ' s before the People. No- 
1. -. 29, 'thing could be laid to their charge, except op- 
32. pofing the law propofed by their collegues. The 

Senate took abundance of pains to prevent them 
from finking under the affair. Their endeavours 
were ineffectual, and the late Tribunes were con* 
demned in a fine. 

Camillus, highly incenfed at fo crying an in- 
jiraagiyop juftice, reproached the People warmly upon the 
pf's re* occafion, and declared that if the exceffive li- 
rnovtngto cgnrioufnefs of the Tribunes could not be 

* checked by the oppofition of fome of their coU 
legues, the Senate well knew how to find ano¬ 
ther method for reftraining it. But his zeal ap¬ 
peared molt in the Senate, where he was incef- 
fantly haranguing with the utmoft warmth a- 
gainft the law which occafioned fo much trou¬ 
ble. He told the Senators, “ That upon the 
“ day when the law was to be propofed, they 
Lt ought all to repair to the Forum as to a field 
“ of battle, where they were to fight for the 
temples and altars of the Gods, their fire- 
fides, and the place which had given them 
birth. That as to himfeif, if it were allow- 
u able for him to regard only his own interefts, 
nothing could be more honourable for him 
u than to fee a city, which *he had taken, peo¬ 
pled with a great number of inhabitants, 
where the monuments of his glory would con¬ 
tinually prefent themfelves to his eves, where 

“ he 
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w he could not make a Angle ftep without tread-A.R. 36 4 . 
44 ing upon the traced of his viftory;. and of Aat -^ % 

84 which, in i wordy the fight alone would ^ 1 * 

44 continually renew his triumph* • But that he 
41 believed it not* confiftent with religion, and 
44 impious to conceive thoughts of inhabiting a 
44 place,which its own .Gods had abandoned, 

44 and that a free and victorious people fhould 
44 go to fettle in a conquered city. He added, 

44 that it feemed impoffible to him, that two 
44 fuch powerful cities fhould continue long at 
44 peace, live under the fame laws, and how- 
44 ever form but one Commonweaithi That 
44 the two cities would infenfibly form them* 

44 felves. into two different dates, which after 
44 having made war againft each other, would 
44 in the. end become the prey of their Common 
44 enemies/* 

Thcfe warm exhortations of Camillus had ail The Senate 
the effeft he could defire. The day when th 
People were to give their fuffrages concerning 

the law, all the Senators, young and old, re- law for 
paired in a body to the Forum, and difperfing removing 
themfelves into their tribes, they addreffed them '* Fe J l rt ~ 
felves to their fellow citizens of the fame tribes/^ ‘ 
preffing their hands, and conjuring them with 
tears in their eyes, 11 not to abandon a country 
c4 Tof which themfelves and their fathers had 
44 fought with fo much valour and fuccefs.” 

Then: pointing to the Capitol, the temple of 
Vefta, and thofe of the other Gods near it, 

44 they implored them not to tear the Roman 
44 people from their native home, and houfc- 
44 hold Gods, to banifh them into, a ftrange 
64 and enemy city, and not to give reafon for 
44 wilhing that Veii had never been taken, that 
“ ir, might not have expofed Rome to fo 

* 4 fhameful a defawn.” As the Patricians 

Vol. II. U employed 
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AR. 362. employed only remonftrances, prayers, and 
ArxC. tears ^ fcconded with motives of religion, to 
3 ^°‘ which the People are very fenfible, they fuffered 

themfelves to be overcome by that agreeable 
violence, whereas an air of command and au¬ 
thority would only have exafperated them. Of 
the tribes,, there was a majority of one for re¬ 
jecting the law. 

Cciory fat This viftory gave the Senators fuch exceed' 
/! joy, that the next day a decree appeared, 

t QfVd?P which granted feven acres of land not only to 

each father of a family, but alfo to every male 
infant in his houfe *, fo that every father -might 
reckon, that each of his fons Ihould pofiefs fe¬ 
ven acres in the territory of Veii. The intent 

of this decree was to-induce the Romans to 
marry, aud to enable them to bring up children, 
for the fervice of the Commonwealth. It is re¬ 
markable that the Senate never lofes fight of 
this great principle of policy, to augment , as 
much as poffiblc the number of the People, 
wherein the principal ftrength of a ftate con- 
fifts. 


A.R. 563. L- Valerius Potitus. 

Ant.C. M. Manlius. 

3 S 9- 


Thefe Confuls caufed the great games vowed 
by Camillus during the war with Veil to be ce¬ 
lebrated. The temple of Juno vowed at the 
fame time was alfo dedicated now. 

Dtztc cf C. Julius, one of the two Cenfors, died this 
cm cf tie y ear ; and jyj, Cornelius was elefted to fucceed 
c *” ,ors - him. As the city of Rome was taken during 

this lufirum s the idea of unfortunate was affixed 
to this fubftitution of a Cenfor in the room of 
one deceafed; and it was decreed, that for the 
future, when a Cenfor died in his office, ana- 


♦ * 


* 
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ther fhould nor be iubftituted^iivhis ftead, 
that his collegue Ihould abdicate. 
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and A.R. 363. 
Anr. C. 

389. 

A.R. 364* 


1 35 


Two of the Military Tribunes Were charged AnC,C * 
with the war againft the Volfo, and. two more 3 
with that againft the. Salpinges* Thofe two 
people the year before, .taking advantage of the 
plague, which raged 'at Rome* . had ravaged 
part of the country bordering upon them. They 
were defeated and punifhed; 

The fame year, Casdicius, a Plebeian, in- JW 
formed the Military Tribunes, that late the hear *b 
night before* as he was walking in the ftreet^' a * J 

called Via nova, , he heard a voice louder than the. Gauls. 
that of a man, which ordered him to go andLiv. 5.324 
inform the magiftrates, that the Gauls were plur \ in 
coming. As Csedicius was a man of no note*^ aml1 ; 
and the Gauls befides a nation very diftant, and 134 
for that reafon little known, no ftrefs was laid 
upon this account. And indeed did it deferve 
much ? 

• « 

The Romans committed a much more real Camilla 
fault in refped to Camillus, whofe fignal fer- 
vices they rewarded with inexcufable ingratitude.^^ i 
Himfelf indeed had given fome room for it \the People 
and the fame perhaps may be applied to him y prevents 
as Livy fays of one of the firft Fabii. That (a ) hl5 con \ 
great men more frequently want the art of go- 
verning their own people, than that of fubdu- j raws 
ing the enemy. He oppofcd the multitude on tobanijb- 
all occafions, and without any referve. He n:ent tQ 
always, appeared the moft active and ardent in Ar ^ a - 
oppofing all their caprices. The Peopld, who 
fpon forget paft fervices, when thofe that did 


(a) Adeo excellentibus in- 
gefiiis citius defuem ars qila 


civem regant, quam qua h.of- 
tem fuperent. Liv, 2. 43. 


U 2 


them 
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A.R. 364. them oppofe their inclinations, were thereby 
Ant. c. prepared to give a favourable hearing to the 
3 88 * difcourfc of a feditious Tribune, who accufed 

Camillus of having converted part of the fpoils 
of Veii to his own ufe. The accufation was 
not only without foundation, but probability. 
That great man, who was befides highly affiift- 
ed for the lofs of his fon, a youth, lately dead, 
affembled his friends, and the principal perfons 
of his tribe at his own houfe, in order to found 
whether he had any thing to hope from their 
credit. Having confulted together, they all 
anfwered, that how paflionate foever they might 
be for his fervice, they could be of no ufe to 
him with his judges, but that they would pay 
the fine for him. Seeing therefore that he had 
no juftice to expeft from a multitude blinded 
with hate, and that he fhould certainly be com 
demned, as he was in effedt, he did not ftay to 
have fentence paffed, but went into banifhment 
to Ardea. Before he quitted the city, turning 
his eyes toward the Capitol, he prayed the Gods, 
that if be were innocent , they would make his un¬ 
grateful country regret bis abfence as Joon as pof- 
ftble . This prayer of Camilllus, fo different 
from that which he makes to the Gods at the 
taking of Veii, agrees ill with his zeal for his 
Pint, in country, and is a ftain in his life. Ariftides, 
Anflid. condemned like him to banifhment, fhewed 
~ 21 ' more greatnefs of foul in praying the Gods, that 
no misfortune might befal the Athenians , which 
might give them caufe to remember Arijlides > and 
to ftand in need cf bis fervicesu He took refuge 
at Ardea, a city not far from Rome, where he 
was informed that he had been condemned in a 

fine. 

For the reft, this kind of condemnations of 
the moft illuftrious citizens, ufual enough at 

Rome, 
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Rome, which extended no farther than a fine, A.R, 364 
had a fufiicient refemblance to the oftracifm of Ant * ^ 
Athens, (a) The fource of both the one and 3 * ’ 
the other, at Rome and Athens, was the fear 
left fuch citizens becoming too powerful, fliould 
invade the liberty of the public: a fear, which 
rendered all exalted merit, if not odious, at leaft 
iufpedled, and induced them to take exceflive 
precautions to prevent its effe&s, and remove 
their often ill founded alarms. Cicero, who 
condemns this injurious delicacy, acknowledges 
it the effeft of the republican genius and cha¬ 
racter. We are not willing , faid the Ephefians, 

in banilhing Hermodorus one of their principal 
citizens, the fame who interpreted the Greek 
laws for the Roman deputies, We are not wil¬ 
ling that any perfioris merit amongjl us, Jhould be 
fo peculiarly eminent as to fet him above all the 
reft . But if any fuch perfon Jhould arife, our will 
is, that he carry his merit into another country, and 
to another people , 


(a) Cum Ephefii civitate 
cxpellerent Hermodorum, ha 
locuti funt: Nemo de nobis 
sinus excellat. Sed, ft quis ex- 
titerit , alio in loco & apud 
alios fit. An hoc non ita fit 
in omni populo ? Nonne om- 
aein exuperantiam vinutis 


ode runt ? Quid! Aridities, 
(malo enim Graecorum, quam 
nortra, proferre) nonne ob 
earn caufam expulfus eft pa- 
tria, quod praeter modum 
juftus diet ? Cic, fufic . Qu.rjf, 
l. 5, n. 1051 
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SECT. IV. 

he city of Clufium befieged by the Gauls , im¬ 
plores aid of the Romans , who fend ambajfa- 
dors to the befegers. Thofe ambaffadors joining 

the people cf Chfium in a fatty , the Gauls 
raife the fiege , and march for Rome . The Ro 
mans , who take the field o.gainfi them , are feiz- 
cd with a panic , entirely defeated near 
Mia. The Gauls advance to Rome . // fimall 
body ef troops retire into the Gapitolwitb part 
of the Senate. The Vefials and Priejls charge 
thenifelves with the care of the facred things. 
Courage of the old men who remain in the city . 
Piety of Albinius in refpett to the Vefials who 
take refuge at Cxre. The ancient Senators , in 
their robes of fiate , place themfelves each at. his 
door . The Gauls find Rome almofi wholly a - 
bandoned. Majfacre of the ancient Senators. 
The Gauls fit- the city on fire . They are re - 
pulfed in attacking the Capitol . . Camillus de- 
feats a confidcrable detachment of the Gauls near 
Ardea: Defeat of the Tufcans. Pious and bold 
aftion of pabius Dorfo. Camillus is declared 
Dictator by the Senate- The Geeft 

The Romans reduced to extremities ca - 

Ant. C, 

388. 

Clufium 
hcRegid by 
the Gauls, 
implores 

Old 

Remaps. 

Liv. c. 

33—36: 

Pint. in 

Cnm:!. - 

it;, 1 ;6 . et* as many other great men have been; that 
pad. Sic. is to lay, with ingratitude. Soon after his de- 

parture. 


V the 


pitol . 

pitulate . Camillus arrives that infant , and 

defeats the Gauls- They are entirely cut to 
pieces in a feconi battle. Camillus enters Rome 
in triumph. Reflexions upon the taking of that 
The inhabitants of Ccere rewarded. Ton- 

Honours render- 


city 


pie evened to Aius LccutiUs. 
ed io the Geefe. 


w 


E have feen that Camillus was rewards 
ed for the fervices he had done his coun? 
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parture, ambaffadors arrived from the inhabi-A.R. 364. 
tants of Clufium a city of Tufcany, which was^* °* 
then actually befieged by the Gauls lately ar- J 
rived in the country, under the command of 
JBrennus, to implore the aid of the Romans a- 
gainft thofe ftrangers, whofe numbers, ftature, • 
and arms had fpread terror on all fides.. 

Gaul, firnamed Comata , was anciently divid-&W ac- 
ed into three parts, Aquitania, Celtic and"™' °f 
Belgic Gaul. The Gauls, of whom we are novr au * 
fpeaking, were of Celtic Gaul. They were not 
the firft who came to fettle in Italy. In the 
reign of Tarquinius Prifcus, about the 165th 
year of Rome, Ambigatus reigned over Celtic 
Gaul. 'That prince, finding thofe great "pro¬ 
vinces overpeopled, put Sagovefus and Bellove- 
fus, two of his nephews, at the head of a great 
body of youth, whom he obliged to go in 
queft of fettlements in foreign countries * whe¬ 
ther that were a common pra&ice in thofe times, 
as it was afterwards in the North down to the 
tenth.century 3 or that Ambigatus had recourfe 
to this expedient of military colonies, to rid 
himfelf of an ardent, reftlefs, turbulent youth. 
However that- were, the Leaders decided by 
lots the regions into which thefe fwarms were 
to go to fettle. Chance lent Segovefus over the 
Rhine, who taking his way thro* the (a) Herci- 
nian foreft, opened himfelf a palTage by force 
of arms, and feized Bohemia and the adjacent- 
provinces. Bellovefus turned towards Italy, 
and p^fied the Alps. He carried with him 
part of the inhabitants of Bourges, Auvergne, 


(rJ 7he Hercinian foreji 
covered a great part of the 
ancient Germany. It began 
at the bank of the R.hine, and 


in Suetbia, 'where it is called 
at this day the Black Foreft* 
and- extended beyond Bohe+ 


rtu a. 


u 


the 
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A.R. 3^4. the Senonois, Autun, Chartres, and fom.e othef 

countries, which iormed a very numerous peo- 
3 ' pie. He fettled in Infubria, where he built; 

Milan. At the fame time, another body of the 
Gauls, compofed principally of the inhabitants 
of Mans (Cenomani) afhfted by Belovefus, fix¬ 
ed in the fame country : where they bijilt Bref- 
cia*, Verona and feme other cities, The fame 


people afterwards made many irruptions into the 
parts adjacent to the lands their countrymen 
had pc failed them ft 1 Ives of long before. At 
length the Gauis of whom we are fpeaking at* 
trailed into the country by the fame views as 
their anceftors, were conduced thither by an in¬ 
habitant of Clufium called Aruns, in revenge 
of an injury which he had received from fiig 
fellow citizens. It is faid that the charms of 


the wine, which Aruns carried to them, a li¬ 
quor they did not know before, contributed not 
a little to induce them to pafs the Alps, and un¬ 
dertake this march. To reward their guide, they 
formed the fiege of Clufium. 

-Jin* it- The inhabitants fearing to fall into the hands 

*°f the Barbarians, implored, as we have faid 
tfr before, the aid of the Romans, though they had 
Gads he other motives for hoping it, but their not 

having armed in the late’war in favour of the 
Veientes, as moft of the other ftates of Hetru- 
ria had done. The Romans did not think it 


proper to fend troops immediately to the aid of 
the Clufini. They contented themfejves with de¬ 
puting three young Patricians to the Gauls: thefe 
were thefons of M. Fabius Ambuftus. “Thofe 
deputies were inftrudled to defire the Gauls 


* The learned M. Scipio Brixiaac Verona, rcads^sm^ 

Mfifei f orrcBs the text of ac Cremona. 
faty in ibis place ^ and for 


« in 
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♦« in the napie of the Senate gnd People QFA R.364. 
*< Rome, not to attack the Clufini, who h^d^* ^ 
u dope them no wrong; and to add, That 3 * * 
u they fliould be obliged to take arms for their 
16 defence, if that were necefiary: but that the 
“ method of remonftrances had appeared pre- 
“ ferable to them, and that they Jhould be very 
41 glad to live at peace with the Gauls.” 

The demand was reafonable and moderate, 

}f it had been carried by any but men of a vi¬ 
olent and haughty difpofition. After the affair 
had been propofed in the affepbly of the prin¬ 
cipal perfons of the nation, Brennus, who was 
their King, or chief, replied: 44 That the name 
of the Romans was little known to them; 

46 that however they believed them a brave and 
“ couragious people, as the Clufini had recourfe 
46 to them in their danger: that as they had 
44 chofe rather to -employ the methods of paci- 
44 fication than their arms in defence of their 



44 allies, they on their fide Ihould not rejeft the 
44 offered peace, provided the Clufini, who poft 
44 feffed more lands than they could cultivate, 
44 would agree to give up part of them to the 
44 Gauls, who were in want of it: that with- 


44 out that condition, there was no peace to be 


44 hoped. That they (hould be glad to receive 
44 their anfwer in the prefence of the Roman 
44 deputies. That in cafe of refufal, they would 
44 give battle in the prefence of the fame Ro- 
44 mans, in order that they might be capable of 
44 letting Ro^ne know, how much the Gauls 
44 excelled all other mortals in valour.” The 


embaffadors upon that afking with an haughty 
air and tone, “ What way of proceeding if 
44 was, to demand land of its poffeffors, and if 
44 not granted, to threaten them with war; and 
44 ^hat right the Gauls bad to Tufcany ? The 
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A.R. 364 .fame* anfwered they fiercely, that you had in 
Ant, C. thofe of fo many ftates as you are [aid to have dif 
S 8S * poffejfed of their lands . We cany our right upon 

the point of our fwords. All things belong to the 
valiant. 

fke mbaf- The Fabii, enraged at fo haughty an anfwer, 
fadcrs vio- difiembled their refentment ; and under pretence 
Lathe 0 f quality of mediators, to confer 

m ' D ' r *~with the magiftrates of Clufium, they demanded 

to enter the place. They were no fooner in the 
city, than inftead of afting in the chandler of 
embafladors, and difcharging the fundlion of 
miniiters of peace, thofe Romans, who were 
too young for an employment which requires 

extreme prudence, abandoning themfelves to 

their valour, and the impetuofity of their years, 
exhorted the inhabitants to make a vigorous de¬ 
fence. To fet them an example of it, they put 
genribus themfelves at their head in a fally, the Fates, 
urbem f a y S Livy, urging on the deftruftion of Rome; 

and Fabius, who was at the head of theem- 
bafly, advancing on horfeback at the head of 
the army, killed with his lance one of the ge¬ 
nerals of the Gauls remarkable for his ftature 
and appearance, and was univerfally known by 
the enemy, whilft he was ftripping the perfon 
he had juft killed of his fpoils. 

The report immediately fpread throughout 

The retreat was immediately 
founded. The fiege of Clufium was raifed, 
and the Gauls thought only of avenging them¬ 
felves upon the Romans. Many were for march¬ 
ing direftly to Rome. But the advice of the 
elder perfons prevailed, and it was much the 
wifeft. They were of opinion, tha,t it was pror 
per to begin by fending deputies to Rome, tq 
complain of what had happened, and to de¬ 
mand. 


Romam 

Fatis. 


*Ti* Gauls 

march <2-the whole army. 

gcdr.ft 
Rent. 
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mand, that the Fabii lhould be delivered intoA.R.364, 
their hands, for having violated the law of na- Ant * c * 
tions. After the deputies had made their com- 5 
plaints, and.added their demand, the Senate 
was much perplexed how to aft. They did not 
approve the aftion of the Fabii, and deemed 
the demand of the Barbarians juft; but a vici¬ 
ous complaifance for young perfons of their high 
birth, prevented the Senators from refolving as 
they well perceived there was a neceffity for them 
to do. To extricate themfelves out of this dif¬ 
ficulty, and to avoid being anfwerable for the 
confequences, with which a war with the Gauls 
might be attended, they referred the affair to 
the decifion of the People. Far from fatisfying 
the Gauls, by punilhing the embaffadors as they 
deferved, the People carried their imprudence 
and folly to that excefs, as to reward them by 
nominating them Military Tribunes for the fol¬ 
lowing year, as if exprefsly to infult the Barba¬ 
rians. The deputies, full of indignation, as 
one may well-judge, and breathing nothing 
but war and revenge, returned to the army. 
Q^Sulpicius Longus, Servillius, IV. Serv. 
Cornelius Maluginenfis, were elefted collegues 
to the Fabii. 

The Three Fabii, &c. A,r. 365. 

On the approach of fo great a danger, as that 387! 
which aftually menaced the commonwealth, Liv. l. 5. 
Rome, which in the wars againft the Fidenates,^ 37 ; 49 - 
Veientes, and other ftates in the neighbourhood,^ 1 ^ 
had often had recourfe to the laft and moft vi- 
gorous of meafures, in appointing a Diftator $,144. 
in the prefent conjunfture, when an unknown Diod - 1 -H- 
and terrible enemy was advancing to attack it, p ‘ 322 
that city, as if feized with a lethargy, ufcd no 3 * 4 * 

extraordinary 
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A.IL 365.extraordinary methods for its fafety: (a) fo 
Ant. C. 


5 ^ 7 * 


much, fays Livy, does Fortune blind men, 
when fhe is unwilling that they Ihould avert her 
impending purpofes. 

When the Gauls were informed, that the vi¬ 
olators of the law of nations, inftead of the pu- 
niftunent they deferved, had been raifed to the 
firft dignities of the ftate, they were feized with 
rage \ for patience was not the character of that 
nation, and immediately began their march. 
Their number, their appearance, their prodigi¬ 
ous ftrength, and the fury that appeared in their 
afpefts, fpread terror and difmay in all the pla¬ 
ces through which they pafied. They however 
committed no afts of hoftility, and did no vi¬ 
olence. They only cried out aloud wherever 
they came, “ That they were going to Rome, 
that their defigns were folely againft the Ro¬ 
mans, and that they were friends to all other 
people,” 

The news of the impetuous march of the Bar- 

mam ^barians, which rumour, and the couriers difpatch- 
a ]br ^ ^ Clufini, and by other ftates, had fooi\ 

*Getuh ^carried to Rome, occafioned great alarm and 

defeated ^confternation. 

Mho. 


« 


cc 


The &>■ 


Eleven 



Troops were levied in hafte, 
and without choice, to the number of forty 
thoufand men. They advanced to the diftance 
of four leagues from the city to meet the ene¬ 
my, whom they found at the river of AUia, 
near the place where it empties itfelf into the 
Tiber. The army of the Gauls, which con- 
fifted of feventy thoufand men, covered the 
whole country: The heideous cries, or rather 
howling, which they raifed according to their 

cuftom, made the mountains at diftance re¬ 
found, and occafioned horror and confufion. 


(a) Adeo occjecat animos 
foitana, ubi vim fuam ic- 


gruentem refringi non vult. 
Liv. 

The 
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The Military Tribunes took no. care either toA.R. $6$. 
make choice of an advantageous poft for their Ant - c * 
camp, or to fortify it with fofses or palifades,^ 7 ' 
in order to fecure their retreat in cafe of misfor¬ 
tune *, and were as remifs in refped to confuting 
the Gods by the aufpices, and rendering them; 
favourable by facrifices ; effential ceremonies 
with a people full of fuperftition, that derived 
their courage and confidence from propitious 
omens, imparted to them by the augurs. Full 
of rafh boldnefs, they drew up their army in 
battle* the left fuftained by the river, and the 
right by a mountain at no great diftance. They 
gave little depth and much front to-their troops* 
to avoid being furrounded by the enemy, who* 
were far more numerous than the Romans. But 
in extending theif wings in that manner, they 
exceedingly weakened their main- body. Upon 
their right was a fmall eminence, where they 
polled their referved troops. Brennus, general? 
of the Gauls, apprehended That to be a ftrata- 
gem, and that their defign of it was, as foon as 
the battle began, to make that' body of troops 
defeend from the hill, and attack his army in 
flank and rear. He thought it neceflkry there¬ 
fore to begin by charging that body of referve, 
convinced that if he could drive them out of 
that poll, fuperior as he was in number, he 

fhould foon defeat the enemy in the open field : 
for nothing efcaped his attention, and he afted 
in all things like a great captain. On the con¬ 
trary, in the other army, neither the general* 
nor foldiers fhewed any thing of the Roman 
chara&er. They were feized on a fudden with 
terror, and without attempting to fighr*. fled 
precipitately. The left wing, inftead of mate- 
ing towards Rome, took the route of Vdi* 
though they could not arrive there without par¬ 
ting 



joo 


The Three Fabii, &c. Mil. Trib. 


A.R. 365. fing the Tiber. 
Ant. C. 


Only the body of referve made 
fome refi dance in effedt of the advantage of 
38/ ’ * their poft: but it foon gave way as well as the 

reft. The (laughter was not made in the battle 
but . the flight, becaufe thofe that fled retarded 
each other. Mod of the (lain peri(hed on the 
banks of the Tiber, .whither the whole left wing 
retired, after having thrown down their arms. 
Many who did not know how to fwim, or could 
not under the weight of their arms, were fwal- 
lowcd up in the waves. The reft efcaped to 
Veii, from whence they did not fo much as 
think of fending a courier to Rome, to carry 
the (ad news of their defeat, fo far were they 
from being in a condition to give it aid. Part 
of their right wing arrived at Rome, and fpread 
the report that the whole army had been cut to 
pieces, and fo it was univerfally believed. This 
day was afterwards called the battle of ALlia> and 
placed in the number of thofe unfortunate days 
upon which no confiderable affair was under¬ 
taken. 

After fo compleat a victory, if the Gauls had 
purfued the Romans vigoroufly, nothing could 
have prevented Rome from being entirely de- 
ftroyed, and all thofe within it from being put 
to the fword. But ftupified, and in a manner 
drunk, with the joy of fo hidden and unex¬ 
pected a fuccefs, they loft three days in collect¬ 
ing the fpoils which they found in the Roman 
camp, and in making merry. That delay faved 
A jmall Rome. The citizens who remained there, re- 
°f fembled thofe who had fled fo abjedtly at the 
^f^batde of Allia in nothing, and took all the pru- 
re- dent mcafures poflible in fuch a (late of perplex- 
tire into t be and confufion. Seeing that there was no 

Capitol, hopes of faving Rome with fuch a handful of 

foldiers, they refolved that the old men fhoulci, 

remain 


The Gauls 
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remain in the city, and that the flower of theA.R.365. 
Senate and People fhould enter the citadel and 
Capitol, with ail the gold and lilver in the city, 3 7 * 
arms and provifions, in order to • be in a condi¬ 
tion to defend the Gods, men, and the Roman 
name, from the top of that fortrefs. They^^, 
charged the prieft of Quirinus and; the Veftals arJVcjiaU 
with the care of carrying off the facred things, art charge 
and placing them in fafety (a), being defirous ed ™ th . 
that the worfhip of the Gods fhould not be dif-|^^ rf 
continued, whilft any remained ; to perform it. 

They faid, “ That if the citadel and Capitol, 
the : auguft abode of the Gods, the Senate that 
u formed the public council of. the ftate, and; 

“ the youth of age to bear arms,' furvived the 
“ ruin, that menaced the city$ the lofs of the old 
“ men, an ufelefs number that remained in the 
66 place only to die there, did not deferve to 
“ be much regretted.” And in order that this &«>•*£/*/ 
refolution might give the lefs pain to the inf t-the old men 
por people, the old men, venerable for their r ?~ 
age, the Confulfhips through which they had V* 
paffed, and the triumphs with which they had 
been honoured, declared, “ That they, would 
<c die with the other citizens of no ufe to the 
IC commonwealth, and, as they were incapable 
“ of, Rearing arms, and defending their country, 

4C that they would not confume in vain the pro- 
u vifions of thofe, whom their years and ftrength 
u enabled to fuftain it.” In this manner did 

the old men who were determined to die enceu- 

* • • 

rage and confolc themfelves. . • 

They afterwards addreffed their difeourfe to 
the body of young people whom they followed 
to the Capitpl and citadel, recommending to 

(«) Nec ante deferi cultum Deorum, quam non fuper- 
efTent qui colerent. L'iv. 

their 
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A.R. j^pthtir ftrength aftd bravery the fate of a city, 
^? c e - which for three hundred and fixty years had' 
! * 7 ' been vi&orious in all the wars Ihe had under¬ 
taker. It was the moft affedting of fights, to 
behold,- eh one fide, thofe who carried with 
them the whole hope and refource of their coun¬ 
ty. and on the other, thofe who were refolved 
not to furvive ifc ruin, take their leaves of each 
other for ever,- with a tendernefs, and at the 
fame time an elevation of courage, that no words 
can defcribe. The mournful cries of the wo¬ 
men were heard en all fides, who not knowing 
to whom they fhould addrefs themfelves, to 
their hufbands or children, fometimes followed 
the one and fometimes the other, afking them 
with words interrupted with groans and fobs, to 
what fate they were going to abandon them* 
The reft of thtf populace whom the citadel could 
not contain within fo narrow a cOmpafs, and ftill 
Ids feed in fo great a dearth of provifiohs, quit¬ 
ted the city in throngs, and 1 took their Way to* 
wards Janiculum. From thenCe they difperfed 
thmfelves,- fome about the couhtry, and others 
into the neighbouring cities, without leaders to 
cantiodt or advife them, each following his own 
particular views, or abandoning himfelf to Chance, 
without its being poflible for them ter form 
meafefes and resolutions in concert. 

In the moan' time the prieft of Quirinus and 
the Veftals, fofoly intent upon 1 taking care of 
the facred things confided fo their cuftodp, eoh- 
fulted together upon what it w'as-’pfoper fo Car¬ 
ry away, what leave behind, and fn what place 
fucK precious depofites' might be moft ftCufe. 
Whaf could not be carried away, was put ihto 
two great calks, and buried under the chappel of 

Qumnusr. The- Veftals- dtvtdM thi reft atnongft 

them, 
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them, and took the way of Janiculum by theA.R.365; 
wooden bridge. . Ant. C. . 

Amongft thofe who fled there was a Plebeian * 

palled Lucius Albinus, who was driving off Mini in 
his wife, children j and mod neceffary mo vt-regard to 
ables in a waggon. .As foon as he faw the Vef the Vejlalt, 

tals, carrying the facred things in their arms v ^° take 
with great difficulty on foot, whilft himfelf and q**** 
his family were at eafe, he could not fuffer that 
contraft, which feemed irreligious to him, and 
made his wife and children get down, threw 
out his goods, placed thole virgins in his car¬ 
riage, and drove them to Caere, the place to 

which they intended to go: fo much reverence 
did Rome in fo general a calamity retain for re¬ 
ligion, and fo well did fhe know how to fupport 
the preference due to divine things in relpeft of 
every thing whatfoever merely human'; 

Whilft all this paffed, and after the citadel^ an- 

had been as well fupplied with every thing 
neceffary for a good defence as the prefent co 
junfture would admit, the old men, that is to*/ their 
fay, fome Pontiffs, and ancient Senators, ho - doors, fa ft 
noured either with triumphs or Confulfhips, not l ^ h g e \ 
being willing to furvive either their country or j ate ^ 1 
paft glory, preferred the death that waited them 
there to an uncertain and fhameful retreat. But 
in order to retain to their laft breath the marks 
of a dignity upon the point of expiring with 
them, they drcffed themfelves in their robes of 
purple and habits of Hate, and took their feats 
in their ivory chairs, each in the porch of his 
houfe. Some authors fay, that they devoted 
themfelves for their country in the fame manner 
and form as the Decii did afterwards. 

Brennus arrived at Rome three days after his 7 ^* Gault 

viftory. Surpriied to find (he gates of the city^^^ 

open, the walls without defences, and all things n ~ 
Vo l. II. X as abandoned* 
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A.R. 365. as quiet as in profound peace, he fufpe&ed fontt 
Ant. c. ftratagem; At length the continuance of that 

calm re-affured him. As two days had paffed 
fince the battle, which had not been very warm, 
and the Gauls did not take Rome- by force, 
they entered it without the ardor and fiercenefs, 
which generally attend the taking of cities by 
ftorm, and advanced through the gate Collina 
to the Forum, calling their eyes on all fides to¬ 
wards the temples of the Gods, and the citadel, 
which alone had forne appearance of war. Hav¬ 
ing polled fome troops to keep guard there a- 
gainft any rallies, that might be made from the 
citadel or Capitol whiift they were employed in 
plundering, they difperfed themfelves into the 
different quarters of the city, finding the ftreets 
every where empty and abandoned. 

Ha/aere After feme excurfions, they returned to the 
•f tht Forum. All the houfes of the common people 
«mftaa. wcre Ihut, only fome of a greater appearance 

than the reft were open. The Gauls entered 
them, and found the old men there, who 
had devoted themfelves to death. This kind 
of devoting themfelves was a part of religion, 
and the Romans were convinced, that the vo¬ 
luntary facrifice made by their generals of their 
lives to the infernal gods, occafioned diforder 
and confufion to the enemy. The Gauls ad¬ 
mired thofe old men, as they fate with ail the 
ornaments of the dignities through which they 
had paffed in their ivory chairs, whiift they 
kept a profound filence, and neither rofe up at 
the approach of the enemy, nor changed coun¬ 
tenance, but continued calmly fupporting them¬ 
felves on their ftaffs of ivory, without expreffing 
the lead fign of fear. Aftonifhed at fo fur- 
prifing a fight, they continued long without 
daring either to approach, or touch them not 
only the auguft purple of their robes, and the 

extra.- 
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extraordinary fplendor of their appearance, but A.R. 36$,- 
the grave and majeftic air of their countenances, Ant. C. 
making the Gauls behold them as fo many Divi-Sa¬ 
nities. One of them, bolder than the reft, ap¬ 
proached M. Papirius, and gently ftroked his 
beard, which was very long, according to the' 
cuftom of thofe times. Papirius on that freedom 
ftruck him with his ftaff over the head, which 
fo much enraged the foldier, that he drew his 
fword and killed him. This was in a manner 


the fignal for the {laughter. They then killed 
all the reft of the old men upon their feats, put 
all they met to the fword who had not been 
able to efcape, plundered the city, and fet it on 
fire in feveral places. 

It however did not appear to be the defign o[Tkt Gauls 
the Gauls todeftroy the city of Rome entirely 
but to induce the befieged, by the fight of'‘their tbt City ' 
fmoking houfes, to furrender. The flames in 
confequence did not do all the havock the firft 
day there was reafon to fear. The Romans, 

{hut up in the Capitol, and who from thence, 
faw the enemy difperfed all over the city, fol¬ 
lowed all their motions with their eyes, ftruck 
every moment with new matter of terror; and 
in the higheft anguifh on all they faw and heard, 
were quite out of their wits, and ftupified with 
their grief. They turned their eyes fometimes 
on one fide, fometimes on another, according 
as the cries of the Gauls, the fhrieks of women 


and children, the glare of the flames, and the 
crafh of falling houfes, denounced fome nevfr 
difafters, and feemed placed exprefsly on the top 
ot the Capitol to be the fad lpedlators ot the 
ruin of their country. 

This firft day fo full of trouble and agitation, 
was followed by a night, which the horror cf 

darknefs rendered ftill more terrible; and every 
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A.R. 365.day only added fome new misfortune to that 
Ant. C. which went before it. However, overwhelmed 
3 8 7 * with fo many evils, with the whole city on fire 

before their eyes, they continued obftinately de¬ 
termined to defend to their laft drop of blood, 
and lateft breath, the little hill confided to their 
valour, the only afylum and laft hope of 
Rome’s prefervation and liberty. The conti¬ 
nual view of fo dreadful a fcene, which every 
day repeated itfelf to their eyes, had inured 
them in fuch a manner to their own calamities, 
that they feemed entirely infenfible of them, and 
regarded no longer any thing but their arms 
and fwords, their only hope and refource from 
thenceforth. 


*Ibty are The Gauls on their fide, who for fome days 

171 had made war only upon the houfes by burning 
the Ca*f- the®* i n hopes that the flames and ruins of the 
tol. r city would induce the befieged to furrender, 

feeing them infenfible to all thefe evils, and re- 
folved to defend themfelves to the laft, deter¬ 
mined to attack them in form. Having there¬ 
fore given the fignal at day-break, and drawn 
up their army in the Forum, they advanced in 


good order to the hill with great cries, cover- 
ins their heads with their fhields in the form of 


tortoifes againft the darts and (tones that might 
be difcharged upon them from above. The 
Romans, without trouble or confufion, after hav¬ 


ing ported guards on all the avenues, and dif- 
pofed their beft troops againft the attack, 
fuffered the enemy to afcend, concluding that 
the higher they advanced, the more eafy it 
would be to drive them down the fteep decli¬ 
vity. Accordingly they halted in the midft of 
the defcent, and falling upon the Gauls with im- 
petuofity from that eminence, bore them down 
and entirely routed them, fo that from thence¬ 
forth, 
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forth, difirtayed by fo vigorous a defence, they A.R. 363, 
were afraid to expofe themfelves to the danger Ant -^- 
of a fecond attack. In confequence, having 10ft 387, 
all hopes of carrying the citadel by aflault, they 
turned the fiege into a blockade, and the ra¬ 
ther becaufe not having judged that it would 
be fo long, they had not taken the precaution 
to preferve the corn that was in the city, but 
had let it burn with the houfes * and as for that 
in the country, the Romans were no fooner ar¬ 
rived at Veii, than they took care to carry it in¬ 
to that place. 

The Gauls therefore divided their army. Camillas 
Part of it remained with Brennus their king, to ^ e f eat f a 
continue the fiege •, the other, in detached par-^ e J~_ 
ties, difperfed themfelves about the country to tachmnt 
forage, and to plunder the villages, with ex- of the 
treme confidence in their good fortune. Chance Gauls new 
conducted the greateft body of thefe towards the^ r **' 
city of Ardea, where Camillus fince his banifli- 
ment had lived as a private perfon, more af¬ 
flicted for the misfortunes of Rome, than for 
his own. He could not comprehend any thing 
of what had lately happened to his country, and 
in the greateft furprize afked himfelf, what 
was become of thofe Romans who had taken 
Veii and Falerii with him, and who in all wars 
had ever been more couragious even than fuc- 
cefsful. In the midft of thefe fad reflexions, 
he was informed that the army of the Gauls ap¬ 
proached, and that the people of Ardea, tren> 
biing and in the higheft affliction, were delibe¬ 
rating upon the meafures it was neceflary for 
them to take. Camillus, as if prompted, fays 
Livy, by fome divine impulfe, immediately re¬ 
paired to the aflembly, where it was not his 
cuftom to appear, and feeing them in great per-* 
plexity and difeouragement: People of Ardea % 

X3 Laid 
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A-R.365.raid he to them, always my friends, and now 
Act. C. my fellow-citizens, if you fee me appear in this 
3 8 ?' place contrary to my cujtom , do not believe that I 

have forgot my prefent fiate and ftuation \ but the 

danger which threatens us, obliges every one to 

do his utmoft to provide againft it. And indeed 
when will it be in my power to be grateful for the 
important fervices you have done me, if not ap 
prefent \ and in what can I be of ufe to you, if 
not in war ? It was by that I fupported my credit 
in my own country . After having been always fuc- 
cefsful in arms, my ungrateful citizens expelled 
pie during peace. As for you, Ardeates, fortune 
pre■ fonts you a fair occajion of expreffmg your gra¬ 
titude to the Reman people for all the favours you 
have received from them, of which your own remem¬ 
brance maklsli heedlefs for me to put you in mind ; 
find at the fame time to acquire your city immortal, 
glory by the defeat of the common enemy. The 
Gauls, who are advancing hither in great bodies, 
are a nation to whom nature has given greatnefs of 
Jize, and impetuofity of courage, rather than 
fiimnefs of body and conflancy cf mind \ and in 
conference they carry with them more terror than 
force to battle. Their victory itfelf, and prefent. 
ccnduft, are a good proof cf what I fay. If they 
defeated us at the battle of AUia, that fuccefs is 


xvy},<, not i0 ^ e a f cr ibed to their bravery, but to fortune, 
l T j$ u t it who upon that occafion difplayed her whole power* 

What have they fince done ? They have made 
XV" themfelves majiers of a city, which they found 


entirely open. An handful of foldiers, who Jhut 


themfelves up in the Capitol, make head againft 


them. Difgujted by their refifiance, the fiege ap¬ 
pears already too long and tedious to them : they 
remove from it, and difperfe themfelves over the. 
country : Full of meat and wine, with which they 
hajtily glut themfelves, as foon as night comes on y 

■ they. 
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they lie dow 7 i upon the earth like beajls along the a.r. 365 
ftdes of rivers , without intrenchmentSy guards , or Ant. C. 
fentinels •, and their late fuccefs ferves only to aug- 3 8 7 * 
went their cudomary negligence . If you would 
defend your city from being attacked by them , and 
prevent the whole country from falling into their 
hands , take arms in the middle $f the nighty and 
folioW me , not to a bat tie , but a certain/laughter. 

If I do not put the Gauls faft in the bonds of 
fleep into your hands to be butchered at difcretion> 
like fo many brute beajls , I confent to be treated 
at Ardea as I have been at Rome . 

Every body knew that Camillus was the 
greateft captain of his time, and he found no 
difficulty in perfuading the Ardeates. The 
Gauls returning laden with fpoils, encamped in 
diforder and with abundance of negligence *, and 
both officers and foldiers had no thoughts but 
of drinking; not believing they had any other 
enemies, except thofe ftiut up in the Capitol. 

Night found them full of liquor, and brought 
a deep fleep upon them. Camillus, informed of 
their condition by thofe he had fent to view 
them, made his troops quit Ardea, and having 
marched all the way between the enemy and 
that city, arrived where they lay about mid¬ 
night. At firft he made all his troops raife 
great cries, and commanded the trumpets to 
found to terrify the Barbarians, who on fo 
great a noife fcarce recovered from their fleep 
and drunkennefs. It was not a battle but a 
flaughter. Whilft they darted up half afleep, 
they were killed without refiftance. Some en¬ 
deavouring to efcape by flight, threw themfelves 
into the enemy’s hands. The greateft part of 
them, who had efcaped into the country of An- 
tium, were killed by the inhabitants, who fell 
upon, and cut them to pieces. 

X 4 ' TIfe 


♦ 
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A.R. 365. The Tufcans experienced a like fate in the 
Ant. C. territory of Veii, and they deferved it {till bet- 
3 s 7- ter than the Gauls. Far from being moved 

tL Tuf-- the misfortune of a city, fettled almoft four 

cats* hundred years in their neighbourhood, and ruin¬ 
ed by an enemy unknown till then, they made 
incurfions at that very time into the lands cf 
Rome, and laden with booty, had even formed 
the defign of attacking Veii, the laft refource of 
the Romans who had retired thither. Some fol- 
diers perceived them, and obferved their camp 
at no great diftance. They gave their compa¬ 
nions advice of it, who were feized with indig¬ 
nation, and were immediately for marching, 
againft them. The Centurion Caedicius, whom 
themfelves had chofen for their chief, checked 
their ardour, and made them fufpend it till 
night. The name and authority of Camillas 
were all that were wanting on this occafion \ all 
the reft was conducted with the fame good or- 

O « 

der, and had a like fucceis. The next' day alfo 
they obtained a fecond advantage over another 
body of Tufcans ftill greater than the firft ; and 
with that double victory returned exulting and 
triumphant to Veii. 

Siwand In the mean time the fiege of the citadel was 
bold action continued, and both Tides remained without 
$f Fabius the Gauls being folely intent upon pre- 

: ° rj0 ' venting any one from quitting the place, and 

pafling their guards. Things being'in this fi¬ 
xation, a young Roman, by an adtion of ex¬ 
ceeding boidnefs, drew upon himfelf the admi¬ 
ration as well of the enemy as of His own ci¬ 
tizens. There was a facrifice peculiar to the 
houfe of the Fabii, which was to be made on 
a certain day upon mount Quirinalis. C. Fa- 
bius Dorfo, dreft in a robe iuitable to this ce¬ 
remony, came down from the Capitol, carrying 

the.' 
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$he facred things in hisllands, pafled through A.R. 365. 
the enemies guards, without regard to the noife Ant -C, 
and expefiions they ufed, and arrived at mount 
Quirinalis . After having performed there all 
the neceffary ceremonies, he returned by the 
fame way with equal gravity, and entire confi¬ 
dence that he would not fail of the protection 
of the Gods, whofe woribip he preferved at the 
hazard of his life. He returned happily to the 
Capitol: whether (a) the Gauls were amazed at 
tjie boldnefs of an action that had fomething of 
prodigious in it, or were actuated alfo by a fenfe 
of religion, to-which that nation, as Livy obr 
ferves here, were by no means infenfible. 

The fame of the victory gained by Camillus Camillus 
over the Gauls foon fpread through all the neigh-« dtcleni 
bouring cities, and inclined great numbers 
youth to join that general, and efpecially the 1 e ~ 
Romans who had taken refuge at Veil after the 
battle of Ailia. All thefe troops joined toge¬ 
ther formed already a fufficiently numerous army. 

They only wanted a chief, and had not long to 
deliberate upon the perfon. They unanimoufly 
fent deputies to Camillus, to defire him to take 
upon him the command as general. 

He replied, that he would not accept it, till 
the citizens in the Capitol had confirmed their 
chojce by their fuffrages: that as long as they 
were in being, he fhould confider them as the 
body of the commonwealth, and obey them 
with entire fubmiflion; fo much ib) did decency, 
fwav in all things, and fo exactly was the order, 
prescribed by the laws obferved, even at a time 


(a) Sea attonitis Gallis mi- 
raculo audacia2, feu religione 
etiam motis, cujus haudqua- 
<juam negiigens eft gens. Liv. 


(b) Adeo regebat omnia 
pudor, diferiminaque rerum 
prope perditis rebus ferva- 
bantur. Liv . 



^herein 
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565. wherein every thing wafe in a manner entirely loft 

Ant. C. defperate, 

38 '' The wife referve and noble deference of Ca- 

millus to the cuftoms of the ftate were admired: 

« 

but there was nobody to carry the news to the 
Capitol. It even feemed entirely impoffible fot 
any one to find entrance into a citadel, Ihut up 
fo clofe by enemies, who were mafters of the 
city. A young Roman, named Pontius Comi- 
nius, undertook that important but dangerous 
commiffion. Supported by corks he fwam 
down the Tiber, came to the gate Camentalis> 
where the filence was greateft, and on the fide 
of which the afeent to the Capitol was fteepdt 
He clambered up the rock without being per¬ 
ceived, and arrived not without great danger 
and difficulty at the polls of the firft fentinels. 
After having told them his name, they received 
him with joy, and carried him to the magiftrates. 
The Senate immediately aflembled. Pontius re¬ 
turned by the fame way with the like good for¬ 
tune, and carried back the decree of the Senate 
to the Romans, which gave them great joy. 
Camillus immediately put himfelf at the head of 
the army. . 

The gee ft Whilft what I have juft related pafied at 

fave the Veii, the citadel and Capitol were in extreme 
Capitol danger. The Gauls, whether they had per¬ 
ceived fome prints of a man’s foot at the places 
where Pontius had paffed, or had difeovered 
of themfelves that the rock was not fo impracti¬ 
cable as it was believed, undertook to afeend it. 
At midnight they began to climb it in files, 
laying hold of the herbage and bulhes which 
grew upon the Tides, and whatever elfe they 
could fatten on, and affifting one another with 
their hands as much as poffible in places of fuch 
difficulty. They got in this manner to the foot 
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of the wall, which was not very high on that fide, A.R. 363 
becaufe the fteepnefs of the place made it feem An **C. 
in no danger of attack, (a) This they did with 387 * 
fuch filence, that they not only did nd! wake 
the fentinels, but even the dogs, animals apt to 
ftir at the leaft noife. They did not however 
deceive the geefe. Out of refpeft for Juno, to 
whom they were confecrated, the Romans, in 
an extreme dearth of provifions, had fpared and 
abftained from eating them. M. Maalius, who 
had been Conful three years before, awakened 
by the cry of the geefe, and, the beating of their 
wings, gave the alarm. Whilft others were af- 
fembling, he ran to the wall, and with his buck* 
ler beat down one of the Barbarians, who had 
already laid hold of the battlements in order to 
enter the citadel, and threw him down the pre¬ 
cipice. His fall occafioned that of feveral that 
followed him. The Romans, with ftones and 
darts, precipitated all the reft from the top to 
the bottom of the rock. In this manner the ci¬ 
tadel was laved. 

The tumult being appeafed, the remainder of 
the night was devoted to repofe, as much as 
that was poffible after fo great an alarm. The 
next day at fun-rife the affembly was fummoned# 
Manlius received the praifes he had fo well de- 
ftrved. Both the officers and foldiers believed 
themfelves obliged to inftance their gratitude 

for him, and each gave him what they were al¬ 
lowed for one day’s provifions, that is to fay, 
half a pound of wheat, and a quarter of a pint 
of wine ; a reward (b) fmall in itfelf, but on$ 

which 


(a) Tanto filentio in fum- 
mum evafere, ut non cufto- 
des folum falierent, fed ne 
canes qaidem, follicitum 


animal ad no&urnos flxepu 
tu$, excitartnt. Liv, 

(b) Rem di&u parvam 2 
ceelerum inopia fecerat earn 

ar^qmentum 
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A.R.36 

Ant. C. 
387. 
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.which the extreme fcarcity of provifions made 
very confiderable, and which fhewed how dear 
Manlius was to the whole army; each confenting 
with joy to retrench from his own necefiaries in 
order to do honour to one man. 

The fentinels of the poll by which the enemy 
had crept to the top of the citadel^ were after¬ 
wards cited to anfwer for themfelves. Sul- 
picius, who commanded in chief, condemned 
them all to die according to the laws of military 
difeipline. But all the foldiers laying the fault 
upon one only, Sulpicius fpared the reft, and 
caufed tke criminal to be thrown down from the 
top of the rock. The guards from thenceforth 
were kept on both fides with .much greater vi¬ 
gilance and attention. 

The Gauls, tired with the length of the fiege, 
which had already continued fix months, began 
to lofe courage. Famine made itfelf fenfi- 
ble in their camp, almoft as much as in the ci¬ 
tadel. Camillus had feized all the pafles, and 
die Gauls could not difperfe in queft of forage, 
without expofing themfelves to the danger of 
being cut to pieces. Thus Brennus, who be- 
fieged the Capitol, was in fome meafure be- 
fieged himfelf, and fuffered the fame inconveni¬ 
ences which he made the befieged undergo. Be- 
fides which, the peftilence was in his army, in 
confequence of its being encamped in the midft 
of heaps of dead bodies piled upon each other, 
and amidfi the ruins of houfes burnt down, of 
which the aflies, that lay very deep, corrupted 
the air in fuch a manner by their drynefs and 

acrimony, when driven by the wind and heated 

argumentmn ingens caritatis, que ufibus neceflariis ad ho- 
cumfequifquevi&ufuofraa- norem unius viri conferred 
dans, detradam corpori at- lim. 

by 
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by the fun, that the troops refpired nothing but A.R. 36$: 
a fubtile poifon, which preyed upon their vitals. Ant. C. 
That excefs of heat, the more infupportable to 3 8 7 -i 
the Gauls, as they were, accuftomed to live in 
cold and covered countries, and were actually 
now in low unwholefome places, efpecially in 
autumn, occafioned fo furious a plague in their 
camp, that they buried the dead no longer, the 
number of them was become fo great. 

This extremity of the Gauls did not render 
the condition of the befieged the better. The 
famine, which augmented every day, diftrefled 
them on one fide; and on the other the igno¬ 
rance of what Camillus was doing, for they 
could receive no advice from him, gave them 
the moft cruel anxiety. 

Things being in this condition, both lides The beficg- 
agreed upon a fufpenfion of arms, during which, ** are rc - 
by the confent of the Generals, the troops had^^f 
frequent intercourfe with each other. As the^w 
Gauls relied exceedingly upon the extreme fear -capitulate. 

city of provisions in the Capitol, and did not 
doubt in confequence that the Romans would 
foon be reduced to furrender, the latter to re¬ 
move fuch thoughts, and obviate that confidence, 
caufed loaves to be thrown from feveral parts of 
the Capitol into the pofts of the Barbarians. 

But this ftratagem, far from diminilhing the 
famine, augmented it, and rofe to fuch an 
height, that it was no longer poffible to fup- 
port it. Whilft the Diftator was levying 
troops at Ardea in perfon, and had ordered 
L, Valerius, whom he had appointed general of 
the horfe, to march the troops from Veii, and 
was putting himfelf in a condition to attack the 
enemy with advantage \ the army in the Capi¬ 
tol fuffered excefiively, and was reduced to the 
lalt extremities. Exhaufted by fatigue and 

watch- 
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AX 365. watching, which continually fucceeded each other* 
A* 1 *- C. a ft er having by incredible courage and fortitude 
3 ^ furmounted all human evils, but hot being able 

to refift famine, infuperable to nature, in ex¬ 
pectation every moment of the arrival of fome 
aid from the Dictator, they faw at length not 
only provifions, but all hopes fail them, whilft 
their feeble bodies were incapable of fervice, 
though the fame labours and watchings returned 
every day. The army, in this condition, de¬ 
manded abfolutely either to furrender or to ran- 
fom themfelves on fuch conditions as they could, 
and the more becaufe the Gauls infinuated clearly 
enough in their difeourfe, that they would con- 
fent to raife the fiege in confideration of no very 

great fum of money. 

With thefe general views, the Senate aflem- 
bled, and gave the Military Tribunes full power 
to negotiate an accommodation, which was foon 
concluded between Sulpicius one of them, and 
Brennus king of the Gauls. It was agreed, that 
the belieged fliould pay a thoufand pounds 
Jbout weight of gold, after which the Barbarians fhould 
45000/. withdraw their army out of the city and terri- 
/«*/. tory of Rome. Such was the price of a People 

deftined one day to command the univerfe. 
Both tides immediately applied to weighing the 
gold. The Gauls were not afhamed to employ 
falfe weights in their fcale, and when the Tri¬ 
bune complained of it, Brennus threw alfo his 
fword into it, adding with a tone of raillery 
the moft infupportable of all expreffions to a 
Roman, V# VIEfis! Woe to the conquered! 


Camillus The injuftice was too flagrant to take place, 
arrives and the frame of living upon the terms of be- 

* n S ran ^ omc ^ t0 ° 8 reat f° r t ^ e Romans. That 
'defeJu tht vtx l inftant Camillus arrived unexpectedly with 
Gauls . his army. He advanced with a good guard to 

the 
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the place of conference; and having been in-A.R.$6j. 
formed of what had paffed : Carry back that gold k £ C ‘ 
into the Capitol, faid he to the deputies of the 38 ' * . • 
Romans •, and as for-you, Cauls, added he, retire 
with your -weights and [calcs j it is with the [word 
only, that the Romans ought to redeem their coun¬ 
try. Brennus, furprifed at that haughtinefs, 
which he had never before experienced from any 
Roman, reprefented to him, that he a£ted in 
contravention of a treaty concluded in all the 
forms. Camillus replied, that from the time he 
was declared Dictator, all treaties concluded 
without his participation, were entirely void : 
he then bade the Gauls prepare for battle. He 
exhorted his troops to remember, “ That they 
“ were now to fight in the view of the tutelary 
“ Gods of Rome, upon the very foil of their 
“ native city; in a word, in the midft of all 
“ that was deareft and moll valuable to them 
“ in the world.” He then drew up his army 
in the beft order of battle poffible, amidft ruins, 
and on uneven ground, and omitted nothing 
that might conduce to his fuccefs. The Gauls 
on their fide flood alfo to their arms, and ad* 
vanced to engage, prompted rather by their 
anger againft the Romans, than prudence and 
counfel. 

The (a) face of things was much changed 
now, fays Livy; for the protection of the gods 
and human wiidom united in favour of the Ro¬ 
mans. In confequence the Gauls were defeated 
at the firft charge, with the fame eafe as them- 
felves. had defeated the Romans at the battle of 



Ailia. They were a fecond time routed more 
eompleatly by the fame Camillus at eight miles ^ to pie- 

ces in a ft - 


(tzV Jam verterat fortuna: jam deorum opes humanaqoe 
ran Romanam adjuvabant. Liv. 


cond bat¬ 
tle. 


■> 


from 
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A.R. 365.from Rome, on the Gabinian way, whither thejf 
Ant, C. re t‘ ir ed immediately after the firft battle. There 
3 7 ' they were all put to the fword, their camp plun¬ 
dered, and not one of them left to carry hbme 
the news of their defeat. 

Thus was Rome, which had been taken in fo 
furprifing a manner, recovered in a manner (till 
more furprifing, after having been feven months 
in the hands of the Barbarians : for they entered 
it on the 15th of July, and were driven out of 
it about the 13th of February. 

Polybius relates the retreat of the Gauls in a 

very different manner from the account I have 
* 

juft given of it after Livy, and does not lay a 
word of their being twice defeated. But that 
the reader may judge the better of what he fays, 
I add the paffage. ‘ c Soon after, the Gauli 
having defeated the Romans and their allies, 
u in a pitched battle, and put them to flight, 
<c they drove them on during three days as far 
“ as Rome, all of which they leized, except the 
<c Capitol. But the Veneti having made an ir« 
<c ruption into their country, they made an ac- 
C6 commodation with the Romans, reftored them 
u their city, and returned with the utmoft ex- 
“ pedition to defend their own territory.” We 
muft obferve here, that Polybius does not enter 
into a tircumftantial account of this great event, 
and contents himfelf with giving a general idea 
of it. 

CamiUus Camillus returned in triumph to the city, 
enters which received him as the Deliverer of his coun- 
Rtme in bringing back Rome itfelf to Rome. For 
trunqc, £ omans> ^bo had been out of it during the 

fiege, followed his chariot with their wives and 
children: and thofe who had been befieged in 
the Capitol, and had feen themfelves on the 
point of perifhing with hunger, fatigues, and 

mifery, 
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foiifery, went out to meet them, and embracing^-^5* 
each other, fhed tears of joy for lo amazing a g nt ] 
fuccefs, in refped to which they could fcarce 
believe their eyes, fo unexpe&ed and improba¬ 
ble it feemed. The priefts oF the Gods, and 
the facred minifters of the temples walked in the 
proceffion, carrying all the facred things, which • 
they had either buried when they fled from 
Rome, or carried away with them ; and the 
Romans, intent upon a fpedtacle fo grateful and 
fo much defined, felt the fame pleafure and joy, 
fays Plutarch, as if the Gods in perfon had re¬ 
entered the city with them* 

The day on which the fame Camillus left 
Rome to go into banifliment, feemed very djf* 
ferent from this, when he entered it in the mid ft 
of the cries of joy, and the applaufes of all the 
citizens. If we may believe Cicero, the firfi: 

Was no lefs for his glory: he fpeaks of the great 
men who had been recalled from their banilh- 
ment, and of Camillus in particular. “ Their 
4 * difgrace (0), fays he, far from diminifhing, 

“ ferved only to exalt their glory. For thougn 
u it be more defirable to pals through life with- 
<c out injury and affli&ion, however, with re- 
u fpeft to immortal glory, it is better to be re- 
“ gretted and defired by one’s country, than 
41 never to have been injured.” Such is the 
language of Cicero, who always idolized glory* 

And we may add, that adverfity brings many 
virtues to light, which profperity would have 
kept obfeure and concealed. 

(a) lis damnatis non mo- line injuria, tamen ad im- 
do non imminuit calarhitas roortalitatem gloria: plus aff • 
clarifiirni nominis gloriam, fere defideratum efle a fuij 
fed etiam honeftavit. Nam, civibus, quam omnino nun- 
ctfl optabilius eft curfum vi- quam efle violatum. Gc. 
tx conficere fine delore & Pro dcms fua, n. $6 . 

Vol.IL Y 


The 
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55. The taking of Rome by the Gauls is one of 
• the moll famous events in the Roman hiftory •, 
and it is not (a) eafy to fay, whether it was 
more unhappy to the Romans through the ex- 
cf treme misfortunes and calamities with which it 
was attended, than glorious from the fhining 
proofs of patience, fortitude, valour, and refpeX 
for religion, which they gave. But what feems 
mo ft remarkable, and mod worthy of our re¬ 
flexions, is the view of the fecret lprings which 
occalion the lofs of battles, the ruin of nations, 
and the fudden revolutions which happerv in 
dates, when it pleafes God to abandon them. 
This truth, fo often inculcated in the holy Scrip¬ 
tures, is here clearly attefted by the Pagans 
themfelves, and becomes evident if we confidcr 
only the events. 

Rome, at the time of which we are fpeaking, 
was triumphant •, and never had her glory and 
power appeared with greater luftre. The con- 
flderable number of her troops, the invincible 
courage of her foldiers, the ability and reputa¬ 
tion of her generals, and efpecially of Camil- 
lus, the frequent victories recently gained over 
all her neighbours, Teemed to have placed her 
in perfect fecurity, and to have left her no room 
for fear and difquiet. Rome however is in an 
inftant taken, plundered and entirely burnt and 
deftroyed. How then could fo fudden a change 
happen ? Is Camillus dead ? Does the Senate, 

fo wife and prudent, fubfift no longer? The 
Roman troops, are they annihilated in an in^ 
ftant ? The victorious and invincible hands of 
the foldiery, are they benummed and ftruck 
mcrionlefs oniy at the appearance of the Gauls \ 


' a ) 




Quod temp as popuio Romano nefcio utrrnn dade fu- 
fecri:: as v irtn turn exp trimen tis fpeciofius. Flor.l. 1 3 
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This feems incredible, and however happened A.R. 36; 
literally on the prefent occafion. ^ nt ' C- 

God fometimes deprives Generals of all cou- 3 87 ’ 
rage and ability; he leaves Camillus thole ad* 
vantages at this time, but renders them ufelefs, 
by permitting the Romans to banilh a citizen, 
whofe prefence, if any human refource might 
be relied upon, would certainly have prevented 
the taking of Rome; Expulfo cive , quo ma-Uv.$< 
nente , ft quicquam humamrum cerli eji % capi Ro- 33 - 
ma non poiuerat. 

The Senate, that body fo venerable for its 
wifdom and the maturity of its deliberations (a) % 
fend as ambaffadors to a Grange and unknown 
people, young Senators inconfiderate and vio¬ 
lent, and more like the Gauls than the Ro¬ 
mans. And afterwards inftead of delivering 
them up to the Gauls, for having violated the 
law of nations in refpeft to them, it fuffers 
them to be railed to the higheft dignities of the 
ftate. 

But in what manner does the army behave at 
the battle of Allia? (b) Nothing that refem- 
bles the Romans is to be feen either amongft 
the Generals or the foldiers. There are neither 
(c) prayers, aufpices,' nor facrifices before the 
battle; things never omitted by this people. ' 

No care was taken to chufe a good camp, and 


(a) Mitis legatio, ni pre¬ 
ferences lcgatos,Gal!ifque ma* 
gis quam Romanis limiies, 
habuiffet. Ltv. 5. 36. 

(b) In alteiaacie nihil fi- 
mile Romanis, nen a pud du¬ 
ces, non apad milites erat. 
Pavor fugaque occupaverat 

ar.imos-Ignotum holtem 

prius pene quam viderenr, 
non modo flOn tentato certa¬ 


in in e, fed ne da more qui- 
dem reddito, integri intac- 
tique iugerunt. Lw. ib:d « 

< a P 3 8 * 

(cj IbiTribuni mi!itum, 
non loco caitris ante capto, 

non prsemunito vallo-- 

non deorum faltem, fi non 
hominum, memores, nec au- 
fpicaio, nec litato, inllruunt 
aciem. Liv, eap.fi,' 


Y 2 
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A.R. 36r.ro fortify it well. Terror had feized every body. 

A ^ - + m * J- « • « t« 

Ant* U 


3 8 7 * 


1»« 


3 rj . 37 


They could fee nothing but the danger, and 
were folely intent upon avoiding it by the ihorteft 
way they could. Almoft before they faw the 
enemy, all betook themfeives to flight, not only 
without {hiking a blow, but without fo much 
as having anfwered the cries of the enemy. I 
omit many other circumftances of this kind, and 
many effential faults. 

Is all this natural, and in the common order of 
human things ? Is it pofiible not to difcern here 
the efft&s of a peculiar Providence, and the ma- 
nifeft power of a fupreme Being, (for that is the 
idea which we muft fubftitue to the terms of 
Deftirry and Fortune ufed by the Pagans) of God 
in one word, who, when he would puniih na¬ 
tions, deprives them of courage, prudence, pre¬ 
fence of mind, judgment and attention to the 
moft eafy and mod common things: and who 
makes them blind, to prevent them from fee¬ 
ing and avoiding the evils, into which it is 
his will to plunge them? Urgentibus Roma • 

mm urbemfatis .- Adeo occ<ecat animos for tuna , 

ubi vim fuam ingruentem refringi non vult . So 
Livy expreffes himfelf upon the taking of Rome 
at this time. And Plutarch, in obferving that 
the Gauls were not indebted to their valour for 
the viftory gained over the Romans near the 
river Allia, adds, that it ought to be afcribed 
folely to Providence, which thought fit to difplay 
its whole power in this event. The expreflion 
is remarkable, Tns tv^dc Wl&tfov iytTffSou 
He gives, as I have oblerved, the name'of 
Fortune to the Divinity. God, according to 
Plutarch, took a kind of pleafure in fhewing on 
this occafion, that he is omnipotent, that it is he 
who makes men all that they are, and that to 
fliew how great their weaknefs, or rather no- 

thingnefs 
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thingnefs is, he has only to abandon them to^R.36 
themfelves. Thofe Romans, To proud of their c 
power, wifdom, courage, and intrepidity, are'* 
not to be known at the battle of Allia. No¬ 
thing is fo imprudent and fenfelefs as their con¬ 
duit before the battle, and nothing fo abjeit and 
cowardly in the aftion itfelf. 

Camillus himfelf, in fpeaking fome time after 
to the People, puts them in mind, that the 
taking of Rome, and all the misfortunes confe- 
quential of it, had been the juft punifhment of 
the violation of the law of nations, committed 
by the Roman ambafiadors in refpedt to the 
Gauls, arid of the criminal negligence of the 
Romans, who had not only left that crime un- 
punifhed, but had even rewarded ir. (a) There- 
fore , added he, both Gods and men have punijbed 
us in foftgnal a manner , that our example may ferve 
as a leffon for all mankind. 

After God has humbled their pride in this 
manner, he reftores them all their good qualities, 
and re-inftates them in their former condition. 

If the Romans made an ill ufe of thefe leffons, 
it is for us to make a better, and to learn the 
judgment which we ought to pafs upon the events 
that occur in hiftory. 

I return now to Camillus. As he was a reli- uhali- 
gious obferver of all the ceremonies relating to tants of 
the worlhip of the Gods, he made the Senate C* re re 
pafs a decree to the following effeit, “ That all * 
u the temples fhould be re*eftabli(hed and puri-^/ v 

“ fied with the ufual expiations, becaufe they had piut. m 
u been prophaned by being in the hands ot theC«mil. 

enemy. That the right of hofpitality fhould * 44 * 

“ beeftablifhed between Rome and Caere, and 

(a) Igitur vitti, captique, mus, ut terrarum orbi docu- 
ac redempti, tantum poena- • men to effemus. Liv. j. 51. 
rup> diis hominibufque dedi- 
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u that the quality of Roman citizens, but with* 
out the right of fuffrage, (hould be granted 
to the inhabitants of that place, becaufe they 
had given refuge to the priefts, and iacred 
4t things, of the Roman People, whereby the 
c< worfhip of the Gods had fuffered no interrup- 
“ tion. That the games called Ludi Ca-pitelini , 
“ (hould be celebrated in gratitude to the great 
Jupiter, who in the midft of the misfortunes 
that had happened, had preferved his auguft 
abode, aad the citadel of the Roman Peo* 
ple*, and that Camilius Ihould for that pur- 
pofe appoint a certain fufficient number of 
peribns, inhabitants of the Capitol and ci- 
“ tadel.” ' • 

To expiate alfo die negligence, which had 
prevented the Romans from regarding the voice 
in‘the night, that had given notice of the arrival 
and approach of the Gauls, it was decreed that 
a temple (hould be eredied in honour of the god 
Aius Locuiius in the New-ftreet, that is to fay in 
the lame place where M. Csedicius had heard 
that voice. Aius Locuiius, fignif.es a God who 
lpeaks. Cicero, who fet a right value upon 
(lories of this kind, is pleafant upon this name: 
ic This fame (a) God, when nobody knew him, 
“ talked and let people hear him, which occa- 
fioned his being called Aius Locutius: but 
fince he has acquired himfelf a name, a tem¬ 
ple and an altar, he fays nothing, and is grown 
“ dumb.” 

The gratitude of the Romans extended even 

t- y 0 

We have feen that the Geefe faved 
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the Capitol. A kind of proceffion was infti- 


(<?) A ns lire locuer.s, 
qunndo cum nemo corat, ai- 
t e:v: cc loquebaiur, Sc ex eo 
rtcmcD lnvtni:: poftricam & 


fedem, & aram Sc nomen in- 
venit, cbmutuit. De Din:in. 
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tuted, in which a goofe was carried in triumph 1R.;6 

upon a fplendid licter. This ceremony conti- An! - c - 
nued to be pra&ii’ed in Plutarch’s time, who 3 ^' 
obferves that the firft care of the Cenfors, when 
they entered upon office, was to provide the 
fund for the fubfiftence of the facred geefe, in 
reward for the important fervice they had ren¬ 
dered the ftate. In the fame procefflon a dog 
was carried fattened to a gibbet. 

After the duties of religion and gratitudePIut. in 
were latisfied, it was neceffary to think of re- Cami11 - P- 
building the city. This occafioned great per-' 44 ’ 
plexity, the difficulties appearing unfurmountar 
ble. The city was deftroyed, the houfes down, 
and the walls levelled, fo that it was in a man¬ 
ner neceffary to look for Rome in Rome itfelf. 

The People, who were ip want of all things, 
and had more need of repofe and relaxation af¬ 
ter the many evils they had experienced, than 
of new fatigues in an undertaking that feemed 
entirely above their ftrength, were exceedingly 
difcouraged. The Tribunes, taking advantage 
of that general difpofition, renewed the propo¬ 
fol they had already made, of removing to 
Veii, and of fettling in that city, provided with 
every thing that could be defired for the neceffi- 
ties and conveniencies 'of life. They added, 

“ That it was to be a declared enemy to the 
“ eafe and happinels of the Roman people, to 
“ oppofe a defign fo advantageous in itfelf, fo 
“ eafy in the execution, and become abfolutely 
“ neceffary through the incapacity of the citi- 
“ zens to re-inftate the city.” It is eafy to 
conceive how much fuch difcourfes muff pleafe 
the populace, and exalperate them againft Ca- 
millus, who oppofed their defires. They talked 
loudly, “ That for his particular ambition and 

“ glory, he deprived them of a city entirely . 

Y 4 “ ready 
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A.R. 365.“ ready to receive them, and to which they 
Ant. c, had nothing more to do than to remove, 
3 ^ 7 * « That he obliged them to inhabit ruins, and 

“ to rebuild thofe frightful remains of the 
“ flames, in order to be called, not only the 
u general and fupreme magiftrate of Rome, 
“ but alfo its founder, to the great contempt of 
Romulus, whom he aimed at diverting of 
** that title.” 

The Senators, apprehending from hence the 
effefts of a rifing divifion, would not fuffer 
Camiiius to abdicate the Di&atorlhip before the 
end of the current year, as he intended, though 
no Diftaror before him had ever continued long¬ 
er than fix months in that office. That great 
Liv.l.-. man, lefs fenfible to the unjuft complaints 
e. 50-54. againft him, than to the extreme danger of the 

commonwealth, repaired to the aflembly, at¬ 
tended by all the Senators, and having mounted 
the tribunal for harangues, fpoke to the Peo¬ 
ple in the following terms. Romans, the dijputes 
with the tribunes are fo irfupportable to me, that 
the only conjolation I had , when banifhed to Ardea , 
was to confider tnyfelf at a difiance from them ; 
and I was fo ftrongly confirmed in this way of 
thinking , that I was rejolved, even though the Se¬ 
nate and You fisould recall me, never more to fet 
foot in a city, where eternal difeord prevailed be¬ 
tween the two orders of the fate, That I have 
changed my conduct in returning, does not proceed 
from any change in my opinion, but folely from the 
intereft of the public , which reduced me to it . The 
queftion was not to reinflate myfilf in Rome , but to 
preferve Rome itfelf, and to wreft her out of the 
hands of the Barbarians , And I [houli be filent 
& tins infant, and remain quiet , if the fame pub¬ 
lic inter eft dd not oblige me to /peak. 1 lament 

your fate , Romans ■, J am fenfible of its bitternefs , 

. * • ■ 
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and as fenftble of it as it is pojfible to be. And who A.R ^ 
indeed would not be moved with the fad condition A.:t. c, 
to which you are reduced? But I am Jlill mortal' 
affefted with that to which fome are jor reducing 
you by the fatal counfel they give you. How ! To 
abandon Rome> which gave us birth ! To fife in 
our hearts all love for our country: and what 
country , ye immortal Gods! Why then have we 
recovered it out of the hands of the enemy ? But 
motives infinitely flronger ought to move you: I 
mean thofe of religion and the Gods, (a) Their 
protection of Rome has appeared in thefe later times 
in fo diflinguifhed a manner , that it ought for ever 
to banijh from our minds all. oblivion and negleCi of 
divine worjhip. Do but recoiled all that has bap * 
pened to us of adverfe or profperous for fome years 
pafy and you will difcern , that every thing has 
fucceeded with us> when fubmifiive and dutiful to 
the Gods ; and every thing been unfortunate , when 
we defpifed 'them. 

After having repeated feveral examples, Ca- 
millus continues to this effeft. (b) Having before' 
cur eyes fo many monuments of the good and t:nl 
occafioned by our refped and contempt of divine 
wor/hipy do you perceive , Romans , into what an 
abyfs of crimes , fcarce efcaped as we are from the 
wreck of our faults and misfortunes , we are now 
going to plunge ourfelves ? We inhabit a city built 
in conference of aufpices and auguries . There is 
no part of it> that is not confecrated by fome reli - 


(a) Tam evidens numen 
}jac cempeftate rebus affuit 
Romanis, uc omnem ncg!i- 
gentiam divini cultus exemp- 
tam hominibus putem. In* 
tuemini enira horum dein- 
ceps amiprum vel fecundas 
res, vel adverfas: invenietis 
pmnia profperc eveniffe fe- 


quentibus Deos, adverfa fper* 
nentibus. 

(^) Ha?c culti neglettiquc 
miminis tanta monumenta m 
rebus humanis cernentes ec- 
quid femitis, Quirites, quan¬ 
tum vixdum ex naufragiis 
prioris culpa? cladifque emer- 
gentes, parerous nefas ? 

gms 
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A.R . 36 :.gious ceremony. All our general affemblies , where- 
c - in we deft magiftrates , iran/aft the affairs of 
5 fate , have their peculiar place , 0/// 'of which 

they cannot be legally held , ^? £0^0 »<?/ only days , 

places , /i?r 0#r swa/? folemn facrifices . 

Will you abandon , Romans , all this worfhip of the 
Gods , well public as private ? Will you change 
all thefe infiitut ions, as ancient , W fame of them 
more ancient than our city? What a difference 
there is between you and the noble youth Fabjus , 
©>£0 iW the courage to pafs through the enemy's 
qrwy to the Quirinal billy to perform a religious 
ceremony peculiar to his family! 

Buty famebody may fay , /2w/ neceffty obliges us 
to quit a city entirely reduced to ajheSy and to tak$ 
refuge in Idi, where we Jhall find all convenient 
(ies, without having occajion to harafs the poor 
people with works and expenceSy which they : are 
not capable of fupperting. This , Romans , is a 
vain pretext, a falfe allegation .* Did not your 
Tribunes make.you the fame propofal before the ar¬ 
rival of the Gauls , and whilft the city was whole 
and unhurt ? Should the Gauls, whofa multitudes 
are faid to be innmerabky repafs into Italy \ and> 
not to mention them, Jhould the JEqui andVolfaiy 
your perpetual enemiesy think fit to fettle in this 
city when you have abandoned it, would you, to 
fpare ycurfalves the pains of rebuilding your houfes , 
weald you fuffer them to become RomanSy and 
yourfahes only burghers of Veil ? W?re it not bet- 
icry if the thing were not otherwife pojfibky to 
dwell here in poor cottagesy like that of our foun¬ 
der y in the miufi of our boujhold- GodSy and the 
temples fill in beingy than to condemn ourfalves to 
a public and univerfal banifhment? Why fhotdd all 
of us together refufa to do that in a general confla¬ 
gration, which each would do in his private capa¬ 
city, wen bis houfe accidentally burnt down ? Ton 

may- 
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may indeed , Romans, carry your valour and ha* A.R. 365. 
very dfewhere \ but can you carry thither the pro7 AnU ^ 
tettion of the Gods , W the privileges they 
promfed and attached to the city of Rom ? It is 
here that thofe Gods declared , when the head of 4 
man was found in digging the foundation of (he 
Capitol , that the capital of the world JhouU he 
built. It is here the two Divinities , Youth and the 
God Yerminus , in refufing. to. remove, figured that 
the feat of an empire fhould be eftablijhed , which 
jhould have neither bounds nor end* It is here thofe 
facred pledges of the eternity of ■. Rome, the fire of 
Vefta, and the bucklers which fell from hea,ven% 
are kept. In a word , it is to your continuance in 
this city , that the divine oracles have attached your 
glory , profperity, and power . 

All thefe motives, efpecially thofe of religion, Liv. L 5. 
{trongly affe&ed the People. But a word pro- c * 55 *. 
nounced without defign entirely determined 
them. Some moments afterwards, a Centurion, 
who was returning with his company from du¬ 
ty, called out to him, who carried the enfign: 

Halt here , and plant your colours: This is the beft 
place for us to flay in. Both the Senate and 
People cried out unanimoufly, they accepted the 
cmen\ and that expreflion uttered by chance, 
but turned into a prefage, had more effeft chan 
the molt folid reafons. Veii was no longer 
thought of; and fo wonderful a change enfued 
in the minds of the People, that they mutually 
exhorted and encouraged each other to apply to 
the work. The public fupplied them with tiles, ' 
and permitted them to take done and other 
materials wherever they could find them. All 
began to build with great ardour, without regard 
either tp diftrift or'order, every one feizing fuch 
place as feemed either more commodious for 

This great preci- 


building, or moft agreeable. 


pitapon 
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A-R- jfij-pitation occafioned no regard to be had either 
Ant- C. to the regularity pf the ftreets, or the difpofttion 
387- of the houfes. From whence it happened that 

the ancient fewers (cloac<e) which at firft only 
ran through the midft of the ftreets and public 
places, were afterwards under private houfes, 
which muft have made them very unhealthy. 
In lefs than a year the whole city was rebuilt 
from the walls to the laft houfe of the meaneft 

particular. 

The commonwealth gave an houfe upon the 
Capitol to Manlius, as a monument of his va¬ 
lour, and of the gratitude of his country. 


THE 



THE 


ROMAN HISTORY. 

BOOK THE SEVENTH. 


/ 

T HIS feventh Book contains the fpace 

of twenty-feven years, from the year 
366, when Rome was taken, to the 
year 393. The principal events are, the great 
adtions of Camillus, the punifhment of Manli¬ 
us thrown down from the Tarpeian rock, the 
Confulfhip granted to the Plebeians, the inftitu- 
tion of the games called Ludi Scenici> and dif¬ 
ferent vi&ories over the Gauls, 


SECT. I. 

Fabius is cited to take his trial for having violated 
the law of nations in refpeB to the Gauls . An 
exaft enquiry is made after the laws and treaties . 
The Volfci , Mqui> and Hetrurians , arm againji 
Rome . Camillus is declared Dictator, defeats , 
and triumphs, over all thofe people . The citi¬ 
zens , fettled at Veii, are recalled to Rome . 
Four new tribes are injlituted . Camillus termi¬ 
nates the war againji the Antiates with fuccefs . 
W%r with the Volfci: they are defeated by the 
Dictator Coffus. Manlius attempts to ■ make 
himfelf King . The Dictator imprijons him. The 
People murmur . Manlius is enlarged. He 
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re-cmmnces bis intrigues. He is cited before 
the People , condemned to die , and thrown from 
the Tarpeian rock. Obfervations upon the names 
ef the Romans . 

Liv.!. 6 . T IV V, in beginning the fixth book of his 
c *• | j hiftory, owns, that the events which he 

has related from the foundation of Rome by 
Romulus to its- being taken by the Gauls, ad¬ 
mit great difficulties, as well in effedt of the re- 
motenefs of times, which occafions great obfeu- 
rity, as becaufe in thofe early ages there were 
few writings, the only faithful depofitaries of 
fadh, and that the little concerning them pre- 
ferved either in the annals of the Pontiffs, or in 
other monuments public or private, had in a 
great meafure been confumed by the flames at 
the burning of Rome. The fame hiftorian adds, 
(a) that the fadts he is going to relate from the 
rebuilding, and in a manner fecond birth of 
Rome, which will every day receive new aug¬ 
mentations, will from thenceforth be much 
clearer and more certain. 


A.R. 366. L. Valerius Poplicola, II, 

A**' V- L. V1 r c 1 n 1 u s, &c. 

386. 

FaMmis The Military Tribunes were no fooner en- 
dud to tered upon office, than one of the Tribunes of 
take bis the People cited Q^Fabius t-o take his trial, for 

having put himfelf at the head of the Clufini 
cLuftbe 'contrary to the law of nations, when he was 
law cf na- fent embaffador to the Gauls. His death, which 

fo opportunely that it was believed Vo* 
fpared him that trial. 


turns. 

Liv. 1. 6. 
c. 1.- 


> • 


happened 

luntary, 


Pint. in. 
Camili. 

p. 145 — 

H7- 


(a) Clariora deir.eept cer- 

tioraque ab fecunda origine 

vela: ab ftirpibns betias fera- 


ciufque renafefc urbis, gefta 
domi militiseque exponen- 
tur. 

One 


S 
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One of the firft cares of the magiftrates af- A.R. 366. 
terwards, was to make a ftrift fearch for the Ant - c - 
(1) laws and treaties: for many of them were l fn ria 
preferved. The firft treaty between the Cartha-yjirl i, 
ginians and Romans, which Polybius has pre-*w* after 
ferved entire, was prior to the burning of Rome . the laws 
It is very probable, that the Pontiffs and m a - trea ' 

giftrates conveyed into the Capitol as many as 
they could of the annals, books of religion, and 
thofe which contained the cuftoms and maxims 
of the commonwealth. Some of thefe laws, 
when collcfted together, were made public; 
but as for ’ thofe which related to facred things 
and the Worftiip of the Gods, the Pontiffs re- 
ferVed the keeping of them to themfelves, and 
kept the knowledge of them from the public, 
with the view of holding the minds of the mul¬ 
titude in fubjeftion, and of having the greater 
afcendant over them. 

The People in the neighbourhood of Rome 
did not leave her long in tranquillity. The 
Volfci, her ancient enemies, took arms with am, take 
the refolution entirely to extirpate the Roman a~ 
name. Advice alfo came by merchants, thatl?"^ „ 
all Hetruria was in motioft, and preparing for de l 
war. But what gave moft alarm was the news dared Die. 
of the arming of the Latines and Hernici, who tutor y de+ 
ever fince the battle near the lake of Regilla*, that^f" and 
is to fay, during an hundred years more or lefs,^^^ w 
had continued firmly attached to the Romans.«//. 

In the midft of fo many fubjefts of terror, as 
* it was evident that the Roman name was become 


(i) The laws of tht Kingi 
and of the twelve tables had 
been written on hrafs , and 
fixed up in the Forum. The 
treaties with federal fates 
(according te the cujfom of the 


ancieuts) had been engraven on 
pillars crefted in the temples , 
What could not be found of 
thofe monument was jupplud 
by memory. 


not 
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AJt 366. not only hateful to the enemy, but contemptible 

Ant. C. amongft: the allies, recourfe was had to the ufual 

3 s6 * practice of Rome, and Camillus was declared 

Diftator, who appointed Servilius Ahala his ge¬ 
neral of the horfe. After having prohibited all 
judiciary proceedings, bufinefs, and labour, he 
levied the troops, lifting even the old men who 
had any remains of ftrength to ferve. He then 
divided his troops into three bodies. The one 
he oppofed to Hetruria, and pofted it in the 

territory of Veii: he made the fecond encamp 
near Rome; and with the third advanced againft 
the Volfci near Lanuvium. They had taken the 
field with perfeft affurance of conquering the 
Romans, whofe troops they believed entirely 
cut to pieces at the battle of Allia. The name 
alone of Camillus (truck them with fuch terror, 
that they kept clofe in their camp, after having 
fortified it with ftrong palilades, and a fence of 
trees laid a-crofs. Camillus taking the advan¬ 
tage of a wind that blew diredUy upon the ene¬ 
my’s camp, caufed abundance of combuftibles 
to be got ready. As foon as the fun rofe, and 
the wind began to blow with violence, he made 
a falfe attack on the other fide, and gave the 
fignal to his troops. At that inftant they poured 
an infinite number of flaming darts upon the 
intrenchments, which falling amongft the trees 
heaped upon one another, fet all immediately 
in a blaze. Moft of the enemy perifhed either 
in the fire, or by the fvvord. The Romans 
themfelves extinguiftied the flames to fave the 
fpoils, which Camillus abandoned to them : a 
largefs the more agreeable, as it was not expeft- 
ed from a general, who had never (hewn himfelf 
liberal before in refpeft to the foldiers. 


After 
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.After this vi&ory, Camillus ravaged t)ie ene- A.R. 366* 
fnies country. He reduced the Volfci to. fur- An £ 
reader themfelves, defeated the army of the. 38 * • 
iEqui near the city of Bola, of which he made 
himfelf matter, and immediately marched to 
the aid of the People of Sutrium, whom he ex¬ 
pected to find beiieged by the Tufcans. But 
they had furrendered, and on fuch hard conditi¬ 
ons, that they had been permitted to carry off 
only their cloaths. He met them on his way 
in that wretched condition, with their wives and 
children, who all in a body deplored their mif- 
fortune to him. He confoled them, and made 
his troops advance without lofs of time, rightly 
conjecturing the condition in which he fhould 
find the enemy. In confequence, he npc only 
oafied the whole territory of Sutrium without 
being difcovered* but was at the gates of the 
city, and had feiZed part of the walls, before 
the Hetrurians were apprized of his approach ; 
for they had not potted guards, but had difperfed 
themfelves into the houfes, without any thoughts 
but of caroufing and diverting themfelves. They 
were fo full of meat and wine, that mod of them 
were not capable of flying, and either fuffered 
themfelves to be lhamcfully killed without de¬ 
fence, or furrendered themfelves ftill more 
fhamefully. Thus Sutrium was reftored before 
nighc, without having {offered any lofs or da¬ 
mage to its citizens; for the place had been 
taken by capitulation, and not affault. 

Camillus, having terminated three wars in a 
fhorttime, entered Rome in triumph. A great 
number of Hetrurians, whom he had taken pri* 
foners, were led before his chariot. So confide-, 
rable a fum was raifed by the fale of them, 
that it fufficed to repay the ladies the gold, 

Vql. II. Z which 
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A.R. 366. which they had generoufly lent the ftate, and 
c - with the reft three gold vafes, infcribed with the 
* * name of Camillus, were made, which were placed 

In the chapel of Juno in the Capitol. 

Such of the Veientes, Capenates, and Falifci, 
as had gone over to the Romans during the wars 
of which we have juft fpoke, were rewarded 
with the feedom of the city, and lands were 
affigned thole new citizens. 

Tbs dti - Many particulars, to l'pare themfelves the trou- 
fet- ble of rebuilding their houfes, had fettled at 
tied at Veil \j t jj s where they found them ready for their re- 

Tdto CCi! ception. They were fummoned by a decree of 
Rfffjic. the Senate to return to Rome, (a) At firft they 

made fome difficulty in complying, and, as they 
believed themfelves very ftrong, becaufe well 
united amongft themfelves, they anfwered in a 
tone that Teemed to breathe revolt. The Senate 
fixed a time for their return, upon pain of death 
to luch as difobeyed. The danger become per- 
fonat, awed them into fubmiffion ; and all corn- 

buildings in the mean time advanced 
confiderably, becaufe the ftate was at part of the 
expence-, the/Ediles puffied the work forward 
exceedingly, and particulars urged by neceffity, 
gave themfelves no relaxation. Before the end 
of the year, the whole was compleated, and the 
new city entirely finifhed. Some time after the 
Capitol was alio repa’red. 



[a) Et primo fremitus fuit grafiet Romam, ex ferocibus 
afpernaotium imperiurn.Dies univertis fingulos metu iuo 
dcinde prsiiuuta, capitalif- quemqce obedientes fecit, 
que poena, qui non remi- Liv, 
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T. Quintius 




T r .Quint i us .Cincjnnatps, 

1 * 

Q^SiRviLijUS Fid enas. 


A.R. 367. 
Ant. C. 
385." 


L. Julius JuLys* &c. 


Nothing confideraple paffed this year. Some 
final! 5 towns were. taken from the enemy, and 
the Tribunes pf [the. people made fome ftir. 

The year following four new tribes were infii- bur 
tuted> which made the number twenty-five inall /^" in - 

1 [tinted. 


M. F.urius Camillus, &c. 


A.R. 360, 
Ant. C. 


The war with the Antiates, who were lup-3 8 3- 
ported by the Latines, gave Rome fome alarm. Cam! /^ s 
But the name alone of Camillus, who was this 
year in office, calmed .people’s .apprehenfions.^/^ the 
Every body faid, u That had he been a private Antiates 
cc perfon, it would have, been neceffary to haveA r ^ /- 
“ created,him Dictator;” and his collegues.de- 
dared, “ That in cafe of war, he was capable * 
u of conducting every thing alone ; that they 
“ were refolved to fubmit their authority entirety 
<c to his y and that they did not believe it any 
“ diminution of their dignity, to give place to 
“ that of a collegue fo much their fuperior.” 

The Senate gave the Military Tribunes great 
praifes. Camillus, on his fide, confounded at a 
conduCl fo much for his honour, and fo rare an. 
example of love for the public good^ exprefled 
his acknowledgment in the llrongcft terms. He 
faid, u That fo diftinguilhed a favour of the 
“ Roman people, who itemed to confer a fourth 
“ DiCtatorffiip upon him, the advantageous 
“ judgment of fo venerable a body as the Se- 
“ nate, and efpecially the unanimous concur- 

Z 2 M rence 
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A.R. 369/' rence of his illuftrious collegues in refigning 

Ant. c. «« their authority to him, were an heavy bur- 

3*3* u then highly difficult for him to fupport. That 

6i he fhould ufe his utmoft endeavours, by add- 
44 ing new care and zeal to all he had hitherto 
44 done, to exceed himfelf, in order to anfwer 
44 worthily the expeftations conceived in his fa- 
“ vour. That as to the war with the Antiates, 
44 there was more noife and menace than danger 
44 in it: that however, though he was perfuaded 
44 there was nothing to fear, he believed it ne- 
44 ceffary that nothing fliould be neglefted. 
44 That Rome was the objedt of the envy and 
44 hatred of all her neighbours: that therefore 
44 prudence required , that feveral armies Ihould 
44 be fet on foot under different generals.” He 
afterwards affigned each of his collegues their 
province, and kept Valerius with himfelf. They 
all promifed to acquit themfelves well of their 
duty. Valerius, in particular declared, “ That 
“ he fliould confider Camillus as his Dictator, 
44 and fubmit to his orders as his General of the 
44 Horfe.” The Senators were feized with joy 
and admiration, gave Camillus and his collegues 
the higheft praifes, and cried out, “That (tf)the 
14 Commonwealth would never have occafion 
44 for a Di&ator, if Magiftrates like them were 
44 always in office, fo perfectly united amongft 
44 themfelves, fo equally ready to obey or com- 
44 mand, and much more inclined to divide their 
44 own glory wifh their collegues, than to arro- 
46 gate that of their collegues to themfelves. >5 

(a) Nec Di&atore unquam juxta paratos, laudemque 
opus fore reipublkse, fi tales conferentes potius in medi- 
viros in magiftratu habeat, um, quam ex communi ad 
tain concordibusjunctos ani- fe trahentes. Liv. 
mis, parere atque imperare 


Camillus 
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Camillus and Valerius fet out for Satricum,A.R, 369; 
the rendezvous of the enemy’s troops. The Ant - 
army of the Antiates was compofed not only of^ 3 * 
the Volfcian youth, but of a great number of the 
Latines and Hernici. The fight of fo numerous 
a body, ftruck the Roman foldiers with terror 
and trouble. The Centurions immediately car¬ 
ried the news of that difcouragement to Camil¬ 
lus, and told him, “ That the troops had armed 
“ without ardor; that they had quitted the 
4 4 camp (lowly and with reluftance ; that they 
44 had even been heard complaining, that they 
44 were marching to a battle where they were to 
44 fight one againft an hundred : that they were 
44 not capable of fuftaining the charge of fo 
44 great a multitude if they were unarmed, and 
44 much lefs armed as they were.” 

Camillus immediately mounted on horfeback, 
and riding through the ranks; Soldiers , faid he, 
what mans this fadnefs and languor , which 1 never 
knew before amongfl you ? Have you forgot the 
enemy , yourfelves and me ? What are the enemy , but 
perpetual matter for your valour and glory ? And 
are not you on the contrary the fame {not to mention 
the taking of Falerii y Veil , and the entire defeat of 
the Gauls in our country, after they had made them - 
/elves mafters of it) who lately under my command 
obtained three victories over thefe very Volfci , ASqui 
and Hetrurians? Do you not know that I am your 
general , becaufe I give the fignal as Military Tri- 
bune , and not as Dictator ? I define no extraordi¬ 
nary authority in commanding you, and you ought to 
confider nothing in me befides wyfelfi The Dictator* 
ftnp added nothing to my courage , no more than ba- * 
mfhment abated it. We are then all of us the fame: 
and as we bring with us the fame things in all re~ 
fpefts to this as to former wars , we have reafon to 

Z 3 expcff 
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A-B.. 369; expect fbt fame fuccefs. As fom as we come to 
^ t- c> blows whb the enemy, do you bebaveymirfclies as yotl 
3 ufe to do. Ton will conquer*, and they fly . 

Then giving the fignal, he leapt from his 
horfe, and taking hold of the next enfign bearer* 
be pulled him along with him towards the ene¬ 
my. As foon as the foldiers faw Camilius, not- 
withftanding his great age,- advancing towards 
the enemy, they puflied forward all together, 
Crying out, Let us folkw our general. Some fay, 
that he ordered the enfign to be thrown amongft 
the enemy, and that the firft line made extra¬ 
ordinary efforts to recover it. The Antiates 
could not fuftain fo rude a charge, and much 
]efs the dreadful fight of Camilius. Wherever 
he went, he carried terror along with him \ 
which appeared evidently, when he repaired to 
his left wing, that had been put into diforder, 
and where he immediately re-inftated the battle 
only by his prefence, pointing with his hand to 
the other wing which was victorious. The fuc¬ 
cefs was no longer doubtful: but the multitude 
of the enemy retarded their flight, and the Ro¬ 
man foldiery, already fatigued by a long and 
rude battle, could not have gone through fo 
dreadful a (laughter. A violent ftorm attended 

O 

with a great rain, very opportunely came on to 
feparate the two armies, and put a flop to the 
battle, rather than the viftory. The retreat was 
founded, and the night that followed it, termi¬ 
nated the war without putting the Romans to 
any further trouble. For the Latines and Her- 
nici left the Vclfci, and returned home, with 
the lhame of having undertaken a weak enter- 
prize, to which the fuccefs had been anfwera- 
ble. The Volfci feeing themfelves abandoned 
by thofe, whofe aid and forces had induced 

them 
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them[to take arms, quitted their camp, and fliut A - R - 369* 
themfelves up within the walls or Satricum. Ant.C.. 

Camillus followed them clofe, and took that place 3 3 ' 
by aflault. 

Camillus intended to form the fiege of An- 
tium_the capital of the Volfci, which had excited 
this war,.an(J he would undoubtedly have fuc- 
ceeded in it: but a more prefling occafion called 
him elfewhere. He flew to the aid of two al¬ 
lied cities, (i)Sutrium and Nepete, of which 
the Hetrurians were almoft in poffeflion, and de- 
livered them. 

The Romans, feeing their tranquillity reftored, 
fent to the Latines and Hernici to complain of 
their having afiifted the enemies, and not fur- 
nilhed their contingents according to cuftom for 
feveral years. Thole people, aflembled in a 
body, made anfwer, “ That it was without their 

u participation fome of their youth had joined 
“ the Volfci, and that they had been fufficiendy 
“ punifhed for their temerity, none of them 
“ having returned home to their country. That 
“ as to their contingents, the perpetual terror 
“ they were in of being attacked by the Volfci, 

“ had prevented them from fending them ac- 
“ cording to cuftom.” Though this anfwer 
was little fatisfa&ory to the Senate, they believed 
it proper to reft fatisfied with it for the prefent. 

( 1 ) Theft (w cities were the affault, Camillus beheaded'the 
barriers of Rome on the fde authors of the revolt. That 
of Hetruria, and the keys of General, though victorious on. 
that country. The latter bad allfidts this campaign , out of 
furrendered to the Hetrurians , modejiy dt dined tbe honour of 
before Camillus arrived*, the a triumph, which he could not 
inhabitants being better of- Jhare with collegues, to whoft 
fueled to the Het> urians than moderation and deference hf 
Romans : for which rcafon was fo much obligid for de*. 
when the latter took it now by ferving it. 

Z 4 
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A.R.370. 
Am. C. 



A. Manlius. 
P. Cornelius. 


War with This year was remarkable for a very impor- 
the Vq ifd. tant war abroad, and a ftill more confiderable fe- 
are dition at home. The latter arofe, where there 
defeated by W £§ no room to apprehend it, that is to fay from 

% Ur Manlius, the famous Patrician, who had diftinr- 
Liv. 1. 6.* guifhed himfelf by his extraordinary merit upon 
1 i f 13. fo many occafion$, To put a ftop to his cri¬ 
minal defigns, it was thought proper to have re- 
courfe to the fovereign authority of a Di&ator; 
but the war with the Volfci, whom the Latines 
and Hernici fupported, was made the pretext 
for it. A. Cornelius Coffus was created, who 
made T. Quintius Capitolinus his General of the 
horfe. 

Though the Diftator faw that he (hould have 
ruder conflicts to fuftain at home than in the 
field 3 however, whether the war required dif- 
patch, or he was willing to add new weight to 
the Diclatorlhip by a viftory and triumph, he 
made his troops march to the country of Pomp- 
tinus, where he had received advice that the 
enemy were to affemble. 

Befide$ the difguft, which the wars, that re- 
gulariy recur almoft every year, muft give the 
reader, he muft be at fome lofs, fays Livy, to 
• conceive how the ^Equi and Volfci, notwith- 
ftanding fo many Ioffes and defeats, are always 
in a condition to fet new armies on foot. They 
muft: either have had extremely great numbers 
of age to bear arms, in order to fupply fo many 
levies, or thofe levies were not always made out 
0: the fame body, but out of different bodies 
oi the fame nation. Befides which, we muft re- 


jnember, that amongft tbefe people, as well as 

the 
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the Romans, every citizen was a foldier, How- 
ever that were, the army of the Volfci in quef-f? t,C- 
tion was very numerous, without including the 3 
Latines and Hernici, and feveral other people, 
who had joined them. 

The Dictator being arrived near the enemy, 
and having formed his camp, began by the ufual 
prayers and facrifices, and according to cuftom 
confulted the Gods by auguries and aufpices. 

Early the next day, before he gave battle, he 
harangued his troops in few words, Soldiers, 
faid he, the viSlory is ours, if the Gods or their 
interpreters know any thing of the future. Every 
fthing foretels our good fuccefs. Proceed therefore to 
battle, as well ajfured of conquejl: In order to 
which, lay down your javelins at your feet , and 
armed only with your fwords , expeSi the enewfsat - • 
tack without moving in the leaft from your ground l 
When they have difcharged fheir darts , and advance 
againft you , then let your fwords glitter in their 
eyes, and come immediately to blows \ and let each . 
man remember, that the Gods are cur protestors , 
and fend us on to battle . 

He afterwards ordered Quintius to hold the 
horfe in readinefs, and as foon as the battle began, 
to charge the enemy in flank, and put them into 
diforder. His directions were punctually exe¬ 
cuted. 

The enemy, who confided entirely in their 
number, began the battle rafhly, and quitted it 
in the fame manner. After having raifed their 
firlt cries, difcharged their darts, and fhewn 
fome ardor at firlt, as foon as they came to clofe 
fight, and to engage man to man, they could 
not fuftain the charge of the Romans, who with 
eyes fparkling with fire, and fword in hand, at¬ 
tacked them with incredible impetuofity. The 
firft line was foon defeated $ and tlje Romap 

Cavalry 
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AA. ^acavdlfy compleated the diforder of their troops. 
Aau C. After a fliort refiftance the flight became general. 

The Romans purfued them till night with great 
daughter. The camp of the Volfci was taken 
and plundered. The Dictator abandoned the 
.whole fpoils to the foldiers, except the prifoners. 
Moft of them were Latines and Hernici, and of 
the principal families, which evidently ihewed, 
that they -had taken arms by the confent of 
their ftatts. . It was alfo difcovered, that the in¬ 
habitants of Circeii and Velitr# had lhared in 
this war. 

The Didator kept his troops always in readi- 
oefe, not doubting but the People would be for 
turning their arms againft the revolted allies: 
but a more urgent danger recalled him to Rome. 
This was the affair of Manlius. I have al- 


Manli. 


MS 


undertakes ft ady faid that of all men he feemed the leaft 
t0 ***** capable of conceiving defigns to difturb the ftate 


himfelf 
king. 


by fadtions. Thofe who had hitherto occafioned 
feditions fo frequently in Rome, had almoft all 
of them .been Plebeians, who had fcarce any 
other merit than that of knowing how to fet on a 
populace, who are always the dupes of thofe 
that undertake to flatter them. Manlius was a 
Patrician, of one of the moft illuftrious houfes 
of Rome. He had been Conful, and had ac¬ 
quired very great reputation by many glorious 
thditary exploits, and in particular by the fignal 
fervice he had done his country in faving the 
Capitol, when upon the point of being taken 
by the Gauls. A fecret vanity and jealoufy, 
which .Manlius fuffered to take root in his heart, 
corrupted all hh great qualities, and entirely 

fuilied his glory. 

Camillus had gained two great vi&ories over 
the Gauis, wherein he had fhewn himfelf, as 

upon 
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upon many other occafions, the greateft captain A.R. 370. 
of his times. During the firft years from the A * t§c - 
pew birth of the city, he had always been in of- 3 2 ' 
fice, either as Diftator, or Military Tribune. 

And even when he was no more than Tribune, 
his collegues confidered him as their fuperior 
and chief, and deemed it for their honour to re¬ 
ceive his orders. Manlius could not fuffer fo * 
high a degree of glory in a mafr whom he bt> 
lieved no more worthy of it than himfelf. In 
effedt of his haughtinefs and felfSufficiency, he 
defpifcd all the reft of the Roman nobility. 

Only Camillus, whom his virtues, fervices, and 
the honours with which they had been rewarded* 
excited his jealoufy, and tortured his pride. He 
was enraged to fee him always in the higheft au¬ 
thority, always at the head of the armies, and 
attained to fuch an height of greatnefs, chat, faid 
he, he treats eventhofe, created with power, equal 
to his own, not as his collegues, blit officers and 
fubftitutes to execute his orders: However , ad¬ 
ded he, to judge rightly of things , Camillus would 
never have been able to recover Rome out of the hands 
of the enemy , if 1 had not firft faved the Capitol 
and citadel. He attacked the Gauls at unawares , 
and whilfi engrofed by the hopes of peace , they 
thought of nothing fo little as fighting: Whereas 1 
tepuljed them with their arms in their bands , and 
at a time when they were almoft mafters of the Ca¬ 
pitol. In finey*vcry foldier who conquered with bifil 
has a right to fhare in his glory , but no mortal can 
claim the leaft part in mine . 

Such are the fentiments and language, which 
envy infpires. When men are for engroffing 
certain advantages or qualities Co themfelveS, 
they defire that none fhould have them in the 
fame degree. All comparifons that cover and 
fupprefs the diftinftion they are fond of, are 
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• painful to them. And the heart is fecretly af¬ 
flicted with having rivals and competitors in 
things, by the luftre of which it is for attracting 
all regard to itfelf alone. This vice, though 
common enough, is avowed by nobody, becaufe 
there is an unworthinefs and meannefs in it, that 
even pride cannot but be afhamed of. 

As Manlius did not believe himfelf fo much 
confidered by the Senators as he deferved, he 
threw himfelf into the party of the People. He 
entered into a very great union with theTribunes. 
He fpoke contemptuoufiy of the Senate, and 
flattered the multitude. Prudence was no longer 
the (a) guide of his aCtions, but popular air and 
the breath of the crowd. In a word, he chofe 
rather to have a great than a good reputation. 
But the queftion was to propofe fome advantage 
to the multitude, that might be a bait to attraft 
and feduce them. The other leaders of fediti- 
on had employed the Agrarian laws: that is to 
fay, they propofed the diftribution of a certain 
portion of the lands conquered from the enemy 
amongft the poorer people. This method did 
not feem fufficient to Manlius •, and the fituation 
in which the People then were, fupplied him with 
another, which he judged more fuitable to his 
defigns. 

The city having been burnt, every one had 
been obliged to rebuild his houfe; and in con- 
fequence perfons of moderate circumftances be¬ 
ing under the neceffity of expences, often ruinous 
even to the rich, had contracted abundance of 
debts. The Roman laws in refpeCt to debtors 
were exceffivcly rigorous. They allowed the 
exacting of enormous intereft: and when the 
debtor became infolvent, by the decree of a 

(a) Jam aora, non confilio ferri, fanjswjue mngn* malle 

qsam bonse eff?. Li*i t 
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judge he was put into the hands of his creditor, a.R. 370: 
who thereby acquired almoft the fame power Ant. c. 
over him, as a matter had over his flave. Man- 3 82 - 
lius therefore believed, that he could not take a 
more effectual method to conciliate the multi¬ 
tude entirely to his views, than by endeavour¬ 
ing to eafe them of lo heavy a yoke. Ac¬ 
cordingly after (a) having formed a confiderable 
party by his flattering difeourfes, he foon added 
attions highly for the good of the People in ap¬ 
pearance, but really feditious, when confidered 
by the motives from whence they proceeded. 

One day feeing a Centurion, who had diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by a great number of exploits 
in war, in the hands of his creditor, to whom 
he had been adjudged, he ran with his ufual 
train to the middle of the Forum, and after hav¬ 
ing inveighed againft the pride of the Senators, 
and the cruelty of the ufurers, deplored the mi- 
fery of the People, and expatiated upon the 
merit of a warrior who fo little deferved fuch a 
fate : It would be highly in vain , added he, that 
the Capitol and citadel were preferred by this arm> 
if I fuffered my fellow citizen and companion in 
war to be made a Jlave , and to be laid in irons , ex- 
pofed to as great evils as if he had been taken pri~ 
finer by the victorious Gauls . At the fame time 
in the prefence of the whole People, he paid 
the Centurion’s debt, and fee him at liberty. 

It is eafy to judge what a man in fuch a cafe 
was capable of faying and doing for his bene¬ 
factor. He prayed, he conjured the Gods and 
men to reward Manlius, his deliverer, and the 
father of the Roman people, as he deferved. 

He fhewed the wounds he had received in the 

[a) Non jam orationes mo- eadem, qua mente fierent in- 
do Manlii, fed fafta popula- tuenti, erant. Liv, 

ria in fpecicm, tumultuofa 

« * 

war, 



34 8 


A*. ManIius, &€• MU. Trib. 


A.R. 370* war of Yeii, in that againft the Gauls, and iti 
Ant, C. thofe that fucceeded it. And, after having re- 
382- lated in what manner his debts, contracted for 

indifpenfible occafions, had plunged him into 
the greateft misfortunes in effeCt of the accumu¬ 
lation of intereft upon intereft, he concluded 
with faying: u That it was to Manlius he was 
indebted that he now faw the fun, the city, 
and his fellow-citizens. That it was from his 
“ goodnefs he held all that a fon holds from 
u his father. That he devoted his perfon and 
cc all that remained to him of blood or life to 


cc 


Cl 


cc 


his fervice. That all the ties, by which he 
was united to his country, his .houlhold- 
Gods public or private, all attached him from 
“ thenceforth entirely to him alone . 55 

The People, animated by thefe difcourfes* 
were entirely devoted to him, whom they con- 
fidered as their protestor. Manlius did alfo an 
a&ion ftill more capable than all that had pre¬ 
ceded it, of enlivening their ardour, and making 
the multitude adore him. He caufed an eftate, 
which was the principal part of his patrimony, 
to be fold publicly : In order, Romans , faid he* 
that I may not ftiffer ary of you , wbil/l I have 
any thing left , to be adjudged to your creditors , and 
made Jlaves. This laft ftroke tranfported the 
multitude to fuch a degree, chat they feemed 
ready to follow the alienor of their liberty into 
whatever extremes he fhould think fit to lead 
them. 

The Senators would undoubtedly have found 
it highly difficult to attack Manlius, his actions 
had fo fpecious and fhining an outfide, if he 
had not fupplied them with means of a different 
nature. He had the rafhnefs to fay in the af- 
femblies, which he held in his own houiV, that 
the Senators had appropriated the gold intended 

for 
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for the payment of the Gauls to their own ufe, A.R. 370. 
as well as that which they had found in their Ant * C;; 
camp ; that they concealed great treafures which 382 ' 
belonged to the public ; and that if they could 
be difcovered, they would fuffice for difcharg- 
ing all the debts of the People. All thofe who 
heard him, pleafed with fo grateful an hope, 
demanded where a theft of that importance was 
kept. As he had nothing pofitive to anfwer, 
he amufed them with a general promife, to dis¬ 
cover the whole at a proper time. Nothing 
elfe from thenceforth employed the People’s 
thoughts; and it appeared, that if the fait was 
confirmed by enquiries into it, Manlius’s credit 
would have no bounds: but on the contrary, if 
the accufation was found to be groundlefs, he 
would be entirely difgraced, and loft even in the 
fenle of the People. 

It is very probable that the circumftance 
which might give fome colour and pretext for 
this calumny of Manlius, in accufihg the Sena¬ 
tors of hiding the gold of the Gauls, (for thofe 
are the terms; tbefauros Gallici auri occultare ah 5 0.5c, 
Patribus) is what Livy relates in the preceding 
book, that the gold which had been taken from 
the Gauls had been placed under the pedeftal of 
Jupiter’s ftatue: aurum , quod Gallis ereptum 
erat - fub Jovis fella poni jujjum. 

Things were in this ftate, when the Diftator, 
recalled by the Senate, arrived at Rome. The 
next morning early he repaired to the Forum, 
attended by all the Senators, and having amend¬ 
ed the tribunal, ordered a Liftor to cite Man¬ 


lius before him. Manlius, having apprized his 
partifans, that the moment of conflift ap¬ 
proached, advanced with a numerous train. 
On the one fide was feen the Senate, and on 
the other the People, each in a manner ready 
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AJl. 370. to attack the other, and waiting the orders of 
^ nt * C. their refpedive leader. The Didator, without 
3 * 2 ‘ entering into any other difcuffion, interrogated 

Manlius only upon the fmgie fad of the trea- 
fures which he accufed the Senators of conceal¬ 
ing. He ordered him to name thofe who mif- 
applied the public money in fo criminal a man¬ 
ner : and, in cafe he failed to do fo, he declared 
that he would commit him to prifon as a fe- 
ditious perfon, and a falfe accufer. 

The queftion was difficult for Manlius to an- 
fwer. He replied to it in a very artificial man¬ 
ner, ufing evafions to elude its force, endea¬ 
vouring to throw duft and confound his hearers, 
and efpecially to render his enemies odious. He 
began with difeovering the artifice of the Se¬ 
nate, in making a war the pretext for cre¬ 
ating a Didator, whilft their real defign was to 
employ the terrible authority of that office a- 
gainft him and the People. He afterwards 
juftified himfelf in refped to points upon which 
he was not queftioned. Ton are offended , faid 
he, addreffing himlelf to the Didator and Se¬ 
nators, at the numerous train with which I am 
furrounded. IVhy don't you take part of it from 
me by your beneficence , in paying the debts of fome, 
being bound for others, and in relieving the mi - 
Jeries of the People out of yew atom dance ? But 
what do 1 fay? \There is no out’jhn for applying 
your own tn this manner . Only deduct from the 
principal what you have received in inter eft, and 
from thenceforth you will fee me no better attended 
than another . But wherefore , you may fay , am I 
the only one to take care+of the citizens ? I can on¬ 
ly anfwer , as l Jhould v.eu I ajhed, why I was 
the only one to fave the Capita! ana citadel ? I then 
gave all the citizens in genera! fucb aid as was in 
rny power , and I now do the fame in refpeft to 

particulars. 
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particulars . As to the treafures which you conceals S 7 °* 
why do you ajk me what you know yourf elves ? It A g nt * ' 
is perhaps becaufe you have taken your meafures fo 3 
well , as not to apprehend being difcovered. {a) The 
more you infijl upon my detecting your legerdemain , 
the morel fear , that y ou are Jure of imfofing it not - 
withftanding the nicefl obfervalion . Therefore it is 
not me> that fhould be compelled to difcover the thefts 
you have committed; but you , that ought to be obliged 
to bring them to light . 

The Dictator would not fuffer the change to 
be put upon him. He commanded him to ex¬ 
plain himfelf clearly, without evafions; and, 
upon his refufal, ordered him to be carried to 
prifon. Manlius, feeing himfelf feized by the 
Dictator’s officer, omitted nothing to make the 
People rife in his defence. He invoked all 
the Gods that inhabited the Capitol, imploring 
them to aid him who had fo couragioufly de¬ 
fended them. How ! faid he, Jhall the hand 
that has preferred your temples from the fury of 
the Gauls be difgraced with vile chains ? The 
whole people were in defpair. (b) What they 
faw and heard penetrated them with the moft 
lively affliction. But always fubmiffive to legal 
authority, that fame People had prefcribed 
bounds to themfelves, through which they da¬ 
red not break ; and the authority of the Dicta¬ 
tor held them in fuch refpeft, that neither the 
Tribunes of the People, nor the People them- 
felves in their collective body, fcarce ventured 


(a) Quo magis argui prse- tientiffima jufti imperii civi- 
ftfgias jubetis veftras, eo plus tas fecerat: nec adverfus di- 
vereor ne abftuleritis obfer- ftatoriara vim aut Tribuni 
vantibus etiam oculos. Liv. Plebis, aut ipfa Plcbs attol- 

(£) Nuliius nec oculi nec lere oculos aut hifcere aude~ 

aures indignitatem ferebant. bant. Liv, 

Sed invi&a llbi qusdam pa- 

Vol. II. A a ro 
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A-^37°*CO raife their eyes from the ground, or to open 
Ant *^* their mouths in his prefence. In other refpects 

they fhewed all the figns of the moft fenfible 
grief. Great part of the People put on mourn¬ 
ing habits; and many of them let their * hair 
and beards grow, which was not ufual but in 
the greateft calamities. The gates of the prifon 
were befieged perpetually by clouds of perfons 
with forrow manileft in their faces and whole 
appearance. 

The Diftator triumphed over the Volfci; 
but his triumph drew upon him more hatred 
than glory. It was publicly talked, “ That 

he had acquired it in die city, not in the 
army : that he triumphed over a citizen, hot 
ov.r the enemies of Rome; and that all that 
was wanting to adorn his triumph, was to 
have Mmiius dragged in chains before his 
chariot. 1 * Every thing tended to an imme¬ 
diate revolt. To moliity the People, the Se¬ 
nate became liberal and beneficent on a fudden, 
and appointed a colony of two thoufand citizens 
to be lent to Satricuin affiyning each of them 

O D 

two acres and an naif of land. As the largefs 
was very moderate In kick, confined to a final 1 
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number, and b: Tides v/as confidered as a bait 


offered to the People for betraying Manlius, the 
remedy, inftead of appeafing the (edition, only 
aggravated and enfiamed it; efpecially wlien 
the abdication of the Diclatorfhip by Coflus had 
rid the People of their fears, fet their tongues 
at liberty, and permitted them to vent their 
complaints freely. 

Tie People Voices were then heard publicly in the midft 
r * of the multitude, reproaching the People with 


* Livy Juppe Us Ur;, that 

the Remans d;J nos ~i;e. r 
heard: ton- a ; :hi; tbr.-.; 

O 


which is contrary to the opini - 
o': ef Van0 and other authors. 


ingratitude 
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ingratitude to their defenders, for whom they at A.R. 3- 
firft expreffed exceeding zeal, and afterwards Ant - 
bafely abandoned them in the time of danger *, 30 ~ 
witnefs Caflius and Madius, whofe fervices they 
had rewarded, by giving them up to the hatred 
of their enemies. That they treated their pro¬ 
testors like victims, who are only fattened to 
have their throats cut. How! faid they, Could 
a perfon of Confular dignity deferve fuch a punijh - 
ment for not anfwering as the Dictator thought fit ? 
Suppofe what he had advanced was falfe , and there¬ 
fore that he could not make a good reply: was ever 
jlavepunifhed with chains andprifo?iS for a lie ? How 
came you not to call to mind that night , which was 
almoft become the eternal night of the Roman name ? 

Why did you not reprefent to yourjelves the Gauls y 
climbing up to the top of the Capitol\ and Manlius 
himfelj , fuch as you faw him with his arms in his 
hands , covered with blood and fiveat , and defend¬ 



ing Jupiter himfelf from the fury of the Barbari¬ 
ans? {a) Do you believe that a few me a fares of 
meal ;?ere a fujftcient reward for the preferver of 
his country ? And him , whom you have almoft pla¬ 
ced amo?igft the Gods , whom you have at leaft 
equalled with Jupiter by the firname of Capitoli¬ 
nas*, can you fuffer that the fame man fhoiddnow 
be laid in chains , thrown into a dungeon , and live 
only in expectation of death from the hands of an 
executioner ? One man then has fujftccd for ■ pre¬ 
fer ving you all ; and all of you together are not 
fujficient to extricate that one out of danger, 


(a) Selibrifne farris gratiam 
lervatori patriar reJatain r &, 
quern prope coeleltem, cog- 
nomine certe Capitolino Jovi 
parem fecerint, eum pati 
vinftum in car cere, in tenc- 

A 


bris obnoxiam carnificis ar- 
bitrio duccre animam? Adeo 
in uno omnibus fatis auxilii 
fuifle : nullam opem in tam 
multis uni efle, Li<v. 

2 Th^ 
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A.R. 372. The mutineers now paffed not only the day, 
Ant c * but even the night round the prifon, and mena- 
^Manlius is cec ^ t0 break down the gates. The Senate chofe 
dijebarged to grant them that of their own accord, 
cut ef pri- which they were upon the point of taking by 
Jon. force, and caufed Manlius to be fet at liberty. 

But by that timorous policy, inftead of appear¬ 
ing the fedition, they only gave it an Head. 

About the fame time the Latines and Herni- 
ci, and the citizens of the colonies of Circeii 
and Velitne, arrived at Rome, to juftify them- 
felves in refpedt to the war with the Volfci, and 
to demand that their prifoners lhould be put in¬ 
to their hands, in order to their being puniflied 
according to their own laws. This was not 
complied with: but the Romans expreffed their 
anger moft fenfibly in rdpect to the inhabitants 
of the two colonies, bccaule being Roman citi¬ 
zens they had formed the criminal defign of 
attacking their country. Not only what they 
demanded in relpect to their prifoners, was re- 
fufed *, but, which was not done in regard to 
the allies, they were given to underhand jo the 
name of the Senate, that they fhould quit the 

city directly, and remove themfeIves from the 
¥ • 

fight of the Roman, people, left the right of 
embafladors, eibbiiihed for Grangers not citi¬ 
zens, fhould not protect their prifons. 

StR. Corn el res Malcgin'znsis III.. 

P. Valerius PornrsII. 

M. Fir it's Camilla's VI, &c. 

lUr.Lus Divifions were renewed more warmly than 
rtsezvs bis evcr t b e beginning of this year. Manlius held 
rr.tn^s. ^^blies night and day in his houfe with the 

principal Plebeians. On one fide the affront 

he 


A.R. 371. 
Ant. C. 
5S1. 
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he had received exceedingly exafperated a fpiritA.R. 3?!. 
little accuftomed to ignominy: on the other, Ant * ^ 
what rendered him more bold and haughty than 38u 
ever, was to fee, that the Diftator had not da¬ 


red to proceed againft him, as Cincinnatus had 
done in refpeft to Madius, and that even the 
whole Senate, not being able to hold out any 
longer againft the difcontent and menaces of the 
people, had feen themfelves reduced to fet him 
at liberty. Inflamed and animated by thefe 
motives, he perfifted continually in infpiring the 
People with the fame fentiments. How long , 
faid he to them, will you be ignorant of your own 
ftrength , of which nature has not thought fit that 

beajts themfelves fhould be ignorant ? Reckon at 
leaft your own number , and that of your adverfa - 
ries : though however , were the number equal , you 
would undoubtedly engage with more valour for your 
liberty , than they to fupport their unjuft fway . As 
many clients as there are of you to one patron , fo 

many will you be to each of your enemies in the ap¬ 
proaching confliB. Shew only the war , and you will 
have peace. Let them fee that you are prepared to 
make a good defence , and they will immediately grant 
you what you demand. You mufl all together either de¬ 
termine to be bold in undertaking , or refolve each in 
particular to fuffer the utmoft injuries. How long will 
you fix your eyes upon me ? I will not be wanting to 
any of you : but do not fuffer me to be made in - 
capable of ferving you. Myfelfi your protector 9 
difappeared y when your enemies thought fit to have 
it fo. IVhat ought I not to fear , fhould they be¬ 
come more bold in refpect to me ? Muft I expect 
the unhappy fate of Caffius and Melius ? You are 
fhocked at the thought: you are in the right , and 
1 hope the gods will avert fuch a misfortune far 
from me. But thofe gods will not defend from 

A a 3 heaven 
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A.R 3 *’i. heaven on my account. They rauft infpire you to 

Ant. C. nmcve Inch dangers from me, as they have me to 

defend you in war a gain ft barb arcus enemies , and 
in peine again]} unjust citizens. Shall your dif- 
putes with the Sena c aka ays terminate in your 
fiibnktihig to the yoke? (a) It is not becatife that 
diipolitic?i is natural to you: it is the habit 
of fijfering them to ride you , which they have 
made their right , and turned into a kind of inhe¬ 
ritance. Accordingly , whence is it that you are 
fo bold and ccuragious againfi the enemy abroad , 
and jo foft and timorous againfi ihofe at home , if 
it be not bicauje you believe yourfelves obliged to 
fight with your whole force for command and do¬ 
minion with the former , and make but feeble at¬ 
tempts againfi the latter in defence of your liberty ? 
And yet , notwubfianding your timidity , and that 
of v ur chiefs , whether through fuperiority of 
firengih cr your good fortune , you have hitherto 
always obtained what you demanded. It is now 
time tc undertake greater things. Try what your 
good fortune will do for yen, Juppcrted by my zeal , 
of which you have already made fujficiently happy 
experience. You will find lefs difficulty in giving 
the Senators a wafer , than if has co/i you to de¬ 
fend yourfelves againfi them , w hi fit they have bed 
power to lord it over yen. Initiators and Confids 
mufii be abclijhd. ij you would have the People 
rrdfe their heads. Unite therefore with me. Pre¬ 
vent d: biers from being profecuted according to the 
rigour cf the laws. 1 declare myfelf the (b) Pa¬ 
tron and Protector of the People; names which my 


(rt) Nec toe natura infi- 
tatn vobis tft; fed ufu pof- 
-fideimrd. 

[b) Ego me patronum 
profited plebis: quod mihi 
cora mea & fide* semen in- 

t 


duit. Vos, fi quo infigni ma- 
gk imperii honorifve nomine 
veltmm appellabitis ducem, 
eo utemini potenriore ad ob- 
tinenda ea qu;c vultis. Liv. 

zeal 
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zeal for your inter efts emboldens me to ajfume . JsA.K. 37 * 
for you, if you are for exalting your chief by any ^ nt * C* 
more fplcndid title , illuftrious dignity , ^ 1 ' 

w/7/ only augment his power for your fupport , 
to obtain for you what you defire. 

Manlius betrayed himfelf by thofe laft words, 
however indirect, and it was eafy to perceive 
that he aimed at the fovercignty. He knew, 
that the name of king was abhorred and detefted 
by the Roman people •, and not daring to ufe 
the word itfelf, which would immediately have 
called to mind the ancient execrations pronoun¬ 
ced in the name of the whole (late, and for all 
fucceeding ages, againfl fuch as ihould prefume 
to afpire to the throne, he vainly endeavoured 
to conceal his defign under trivial circumlocu¬ 
tion. Did he believe that it was the word, and 
not the thing, that the Romans had in horror ? 

Livy confeffes, that he can find nothing con¬ 
cerning the mealures he took for the fuccefs of 
his deiign *, who thofe were, whom he engaged 
to ferve him in fo dangerous an enterprize-, and 
how far it was carried. The confequence gives 
reafon to conjefture, that nothing ever was 
worfe concerted than this project, and that it 
had no foundation but a rafh and frantic ambi- 
tion, which had given him room to hope, that 
the People would blindly follow him headlong, 
wherever he ihould think fit to lead them. 

The Senate however,' alarmed by the fre¬ 
quent affemblies held in the houie of a private 
perfon, and an houie fituated in the citadel, were 
in the greateit perplexity. Moft of them faid, 
that the occafion required a fecond Ahala, who 
inftead of protrading the affair, might termi¬ 
nate it fuddenly by the death of the criminal. 
Recourfe was had to a gentler but no lefs effec¬ 
tual method, in ordering the magiftrates to take 

A a 4 care 
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care that the Commonwealth fujtained no prejudice 
from the form cions defigns of Manlius : by which 
form of words they were inverted with full and 
fupreme authority 5 as we have already obferved 
elfewhcre. 

is In fo delicate a conjuncture, the Tribunes of 
the people, who had joined with the Senate* be- 
caufe they perceived, that the liberty of the pub¬ 
lic and their own power would expire together, 
propofed a very wife method of proceeding, 
though it appeared entirely dangerous at firft. 
They reprefented, 44 That in the prefent difpofi- 
44 tion of the People, Manlius could not be 
“ openly attacked, without interefting them in 
41 his defence. That violent meafures were al- 
44 ways dangerous, and might excite a civil war. 

44 That it was neceffary to feparate the interefts 
44 of Manlius from thofe of the people. That 
44 in order to that, they were determined to cite 
44 him before the Tribunal of the People them- 
44 felves, and to accufe him in form. 35 Nothing , 
added they, is lejs agreeable to a free people than 
a king. As focn as the multitude fees that your aim 
is not againft them , that from protestors they are 
become judges , that their tribunes we the accufers, 
and that a Patrician is accufed> and accufed for 
having afpired at the tyranny , no inter eft will be fo 
dear to them as that of their liberty. 

This counfel was followed, and Manlius was 
cited by the Tribunes before the People. He 
appeared in a mourning habit, but without a 
fingle Senator, relation, friend, or even his own 
brothers along with him, to exprefs concern for 
his fate ; fo much did the love of liberty, and 
the fear of being enflaved, prevail in the hearts 
•of the Romans over all the ties of blood and 
nature ! A Senator, and a perfon of Confular 

dignity, 
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dignity, cited to take his trial, was never known A.r. 371. 
to have been fo univerfally abandoned. When Ant * C* 
Appius Claudius, the Decemvir, was put in pri - 58u 
fon, C. Claudius his declared enemy, and the 
whole family of the Claudii, were feen in the 
habit of fuppliants before the judges, imploring 
mercy for their relation, as criminal and inexcu- 
fable as he was. After the Tribunes had fpoke, 

Manlius replied according to his cultom, by re¬ 
peating his exploits and ferviccs. He exhibited 
glorious proofs of them to the eyes of the peo¬ 
ple, and produced a great number of military 
rewards (1) of different kinds. At the fame time 
he uncovered his breaft, and lliewed the many 
honourable wounds he had received in battle. 

Then extending his arms towards the Capitol, 
which was in view from the affembly, he em- 
plored Jupiter and all the Gods to infpire the 
Roman People in his prefent danger, with the 
fame fentiments as they had infpired him for their 
prefervation when he defended the Capitol*, con¬ 
juring his judges at the fame time, before they 
pafled fentence upon him, to caft their eyes up 
to that facred place, and the immortal gods that 
refided in it. 

The People, touched by fo moving a fight, 
could not refolve to put the rigor of the law in 
execution againft a man, who had fo lately pre- 
ferved the Commonwealth. The fight of the 
Capitol, where he had fought fo bravely a- 
gainft the Gauls, weakened the accufation, and 

attra&ed the compaflion of the multitude. The 

■ 

* 

(1) fhe/e rewards were ed the lives of as many citizens, 
two mural crowns of gold , of whom C. Servilius when 
for having entered firf two general of the horfe was one ; 
cities taken by affault ; eight and thirty fpoils of enemies 
civic crowns, for having fav • killed in jingle combat. 

Tribunes 
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'•(a) Tribunes difcerned aright, that as long as 
the People fhould have an objeft before their 
eyes, that recalled the remembrance of an event 
lb glorious for Manlius, their ears would be 
little open to the grievances alledged againft 
him. They therefore referred the judgment to 
another time, and fummoned the affembly to 
a place, where the Capitol was not in fight. 
/; Their accufations had here all their effect. Pity 
* found no longer accel's to their minds, and a ri¬ 
gorous ientence was paffed, not without ex¬ 
treme compunction even to thofe who pronoun¬ 
ced it. Manlius was condemned to be thrown 
from the top of the Capitol; and (b) the fame 
place, which had been the theatre of his glory, 
became that of his punifhment and infamy. His 
memory was treated with rigor after his death ; 
the family of the Manlii being forbidden to ufe 
th tpranomen of Marcus for the future : (I fhall 
foon explain what the Romans underftood by 
the frxnomen) and a decree paffed that no Pa¬ 
trician from thenceforth fhould inhabit the cita¬ 
del, where his houfe had flood. 

Such was the end of a man who might have 
been the ornament of his country, if he had not 
been born in a- free ftate. We here fee how 
many glorious actions, and excellent qualities, 
the luft of reigning rendered not only fruitlefs, 
but odious and deteftable. Manlius was led 
on to tliis criminal excefs by another paffion 
Hill more horrible, though it appears lefs fo, I 
mean the envy and jealoufy of exalted virtue. 
We have feen that he could not bear the glory 


(a) Apparuit Tribunis, 
nifi oculos quoque hominum 
liberafient ab tanti mcmoria 
decoris, nonquam fore in 
pneoccupusber.eficio animis 

3 


vero crimini locum. Liv. 

(b) Locus idem in uno 
homine & eximias glorias 
monimentum & pcens ulti¬ 
mas fuit. Liv, 
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of Camillus, the luftre of whole reputation mor- A.R. 37 i. 
tified him exceflively. Kot being able to fur-Ant, C. 
pals him by merit, he endeavoured to become 3 8u 
his fuperior by a rank that rendered him his 
mafter, and formed the frantic defign of mak¬ 
ing himfelf king. What a difference is there 
between this black malignity, tortured by the 
advantages of others, and the noble candor of 
Camillus’s collegues, who, by a voluntary iub- 
mifiion, render an homage to his fuperior merit. 


that'does them more honour than Camillus him¬ 
felf? 

The People foon after, when they had no 
longer any thing to fear from Manlius, confi- 
dering him only on the fide of his good quali¬ 
ties, regretted his late. A fudden plague, that 
vifited Rome without any apparent cauie, feem- 
ed to mod people a punifhmcnt from heaven for 
their treatment of him. They faid, that the 
Capitol had been polluted with the blood of its 
deliverer, and that the execution of a citizen, 
who, after having refeued the temples of the 

Gods out of the hands of the Barbarians, had 

been put to death almoft before their eyes, was 
a fpeftacle, that could not but give them great 
offence. The levity and inconftancy of the mul¬ 
titude is vifible here, who fuddenly change dif- 
pofition, and fluctuate continually from one 
extreme to another. 

I come now to explain what the Romans 
meant by the Pr<enomm. 


Observation- a upon the names cf the 

Romans . 

The Greeks had only one name, but the Ro¬ 
mans had fometimes three or four: the Pr^e- 


NOMEN, 
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i. nomen, Nomen, Cognomen, and fometimes 
even the Agnomen. 

The Pr^nomen every particular had: the 
Nomen was the name of the family from which 
a perion defcended *, and the Cognomen was 
peculiar to fome family, or more properly to 
fome branch of that family. 

I. The Prsenomen was, as the word fignifies, 
the name prefixed to that of the family, like 
our Cbrijlian name. 

Some of thefe Pnenomens \ ere expreffedby a 
fingle letter, as A. Aulus, C. Caius, D. Decimus, 
K. Kasfo, L. Lucius, &c. Some with two let¬ 
ters, AP. Appius, CN. Cneus, SP. Spurius, 
Tl. Tiberius. And others with three letters, 
MAM. Mamercus, SER. Servius, SEX. Sextus. 

II. The Nomen was the name of a family 
or houfe, and all its branches. Thus all thofe 
of the houfe faid to defcend from Julus, the fon 
ofiEneas, were called the Julii: thofe of the 
houfe of the Antonies, Antonii, and fo of the 
reft. 


III. The Cognomen, which originally was 
often a kind of nick-name, or on the contrary 
an appellation of honour, diftinguifhed the dif¬ 
ferent branches of the fame houfe, in eadem 
3. 5 c. 29 .genie: as when Livy fays, that the houfe of the 

Potitii was divided into twelve families. For 


Gens and Familia are as the whole and its parts. 
Thofe of the lame race, or of one and the fame 
houfe, were called Gentiles , and thofe of the fame 
branch, or of one and the fame family, Agnati. 
Thus when the Csefars are faid to be of the 


houfe of the Julii 9 the Julii is the general name 
of the houfe, and Gcfar that of a particular 
branch of it. When we exprefs the whole name 

of Casfar the Dictator, C, Julius C<efar: C> that 

is 


i 
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is to fay, Cains, is the praenomen; Julius the a.R. 37 i, 
name of his family, and Cafar, that of the Ant C - 
branch from which the Di&ator defcended. 38l ‘ 
Some add to thefe the Agnomen, which was 
given on fome particular occafion, as Africanus 
to one of the Scipios, and Aftaticus to the o- 
ther, on account of their great exploits in thole 
provinces. The term Cognomen includes alfo 
this laft kind of names. 


SECT. II. 

Different Colonies fettled. War againft the Volfci. 

Camillus is chofen one of the Military ‘Tribunes 
to command the army. His extraordinary mo¬ 
deration in refpett to one of his collegues, wbofc 
fault he retrieves by the defeat of the enemy. 

His ftngular expedition againft the people of Tuf- 
culum. Several wars of little importance. 

L. Valerius IV. A.R.-~z. 

A. Manlius III. Ant. c '. 

S e r. Sulpic i u s III. &c. 3 8 °- 


T H E plague of the preceding year occafion- Uv. 6. 12. 

ed a fcarcity of provifions, and the report 
of thofe two fcourges joined together, induced 
feveral Hates, not well fubje&ed, to revolt. To 
incline the People to take arms willingly, it was 
thought proper to footh them by beneficence. 

Five Commiffioners were appointed for diftn- A . R 
buting the territory of Pomptinus, and threeAnt.C. 
for fettling a colony at Nepete. There was 379. 
no war however this year. tvar with 

the Vvlfci. 

Sp. & L. Pap 1 ri 1, &c. ^' 22 |' z ^. 

The legions marched againft Velitrse, a Ro- r!l!!<'; i ° 
man colony that had revolted. It was fupport-148, 149. 

ed 
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A.R. 37Ved by a ftrong body of troops from Pranefte. 
Ant. t. 'phe Romans gained a victory, 'but did not 

venture to attack Velitne, not believing them- 
felves ftrong enough to take it. 

The Przeneftini having engaged the Volfci to 
join them, took Satricum, a Roman colony, by 
ftorm, after a long and vigorous reiiftance, 
where they exercifed great cruelties. 

M. Fur. ius Camillus, VII. 

L. Fur ius, &c. 


A. 

Ant. L. 




Carr.illus 
is ch:fen 


war 


Camillus 


Mt hi cry 

Tnb 


enemy 


w + w r « ■ ; w #4 a a ^ 

om of th Military Tribunes, who was the ordinary re - 

fource of the commonweaith in great dangers. 
bums. p] e excu f e( ] himfelf on account of his great age, 

Trlirtfion which, he faid, rendered him unable to difcharge 
in rrfpes the duties of-a general of an army. He was 
to one of bis however at that time only fixty-fix or fixty-feven 
coll eg tees : y ears Q \^ Perhaps he apprehended envy, or 

cmnfiTbe i° mc reverie of fortune after lo much glory and 
gain 1 ‘Tuccefs. But his beft excufe was his want of 

health, for he had an illnefs upon him at that 
time. He was upon the point of fwearing in 
full affembly, according to the ufual form for 
foch as excufed themfelves from ferving upon 
account of ficknefs; but the People would not 
hear him, and cried out, that they did not want 
him to fight either on foot or on horfeback; 
and had occafion. only for his head and his 
counfels. He could not refift the ardent defire 
of the whole People, (a) He ftill retained, 
though advanced m years, all the vigoyr and 
vivacity of youth. He had all his fenfes in per- 


[o'* Yegetum iogenium in 
vivido pectore vigebat vire- 
batquc, integrh fenfibus: & 


civiles jam res haud magno 
pere obeuntem bella excita- 

bant. Liv , 


Feclion, 
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feftion, and though he entered little into do-A.R. 374- 
meftic affairs, war rouzed and reftored him to Ant * c - 

himfelf. _ _ 

The manner in which he adted in the war he 


was charged with this year, Ihews evidently, 
that it was with great wifdom the Romans, with¬ 
out regard to the weaknefs and age of a gene¬ 
ral of confummate valour and experience, had 
given him the preference, againft his will, to 
thofe who in the flower of their youth follicited 
the command againft him. 

Camillus was chofen to command the troops 
fent againft the Volfci, who had joined the peo¬ 
ple of Praenefte. It fell by lot to L. Furius to 
be his collegue on this occafion. The latter, 
young and prefumptuous, difpenfed with the 
refpett, which the greateft perfons of the ftate 
had always paid Camillus fince the defeat of the 
Gauls; and thereby gave that great man occa- 
fion of acquiring a new fpecies of glory. 

The two Roman generals fet out together 
againft the Volfci. The enemy had the advan¬ 
tage in number, and for that reafon immediately 
offered battle. The Roman troops, and efpe- 
cially Furius, expreffed no lefs ardor for com¬ 
ing to blows, and had engaged accordingly, if 

not prevented by the wife counfel and oppofi- 
tion of Camillus, who (b) fought by delays Tome 
favourable occafion that might fupply what was 
wanting in refpeft to the number of his troops. 
That conduft augmented the boldnefs of the 
Volfci, who came and infulted the Romans at 
the very gates of their camp. The Roman fol- 
diers were extremely incenfed: but none fo much 
as L. Furius, who, befides the boldnefs and 
haughtinefs of his age and difpofition, was ani- 


.. [b) Qui occafionem juvandarum ratione virum trahendo 
belio qtmebat. Liv, 

mated 
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mated by the confidence which he obferved In 
the multitude, whofe courage the worft founded 
motives is often fufficient to Audi. 

Accordingly, finding the troops already warm, 
he inflamed them ftill more by his difcourfe, and 
endeavoured to depreciate his collegue’s autho¬ 
rity on the only fide by which he could attack it, 
on that of his age. He affedted frequently to 
fay, “ That war was the bufinefs of the young, 
<c and that courage either continued vigorous, 
“ or declined, with the body. That Camillus, 
“ from an active and enterprifing warrior, was 
<c become flow, and fond of delays; and that 
“ the fame general, whofe cuftom it was for- 
merly to take camps and cities as foon as he 
arrived before them, now drooped within the 
“ intrenchments of his own. And this, with 
“ what view ? Wh^t augmentation of his own 
“ forces, or what diminution of the enemy’s, 

Ct does he expedl ? What better occafion, what 
<c more favourable time ? What place does he 
“ imagine he lhall difeover, that may be proper 
“ for laying an ambufeade ? The truth is, there 
Ci is no longer any thing but coldnefs and ice 
<c in the counfels of an old man. Camillus has 
“ lived long enough, and acquired fufficient 
Ci glory. But ought we to fuffer the forces of 
u the commonwealth, that is to be immortal, 
“ to fympathize with one mortal body, and 
“ ficken and languiffi with it . 35 

By thefe difeourfes, which fuited the difpofi- 
rion and defires of the foldiery, he drew upon 
himfelf the confidence of the whole army ; and 
as they demanded to fight on all Tides, he went 
to Camillus. We can no longer reft rain, faid he, 
the ardor cf our troops ; and the enemy , whofe 
courage we have increafed by our delays, infult us 
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in a manner no longer to be endured . You alone k. R. 374# 
Dppojh the defere of us all . Suffer your [elf to be Anc - C. ' 
overcome in 'counfe\ that you may the fooner owr-^' 
come in battle . The ahfwer of Camillus, arid 
the battle which immediately enfued/fhew, that 
age had only augmented his prudence^ without 
in the leaft diminifhing his valour, or fire in 
aftion ; and at the fame time give us an exam¬ 
ple of the rrioft confummate moderation anti- , 
quity ever produced. He contented himfelf 
with reprefentirig to Furius, “ That in all the 
“ wars in which he had commanded alone till 


“ then, neither himfelf nor the Roman People 
l< had repented either his conduft or the fuccefe 
“ of it. But that now he knew he had a col¬ 


a legue, whofe authority was equal to his own, 
u and who excelled him in the Vigour of his 
u years. That in confequence, as to what con- 
u cerned the troops, it had been his cuftom to 
“ command them, and not to be commanded 
“ by them : But that he could hot prevent his 
“ collegiie from ufing his power and right. 
“ That with the help of the Gods he might do 
t€ what he (hould judge moft for the good of 
li the commonwealth. He however made it 


u his requeft, that in regard to his age and 
“ weaknefs, he might be left With the referved 
u troops j where he fhould endeavour not to be 
u wanting in fuch duties as an old man was 
“ capable of difeharging. He concluded with 
(*) praying the Gods, that no misfortune 
u might give reafon to Conclude his counfel the 
M more commendable*” The Gods, fays Li¬ 
vy, were deaf to the prayers of Camillus, 29 


(*) Id a Diisimraortalibus N?c ab liominibus falutarb 
pr<^ari, ne qui cafus fuum fencent-.a, nee ab Diis tam 
coniilium Iauaabiie efficeret. pia preces audita Amt. Liv. 

Vol. II; B b 


men 
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374 . men had been to his falutary advice. He 
iAnt. C. thought it improper to infill any longer on his 
378- own opinion, apprehending, that he might be 

fufpefted of intending, out of envy, to deprive 
his collegue and the young officers that ferved 
under him, of an occafion of acquiring glory, 
and of rendering the commonwealth great 
fervicc. 

Furius fought at the head of the army : Ca¬ 
millus remained with the referved troops, whom 
he ftrengthened as much as poffible for the great¬ 
er fecurity of the camp, arid from the top of 
an eminence was fpectator of a battle fought 
contrary to his advice. On the firft charge, the 
enemy fled, not through fear, but ftratagem. 
Behind the Volfci, between their army and 
camp, there was a fmail eminence with an eafy 
declivity *, and as they had more troops than 
were neceffary, they had left a great body of the 
beft of them in their camp, with orders to make 
a fudden fally, when the enemy Ihould approach 
the entrenchments. The Romans, in purfuing 
the Volfci too warmly, were artfully led on in¬ 
to a difadvantageous place ; and the troops in 
the camp feized that inftant for Tallying upon 
them with impetuofity. Terror and • confufion 
went over to the fide of the viftors. That fud¬ 
den attack, and the declivity of the ground 
from which it was made, obliged them to give 
way, and foon put them into diforder, whilft 
they were pufhed at once.both by the frefti troops 
of the Volfci from the camp, and thofe who at 
firft had made a feint of frying, and now faced 
about on a fudden. It was not now a retreat, but 
a precipitate flight, on the fide of the Romans. 

At this moment, Camillus *caufed himfelf' to 
-be fet on horfeback, and at the head of the re- 
ierved troops, advanced to thofe who were 

•Hying. 



k’ •> 
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flying. 4* this foldtfr^ faid he, tbei>aftIf.ypuA.R. 37 
dtmndftl with fi much ardpr'•? What. Gvd, what Ant *>* 
man, cfk ypft qccuft of it-ft ' Was it pot jour-own^ • •• 

rqfbpefs Jbat t ejtgflge(i yfy in it, andis.it, not ‘now 
abject fear 1 tip at ynakes you abandon 4 fo jhame - 
/ #0# followed another leader ; ww 
follow rCcpmittus , ^ conquer as you yfed 0 do 
when I Jed you. Why \do .you cajl yofi? eyes to¬ 
wards your camp ? None of .you jhall enter there 
except victorious . Shame flopped them at firft* 

Then feeing their general, illuftrious by.fo ma¬ 
ny triumphs^ and venerable for his age, uniting 
his example with .exhortations, and throwing 
himfelf into the hotteft of the prefs* and where 
the danger was greateft* jthey reproached each 
other, and nothing was heard throughout the 

whole army hut chearful cries, and mutual ex¬ 
hortations to march agajnft the enemy* 

I^urms, on his fide*.fpared no pains, to re¬ 
trieve. ; affairs. . His/Collegue fent him.tp the 
horfe* to engage them to fupport the foot in fe 
great a danger, and he was far : from employ¬ 
ing reproaches : his being an accomplice in their 
common fault, had loft him the necef&ry au¬ 
thority for reproving, others. Inftead of com* 
mands, he made ufe only of entreaties. He cbm 
jured them feparately and in general, to (pare 
him the juft reproaches which might be made 
him for the bad fuccefs of that day* for which 
he was folely refponfible, Notwithftanding the 
repeated oppofition of my collegue , faid he, 1 chofe 
rather to be rafts with the multitude , than wife on » 
ly with him . Whatever way be the event of this 
day , Camillas will find his glory in it. But for 
me, the mofl unhappy of mankind , if the fuccefs of 
this . battle be bad , 1 Jhall fhare the mis fortune 
with the reft of the army , but the infamy of it will 

be dL my own . Such moving compiaipts had 

B b 2 their 
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A.R. 5-4 their effeft. The cavalry difmounted, as was 
Ant. C. frequently praftifed among the ancients, flew 

to the aid of the foot, and advanced fiercely 
againft the enemy. That fight revived the cou¬ 
rage of the Roman troops, which now fur- 
mounted all obftacles. The vidtory was com- 
pleat. The Romans made themfelves matters, 
not only of the field of battle, but the enemy’s 
camp. The number of the prifoners was how¬ 
ever greater than that of the (lain. 

Amongft the firft were difeovered fome Tuf- 

culans, who confeffed, that they had aided the 
Volfci by order of the public, and the authori¬ 
ty of their magiftrates. Camillus thought it in¬ 
cumbent on him to impart this news to the Se¬ 
nate in perfon, and fet out for Rome, leaving 
his collegue to command in the camp. Every 
body expefted from one fo exaft and fevere as 

him,-that he would demand juftice for a fault 
which had expofed the commonwealth to fuch 
great danger, befides which his honour was in 
fome meafure concerned in it. It was generally 
agreed both in the army and at Rome, that the 

difgrace of the bad fucccfs m the beginning of 

the battle with the Volfci, was to be aferibed 
folely to Furius, and the glory of the viSory to 
Camillus. The Senate, upon the report of the 
Tufculan prifoners, thought it neceflary to de¬ 
clare war againft Tufculum, and charged Ca- 
roillus with that expedition, permitting him to 
chufe anv one of his collegues that he fhould 

- O 

think fit, to accompany him. Contrary to eve¬ 
ry body’s expectation, he chofe L. Furius *, and 
by that aftion of generofity, at the fame time 
lefifened his collegue’s fhame, and acquired him- 
felf great glory. Even now, after fo many 
ages, we cannot but admire and love a greatnefs 
of foul, that could fo eafily forgive injuries. 

Camillus 
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Camillus appears a greater hero 
tion, than by his vidories. 

The Tufculans oppofed the Roman arms l}*' Iar 
by a method entirely new, that made it im -expedition 
poffible to commit hoftilities againfl them .of Camillus 
When the troops entered their country, the in- ^ 
habitants neither abandoned the places upon 
their march, nor defifled from cultivating their 
lands: a great number of citizens, dreft as in 
times of peace, that is to fay, in robes, came 
out to meet the generals: and provifions in 
abundance were brought from the city and 
country into the camp. Camillus having en¬ 
camped before the gates, which were open, and 
defiring to know, whether the fame tranquilli¬ 
ty prevailed within the walls as he had found 
in the country, he entered, the city. All the 
houfes and Ihops were open, and all the artifi¬ 
cers intent upon their trades: the fchools. re¬ 
founded with the noife of children at their 
books; the ftreets were full of people going 
backwards and forwards upon their occafions; 
without any fign of terror or even amazement, 
and not the leaf! trace of war: every thing was 
entirely tranquil and pacific. 

, Camillus, furprized at fuch a fight, and over¬ 
come by the enemy’s patience, caufed the aflem- 
bly to be fummoned by the magiftrates, Tuf- 
culans^ faid he, you are the only people , who till 
now have found out the true arms and forces ca¬ 
pable of fecuring them againfl the anger of the Ro¬ 
mans., Go to Rome , and apply yourfelves to the 
Senate . They will judge , whether your paft fault 
deferves chaftifement more than your prefent repent¬ 
ance pardon . I jhall not prevent a grace , which 
you ought to hold only from the commonwealths All 
that I can grant you , is the liberty of prefenting 
your demands and making your requefi ; to which . 

B b 3 the 
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tht Senate will have filth regard as it Jhaft'judgd 
proper. ■ * 

When the Tufculans arrived at Rome, and 
the magiftrates of a city, fo faithful'a-little be-: 

fore, were feen in the bigheft affliftian : at the 
door of the Senate, fo moving a fight made a 
vtry ftfong impreffion upon the Romans,, and' 
aud erxc was given them rather as .allies..’than 
enemies. The Dictator cf Tufcuium fpoke in 
thde reruns. The condition in which you now fee 
ns, Fathers, is the fane as that in which we went 
fo meet your generals and army. Ton have decla¬ 
red- war.againft us, you have entered our lands in 
confluence, without our having armed in any other 
manner than we are at this infant. Such has been , 
and fuel always will be , cur behaviourand that . 
of ail the FufcidanSy except when wb receive your 
orders to take arms, and to employ them for your 

fervice^ We ought to return our thanks to your 

generate and troops , for believing their eyes rather 
than their, ears , and for not having aided' as ene¬ 
mies, where they found none to oppofe them , We 
come to demand peace, which we have obferved in 
refpecl^ to you^ and to define that you would tarry 
the war into countries, where it is to be triads. As 
for us, if we are to experience the force of your 
arms, we will experience it without refiftance . 
Such is our rcfolut:on : and may it be as happy to 
us, as it proceeds from hearts fincerely attached to 
your interejh. As to what relates to the accufa- 
ttens which have drawn your refentment upon us, 
though it would be fuperfiuous to deny grievances by 
words that faft s.have fo ftrongly contradicted: how - 
ever, were they true, we believe, after having ex- 
preffed fo evident a repentance of thetfr, that it 
would be fafejifor us even to cenfefs them. Toil 
may fuffer offences to be committed againft you , 
whiff ihofe who commit them think you worthy in 
■ conference 
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confluence of fuch fatisfaction. The TufculansA.R, 374. 
obtained peace for the prefent, and foon after Ant. C. 
the freedom of Rome. 37 8, 

Camillus, after having fignalized his prudence 
and valour in the war with the Volfci, his ex¬ 
traordinary good fortune in the expedition a- 
gainft Tufculum, and his moderation and pati¬ 
ence on both occafions, quitted his office with 
the higheft glory. 

L. & P. Valerii, &c. A.R. 373. 

During the three following years there was Ant - c - 
no event of any great importance. The people ^pj r ]{ cu i ar 
of Prasnefte, taking advantage of the domeftic wars of 
troubles, which began to agitate Rome in re- tittle *»- 
fped to the debts, advanced to the gates of the^T^ 7 "* 
city, after having ravaged the neighbouring 
country. This fudden alarm occafioned a Dic¬ 
tator to be declared, who terminated the war by 
a battle near the river Allia, which was followed 
by the taking of Pranefte, and of eight places 
in its dependance. 

The perpetual enemies of Rome, the Volfci, 
in conjun&ion with the Latines, gave the Com¬ 
monwealth fome alarm, which was of no long 
duration, and had no confequence. 
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SECT. III. 

• ~ • 

Law propcfed by two Tribunes of the People 'con¬ 
cerning the difiributicn of lands , debts , and ad¬ 
mitting Plebeians to the Ccnfulfhip. The dif 
putes are fufpenaed by the arrival of the Gauls , 
who are defeated by Camillas. The fame Ca¬ 
millas is elected Dictator , and terminates the, 
divifions. The Senate ccnfent , that one of the 
Confute fhculd be elected out of the Plebeians . A 
Plebeian Ccnful elected. Two new offices grant¬ 
ed to the Senate , that of Praetor and that of 
Curule AEdile. The plague rages at Rome. 
Death of Carnillus. Ceremony of the Lecti- 
sternium. In fitu lion of the games called 

Ludi Scenici. Nail driven into the temple of 
Jupiter by the Dictator . ' 


A.R. 378- 

Ai:. C. 


L. JEmilu’s, &c- 


A T^OMESTIC divifions ran very high at 
> fr& _ \_) this time, occafioned at firft by the debts.' 
fj jf The poor citizens had contra&ed them long be- 
/•v.j Tn.' fore on account of various misfortunes that had 

happened, and iaftly through the necefiity of 
l \paving a new tax laid on them for erecting the 

C£T7U~7 A * o w 


lands, walls of the city, which the C-enfors caufed to be 
debts, ^‘rebuilt of hewn Hone. The ( a) creditors treat- 
c dnithug ec j ri.eir debtors, who were adjudged to them 

according 10 the. forms, with extreme cruelty, 
ju.ihy. As they were utterly incapable of difeharging 
Liv. 1 6. themlelves, they expiated by punifhment what 
c -;-r*- 4 2 -they could not pay in money. This general 

mifery had difpirited the Plebeians to fuch a 
degree, and even the moll confiderable amongfi; 


(a) Cum jam cx re nihil 
dari poiTet, fama Sc corpore 
judicati atque adai&i fatis 


faciebant, poenaque in vicem 
fidei celferat. Liv. 

them* 
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them, that : none of the latter prefented them-A.R. 378^ 
{elves as candidates for the office of Military Ant * C. 
Tribune, an advantage that had coft them fo 374 » 
much trouble, and fo many conflifts to ob- 
tain. In confequence, no Plebeian had ftiared 
in it at the laft ele&ion, and the Patricians 
feemed to have made themfelves matters of that 
dignity for ever. But a flight occafion foon put 
an end to their joy, and made way, as often 
happens, for a considerable event. 

M. Fabius Ambuftus had two daughters. He 
was a perfon highly confidered not only a- 
mongft the Patricians, of which order he was, 
but even the People, for whom he had not that 
haughty and contemptuous behaviour, which 
the reft of the nobility affefted. He had mar¬ 
ried the eldeft of his daughters to Ser. Sulpicius, 
who was one of the Military Tribunes for this 
year; and the youngeft to C. Licinius Stolo, 

3 very illuftrious perfon, but a Plebeian: and 
this latter alliance, which Fabius had not defpi- 
fed, had augmented his credit amongft the Peo¬ 
ple. One day (a) as the two fitters pafied 

their 


[a) Forte ita incidit, ut 
in Ser. Suipiiii Tiibuni mi- 
1 itum domo forores Fabiae, 
cum inter fe (ut fit) (ermo- 
iiibus tempus tererent, lidor 
Sulpitii, cum is de foro fe 
domum reciperer, forem (ut 
mos til) virga percuteret. 
Cl im ad id ,111005 eju 3 infueta, 
e’xpavilTeC minor Fabia, rifui 
forori fu;t, miraoti ignorare 
id iororem. Ceterum is ri- 
ius ftimulos parvis mobili re¬ 
bus animp muliebri fubdidit. 
Frequentia quoque profe- 
^eytiunvogantiumquenuin 


quid vellet, credo fortuna- 
tum matrimonium ei fororis 
vifum : fuique ipfam, malo 
arbitrio quo a proximis quif- 
que minime anteiri vult,poe- 
nituifle. Confufam earn ex 
recenti morfo aniqii cum pa¬ 
ter forte vidifiet, percunda- 
tus Satin fabva, avertentem 
caufam doloris (quippe hec 
fatis piim ad versus fororem, 
nec admodum in virum bo- 
norificam) elicuit, comiter 
feifeitando, ut fateretur earn 
e(Te caufam doloris, quod 
juntta impari diet, nupta in 

domo. 
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& R- *78. their time together at Sulpicius’s houfe, the 

AnlC. Liclor of that magiftrate, who was returned 

374 - home from the Forum, {truck the door with a 

rod which he carried in his hand, as was the 
cuitom. The younger Fabia, to whom this 
ceremony was entirely new, expreffing feme fear, 
her fifter laughed at her, and was furprized, that 
fee was ignorant of that cuftom. The leaft 
things fometimes make great impreffion upon 
the minds of women. The younger Fabia was 
touched to the quick by her filter’s derifion j and 
it is probable alfo, that the croud of officers, 
who attended the Military Tribune, and came 
to receive his orders, might make her filter’s 
Baarriage appear more confiderable than her 
own*, and, through away of thinking natural 
enough, though vicious, which makes people 
give place even to their neareft relations with 
great reluctance, that fee conceived a drfguft 
for her own condition *, and that mortifying 
c-omparifon fat heavy upon her, and made her 
melancholy. Her father happening to fee her 
in this dejeftion, and alking her how fee did, 
at firlt fee concealed the caufe of a chagrin, 
which argued little affeflion for her filter, and 
confideration for her hulband. But at length, 
between questions and careffes, he got the fecret 
out of her, and made her confefs, that the caufe 
of her grief was her having married below her 
rank, and entered into a family, into which ho- 
nours and authority could have no accefs. Am- 
buftus confoled his daughter, and bade her take 
courage affuring her that fee feould foon fee 

dome** qaam nec honos nec Eofdem propediem domi vi- 
gratia intrare poflet. Confo- furam honores, quos apud for 
Ians inde filiam Ambuftos, rorem videafc Liv. 

bonam an imam habere jdftt. 

•* *•’ " « 

th* 



L. Fapirius, &c. MH. Tribi 

fhe fame honours in' her houfe, as (he had feen A.R.37& 
in her lifter’s. Ant. C. 

From thenceforth, though a Patrician, hede- 374 " 
dared openly againft his own order, and entered 
into meafures wi$h his fon-in law, and L. Sextius, 
a young Plebeian of extraordinary merit, and 
one, who by the confent of the nobility, want¬ 
ed nothing but illuftrious birth to qualify him 
for pretending to the higheft dignities of the 
ftate. The People had the affair of the debts 
extremely at heart, and could expeft no- redrefs 
in refped to them, except their own order had 
a fliare in the fupreme authority of the govern¬ 
ment. They concluded that it was neceffary to» 
apply themfelves ferioufly, and direft their 1 
whole thoughts and endeavours to this end. 

They reprefented to themfelves, that after all the 
points, which the Plebeians had already carried 
againft the Senate at different times, by their in¬ 
flexible conftancy in urging and fupporting their 1 
pretenfions, there was nothing, if they exerted 
themfelves a little, which they might not attain, 
and that it would be eafy to make themfelves 
equal the Patricians in honours, as well as they 
did in merit. The firft ftep they thought pro¬ 
per to take, was to caufe Licinius and Sextius. 
to be elected Tribunes of the People, in order 
t;o open themfelves a way to all the other dig¬ 
nities by the means of that magiftracy. 

• • * 


* L. Papirius. A.R. 379 . 

L. Menenius. Ant. C. 

Ser. Sulpicius, &c. 373* 

C. Licinius and L. Sextius fignalized their 
entrance into the Tribunelhip by propoling fe- 


* Thefe Military Tribunes are not mentioned by Li<vj t but 

nx: find them in Diodorus Siculus . 

'■ * , . ... 
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g.veral laws, all in favour of the People, and con¬ 
trary to the interefts of :he Senate. The firft re¬ 
garded the debts, and tnadled that interefi of 
debts, which had already been paid, fhould be de¬ 
duced from the principal, and that the remainder 
fhould bedifchargea in three years at three equal 
annual payment?. By the fecond, all private per- 
fons whatsoever were prohibited to poffefs more 
than five hundred acres * of land, and it ordain¬ 
ed, that all the land, over and above that quanti¬ 
ty in the pofleffion of individuals, fhould be taken 
from them, and diftributed amon^ft thofe who 
had none. By the third, it was decreed, that 
Military Tribunes fhould be elefted no longer,- 
but that the affembiies fhould proceed as for- 
merJy, to the election of Confuls, of which one 
for the future fhould always be a Plebeian. 
Never had fo great a concern divided the two 
orders of the Commonwealth. It was attacking 
the Senate at once in whatever mankind moft. 
ardently defire, pofleffion of lands, money and 
honours. The whole body of the Patricians 
rofe up againft thefe propofals. The People 
on their fide fupported the Tribunes with ardor. 
The city was in an univerfal tumulc. Difcord 
reigned univerfally : and even families were di¬ 
vided againft themfelves, every one taking fide 
according to their views and interefts. 

The Senators terribly alarmed by a kind of 
confpiracy, fo violent and general, which they 
had fo little expected, held many aflemblies as 
well public as private, and after many and long 
deliberations, they found no other remedy for 
the evil, with which they were threatened, than 
to engage the Tribunes of the People to oppofe 

* The acre (Jagenim) •v.as Quint. 1. I. Inflit. C. Vaj. 
faw hundred- and forty feet 1, i. de Rufh C. 10. 
long, and fixjcore in breadth. 

r the 
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the demand of their collegues. This was a re- A.R. 
fource from which they had already derived Ant 9' 
great advantages, and which proved fuccefsful 373 * 
at this time. When Licinius and Sextius pro- 
pofed the reading of their laws, and began to 
call upon the Tribes to pafs them by their fuf- 
frages, the Tribunes, who had been brought 
over by the Senate, immediately rofe up, and 
declared in form that they oppofed it. The 
two Tribunes renewed the fame attempt in fe- 
veral affemblies, and always with as little fuc- 
cefs. The oppofition of a lingle Tribune, which 
confifted only in one word, Veto, I forbid it y 
I oppofe it , was of fuch force, that, without be¬ 
ing obliged to give his reafons for it, it equally 
put a flop to the refolutions of the Senate, and 
the proceedings of his collegues the Tribunes. 

The Laws were believed to be entirely re- 
jefted. Sextius then faid, addreffmg himlelf to 
the Patricians: Since you are for giving fo much 

weight to the oppofition of the Tribunes , it is well; 
we confent to it , and pall make ufe of the fame 
weapon for the defence of the People , Call then y 
Fathers , affemblies for the election of Military 
T ribunes when you pleafe . I fhall take care that 
you pall not be fo much delighted with the word 
Veto (I oppose) which you now hear with fo 

much pleafure from the mouths of our collegues . 

Their menaces were not without effeft. No 
affemblies were held, except for the ele&ion of 
TEdiles and Tribunes of the People. Licinius 
and Sextius, who were continued in the office 
of Tribunes, fuffered no Curule magiftrates to be 
created. The Commonwealth continued five 
years complete in that fituation, after which 
the Tribunes of the People confented, that 
Military Tribunes ffiould be elected, and troops 
raifed, to aid theTufculans befieged by the in¬ 
habitants 
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AR- J 79 -habitants of Velitrat. The enemy were defeated! 
Ant - c - and the fiege of Tufculum raifed. Velitra was 
373 ‘ afterwards befieged. The next year Military 

Tribunes were alfo ele&ed. 


A.R. 386. M. Fabius, &tc. 


Ant. C. 
366. 


The fiege of Velitrae, where the army Was; 
went on very (lowly. A more important af¬ 
fair engroffed the attention of the public. Sex- 
trus and Licinius, who had been continued in 


the Tribunefhip for the eighth time, had found 
means to caufe Fabius Ambuftus, Licinius’s 


father-in-law, to be elected one of the Military 
Tribunes. Encouraged by fo powerful a 1 up- 
port, and become, by long experience, very 
dexterous in managing the People, they pro- 
mifed themfelves a fpeedy and happy fuccefs of 
their undertaking, and wearied the principal Sena¬ 
tors, in the affemblies, with the warm interrogati¬ 
ons they inceffantly made them. Would you dare 
to demand ,, faid they, wbilfi only two acres of land 
are affigned the People for their whole eftate , that 
you jbauld be. permitted to have more than five hun¬ 
dred \ that each of you jhould alone poffefs aim of 
as much as three hundred citizens together H whilft 
a Plebeian has fearce room enough for a little boufe 
and a grave ? And would you have the people be¬ 
trayed atui crufhed by ufury\ inftead of difcbarg- 
hig themfelves .by paying only the principal of their 
debts , continue to be laid in irons , and given up 
to flavor* and punifhment ♦, that crouds of them 
Jhould every day be adjudged to their mercilefs cre¬ 
ditors \ that the homes of the nobility Jhould be 
filled with prifmers , and that the bmfe of ev.ery 
Patrician Jhould be a private goal ? 

They added, “That the only remedy for fo 
** many evils, was to pafs a law, that for the 
“ future one of the Confuls fhould necefiarily 

“ be 
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« be chofea out of the people, who might bp 
« the agent of their counfels, and.the proteftor 
« of their liberty. That what had happened 
“ in refped to the Military, Trjbuneihip, to 
“ which no Plebeian had been admitted during 
“ more than forty years, though the entrance 
“ had all that time been open to ;them by the 
“ laws, inftruiled them, that the choice of a 
“ Plebeian Conful ought not be left to the free- 
“ dom of fuffrages. That they ought not t9 
“ reckon Kings truly expelled Rome, and their 
“ liberty eftablifhed upon firm, and folid foun- 
“ dations, till the People were in affured pot- 
“ feflion of the Confulfhip; becaufe till then 
“ they would not be in a ftate of perfeft equar 
lity with the Patricians, and divide with 
“ them all that diftinguifhed them hitherto from 
“ the People, command, honours, military 
4< glory, and nobility : advantages, which from 
“ thenceforth they would begin to enjoy them- 

“ felves, and would tranfinit with ftill greater 
“ luftre to their pofterity.” 

When the Tribunes faw, that this kind of dif- 
courfe was favourably received, they propofed 
a new law, which was, that inftead of Duum¬ 
virDecemviri might be appointed for keep¬ 
ing the books of the Sibyls: that is to fay, ten 
priefts inftead of two, of whom half ihould be 
chofen out of the order of the People, and the 
other half out of the Senators. They could 
carry no point this year. Sextius and Lid* 
nius were continued in the Tribuneihip. 

T. Qjjint i u s. 

Ser. Cornelius, &c. 

From the beginning of the year, the difpute 
concerning the laws was urged to the laft extre¬ 
mity. 


A. R. 3 87. 
Ant. C. 
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A.R* 3 8 7-niity. The Senators perceived, that the btib 

Ant. C. Tribunes, authors of the laws, were refolved to 

5 6j. 

go through with them, notwithftanding the op-i 
pofition of their collcgties. Truly alarmed at 
fo tenacious a perfeverance, they had recourse 
to the two laft refuges of the flate, the Di&ator- 
fhip, and Camillus. Camillus appointed L. 
iEmilius general of the horfe. The two Tri¬ 
bunes on their fide armed themfelves with cou* 
rage againft fo terrible an oppofition, and pre¬ 
pared to contend for the People with invincible 
conftancy. The Di&ator, furrounded by a 
troop of Patricians, entered the Forum, and 
feemed to breathe nothing but terror and mena¬ 
ces. The attack began at firft between the Tri- 
bunes-, the one fide propofing, and the other 
prohibiting the laws *, but with this Difference, 
the latter had only the privilege of their office for 
them, whereas every thing favoured the former, 
the nature of the laws themfelves, and the in¬ 
clination of thofe to whom they were propofed. 
The firft tribes called upon to give their fuf- 
ffages, accepted them without hefitation, in the 
ufual form. * Let it be according to jour pro- 
pofal. Camillus then broke filence : Romans , /aid 
be, Jince the licentioufnefs , and not the authority , 
of your Tribunes governs you , and you new abolijh 
the right of oppofition , which you formerly obtain¬ 
ed by ycur retreat to the Jacred mountain , in the 
fame violent manner as you acquired it *, in qua¬ 
lity of Dictator I fcall take upon me the defence of 
it , as well for your inter eft, as that of the Com¬ 
monwealth. If Licinius and Sextius will comply 
with the oppofition of their collegues , I fhall not 
interpofe my authority in your ajfemblies , and fhall 
leave you to proceed in them with entire liberty: 


Uti roga., tear 




[■ *st. 


uti rogas. 


» 


But 
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But if your 'Tribunes prefume to aft here y as in #A.R.387. 
city taken by form , 1 fioall not fuffer the Tribuni - Ant *C. 
tian power to work its own deftruftion. As the* 0 ** . 
Tribunes, with a contemptuous air, purfued 
their point, Camillus ordered his Liftors to 
clear the Forum, and threatened to lift all the 
youth, and to march them immediately out of 
the city. This menace alarmed the multitude 
exceffively, but only enHamed the courage of 
their leader. 

Before. viftory declared for either fide, Ca¬ 
millus abdicated the Diftatorfhip, whether on 
account of his great age, or perhaps remember¬ 
ing his banifhment, he was unwilling to enter 
into new conflicts with a furious people; or 
which feems moft probable to Livy, becaufe he 
had been informed, that there had been fome 

defeft in the manner of taking the aufpices, when 
he was created Diftator. It is lufficiently known 
to what an height of fuperftition the Romans 
carried thefe fcrupulous obfervations. If the 
augur, in his preparatory prayers, pronounced 
one fingle word inftead of another, if he omit¬ 
ted any of the formalities preicribed for this ce¬ 
remony, and the number of them was great; 
it fufficed for declaring void the deliberations 
or elections made in confequence of that aft of re¬ 
ligion. Certain authors however, according to 
Livy, attributed the abdication of Camillus to 
a fine of * five hundred thoufand Ajfes , which * Mom 
the people, on the motion of the Tribunes, laid I2 5 ° ^ 
on him in cafe he exercifed any funftion of his^* 
office. But what feems to refute this manner 
of relating the faft, is his accepting the Diftator- 
fhip again ; and that at a time, when the affair 
of the Conlulfhip was not determined. Befides 
VqL, II. C c which. 
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-(a) which, we fee, that in all the warmeft divl- 
lions which afterwards arofe, the authority of 
the DiCtatorfhip was always refpeCted, and not 
the lead attempt ever made in violation of it. 
However it were, another Dictator was declared 
almoft immediately afterwards: this was P. 
Manlius. 

During this fhort interval fome affemblies of 
the People were held, in which a diverfity of 
intereft and tafte between the People and the 
Tribunes was perfectly manifeft with refpeCt to 
the feveral heads of the law in queftion. The 
latter had properly no other view, than to open 
themfelves a way to the Confulfhip, and pro- 
pofed the diftribution of lands, and the re¬ 
duction of debts firft, only to pafs the iaft arti¬ 
cle by the help of the other two, and to intereft 
the People to that effeCt: it was for this reafon 
they had agreed to tack the three propofals to¬ 
gether. The multitude, on the contrary, who 
paffionately defired the diftribution of lands, and 
relief ih refpeCt to their debts, were next to in¬ 
different about the Confulfhip, which could ne¬ 
ver regard any but the moft powerful of their 
order. Accordingly in the affemblies held on 
that head, the two firft points were received, 
and the third, relating to the Confulfhip of the 
Plebeians, * rejected. The affair would have 
terminated in this manner, if the Tribunes had 

not declared, that they would not feparate the 
three articles in deliberation, and that it was ne- 
ceffary to refolve to pafs them all together. 
The Dictator Manlius leemed to give an ad- 

(a' Quoadufque ad me- * The form ivas, Antiquo ; 

moriam noftram Tribunitiis that is as much as to fay, an- 

ConfDlaribufque certatum tiqua probo, nihil novi Ita- 

viribus eft, Didatura: iemper tui volo. 

* 

altiui Cftigium fait. Liv. 

vantage 
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Vantage to the People, hy appointing a Plebeian A R.387. 

Jiis general of the horfe, of which there had Ant * 

been no example till then. He chofe C. * Li- 3 ^’ 

ciniuSj who had been Military Tribune. The 
* # 

Senators were exceedingly offended on that oc- 
cafion. The affair was not terminated this year. 

When the queftion was. to create Tribunes of 
the People for the enfuing year, Licinius and 
Sextius, diffatisfied with the indifference the 
multitude had expreffed for their perfonal inte- 
reft, in affefting an unwillingnefs to be conti¬ 
nued, acted and fpoke in effect in the molt 
proper manner for making the People grant 
what they mod: ardently defired, though they 
feemed to refiife it. They reprefented, “ That 
u this was the ninth year, they had been in 
u arms againft the Patricians, not without great 
“ danger to their own perfons, but without any 
u advantage to the public. That they every 
“ day faw both the laws they had propofed, and 
“ the whole force of the Tribunitian authori- 
“ ty, lofe ground through the various artifices 
tc of their enemies, and {till more through the 
u foftnefs and indolence of the People. That, 

“■if they would, they might fee in an inftant, 
cc on the-.one fide the city delivered from mer- 
u cilefs creditors, and on the other the lands 
cc taken from thofe who poffeffed them unjuftly. 
u But that luch important fervices well deferved 
u fome acknowledgment for thofe who did 
“ them, and that it did not confift with the 
“ generofity of the Roman people to be a'tten- 
“ tive folely to their own interefts, and to neg- 
“ left thofe of their defenders, by excluding 
u them from honours and dignities. That 

* Plutarch erroneaujly confounds him with C. Licinius Stole, 
fabiut s fon-in-lavj. 


C C 2 


“ therefore 
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A.R.3S7. “ therefore it was proper for them previoufly 
Am. C. « to deliberate amongft themfelves upon the 
365. « choice they fhould think fit to make, and af- 

“ terwards declare their opinion in the affembly 
u for the election of Tribunes. That if they 
“ refolved to accept the three heads of the law 
“ together, they might continue them in the 
“ Tribunelhip : but that otherwife, it was ufe- 
“ lefs to expofe them for no end to the malice 
“ and hatred of the Patricians. 1 ” 

Whilft the reft of the Senators were ftruck 
mute with amazement on hearing a difcourfe fo 
full of boldnefs and arrogance, Appius Claudius 
Crafius, the Decemvir’s grandfon, broke filence, 
not fo much with hopes of fuccefs, as to vent 
the juft indignation which he could no longer 
contain, and exprefied himfelf much to the fol¬ 
lowing effeft. I am not ignoi'ant, Romans , of the 
ufual objection to our family in refpeft to its attach¬ 
ment to the Senate, and its oppofition to the People . 
But I know alfo, that as full of refpeft and gratitude 
for the auguft body which has adopted it as it has al¬ 
ways been , it never wanted zeal for the true inte - 
refts of the People, though it has fometimes been for* 
ced to declare agamft their defires , or rather a- 
gainft the injuftice oftbofewho abufedtheir credulity 
and confidence. And it is to this fad neceffity 1 
am now reduced . Can one , whether a Patrician 
or Plebeian, fee without indignation the defpotic 
power which Sextius and Licinius have exercifed 
ever you for bine years fuccejfively ? Is there any 
thing dearer to you than your libei'ty? And yet 
they have the boldnefs to deprive you of it 9 and to 
declare plainly, that they will not leave you the 
freedom of fuffrage in your affemblies a?td delibera - 
tions. You are not to continue us in the Tribune- 
fhip , fay they, but upon a certain condition *, and 
that mode]} condition is, that you fhall accept our 

lam 
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laws all together, whether they fieafe you or no, A.R, 387. 
whether they appear ufeful to you, or pernicious . ^ nt * 
Could the Tar quins them/elves talk in a more abfo- 
lute jlrain ? Either receive the whole , or I propofe 
nothing. This is not unlike offering a man prejfed 
with hunger bread and poifon, and obliging him ei¬ 
ther to take both together, or neither the one nor 
the other. If fome Patrician, or which is fill 
more odious to fome people, if fome Claudius, fhould 
hold fuch difcourfes to you, would you fuffer it, 

Romans ? And will you always then be more at¬ 
tentive to the perfons who fpeak than things in them - 
Jelves ; would you always be inclined to receive fa¬ 
vourably what your own magiftrates propofe, and 
to rejeft every thing from ours ? For to come to 
the point, does not the article cf the law, which 
you refufe to accept, and your Tribunes infifi upon 
fo ftrongly, tend direftly to deprive you of the free¬ 
dom of your fuffrages ? They are for obliging you 
neceffarily to eleft one of the two Confuls out of the 
Plebeians: In confequence of which, fhould con - 
junctures arife, wherein the good of the fate requi¬ 
red that two Patricians Jhould be created, you 
would not be at liberty to chufe them. If your Sex- 

tins on one fide , and the great Camillas with ano¬ 
ther Patrician on the other, demanded the Conful- 
fhip , you would be obliged, however againfl your 
will, to eleft Sextius, and Camillas would run the 
rifque of being rejefted. l'ou may , if you pie afe, 
chufe two Plebeians Confuls, but not two Patrici¬ 
ans . Is this eftablifhing the p erf eft equality, fo 
much boafted of by your Tribunes, between the two 
orders of the fate ? But , by this new regulation, 
what becomes of the aufpices, upon which all our 
ceremonies, enterprizes, and religion, are founded , 
which are as ancient as Rome itfelf, and have al¬ 
ways been in the hands of the Patricians ? What 
ftgnifies it, fays fomebody, whether the chickens eat t 

C c 3 whether 
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whether they come feoner or later out of their coop # 
tend whether the birds fing or not ? (a ) Thefe are 

petty dfcrvsnces. Agreed they are fo ; but it was 
by not defifing theft petty things, that our anceftors 
railed Rome to its f re font height of greatnefs . As 
for us , we now profane all the ceremonies pf religion , 
as f we had no ctccfion fir the favour and protection 
cf the Gods. Tbtfi, Romans , /&/;/£j that merit 
your fir ions attrition. Whatever reflation you may 
take , / hope the Gods will prof per and render it fir 
tbs good cf the commonwealth. 

Appius’s ipetch had no other effedt than to 
defer the holding of the affembly for paffing the 
law. The Tribunes were re-elecled for the tenth 
time, and confined themlelves to paffing the lav/ 

concerning the Decemviri , or ten keepers of the 
Sibyl’s books. Five of them were ejedled out 
of the Patricians, and the other five out of the 
People. This feemed to them a ftep towards 
attaining the Confulfhip. Contented with this 
victory, they agreed to the eledtion of Military 
Tribunes. 

A.R. 388. A. & M. Cornelii, II. &c. 

Ant. C. 

3 * 4 - ^ The fiege of Velitrae, which had been fpun out 
n t0 ^ ome g ave htde pain, becaufe there. 

fid by tht was no r-afon to doubt its fuccefs. A more juft 
arrival c/alarm fudden.y fpread, and gave the city great 
the Gaul: ^ difquier. Cerain advice came that the Gauls 
ar jt werr advancing by long marches towards Rome, 

d;f<aiedhy / P . . 

C2mlluf t0 avenge the deieat or their countrymen. 

Liv. 1. 6. The tear of a misfortune like the former fuf- 

pended all enmity, and the public good was the. 


C 4 ^ 
lmm T~ # 

? : ul in 

Camili. 

n. 1 'O. 


id) Parra fun: hsc : fed 
parva iiH nor. contemnendo, 
major es noftri maximum 

hsiic iSrc iecerant. Nunc 


nos, tanquam jam nihil pace 
Deorum opus fit, omnes ce- 
remonias, poliuimus. Uv. 

foie 
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foie objeft of great and fmail. "Without 
delay, Camillus,. always confkkred in times of*^’ 
danger as the tutelary genius of Rome, was elect¬ 
ed- Di&ator for the fifth time : he was then al- 
raoft fourfcore years old. Notwithftanding 
which, feeing the neceffity and great danger of 
the commonwealth, he made no excufes as be¬ 
fore, but accepted that office without hefitation, 
and affembled his army. 

As he knew by experience that the principal 
force of the Gauls confifted in their fwords, 
which they ufed after the manner of Barbarians, 
that is to fay, heavily and without addrefs, cut¬ 
ting downright before them, he caufed helmets 
of weil-poiifhed fleet to be given to molt of 
his troops, in order that they might either break 
the fwords of the enemy, or make them only 
glance without effedt: he caufed alfo their buck¬ 
lers to be bound round the edges with borders 
of iron, wood not being ftrong enough to refill 
the blows: and laftly, he taught them to ufe 
long javelins, and by thrufting them under the 
fwords of the Barbarians, to prevent their down¬ 
right blows. 

The Gauls were already upon the banks 
of the river Anio, with an army fo laden 
with booty, that it could fcarce march. Ca¬ 
millus took the field at the head of his troops, 
and encamped upon an hill of a very eafy de¬ 
clivity with many .hollow places upon it, fo that 
the greateft part of his army was not feen, and 
the reft feemed to have retired to the eminences 
through fear. To confirm the enemy ftill more 
in that opinion, he took no care to repulfe them 
when their parties came to forage at the very foot 
of the hill; but kept dole in his camp, which he 
had intrenched with great care. When he faw 
moft of their troops difperfed for forage, and 

Cc 4 thofe 
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A.R. 388* thofe that remained in their camp, full of meat 
Ant. C. an( j w ine, and i'carce in a condition to fight, he 
4 ** detached his light-armed intantry before day to 

infult them, and at day-break made his heavy¬ 
armed troops march down into the plain, where 
he drew them up in order of battle. They were 
very numerous, and fuli of ardour, contrary to 
the expedition of the Barbarians, who believed 
them no great body, and much difeouraged. 

The firft thing that daunted the Gauls, was 
to fee, that the Romans dared attack them with¬ 
out being forced to fight. The light armed 
foot charged them before they could either poft 
themfelves, or draw up in battle, pufhed them 
vigorously, and forced them to fight in their 
diforder. Camillus in the mean time, with the 
main body of the army, attacked them with 
impetuofiry. The Barbarians advanced fiercely 
to meet him with their fwords lifted up. But 
the Romans flopped them with their javelins, 
and as they oppofed their flrokes with bodies 
covered all over with iron, the fwords of the 
Gauls bent and loft their edges. For as their 
temper was foft, and the iron of which they 
were made little hammered, thofe effefts were 
eafy and in a manner neceffary. Befides which' 
their bucklers, pierced through and ftuck with 
the javelins that continued hanging in them, 
were fo heavy when the Romans drew them 
back, that not being able to hold them up any 
longer, they abandoned their own arms in order 
to throw themfelves upon thofe of their enemy, 
and to pull their javelins out of their hands : at 
which time the Romans, feeing them uncover¬ 
ed, employed their fwords with fuccefs. They 
cut the firft ranks to pieces: the reft fled, and 

difperfed themfelves over the plain, without any 

thoughts 
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thoughts of retiring to their camp, which they A.R. 388. 
had taken no care to intrench, fo fure did they^* c * 
believe themfeives of vidlory. The honour of 
a triumph was granted the Didtator. 

This battle is faid to have been fought twenty- 
three years after the taking of Rome, and to 
have been the firft fuccefs that encouraged the 


Romans not to fear the Gauls, who till then had 
been very terrible to them. For they were per- 
fuaded that the firft victories they had gained 
over them, were not the effedt of their valour 
but of fome unforefeen accidents, and efpecially 
of the difeafes, which had weakened the army 
of the Barbarians. Their fear of them was' fo 
great, that in the law which difpenled with the 
going to war of priefts, thofe with the Gauls 
were excepted, (a) Cicero, where he obferves 
that Gaul from the beginnings of the empire, 
had always appeared very formidable to Rome 
in the eyes of the judicious, adds, that it was 
not without the peculiar providence of the Gods, 
nature had fortified Italy with the Alps, as with 
a barrier and intrenchment. For, fays he, if 
that entrance had been open to the multitude of 
fo barbarous a nation as the Gauls, Rome had 
never been the feat and capital of the greateft 
empire of the univerfe. 

This vidtory over the Gauls was the laft mi¬ 
litary exploit of Camiilus: the taking of Veli- 
trx was a mere effedt of this expedition, which 


(a) Nemo fapienter de rep. 
note cogitavit jam inde a 
principio hujus imperii, quin 
Galliam maxime timendam 
huic imperio putaret.— Al- 
pibus Italiam munierat ante 
natura non fine aliquo divino 


numine. Nam fi ille aditus 
immanitati multitudinique 
patuiflet, minquam haec urbs 
fummo imperio domicilium 
ac fedem prasbuiffet. Cic. 
or at, dt Pro-Conf. n* 33 IS 
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A.R. 388. place furrendered without fighting. But he had 
Act. C. a terrible conflict ftil! to luftain at Rome. 

The Tribunes confidered the victory lately 

1 cc Dtcta • . , • r , n 7 . . 7 

torCami!- gained over the enemies or the Irate as nothing, 
lus termi - except themfdves obtained one alfo over thole 

T.aHs the whom they regarded as their domeftic enemies, 

Tbf^Mte t h ac * s t0 H over P atr i c i ans * The Senate, 
complies better to make head againft them, prevailed 
with the upon Camillus not to dived himfelf immediate- 
Feop:e,and\y 0 f the DiCtatorfhip, in hopes that by the help 
cortices j ^j s f U p reme authority he might contend more 

\be&ufttU fuccefsfully with the Tribunes. The Forum 
jbouldhe was the field of battle, where the two Orders of 
eitStdout the State, like armies drawn up on both Tides 
*f thnr un( j er t heir refpective leaders, were upon the 

point of deciding the molt important affair 
that had ever been tranfafted in the affembly of 
the Roman people. The Tribunes, determined 
to conquer or periffi, propofe their law with an 
intrepid and triumphant air, and call upon the 
Tribes to give their fuffrages. Camillus, fur- 
rounded with the whole Senate, oppofes their 
proceedings, and prevents the People from vo¬ 
ting. It was hoped, that Camillus’s perfonal 
authority, and that of his office, would reduce 
the multitude to reafon. But the DiCtatorfhip, 
too often employed, had loft abundance of the 
credit which it had acquired at firft by the An¬ 
gularity of the office, and the fovereign autho¬ 
rity annexed to it. Sextius and Licinius regard¬ 
ed no longer either the laws, or the firft dig¬ 
nity of the commonwealth. An horrible noife 
and tumult arofe throughout the whole Forum 
which feemed to denounce an approaching and 
bloody aCtion. And indeed the affair ieemed 
incapable of terminating otherwife, if the Dicta¬ 
tor had been as warm and violent as the Tri¬ 
bunes. He quitted the Forum, without quit¬ 
ting 
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ting his office however, and taking the Senators A.R. 588. 
with him, went to the Capitol. There, he im- Ant - ex¬ 
plored the Gods to appeaie fo great a diforder , 3 ** 
and to avert the fatal effects of it. He made a 
vow to build a temple to Concord, as foon as 
the troubles fhould be appeafed. 

When the Senate came to deliberate upon the 
occafion, diverfity of opinions occafioned great 
debates•, but at laft the gentleft and wifeft pre¬ 
vailed. This was, to comply with the People, 
and to permit theqi to chufe one of the Confuls 
out of their own body. As loon as the Dictator 
had pronounced that decree in full affembly, it 
gave the People fo much joy, that they were 
reconciled that inftant with the Senate, and ac¬ 
companied Camillus to his houfe with great ac¬ 
clamations and applaufes. The Confulihip had 
been inftituted an hundred and forty-three years 
before this law for admitting the Plebeians into it. 

The next day the Senate and People affem- 
bled, and decreed that to accomplifli Camillus's 
vow, and preferve the remembrance of this 
happy reconciliation, the temple of Concord 
fhould be built in a place in fight of the Forum 
and Comitium: That a day fhould be added to 
the feftival called Fen a Latinx^ which from 
thenceforth fhould continue four days: That 
without lofing a moment’s time facrifices fhould 
be offered in all the temples, and that every 
Roman without exception fhould that day wear 
a wreath of flowers. 

Camillus afterwards held the affembly for the 
election of Confuls, and Marcus Aimilius was 
elected on the fide of the Patricians, and L. 

Sextius on that of the People. 

Thus ended the warmeft and moft violent 

divifions that had hitherto aroi'e between the Se- 

■ ■ ■ 

nate 
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A.R. 388 nate and People. It mud be confeffed, that if 
Aol C. the commonwealth had at that time had a Di- 

ctator as violent, and as obftinately tenacious of 
his purpole as the two Tribunes of the People 
were, it mull have come to blows, to cuttine 

' ' O 

of throats, and extinguifhing divifions in the 
blood of the citizens. 1 he wifdom of the Se¬ 
nate prevented fo fatal an extremity. It is an 
honour to give way in fuch conjunftures. The 
vanquifhed have then glory, and the victorious 
lhame. 

What a pity it was that the Roman people 
were not enlightened by the knowledge of true 
religion ! But in the midft of their darknefs, 
how much do they reproach us 1 When Camil- 
lus fees every thing defperate on the fide of 
men, he has recourle to the Gods, and expects 
every thing from their aid. When tranquillity 
is re-eftabliffied, the firft care of the whole peo¬ 
ple is to run to the temples, to exprefs their 
lively and inftant gratitude to the fame Gods, 

A.R. 389- M. JE m ili us. 

C * L. S ext 1 us. 

Ccr.ful t- This year was remarkable for the Confulfhip 
Uaed out of w hat Livy calls a New-man, which term I 
cfthcfto- fh a ]l prefently explain-, and the inftitution of 

* U ' two new magiftracies, the Pratorlhip and the 

office of Curule /Ediles. 

What the The Romans called him a new-man , novas 
Romans homo , of whofe anceftors none had been in the 
*ndcrjh&d Curule offices, fo called becaufe they gave thofe 
v, New .who exercifed them a right to be carried in 

Men,novi. , . , r • 1 \. rr 

homines. 1V0I 7 chairs, and to lit in them in the allem- 

blies. The defendants of thofe, who had paf- 
fed through thefe charges, were deemed and 
termed Noble, themfelves, their children, and 
all their potency, and formed at Rome what 

was 







M. jffiMittus, L. Sextiits, Confuls. 39j 

was called the Nobility. They had alfo a right A.R.389* 
to Images ; that is to fay, to expofe in the .moft . ■ 
confpicuous part of their houfes the Images or J 
portraits of fuch of their anceftors as had exer- 
cifed thofe offices, and to have them carried in 
certain public ceremonies, as in the funerals of 
their relations. Thefe dignities were the Con- 
fulfhip, the Cenforfhip, the Di&atorfhip; alfo 
the Curule iEdilefhip and Prsetorfhip, of which 
laft we fhall foon fee the inftitution. The divi- 
fion which began between the Patricians and 
Plebeians, fubfifted almoft on. the fame foot 
between the noble and thofe who were not fo, 
breaking out more or lefs according to the dif¬ 
ference of times and occafions. 

What I have juft faid helps us to underftand 
what I have repeated in the harangue of Sextius 
and Licinius, that the Confulfhip was the only 
thing that was wanting to make the People equal 
the Patricians j that it would (a) put them into 
poffeffion of all that diftinguifhed the latter; 
and give them command, honours, military 
glory, and nobility, in common with the Sena¬ 
tors. The People therefore became Noble by 
the Confullhip, and all the other Curule offices, 
but noble Plebeians, diftinguifhed from the Pa¬ 
tricians, though generally united with them in 
refped: to intereft and manner of thinking. 

L, Sextius was the firft Plebeian elefted Con- T ™ 0 mitH 
ful. He might boaft with more reafon than 0 $ ce5 , 
(b) Cicero did afterwards, of having at length, fbTstnatr, 

the Pra- 

(aj Quippe ex ilia die in vallo dauftra ifta nobilitatis torjhip.and 
Plebem ventura omnia, qui- refregiflem ut aditus Con- the Curule 
bus Patricii excel lam; impe- lulatum poithac—non magis Mdilejhip . 
rium atque honorem, gloriam nobilitati quam virtud pate- 
belli, Genus, No^ilita- ret; non arbitrabar, &c. Pr$ 
tem. Murau.n.ij. 

{h) Cam ego onto inter- 


afeer 
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A.R. 389. after many confiifts, forced the barriers which 

Ant. C. the nobility had till then laid in the way of the 

3 6 3 - Plebeians, and of having rendered the Confulfhip 

no lefs acceffible to merit than birth. The Peo¬ 
ple, in gratitude for an advantage fo honourable 
to their order, granted the Senate (1) permifilon 
to create a new magiftrate to adminifter juftice 
in the city, who was called Prater. This was a 
part of the ConiuPs functions difmembered ; 
avocations abroad often not permitting him to 
difeharge that important part of his office. 

The Senate alfo acquired a fecond magiftracy 
this fame year : this was the Curule JEdilefhip. 
There were already two fEdiles elefted out of 
the People, of whom we have fpoken at the 
time of their inftitution. The latter refufmg to 
aft in making preparation for celebrating the 
great games which Camillus had vowed, certain 
young Patricians took that care upon themfelves 
with joy, and the Senate laid hold of that oc- 
canon for eftabliffiing a new dignity peculiar to 
their own order, which afterwards became very 
corrfiderable. I fhall have occafion to explain 
the funftions of thefe two new offices •, thofe of 
the Pnetorfhip at the end of this volume, and 
of the iEdilefhip in the beginning of the next, 
Spurius Furius, the fon of Camillus, was ap¬ 
pointed Prstor; and Cn. Quintius Capitolinus 
with P. Cornelius Scipio, JEdiies. The Peo¬ 
ple, not to give place to the Senate, created a 
Plebeian Prsetor in procefs of time, and the 
iEdifefhip became common alfo to both orders, 


(i) Others fay, that the Se~ tion of a Prjbtor, to dif- 

nate would not confirm the charge the civil fund ion of 

eledion of Scxtius , til! the Conjul, and always to heeled- 
Did at or Camillus , by way of ed out of the Patrician 
expedient, prop of cd the ere a- 
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L. Genucius. A.R. $go. 

Q. Servilius. C* 

362.' 

The three following years were hardly remark- 
able for any thing except the plague, which car -rape at 
ried off a great number of citizens, feveral ma- %<””*- 
giflrates, and, which moft affedted the common- 
wealth, the great Camillus, whofe death, though 
it happened at a very advanced age, was ftill,c. 28c 
with refpedl to the wiflies of all Rome, in fome 
meafure immature, fo highly was he efteemed 
and revered. ( a ) He was truly Angular and fu- 
per-eminent in every different condition of his 
fortune. The principal citizen of the common¬ 
wealth both in war and peace before his banifh- 
ment; and ftill more illuftrious during it, both 

from the ardor with which Rome,, taken by the 
Gauls, recalled him to her aid, and his good 
fortune of being re-inflated in his country only 
to re inflate his country itfelf in her former con¬ 
dition. Always equal to himfelf, he afterwards 
fuflained the luftre of his exalted reputation, 
during the twenty-five years he furvived, and 
was judged worthy of being confidered after 
Romulus, as the fecond founder of Rome. 

The plague continuing at Rome, to appeafe 
the Gods, recourfe was had to the ceremony 
called Lectifternium , which had been employed Lecti- 
but * twice hitherto, and confifted in preparing stern*. 

UM. 


(a) Fuitenim verevir uni- 
cus in omni fortuna: prin- 
ceps pace belloque, priuf- 
quam exulatum iret: clarior 
in exilio, vel defiderio civi* 
tatis, qus capta abfentis im- 
ploravit opem; vel felicitate, 
qua reftitutus in patriam fe- 
ciim patriam ipfam reftituit. 
Par deinde per quinque & 


vigintiannos (tot enim pollea 
vixit) titulotantse gloria fuit, 
dignufque habitus, quem fe- 
cundum a Romulo condito- 
rem urbis Romans ferrent. 
Li<v. 

* Livy does not mention the 
fecond time tide ceremony a vas 
vftd . 


beds 



'398 


GenuciuS, Ser^ilius, Confab; 


A.R. 390. beds in the temples of the Gods, in order for 
Ant. offering fecrifices and celebrating feafts there in 

honour of them. We have fpokea of this fo- 
lemnity above. 

InJHttttion As the plague did not ceafe, the games called 
*f the Ludi Scemci were inftituted in honour of the 
S^Ladi ^ ame Gods, that is to fay, theatrical reprefenta- 
Sceniri. tions, a new kind of diverfion to a warlike peo¬ 
ple, who till then had no other games nor (hews 
except thofe of the Circus. Thefe theatrical 
games, which at their beginning were of a grofs 
and ruftic fimplicity, have been carried in our 
times, fays Livy, to fuch an excefs and madnefs 
of expence, as the revenues of the moft opulent 
princes would fcarce fuffice to defray. The 
reader may confult what has been faid upon 
thefe games in the Vth volume of the Ancient 
Hiftory, and I lhall have occafion to fpeak of 
them again in the fequel. 

All thefe methods procuring no abatement of 
be temple evil that grievoufly diftreffed the city, and peo- 
rf Jupiter pie’s minds being more tormented by the fuper*^ 
by the D/-ftitious enquiry after remedies, than their bodies 
aaicr. were difeafe, fomebody remembered an 

ancient very odd ceremony, for which it is hard 
to give any reafon. It confided in driving a 
nail into a temple: clavum jiger-c . TheVolfi- 
nians, a people of Etruria, were faid to have 
ufed it of old, for making the number of years, 
and that it paffed from them to Rome: this 
nail was called clavis annalis . According to the 
law, this nail was to be driven upon the ides of 
September, that is to fay the 13th, by the prin¬ 
cipal magiftrate of the commonwealth. On the 
occafion of the plague, which differs from that 
I have juft related, a Dictator was exprefsly no¬ 
minated : this was L. Manlius Imperiofus, who 
chofe L. Pinarius for his general of the horfe. 

He 


Nail dri¬ 
ven into 
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He affixed the nail in the right fide of the tem¬ 
ple of Jupiter. The difeafe undoubtedly coUld 
not hold out againft fo efficacious a remedy. 
The fame ceremony was again employed about 
thirty years after, that ’is to fay, by way of re¬ 
medy againft a ftrange alienation of mind, 
which was confidered as the caufe of the multi¬ 
plication of crimes in the city. 


m 

A.R.360* 

Ant. C. 
392: 

L'V. 1 . 8 . 
c. 18. 


Brief defcriplion of the functions of the Pr^torsy 
and of the manner of adminiftring jujlice at 
Rome . 


I T (a) has with reafon been faid, that the 

MAGISTRATE IS A SPEAKING LAW, 
AND THE LAW A MUTE MAGISTRATE. 

And indeed laws, however excellent they may 
be, not being capable of themfelves to apply 
their decifions to particular cafes, arid ftill left 
to make themfelves refpefted, would remain 
without force and effieft, if they did not borrow 
a voice to ferve them as an interpreter to ex¬ 
plain their will, and an authority to enforce obe¬ 
dience to them. Thefe they have from the magi- 
ftrate, who properly fpeaking is the minifter of 
the law. The People, or the Prince, in a word, 
the State arm him with a foVereign power, of 
which God himfelf is the fource and principle, 
and confides to his care, the fortunes, reputa¬ 
tions, and even lives of his citizens (£), to dift 


(a) Vere dici potefl, ma- 
giftratum efie loquentem le¬ 
gem, legem autem mutum 
magiftratum. Cic. de leg* t. 
3. r. 2, 

(£) Ubi eft fapientia judi- 
cis ? In hoc, uc non foium 

VOL.U. 


quid poflit, fed etiam quid 
debeat, ponderet; nec quan¬ 
tum permifTum meminerit 
tbium, fed & quatenus com- 
miftum fit. Cic, pro Rab . 
Poft . n. 12. 
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pofe of them, not according to his pleafure, but 
the fpirit and intent of the laws. 

Amongft the Romans, the magiftrate pecu¬ 
liarly charged with the keeping, maintenance, 
and execution of the laws, and the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, was called the Prator . 

In the origin, and according to the force of 
the word, the name Praetor fignifies commander. 

It was given at firft to the Confuls, and in an 
Prjetor ancient law cited by Livy, we find the term 
oui pr Grand Prator, Maximus Prator, to exprefs the 
iv \ m 3 ' perfon inverted with the firft office of the ftate. 
Id.^L 7. This was afterwards determined to fignify a ma- 
c. 13. giftrate, whofe functions were a part difmem- 

bered from thofe of the Conful. 

£s the Confulfhip included the civil and mi¬ 
litary authority, the Prsetorfhip alfo united thofe 
two powers in itfelf, though at firft it may ap¬ 
pear to have been inftituted principally for ad- 
miniftring juftice. It is in this latter view, that 
I fhall confider it in this place. For as to mili¬ 
tary authority, it differed only from the Con¬ 
fulfhip in the Praetor’s being inferior and fubor- 
dinate to the Conful, and receiving his orders, 
when both happened to be in the fame army. 

The adminiftration of juftice was at firft con¬ 
fided to the Confuls. But as they had too great 
a multiplicity of affairs upon their hands, and 
wars often obliged them to be abfent from the 
city, the Patricians prevailed, when the Plebei¬ 
ans were admitted to the Confulfhip, to have 
this part of the Confular power confided to a 
particular magiftrate, to be elected out of their 
order with the name of Praetor. This new of¬ 
fice commenced the 389th year of Rome. An 
hundred and twenty years after, that is to fay, 
the 510th year of Rome, as the number of its 
inhabitants was much increafed, and abundance 

of 
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of ftrangers refiding there, which multiplied af¬ 
fairs, a new Prastor was created. Of thofe twoFiv. Epit» 
magiftrates, the one adjudged the differences 19 * 
which arofe between the citizens, and was cal¬ 
led Praetor urbanus : the other, caufes between 
the citizens and ftrangers, and was called P'<e f or 
peregrinus, The circumftances in which the fe- 
cond Praetor was created, give reafon to think, 
that the defign alio was to give the Conful 
charged with the war againft the Carthaginians 
an affiftant. And accordingly that fecond Prae¬ 
tor, the firft year hiftory mentions him, ac¬ 
companied the Conful Lutatius to the war, and 
had even a great fhare in the famous vidtory 
near the iflands ifigates. 

Some few years after the inftitution of the 
Praetor peregrinus , as the two magiftrates, whofe 
province it was to adminifter, were (till not 
enough for trying all the caufes, the People, 
on the motion of the iEbutii, two of their Tri¬ 
bunes, inftituteda new tribunal of Judges. Five 
were chofen out of each of the Tribes, of which 
the number was then twenty-five, fo that they 
made in all an hundred and five : but to exprefa 
them in a rounder and more eafy manner, they 
were called Centumviri * and they retained that 
name afterwards, even when their number rofe 
to an hundred and fourfeore. The Praetor at 
firft referred only the mod common affairs to 
them: but long after, and principally under the 
Emperors, the molt important caufes were tried 
at their tribunal, (a) Quintilian tells us, that 
in his time the Centumviri , efteemingthemfelves 

(a) Jam quibufdam in ju- nique fe, nifi in diamdo eti- 
diciis, maximeque capital!- am c iligentia appareat, cre- 
bus, Sc apad Centumviros, dune; nec doceri tantum fed 
ipfi judices exigunt folicitas etiamdeleftarivolunc.i£a/>i- 
&aceurausa£Hones,contem- til. 1 . 4 c.i. 

D d 2 confiderable 
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confiderable judges, expe&ed that the pleadings 

before them Ihould be very elaborate, without 
which they believed thcmfelves treated with 
contempt. 

Prsetors werealfo appointed for adminiftering 
juftice in the provinces, in whom the whole au¬ 
thority of the government vefted. Their num¬ 
ber augmented in proportion to the new con- 
qucfts made by the Roman people. Sicily and 
Sardinia falling into their hands, two new Prae¬ 
tors were created to govern them the 525th year 
of Rome. Two more were created for the two 
Spains, after they were conquered. L. Corne¬ 
lius Sylla the Di&a r or added four to the num¬ 
ber, according to Pighius. 

Whilft Rome had only one Praetor, the Pa¬ 
tricians always retained that dignity: the Tri¬ 
bunes would have been afhamed to demand, 
that the Senate Ihould be entirely divefted of it. 
But when their number was augmented, their 
ambition awakened, and did not let them con¬ 
tinue tranquil. Nothing was wanting to com- 
pleat the vidory over the Patricians except 
carrying this place from them. After many 
conflicts, they had made themfelves matters of 
the Curule TEdilefhip, the Confulfhip, the Dic- 
tatorfliip, and the Cenforfhip. The Senate, 
weakened and dif’couraged by fo many Ioffes, 
Liv. I. B. was no longer capable of oppoling their enter- 
c -prizes. It was neceffary to give way, and to 

admit the Pleb ians alfo to the Prsetorffiip. 
This charge happened in the 418th year of 
Rome. 

The Praetors, as well as the Confuls, exerci- 
ied their office one year. They were elected 
by the People in the affemblies called Comiiia 
Cnuuriata. Lots determined their provinces. 
They had almoft all the lame enfigns of honour 

as 
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as the Confuls; the robe bordered with purple, 
the Curule chair, the Liftors and fa fees (#), two 
in the city, and (b) fix in the provinces. 

The Prsetor of the city, during the abfence 
of the Confuls, fupplied their place, prefided in 
the Senate, and in all public affairs, and had 
abundance of other prerogatives above their col- 
legues. 

The principal fun&ion of the Praetors was 
the adminiftration of juftice. They did not try 
caufes and pafs fentence themfelves, at leaft 
commonly, but they prefided at trials, and in 
all things relating to judicature. 

A certain number of citizens were chofen 
every year to exercife their judiciary fun&ions 
in conjunftion with them. They were ele&ed, 
at different times, out of different bodies of the 
State. 

At firft none but Senators were chofen judges, 
and certainly they could not be elefted out of 
a more auguft and venerable body than the Se¬ 
nate was at that time. The judges were of the 
order of Senators, but it was not the Senate that 
paffed judgment. The deliberations of that 
auguft body were confined to the affairs of 

State. 

They continued in the foie poffcflion of the 
judicature from the foundation of Rome till the 
paffing of the law Sempronia by C. Sempronius 
Gracchus in the 630th year of Rome. ThatAppiandc 
Tribune of the People, refolving to ruin the ,cU - C1V * 
authority of the Senate, to whom he was a de-* 5, ^ 2 ’ 
dared enemy, undertook to deprive them of the 
adminiftration of juftice, upon pretence of the 


[a) Anteibant Liftores— 
ut hie Prsetoribus anteeunt, 
cum fofeibus duobut. Cic . z. 
iti Ruii. n, 92. 

P d 3 


(b- Sex Li&ores circum- 
fillunt valenufiimi, <rr, 

7. 151. 


crying 
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crying injuftice committed by fome -Senators, 
who had luffered themfclves to be corrupted by 
bribes, and had acquitted criminals notorioufly 
conv:6led of having ruined feveral provinces 
by horrible exactions. Gracchus found no dif¬ 
ficulty in fucceeding in his defign, and trans¬ 
ferred the adminiftration of juftice from the or¬ 
der of Senators to that of the Knights, which 
was a kind of middle order between the Patrri 
dans and Plebeians. Thefe judges were in num¬ 
ber three hundred, as the Senators had been 
whom they fucceeded. 

From the law Semproma to the death of Cse- 
far and the times that fuccceded it, there had 
been many variations in refpedt to the choice of 
judges. The Knights did not long engrofs the 
foie adminiftration of juftice. They were fome- 
times obliged to divide it, and fometimes ex¬ 
cluded from it. Pompey added a third order 
of judges : thefe were the Tribunes, or keepers 
of the treafury, Tribuni ararii. Caefar at length 
affociated the Centurions with them, and Anto¬ 
ny carried things to fuch an excefs, as to give 
even private foldiers admittance to this office. 
Juftice was beft adminiftered, when the two 
orders of Senators and Knights were affociated 
as Judges. 

It is remarkable, that in all times when dif- 
order and licentioufnefs were not exeeflive, pe¬ 
culiar attention was had, not only to the merit 
and probity, but the eftate and fortune of the 
judges; no doubt with the view of fparing them 
the temptation of being corrupted by prefents, 
to which they might have been expofed, if their 
domeftic affairs were in a bad condition. 

The Prastor chofe the judges yearly out of 
the Order, and to the number directed either by 
|he law or cuftom a&ually in force, The lift 
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on which the names of the judges who were to 
aft for one year were fet down, was called De¬ 
curia . The Prsetor afterwards diftributed them 
into claffes, according to different matters, and 
kinds of trial, which were alfo expreffed in the 
law. This divifion was determined by lot. 

There were two kinds of trials. The one re¬ 
lated to civil affairs, the caufes of private per- 
fons, Judicia privata: the others had a direft* 
or indireft relation to the interefts of the pub- 
lie, Judicia publica . The Prgetors at firft took 
cognizance only of private affairs: The people 
referved others to themfelves. They appointed 
commiffioners to prefide in this kind of caufes, 
who were called §>uafitores, Quaftores: in which 
the magiftrate himfelf brought thefe affairs be¬ 
fore the People. Private caufes were very fel- 
dom brought before them. 

The * magiftrates ufually, for they only had 
that right, cited perfons accufed of different 
crimes that had always fame relation, direft or 
indireft, to the State, before the tribunal of the 
People. The great Camillus, tho’ innocent, was 
fummoned before it by the Tribunes, as having 
appropriated part of the fpoils of Veii to his 
own advantage. 

The proper objeft of this Tribunal of the 
People was what was called crimen perduellioniSy 
a crime againft the State : which included what- 
foever infringed the public liberty, and proceed¬ 
ed from a fpirit of enmity to the State. Per - 
duellis was an old word, that fignified boJlis> 
enemy. Some authors confound this crime with 
that called crimen majefiatis . 

* I include the 'tribunes of Plutarch, they <wert not ma+ 
the People in this term , tbo' gif rates, 
properly J'peaking, according to 
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The ufual puni foments inflidted were fines, 
banifoment and death. With whatever warmth 
the Roman People perfecutcd a citizen, who 
was become odious to them, for having oppo- 
fed their fuppofed intereft with too much vU 
gour, they were very moderate in their con¬ 
demnations, which fcldom exceeded a fine. 

The word ban:foment was not exprefsly ufed 
either in their laws or trials. The perfon con¬ 
demned was only prohibited the ufe of fire and 
water, which neceflarily implied banifoment. 
The People fuffered the accufed to prevent judg¬ 
ment, even when it extended to death, and 
to exempt himfelf from it, by retiring in¬ 
to voluntary banilhment. This made (a) 
Cicero fay, that exile v/as not punifhment, 
but a port, an afylum, where the accufed found 
fecurity againft punilhment. The cafes how¬ 
ever are to be excepted from this indulgence,. 
whereby the public liberty was endangered : for 
then they four their eyes to all other objefts, 
and gave intirely into juft feverity, as in the 
affair of Manlius, and others -of the like na¬ 
ture. 

Liv. 1. 5. It appears from Livy, that a Roman citizen 
15, and W as n ot imprifoned, till he had been firft heard 
5 °* and condemned. 

Criminals were put to death either by cutting 
off their heads with the axes carried by the Lie- 
tors •, crucifixion, which was che punifhment of 
flavesi ftrangling*, or being thrown from the 
Tarpeian rock. In the two firft cafes the pri- 

(a) Exilium non foppli- fugiunt quafi ad aram in exi- 

eium eft, led ptrfugium por- lium--Itaque null t in le- 

to qoe fupplicii. Nam qui ge noftra reperietur, ut apud 
volunt ptrnam aliqQam fub- csteras civitates male/icium 
terfugere, aut calamiiatem, ullum exilio effe muiratum. 
eQ fplum vertnoj—— & con- Pro C&cin. n. jgo. 

foner 
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fpncr was always fcourged with rods before exe¬ 
cution. The fcourgingand crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ, which had been dearly foretold in the 
fcriptures, could not have happened, if he had 
not been tried by the Roman magiftrate. For 
the law of Mofes did not inflift tnofe two pu- 
nifhmentsupon the Ifraelites. 

As to thofe condemned to be ftrangled, they Val. Max. 
were executed within the prifon. Officers, cal- 1 - 5 - 4 * 
led Triumviri , had the general direftion of the 
prifons, and took care, that every thing pafled 
in them with due order. Valerius Maximus re¬ 
lates a very fwgular fad upon this fubjed. A 
woman of ingenuous birth had been condemned 
to be ftrangled, probably either for adultery or 
poifoning. The Prastor delivered her up to the 
Triumvir, who caufed her to be carried to pri¬ 
fon, in order to her being put to death. The 
goaler, who was ordered to execute her, took 
companion upon her, and could not refolve to 
put her to death. He chofe therefore to let her 
die of hunger. Befides which ; he fuffered her 
daughter to fee her in prifon-, taking care how¬ 
ever, that fhe brought her nothing to eat. As 
this continued many days, he was furprized 
that the prifoner lived fo long without eating, 
and fufpeding the daughter, upon watching her, 
he difcovered that fhe nourithed her mother with 
her own milk. Amazed at fo pious and at the 
fame time fo ingenious an invention, he told 
the faft to the Triumvir, and the Triumvir to 
the Prsetor, who believed the thing merited re- 
f lating in the affembiy of the People. The cri-Plin. Hift. 
minal was pardoned : a decree was paffed that 1 - 7 * 3 ^« 
the mother and daughter fhould be fubfifted for 
the reft of their lives at the expence of the pub¬ 
lic, and that a temple facred to piety fhould be 
£refted near the prifon. 


J 
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I Ihould afk pardon for the length of this nar¬ 
ration ; but the Angularity of the fadt drew me 
into it almoft againft my will. 

In the early times of Rome, juftice was ad- 
miniftered there much in the manner I have re¬ 
lated hitherto: for I have omitted many cir- 
cumftances. Things fubfifted in this condition 
a confiderable length of time. The two Prx- 
tors, who remained in the city, prefided at trials 
of private and civil affairs, the one between the 
citizens, as they expreffed themfelves; the o- 
ther between the citizens and ftrangers. The 
four afterwards added for the provinces, as foon 
as they were nominated by the People, fet out 
each for that which had fallen to him by lot. 

A change happened in the manner of admi- 
niftring juftice in criminal affairs, when what 
was called perpetual quejlions or enquiries into 
crimes , quafiiones perpetu <*?, were inftituted. The 
date of them is not certain. They were fo cal¬ 
led, becaufe the law preferibed the principles, 
which were regularly and invariably to be fol¬ 
lowed in trying certain matters of a public na¬ 
ture therein expreffed, whereas before, when 
any of thofe matters was brought to a trial, a 
new law was neceffary for preferibing the form, 
and fixing the principles, to be obferved in it. 
The two Prsetors for the city continued to ex- 
ercife their jurifdi&ion there as before. The 
four others no longer fet out for their provinces 
immediately after their election as formerly, but 
continued an whole year in Rome, where they 
exercifed their jurifdi&ion in refpeft to public 
affairs, which were at firft reduced to four heads, 
or crimes: Repetundarum, opprefiive exaftions: 
Ambitus , making corrupt intereft for offices: 
Majejlatis , treafon: Peculates, embezzling the 
public money. RepttuncLe was robbing private 
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perfons •, and Peculatus the public. The fix 
Praetors drew lots for thefe different functions, 
as well civil as criminal. After the four laft ; 
had exercifed them during an year at Rome, 
they went to^ their rcfpeCtive provinces, which 
alfo fell to them by lot, and governed there as 
fovereigns, uniting the military command with 
the adminiftration of juftice during a fecond year 
under the title of Proprietors. 

The number of perpetual queftions , that is to 
fay, caufes relating to the interefts of the public, 
multiplying, the number of PrsetoFS was alfo 
augmented, and Sylla added two or four to the 
fix, who had been indicated before. 

After what has been laid upon the choice of 
judges, and the diverfity of trials, it is time for 
the Praetor to exercife his office. 

As foon as he entered upon it, he declared by 
a public edict, which was called edictum perpe - 
(mm , upon what principles of Right caufes were 
to be tried during the year of his Prsecorfhip, 
This was inftituted the 686th year of Rome, 
in the Confulfhip of Calpurnius Pifo and Aci- 
lius Glabrio, by the law Cornelia , to obviate 
the inconvenience of arbitrary decifions, where¬ 
in the Praetor and judges obferved no other rules 
than their prejudices or paflions. 

By this law it was ordained, that the Praetor 
fhould be obliged to difpenfe juftice according 
to the edict, which he fhould publifh on enter¬ 
ing upon office. In this fenfe it was called per¬ 
petual: for it did not extend to his fuccefTors. 
It did not acquire the name of perpetual Edict y 
till Adrian's time, who caufed a collection of 
the principal edicts to be made by Julian the. 
great civilian, which he confirmed, and gave 
the title of perpetual ediCfc. 


4°9 


The 



4io 


Functions of the Prjetor. 

The [a) place for difpenfing juftice was not 
fixed, and depended on the Prsetor : wherever 
the Praetor held his fittings, it was called Jus, 
He held them moft commonly in the Forum. 
The Curule chair on which he fat was placed a- 
bove the judges, who fat on benches under him. 
The ( b) place where the Praetor and judges heard 
caufes, was called the Prstor’s Tribunal. 

Juftice was alfo difpenfed in other places-. 
In Rome there were great and magnificent halls 

called Bafilic<e , furrounded with piazzas, where 
the judges affembled. Quintilian fpeaks of the 
{c) Btfdica Julia , where four different tribunals 
were held at the fame time, and obferves that 
an advocate, named Trachalus, had fo ftrong 
a voice, that pleading at one of thofe tribunals, 
he made himfelf not only be heard but praifed 
and admired at the three others. He fpeaks 
alfo of a famous profeffor of rhetoric, who ( d) 
being to plead his fir ft caufe before the Prgetor 
at a Tribunal in the open air, was much con¬ 
founded and perplexed, becaufe till then he had 
always fpoke within the narrow compafs of his 
fchool, and demanded as a favour that the Trir 


(a) Ubicumque prstor, 
falva majeftate impeni fui? 
falroque more majorum jus 
dicere conftituit, is locus 
re&e jus appellatur. Pau/us 
lege 2. Digeji. de jufiitia 13 

(b) Nobis inTribunali 
Pompeii Prstoris urbani fe- 
dsntibus. Cu. I. de Orat . 

168- 

(c) Cam in Bafilica Julia 
Trachalus diceret primo tri¬ 
bunal!, quatuor autem judi- 
cia, ut moris eft, cogeremur 


atque omnia clamoribus fre« 
merent, & auditum eum, & 
intelleflum, & quod agenti- 
bus ceteris contumeliofifli- 
mum fuit, laudatum quo* 
que ex quatuor tribunalibus 
memini. tguinii!. I 12. 5. 

(d) Cum caufa in foro ef- 
fet oranda, impenre petiit, 
uti fubfellia in Bafilicam 
transferrentur. Ita ifti no¬ 
vum ccelum fuit, ut omnis 
ejus eloquentia contineri tec- 
to ac parietibus videretur, 
Quiutil. /. 10. 5. 


bunal 
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bunal might be transferred into a neighbouring 

Bafilica. 

Juftice could be difpenfed only on certain 
days, which were called diesfafti . The know¬ 
ledge of this difference of days, was in early 
times a kind of myftery, which the Pontiffs 
had engroffed to themfelves, and kept fecret, in 
order to render themfelves neceffary, and oblige 
the pleaders to have recourfe to them. Wc 
fhall foon fee in the hiftory that the Regifter 
Flavius ftole their fecret, and occafioned their 
lofmg much of their credit by making it pub¬ 
lic. 

The Pnetor drew by lot out of the judges, 
chofen to adminifter juftice for the current year, 
the number neceffary for trying the caufe in 
queftion. That number, which was always odd, 
was not fixed, but varied according to the dif¬ 
ference of caufes. Cicero fpeaks of a caufe. In Pif. n . 
wherein there were feventy-five judges, and of 9 6 - 
another that had thirty-three. In the latter, 

one of the judges called Stalenus, had received ProClaen. 
fix hundred and forty thoufand fefterces from n - 74- 
the accufed, that is to fay about four thoufand 
pounds fterling. He was to have diftributed 
about 250 pounds to each of the fixteen judges, 
who compofed one half of the voices: and him- 
felf the feventeenth made the plurality: but he 
kept the whole to himfelf, and the accufed was 
condemned. 

Each party in a caufe might refufe a certain 
number of the judges. Accordingly, in Milo’s 
affair, fourfeore and one judges were at fir ft ap¬ 
pointed to try the caufe. After the pleadings, 
before the judges palfed fentence, both the ac- 
cufer and the accufed rejefted fifteen, fo that 
the number of the judges was reduced to fifty 
one. On other occafions the Praetor fubftituted 

others 
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others in the room of thofe who had been re¬ 
jected, and always by lot. 

It is remarkable, that the fo) Romans, not 
only in important caufes, but even in thofe for no 
more-than a fmall fum of money, would ad¬ 
mit no judge that was not accepted by both 
parties. 

The Prator received the oath of the judges, 
rbefore they proceeded to try a caufe j as for 
iimfelf he took no oath, becaufe, as we have 
already obferved, he did not aft as judge him- 
-felf, but only collcfted the voices of the judges, 
and paffed fentence according to the majority. 

Amongft the judges, there was one who had 
2 peculiar authority, fubordinate to that of the 
Praetor, but fuperior to that of the other judges: 
he was called Judex qu^fttonis, He had feveral 
things confided to his care, to which the Prae¬ 
tor’s occupations, or dignity, would not admit 
him to attend. He heard witneffes; he pre- 
fided in putting flaves to the queftion by tor¬ 
ture •, and examined the papers and titles pro¬ 
duced by the parties at law. As different tri¬ 
bunals were held at the fame time, at which the 
Prctor could not be prefent \ thefe judges 
(Judices qnjftmum) prefided in them in their 
ftead. 

When every thing was ready, the judges 
took their feats, and the advocates attended to 
plead. The cuftom of (1) Referring caufes which 
had not been fufficiently made out at the hear- 


(a) Neminem voluerunt 
ffcajores noftri, con modo de 
orifHmatione cujnfquam, fed 
ne pecuniaria quidem de re 
minima effc Judicem, nifi 
qui inter adverfarios conve- 
nii&L Pro Ciuent . n, 120. 


(!) This is a form in tht 
French courts of lanv t called 
Appointer an proces, a delay 
granted for correcting and a- 
mending proceedings, proofs , 
tsfe. in doubtful cafes, and for 
other rtafons. 
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ing for the judges to decide concerning them, 
was not known then. When an affair was not 
fufficiently cleared up at a firft pleading, it was 
ordered to be tried over again a fecond time •, 
and if that would not do, a third. There are 
inftances of caufes pleaded over again in this 
manner eight times. This was called Firft ac- 
tiotiy fecond aftion , and fo on to the reft. We 
have a famous example of thefe firft and fecond 
aftions in the caufe of Verres. 

Cicero had declared himfelf the accufer of 
Verres, who had publickly committed unheard 
of rapine in Sicily, and had made choice of 
Hortenfius for his advocate. The latter took all 

0 

poffible meafures to fpin out the affair till the 
next year, when he was to be Conful with 
Metellus, and M. Metellus was to be Prae¬ 
tor 5 all three entirely devoted to Verres. Ci¬ 
cero, to difconcert his meafures, and caufe juf- 
tice to be done in Sicily, demanded, that he 
might be permitted to plead his caufe at firft quite 
limply, in producing upon each head of accufa- 
tion the witneffes and proofs, and obliging Hor¬ 
tenfius toanfwer fummarily to each faft. Accord¬ 
ingly he pleaded in chat rpanner. The dif- 
courfe intitled, Actio prima in C . Verrem , is the 
introduction of that firft pleading, which had 
all the fuccefs he had hoped from it. Horten-* 
fius, difconcerted by this manner of pleading, 
did not dare to anfwer it, and Verres, not hav¬ 
ing been able to corrupt the greateft number of 
the judges, condemned himfelf to banifbment. 
The admirable pleadings againft Verres which 
Cicero has left us, would have acquired him 
univerfal applaufe, if he had pronounced them ; 
but they would have required feveral audiences, 
and protradted the affair till the year following. 

He facrificed the regard for his own reputation 
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to the intereft of his clients: but after having 
made them carry their caufe, he took care to 
make himfelf amends for his voluntary lofs, 
by giving his pleadings to the public, wherein 
he fuppofes that Verres had appeafed before the 
judges in a fecond action called comperendimtio j 
becaufe when the firft aftion was terminated, 
* perevdim die , three days after, the fecond com¬ 
menced. We have five of thefe pleadings, urn 
der this title : Liber 1. Aft mis i<£. in Vcrrem, 
Liber 2. &c. 

Several orators fometimes pleaded the fame 
caule. This did not happen only, when there 
were feveral perfons interefted in the fame af¬ 
fair, as is every day commonly pradtifed: but 
different parts of the fame pleading were diftri- 
buted amongft different advocates. Cicero {a) 
fays, that in his cafe, the Peroration or un- 
clvjion upon the vehle^ was generally allotted to 
him, becaufe he was thought the moft proper 
for exciting the paffions. Quintilian (b) fays as 
much of himfelf in refpeft to the narration, or 
opening of the caufe. This cuftom feems odd 
enough, and is blamed by Cicero in more than 
one paffage of his works. 

The advocates were ufually allowed as much 
time for pleading as they thought fit. I am 
terrified when 1 read that Pliny the younger 
fpoke feven hours together, whilft nobody was 
tired but himfelf. Sometimes a certain fpace 
of time was preferibed, which the orator was 
not allowed to exceed. Cicero complains, that 

9 Scics igitur ens, aut ad ut viderer excellere, non in- 
fdmmum perendie. C/V. ad genio, fed dolore affequebir. 
Attic . /. 12. c. 34.. Or at. n. 130. 

(a) Si plures dicebamus, ( b ) Feie ponendse a me 

perorationem mihi tamen caufa; officium exigebatur. 
onme? relinquebant. In quo Quir.tiL L 2. 

in 
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in a certain caufe he was limited to half an hour. 
That time was meafured by a wafer-hour-glafs 
called depfydra. From thence Quintilian fays, in 
fptaking of an advocate that lofes his time in 
u I clefs aigreffions, temporibus prafinitis aquamper- 
dii: and of another, who having laboured a long 
pleading couM only pronounce a part of it within 
the time : labor at am congefiamque dierum & nocti- 
uni fludio actionem aqua deficit. 

When the pleadings, and replies, if there were 
any, were ended, the Praetor gave the judges 
the ballots, oh which the votes they fhould think: 
fit to give, were marked. That for acquitting 
was marked with an A •, that to condemn with 
a C ; and the third with N L, which fignified 

non liquet , the cafe is not fufficiently clear. After 
having received thefe ballots, the judges confer¬ 
red together concerning the caufe, in confilium 

ibant: after which each of them threw the ballot 
that exprefled his opinion into the urn. This 
cuftom was eftablifhed, that the judge might be 
entirely free to pafs fentence without witneffes : 
but at the fame time it was his duty not to abufe 
it, by giving his luffrage contrary to juftice. 
Cicero makes a fine refleftion upon this head. 
*the ( a) judge in giving his fuffrage , ought not to 
confider himje.fi as alone , nor that he is at liberty to 
pronounce according to his own inclination \ but to 
reprefent to bimfdf that he has around him Law i 
Religion , Equity , Integrity , and Fidelity, which 
form his council , and ought to dictate his voice . 

(«) Ell illud hominis ma- que concupiverit licere, fed 
gni acque fapientis, cum il- habere in confilio legem, re* 
iamjudicandi caufe, tabellam ligionem, xquitatem, fidenu 
fumpferit, non fc putare elfe Pro Cluenlum, n. 159. 
folum, neque fibi quodcum- 
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The Prsetor laftly collefted the ballots thrown 
into the urn, and pronounced according to the 
majority. The form of palling judgment was, 
for quitting. Non videtur fecijje, he does not feem 
to have committed fuch an adtion, or, jure vide - 
tur fecijje , he feems to have adted with juftice; 
for condemning, videtur fecijje , he feems to have 
committed fuch an adtion, or, non jure videtur 
fecijje , he does not feem to have adted juftice, 
for a more ample examination, and a fecond 
trial, Amplius cognofcendum , or in the Angle word 
Amplius: from whence came the terms mpliare , 
Amplius cognofcendum . The modeft turn of phrafe, 
which cuftom had eftablilhed in the form of 
paffing judgment, is worthy of obfervation, As 
the knowledge of men is always limited, and 
often fubjedt to error, it was not thought proper, 
that the Praetor lhould pafs fentence in the affir¬ 
mative terms, he has acted unjuftly , &c. but in 
more modeft words, he feems to have acted un - 

jvfibi &c - 

The Praetor ufually added to the judgment he 
pronounced, the punifhment to be inflidted upon 
the criminal. He feems to have committed violence , 
wherefore he is prohibited the ufe of fire and water. 

I referve what regards the fundtions of the 
JEdiles for the beginning of the next volume, 
to avoid fwelling this too much. 


Erd of the fecond Volume . 
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ITALY 

Properly so Called, 

Wherein the ancient names of Countries, People, 
Cities, Rivers, that occur in Mr. Rollin'% 
Roman Hiftory, are rendered in their vulgar 
and modern names. 


By Mr. D'Anville , Geographer in Ordinary to 

Lewis XV. 


A 

CHERON River, Bato. 

Acheruntia, Cennza. 
YEqjji, part of the country 
of the ; Sabines, and of the 
Campagna di Roma . 
-#farus River, Ifauro, 
Asfernia, Ifernia. 

JEt :is River, Bium-JEfino. 
Alba Fucentis, Albi. 
Alba.longa, Palazzolo. 

Allifas, Altfi . 

Ameria, Amelia. 

Amiternum, Amiterno roui< 
nato. 

Anagnia, Anagni. 

Ancona, Ancona . 

Anio River, Te*verone. 

Antium, Torre di Capo dt An¬ 
ti o. 

Apulia, Puglia, or La 

PoUILLE. 

Ardea, Ards a. 


Ariminum, Rimini , 

Am us River, Amo* 

Arpi, Arpi. 

A>pinum, Arp'mo. 

Arretium, Arrezzo. 

Afculum Apulum, Afcoli . 
Afculum-Picenum, Afcoli . 

At emus River, Aterno . 
Aufidena, Alfidtna . 

Aufidus River, Ofanto . 
Auximum, Ofirno. 

B 

Barium y Bari. 

Beneventum, Benevento . 
Bononia, Bologna. 
Bovianum, Boiano. 

Brandufium, Brindif. 
Bruttium, Calabria . 

C 

Csere vel Agylla, Cer wteri . 
Calatia, Cajazzo . 

Cales, Calvi. 

Cajeta, Gaeta. 

Camerinura, Camtrino . 

Cau* 


Be 2 
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A 

C A y. ? AN* i \.Tn: a di LaVirO. 

• » 

Ccnr.s, Ccr.na A fruit a. 
Canuiium, Cc.K'.fa. 

Capena, CiA.cha di S. P<Jf7e, 
Cypres Ir.f. Jr.fola de Capri, 

Capua, <S. 7<; Ca:oa y 

two miles from new Ca¬ 
pe?.. 

C -.ri'eoli, CtUa di Carfoli , or 

CiZ'iid Corer.tia. 

Caftlinmn, >£?-■ Capua. 
Caudium, Furckia, 

C-fiium-cells, Ci-vita-vec- 

Chiz, 

CimiiiUS M* k Salius, Mon¬ 
tagna di Viterbo. 

Cingulum. 

Circsum Prom. Monte Cir- 

ClliQ. 

Cianis River. Chian?. 
Ciiiernia, Civil a a-Marc. 
C’xlina Paius, Chiana. 
Ciufium, Cl iufi. 

Cocintum Prom. Capo di 
St Ho. 

Ccmpfa, Ccnza. 

Conicntia, Ccfir.zn. 
Corfiniuiu^ Fahm. 

Craihis River, Crate. 

Crimifa Prom. Capo deli A- 
licfm 

Cotrona (Brut*.:) Cctrona. 
Cro-ona lEiruria) Crotona, 

CuTTlS, (.L 77 .( 2 . 

Cures, Cor rife. 

D 

PAXIS!a» CaAiar.ata. 

+ 

V 

o 

Eonaris, Torre di Adanazzo. 
Etrljua vel Tusci a ; 
Tuscany, iv eluding pert 
of the Eceitjiajjical Slate to 
the veer: cj ice Tiber. 

F 

Fsfui£, Eif/Ac. 

Fakrii, St a. Maria di Fatari, 
Firmum, Ferns. 

Fiorestium, Florer.zo, or Flo¬ 
rence. 


Vocabulary. 

Formix, Mo/a. 

Forum Appii, Bar go-lev go, 
Fiege’.lx f no trace of it.J 
Frenuni, part of Abruzzi- 
riicrisr, of the county of 
Mclifa ar.d Cafitanata. 
Fucinus Lac. Logo di Celano. 
Fundi, Fona i. 

G 

Galefus River, Faro. 
Garganus Mors - Sc From. 
Monte Sant Angelo. 

H 

Hadria, Atri. 

Helia, vel Vclia, Cafells a- 
Mare della Erucca. 
Heraclea (1 do not know its 
modern name.) 

Hercuiis Labronis Portus, 
Livorno or Leghorn. 
Hercui:s Prom. CapodiSpar- 
to-vento. 

Herdonea, Ardona. 

Hernici, part of the Campag- 
na di Ron a. 

Hipponiura.pouea Vibo ,3i- 

vona. 

HiRPINl, part of Terra di 
La-voro. 

Hydrantum, Otranto. 

I 

Iapvgium Prom St Salenti- 
num, Capodi Sta. Maria. 
lapygum tria Prom. (the 
principal ii called capo Ri re¬ 
nt* to ) 

IL a Inf. The if: of Elbe . 
Inter-amnia Nart$s, Terni. 

L 

% • 

Lacinium Prom. Capo della 
Colcnnc . 

Larinum, Lariro . 

Latins;?, part of the Cam- 
pagna di Roma. 

Lavinium, Pratica. 
Laurentum, Terre di Patcrno. 
I.aus Riv. &-eit. Lab.o. 
Leaco petra Prom. Capo deli 

Armi\ 


Ligvk?s, 
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Lieu res. (Their territory 
extended an the South of the 
Apennines to the river Arno> 
before the bounds of Etru¬ 
ria were' carried as far as 
the river Mayra.) 

Liris, prius Clanis, Riv. Ga- 
rigtiano. 

Locri Epy-zephyrii, Mott a 
di Burfano . 

Luca, Lucca. 

Lucan i a, Bafilicata and 
part of Terra di Lavora. 

Luccria, Lucera delli Pagani . 

M 

Macra Riv. Magra. 

Magelli, Valdi Mugello. 

Marrubium (there are fome 
traces of it to the eajl of 
the Lake di Celano.) 

Marrucini, part (f Abruz- 

xo citerior. 

Mars i, part of Abruzzo ul¬ 
terior. 

Messapia vel Iapygia, 
Terra d'Otranto. 

Metapontum, Torre di Mare . 

Metaurus Riv.(Brutii)ikfarro. 

Metaurus Riv. Metro . 

Mevar.ia, Bevagna, 

Minturns, Garigliano. 

Mifenum Prom. Capo Mife- 

- no, 

N 

Nar Riv. Nera. 

Narnia, prius Nequinum, 
Na mi. 

Nexchus Riv. Neeto. 

Neapolis, prius Parchenope, 
Napoli or Naples, 

Nola, No la. 

Nuceria (duplex) Nocera. 

Nurfia, Norcia. 

O 

Ocriculum, Cruiris under 

Otricoli. 

Oftia (ruin} below new 0 - 

fia.) 


? 

Pseftum vel Pofidonia, PeJH, 
Polinurum Prom. Capo di 
Palimoro. 


Pandofia (at Volvicara or 
tberiab-jUts, upon the river 
Bato , and not nearCofenza.) 

Pelcgni, part of Abruzzo 
ulterior. 

Perufio, Perugea or Peroufa: 

Petilia, Strongoli. 

PE ucETIA, Terra di Bari. 

Picentia, Bicenza. 

Picentini, part of Terra di 
Lavoro. 

Picenum, Marquifatcs of An¬ 
cona and Per?no. 

Pinna - Veflina, Civita de 
Penna. 

Pife, Pifa . 

Pifaurum, Petauro . 


Pithecufa Inf. Ifckia . 
Pomptins Paludes, Paludi 
Pontines. 

Pontia Inf. Penza , 
Populonium, Pepulonia di- 

firutta , 

Portus HerculR, Porto Her - 
cole. 

Portus-veneris, Porto-Venere . 


Potentia (Lucanias) Potenza, 
Potentia (Piceni) at the mouth 

of Fivtne-Potenza. 

Pramefle, Palejline. 
Prasneftina Arx, Monte $. Pi¬ 


etro. 

Puteoli, Pozzuolo or Pouzoli. 
Pyxus vel Buxemum, Poll - 
Cajlro , at the mouth of 
Fiume-Bucento . 

R 


Ravenna, Ravenna, 

Reate, Riete. 

Rhegium, Rhegio. 

Rhenus River, Reno. 

Roma. 

Rubico River, Rubicone, or 
Timid no. 

Sabiki,' 
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S 

Sabtvi, Sabinia % and fart 
if tt>£ dntcby of Spoleto. 

Sa»apu, Sa.pt. 

S * i.E s Titf?, part of the Ter. 
ra ef Otranto. 

Sajernum, Salerno. 

Sal via, Sa Tot rouinafa. 

Sam n iu m, county of Mol if a, 
and part of 'Terra di La- 
r ooro. 

ScyJacium, Souillace. 

Scylla, Sciglio. 

Sena-Gallica, Senigagtia. 

Sena {Julia} Siena or Sienna. 

Sk NONES, dutehy of Urbina. 

Sentinum, Sentina rouinata. 

Sibaris R ver, Sibari. 

Sibaris, poitea Thurii, Sibari 

rzuinata. 

Sinuefla, Sinoeffa (in ruins.) 

S pontum, Siponto rouinato. 
(Manfredonia has taken its 
flace.) 

Siris River, Sin. 

Sora, Sora. 

Sorafte, Ms. Monte di S. 0- 
refie. 

Spoletium, Spoleto. 

•Suefla - Pometia, Cifcma - 
Pont in a. 

Sulmo, Salmons. 

Surrentum, Sorrento. 

T 

Tan 2 ger River, Negro. 

Tare a rum, Tarcnto or Trent. 

Tzrquinii, la Turcbina. 

Teanum Apulum, Ci-vitare 
near Dragonera. 

Teanum Skiicinum, Fiano. 

Teate, Tiete or Cbiett. 

Terracina, prius Anxar, Ter. 
racina. 


Tiberis River, olim Albula, 
the Tiber or Tevere. 
Tibur, Tivoli. 

Tifernas River, Tiferna. 
Tifernum, Citta di Caftello. 
Taj en tin 11m, Tolentino, 

7 ra fi m en u s Lac. Lag 0 di 
Perugia. 

Truentus River, Tronto. 
Tufculum, Frafcati. 

V 

Vada Valaterrana, Toni di 
Vada. 


Vadimonis Lac. Lago di Baf- 

fano. 

Varia, Vico-Varo. 

V’eii (ruins of it remain.) 
Velitrse, VelUtri. 

Veaafrum, Venafro. 

Venulia, Venofa. 

Veftini, part of dbruzzo ul¬ 
terior. 

Vetulonii, Vetulia dijlrutta. 
Umbria, Ombria and dutehy 
of \Jrhino. 

Umbro River, Ombrone . 
Vola terra, Volt err a. 
Volsci, part of the Cam - 

pagna di Roma. 

Urbinum (duplex) Hor¬ 
ten fe, Urhino. 
Metaureeafe, Cajl el-Du¬ 
rante. 

Vullinii, Bolfena. 
Vullir.ienfis Lac. Lago di 
Bolfena. 

Vuitur Ms. (branch of the 
Appennines.) 

Vulturous River, Volturno. 

Z 



Zephyrium Prom. Capo Bur 


xano. 


End of the Vocabulary. 




